
The Philippian Jailer 
  

OVERVIEW: 
Bible Focus: Read Acts 16:16–40 

Bible Truth: God rescues us from fear and gives us new life through His Word. 

Bible Verse: Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved. Acts 16:31 

Learning Goal: I understand that Jesus pours out His blessings on me in His Word and through 
Baptism.  

Law & Gospel: Without faith in Christ, we live in fear of punishment and death. Our fear turns 
to joy when salvation in Jesus is proclaimed to us and we receive the blessings of 
Baptism by faith. 

Scripture Synopsis: Paul and Silas travel to Philippi to spread the word of Jesus, but they end 
up angering some people in the town and the two are thrown into prison. Around midnight, Paul 
and Silas are praying and singing to God when suddenly an earthquake shakes the prison. The 
jailer, thinking his prisoners have escaped, fears that he will get in trouble. Paul and Silas reveal 
that they have not, in fact, escaped, and that they stayed. They then share the Gospel with him 
and his whole family, whom Paul then baptizes.  

Supplies Needed: Bible (or on-line version): 
https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/New-International-Version-NIV-Bible/) 

  

BIBLE LESSON: 
Introduction: Do you ever sing a song when you’re feeling anxious or afraid? What 
songs do you sing when you are afraid? Today, we’ll hear how we can be joyful even 
when we have troubles, because we know Jesus forgives our sins and makes us God’s 
children. When things are good or not so good, we can thank God that He loves us and 
is with us. 

[refer to the attached video for an overview of the Bible story]  

Let’s Talk About It: 

● What happened when Paul and Silas were in jail?  

https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/New-International-Version-NIV-Bible/
https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/New-International-Version-NIV-Bible/


● What did Paul tell the jailer?  
● What did they do for the jailer and his household?  
● How do you think the jailer’s life was different after he and his family were baptized? 
● How is our life different because of Jesus? 

Key Points To Discuss: 

Guide discussion using these key points. 

● God can take bad situations and work good through them. Paul and Silas shared the 
love of God through their singing and praising Him, even in jail. In the end, the Philippian 
jailer came to faith and was baptized.  

● Paul and Silas were falsely accused and imprisoned, just as Jesus was. Following Jesus 
is not always easy, but we know that by following Jesus, no matter how hard the path, at 
our journey’s end we will live with Him in heaven.  

The Church Activity: 
 
Supplies needed: cardstock or computer paper, markers/crayons, scissors 
 
Cut one 8-inch equilateral triangle from cardstock. Fold bottom edge back so the “church” can 
stand up. Have children draw the outside of the church (a door, windows, cross at the top point). 
On the other side, have children draw a pastor and people.  
PARENTS: Say: Paul and Silas sang hymns and prayed while they were in jail. The jailer 
heard the Word of God from them when they told him about Jesus. Let’s make a picture 
of the place where we go to sing, pray, and hear God’s Word—our church! 

Baptism Activity: 

Supplies needed: Bowl of water 

Have a clear bowl of water. Ask how did the jailer use water? (He washed dirt from cuts on Paul 
and Silas.) How did Paul use water? (He baptized the jailer and his family.) 

PARENTS: Say: Baptism washes away something more than dirt. It washes away sin. It 
isn’t the water but God’s Word connected to the water that does this. Baptism is a gift 
from God. 

 

Joyful Snack: 

Supplies needed: Paper plate, raisins (or any small snack item) 

Give children raisins or crackers. Have children make smiley faces on the paper plate with the 
raisins. Talk about how Paul and Silas had joy, even though they were in jail, because they 



knew Jesus loved them. 

PARENTS: Say: Even though Paul and Silas were in jail, they weren’t scared because 
they knew Jesus was with them. Jesus is always with us, too!  

Closing: 

PARENTS: Say: The Philippian jailer was saved by God’s Word and Baptism. God also 
saves us by His Word and in Baptism. 

PRAY TOGETHER: (Parents, you can say the prayer, or break it into phrases and have your 
child repeat after you). 

Dear Jesus,  
thank You for the missionary work  
of Paul and Silas.  
Thank You for all of the people 
that have shared the love of Jesus  
over the years.  
Help us to share Jesus’ message 
Wherever we are. 
In Jesus’ name, 
AMEN!  
 


