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L 
ike a lot of families, life as we know it 

in the Browning household is very 

much being dominated by the immi-

nent start of the school year. My first and 

third grade daughters are scheduled to start 

next week. My amazing spouse, who is a 

teacher, is set to begin the very same day. 

For reasons that are no doubt exceedingly 

obvious, the sense of uncertainty, the level of 

stress, and feelings of anxiety are unusually 

high this year. In hearing from so many of 

our teachers, parents, and students the last 

few weeks, it’s safe to assume these same 

struggles are on many hearts and minds.     

This year more than ever, we        

recognize our need for God’s help.  

He promises to be present with us forever, 

in any and all circumstances, to care for us 

and forgive us always. In the midst of every-

thing, we know we are not and will never be 

alone. Christ will never leave us or forsake 

us. He comes with us into every challenge. 

He points us to the cross to remind us that 

He loves us with an unconditional, unbreak-

able, eternal love. Christ’s perfect love calls 

us “to cast our anxieties on him, knowing 

that he cares for us.” 1 Peter 5:7.         

This year, more than ever, we feel 

that urge to pray.   

We reach out to God, knowing that our God 

loves us and always hears our prayers. We 

pray that schools would safely reopen and 

stay open. We pray that God would bless 

another year of teaching and learning. We 

pray that those in positions of leadership 

and authority would make wise decisions for 

the best interest of those they serve. Most of 

all, we pray that God would protect all 

teachers, students and families. We pray 

that all will be safe and healthy, physically 

and emotionally. We pray that Christ would 

give us all that we need to deal with fear, 

discouragement, and stress.    

This year, more than ever, we realize 

how much we need each other.   

For so many of us, this extended time of  

separation has reinforced our need for  

other people. The team at Resurrection is 

supportive and caring at all times, espe-

cially during difficult times. I write this 

based on firsthand experience, because  

they have helped me through so much  

these past many months.  

Our staff and lay leaders are committed to 

doing whatever we can to reflect that great 

reality that you are not alone.  As you and 

your family prepare to embark on this new 

year of school, or as you deal with any of the 

inevitable struggles of life, we are here for 

you, to help in any way you need. We will 

pray for you. We  will talk with you. We will 

do whatever we can for you, always.  Just let 

us know.   

   
 
 

PASTOR JEFF BROWNING  
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Message from the President 
WALTER WOICYK 

For many of us, September marks the end of 

summer and the beginning of the fall season. 

As a retired teacher, September also marked 

the beginning of a new school year. It was a 

time filled with the excitement of seeing 

friends, colleagues, and former students as 

well as the apprehension of meeting new 

colleagues and students for the first time. It 

was a new beginning whose ending would 

not be known until June. That’s the thing 

about beginnings; how they will end is often 

unknown. This is the case with the begin-

nings of marriages, friendships, jobs, and life. 

We don’t often know how they will end.  

Here at Resurrection, the advent of Covid-19 

suspended many activities, and new begin-

nings had to be developed. Thanks to the 

efforts of Pastor Browning and his staff, an 

online Sunday worship service was begun 

followed by an online Wednesday prayer ser-

vice. We have since begun an 8:30 a.m. out-

door worship service as well as an 11 a.m. 

indoor service. In addition, the church began 

private communion opportunities as well as 

virtual children’s chapel and virtual VBS.   

These new opportunities continue to cultivate 

our faith in Christ, a faith which began at 

baptism. The difference between our baptis-

mal beginning and any other beginning is 

that we know how our faith journey will end. 

Saint Paul tells us; “Do you not know that all 

of us who have been baptized into Christ 

Jesus were baptized into his death?”  

(Romans 6:2) This begins our journey, and 

then Saint Paul goes on to tell us how our 

journey will end when he writes “For if we 

have been united with him in a death like his, 

we shall certainly be united with him in a 

resurrection like his.” (Romans 6:5)  

In baptism and faith we come to share in the 

eternal life obtained for us by Jesus through 

his victory over sin and death. Share the joy 

of this unique beginning with your family, 

friends, and community, confident and se-

cure that there is no end to eternal life with 

Jesus. 

Welcome Vicar Peter Deberny 

Micki Dolan 

is a member of the S.A.I.L board and 

reader at services. A retired teacher, 

published poet, and freelance writer, she 

is the Mom of two and Grandma of three. 

I 
t seems that we just welcomed our very 

first vicar, Jason Taber (now a pastor 

in Brooklyn). He was quickly followed 

by Vicars (now Pastors) Adam Matheny, 

Simeon Raddatz, Jordan Voges, Sean Berry, 

Nick Schram, and our 

last Vicar Jacob Smith, 

who has just returned 

for his final year of 

seminary.   

Now, as summer winds 

down, we once again 

welcome a new vicar, 

Number Eight! Peter 

Deberny has the unique 

distinction of being our 

youngest vicar yet. Vic-

ar Peter who just 

turned 23 in June, did 

this by completing col-

lege in just three years.  

Vicar Peter was born 

and raised in Buffalo, just a few minutes 

from Niagara Falls. He comes from a family 

of doctors and nurses. His parents are both 

doctors, and his two younger siblings are 

also working to enter the field. Vicar Peter 

says he never had the desire to enter the 

medical field. Instead, from a young age, he 

wanted to become a pastor, and he had the 

full support of his family. This goal has mo-

tivated him for 15+ years, and he says he is 

happy that Resurrection has been placed as 

a step in his journey!   

Of his educational background, Vicar Peter 

says, “I went to college at Concordia Uni-

versity, Nebraska, and graduated from the 

Pre-Seminary program with an additional 

bachelor's degree in Computer Science. I 

used that extra degree to secure a job as a 

part-time software developer at Concordia 

Publishing House (a publishing company 

producing resources for the LCMS). I then 

moved to St. Louis, where I worked and 

began my education at Concordia Semi-

nary.”  

Vicar Peter explains how he landed at Res-

urrection. “I interviewed with my vicarage 

director last December, so that he could 

determine where I would be assigned. In 

this interview he asked me a simple ques-

tion: ‘Peter, what is something you must 

have from your vicarage experience.’ To 

which I replied, ‘I want to be challenged.’ I 

believe the greatest 

amount of growth hap-

pens when you continually 

challenge yourself and 

work toward goals. Even 

when you fail to achieve 

the goals you set for your-

self, you still learn and 

grow. I don't want to grow 

complacent and settle on 

being a ‘just good enough’ 

pastor. I want to be the 

best pastor I can be, for 

the sake of God's people! I 

hope that Resurrection 

can be an opportunity for 

this growth. I know you all 

will be.”  

Asked what he anticipates from his vicarage 

with us, our new vicar replied, “Although 

we are all probably sick and tired of ac-

knowledging this, it seems that this pan-

demic is here to stay for the time being. And 

although this is not an ideal situation, you 

and I cannot control the hand of cards that 

we are dealt. We can only control what we 

do with them.  

“This will not be a normal vicarage. Let’s 

just acknowledge that now. But what this 

will be is a time in which we can both grow 

and strengthen one another in the love of 

Christ! I will be eager to hear from you and 

all that you are experiencing. I hope that 

soon I can be a trustworthy resource for 

you. I pray that God will keep you all 

healthy in body and mind. But most im-

portantly, I pray that you will be kept secure 

in the confidence of Jesus' saving work for 

you. To God be the glory.”  

Amen, Vicar Peter! And we will all be pray-

ing for you. 

Vicar Peter Deberrny 
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H 
ave you ever wanted to 

pause life? There have 

been a number of different 

circumstances, in my experience, 

when I’ve wanted to hit the pause 

button.   

I have wanted to pause life during 

the good moments, in an effort to 

savor every minute. I’ve wanted time 

to stand still in the midst of those 

perfect days—weddings,  the birth of 

a child, a peaceful moment of soli-

tude.   

I have wanted to pause life, to try 

and catch up. I have found myself 

feeling overwhelmed, wishing I could 

pause everything around me to allow 

myself a few days to catch up, a few 

days without any interruptions, or 

unexpected problems or distractions. 

I would love just a few days to get 

myself in a better position and “get 

ahead of it all.”   

Recently, I feel like I am playing tug-

of-war with life. I feel like I am on 

one end of the rope, begging life to 

slow down, but no matter how hard I 

dig my heels into the ground, or how 

much strength I put behind my grip, 

I lose, and end up with rope-burned 

hands, exhausted.   

I’ve wanted to pause life in the terri-

ble moments, too, like the exact sec-

ond after my grandfather passed 

away. I wish I could have paused that 

moment because I knew, once that 

moment was over, life would never 

be the same. I wasn’t ready for life to 

continue.   

Despite our best efforts, life keeps 

moving forward. However, fortu-

nately, we are not alone in the jour-

ney. We read in Proverbs 19:21, 

“many are the plans in a person’s 

heart, but it is the Lord’s purpose 

that prevails.” No matter how badly I 

want to hold tight to a moment, I 

find comfort in knowing that God’s 

purpose is greater than any of my 

hesitations. No matter how badly I 

want time to slow down, I find com-

fort in knowing that God’s plan is 

bigger than any of my fears.  

Diana Auer 
is Director of Youth & Family Ministry. 

She loves to sing, bake and spend 

time with her husband, Matt and their 

miniature schnauzer, Ollie.  

The Splendid and the Vile; 

A Saga of Churchill, Family, and 

Defiance During the Blitz 

Eric Larson 

Crown Publishing Group, February 2020 

Erik Larson is a talented historical writ-

er. I enjoyed his Devil in the White City in 

2002. This new book follows 65-year-old 

Winston Churchill, starting when the 

King of England invited Churchill to be 

Prime Minister, on May 10, 1940. The 

story concludes May 10, 1941.   

Churchill was rare in his courage to defy 

Hitler. The book explores his major 

speeches, his management decisions, 

his efforts to persuade America to join 

World War II, his military strategy and his 

relationship with friends and family 

members. Data is drawn from diaries 

and is well documented. With Erik Lar-

son, history is more surprising than fic-

tion.   

Review by Peter Koppf 

Pause 
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John Mitchell 

Is a senior paralegal at a NYC law firm  

and enjoys writing in his spare time. 

G 
reg and Claire Stanek live in 

Garden City and have been 

married for 19 years. They have 

three children—Juan, 13, Matthew, 10, 

and Natalie, 7. Joining Resurrection in 

2011, Claire and Juan first attended 

Mommy and Me and preschool. “We 

liked the community feel of the church 

and its welcoming members,” said 

Claire. “I spoke with Karen Schoenfeld 

and Pam Mirabella prior to joining, and 

they took us under their wings.” 

Greg is an Asset Manager at Gilman 

Hill, in New Canaan, CT. Since 2009, 

Claire has been a Social Studies teacher 

in the Long Beach School District. Juan 

is in eighth grade and loves playing 

baseball.  He plays the piano and tuba 

and was in the Middle School Jazz Band 

and Robotics teams. Matthew, a fifth 

grader, plays the piano and viola and 

was on the LEGO Robotics team. Both 

boys have black belts in Taekwondo. 

Natalie is in second grade and is learn-

ing to play the piano. She is in the Girl 

Scouts, loves art and swimming.   

The Staneks enjoy sports and traveling. 

“We are a baseball family, love the Mets 

and have gone to Mets spring training 

the last few years in Port St. Lucie, Flori-

da,” said Claire. “We try to visit different 

baseball stadiums on vacation.”  They 

also have season tickets to Hofstra Bas-

ketball.  

All of the Stanek family are active at 

Resurrection. Claire volunteers at VBS, 

assisted with the Christmas Pageant and 

has taught Sunday School. Juan 

enjoyed being part of the Middle 

School Youth Group and had a 

great time at Great Adventure 

last year. “One of the highlights 

of last summer was the Mission 

trip to Massachusetts. Juan 

learned a lot and felt like he 

made a difference. He also made 

great memories and friends,” 

said Claire.  

The Staneks have enjoyed bak-

ing, cooking, and being outdoors 

during the quarantine. They took 

a socially distanced vacation, 

camping at Hither Hills State 

Park this summer. “It has 

brought us closer together as a 

family, and we can’t wait to 

spend time with extended family 

and friends again,” Claire said.   

When the current health re-

strictions are over, the Staneks look for-

ward to traveling, attending sporting 

events, going to the movies and dining 

out for dinner again. Although they have 

enjoyed attending virtual church from 

home, they miss the interactions and 

community feel of in-person church and 

look forward to Matthew celebrating his 

First Communion this fall.  

The Start of a New Year 
SUSAN BAUER 

As I prepare my classroom for another 

school year, I can still hear the little voices 

coming from the housekeeping center as 

they prepare my pretend cup of coffee. Just 

as I ask for a second cup, I once again hear 

that little voice saying “Mrs. Bauer I think 

you had enough coffee today.” I’m so look-

ing forward to hearing those little voices 

once again—it has been too long. 

I think I can speak for all of us when I say 

we are excited yet nervous as this year will 

look very different in the Preschool. On the 

first day of school my favorite book to read 

is The Kissing Hand, which is a story about 

a little raccoon who is anxious about start-

ing his first day of school. His mother helps 

him through this by kissing his hand, so he 

always has her kiss close to his heart.  

The start of every school year is filled with 

anxiety especially for our little preschool-

ers. This year instead of meeting the chil-

dren in a crowded gym of happy faces we 

will be greeting them at the door, wearing a 

mask. We are looking at wearing a clear 

mask so that the children can see our faces, 

hopefully making it less fearful for them.  

When lining them up we gently comfort 

them especially if they seem apprehensive 

and allow for that last wave or hug good-

bye. That gentle touch has now become 

checking temperatures, making sure they 

are wearing a mask, and perhaps Mommy’s 

kiss in the hand will have to do. 

This year will look  

very different  

in the Preschool. 

Please turn to page 7 

Catching Up with the Staneks 

The Stanek family, from left, Greg, Claire, Natalie, 

Matthew, and Juan.   
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S 
ix months is a long time. That’s 

how long it’s been since Resur-

rection members have had their 

regular routines at church. And while 

those routines are sorely missed, leave 

it to the members of our church to find 

new ways to stay connected with their 

friends and beloved church family while 

so many are apart.    

Ask Deacon Ellen Farber how she’s cop-

ing with the changes, and she’ll joke 

that technology has become both a 

blessing and a curse! How does she stay 

connected? “Facebook, Messenger, In-

stagram, Snapchat, Whatsapp, text, 

phone calls, Zoom for multiple groups 

and coffee chats, breakfasts, church 

services and Worship Band Park 

monthly singalongs,” she says, ticking 

off her long list of ways she stays in-

volved. “There are so many ways to con-

nect! I’m working from home, and 

sometimes I have to unplug to give my-

self some quiet time,” she jokes.  

Speaking of the monthly worship band 

singalongs Deacon Farber has been par-

ticipating in, Karen Schoenfeld has been 

a part of them, too. “There are seven-

teen members of the worship 

band who have relied heavily 

on one another through daily 

text messages for prayers, 

comfort and support,” says 

Karen, who adds that the 

group has been following so-

cial distancing protocol. 

“Since the end of May we 

have gathered once a month 

at Eisenhower Park on a Sat-

urday morning so we can sing 

together and share praises to 

Jesus. I can truly say that 

through this pandemic, under 

the guidance and leadership 

of Deb Cavacchioli, we have 

remained connected and 

formed an amazing bond!”  

Nancy McDonald has been keeping in 

touch with people connected to the 

plant sale and Altar Guild by making 

calls and has also been to the outdoor 

services. “It’s good to catch up with peo-

ple when the opportunity knocks,” she 

says. “I think now that regular services 

are available, people will feel confident 

about coming back.”  

For Tracy Forger, Bible studies and vir-

tual services have been a Godsend. “I 

have loved being able to attend church 

each week through the live services and 

seeing comments from everyone. I have 

also taken advantage of Pastor’s Bible 

studies. I have always enjoyed going to 

his studies and love that he has given us 

the same opportunity through weekly 

Zooms. It has been wonderful to see 

and learn from and connect with every-

one who attends.”    

Rainy Foote has also enjoyed Bible 

study and found her boys loved the Vir-

tual VBS. The Footes have also done 

social distance gatherings with their two 

neighbors who are also Resurrection 

families. “The Prewetts and the Pappas 

and our family have helped each other 

navigate this bizarre time,” says Rainy. 

“It was been extremely helpful for me to 

hear other moms’ perspectives and ide-

as on how to cope.” Also helpful—texts 

from Pastor Browning and Diana Auer. 

“When I get each of their heartfelt check

-ins, it’s just another example of how 

Resurrection is the right place for our 

family. They go up and beyond to make 

sure our family knows we have people 

praying and caring for them.”   

Jennifer Smith  

is a wife, mom, and an author. She 

writes teen novels under her maiden 

name, Jen Calonita 

Staying Connected  
W h i l e  W e  A r e  
A......p…...a......r......t 

Leave it to the mem-

bers of our church to 

find new ways to stay 

connected with their 

friends and beloved 

church family while so 

many are apart. 

For those who feel comfortable to attend in-person, 

Resurrection offers socially distanced Sunday worship 

services, outdoors at 8:30 and indoors at 11 a.m. 
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by DIANA AUER 

 

J 
esus, and Bible Buddies and ice 

cream, oh my! We thank God for 

a wonderful Rocky Railway virtu-

al Vacation Bible School adventure. 

While Vacation Bible School, like all 

summer activities, looked a little bit 

different this year, the spirit of the pro-

gram remained the same: trust Jesus!   

We had a fantastic time hearing our 

Bible messages, meeting our exciting 

Bible Buddies, and learning, most im-

portantly, about Jesus’ love for us. 

Rainy Foote, one of our amazing volun-

teers and Resurrection members ex-

claimed: “[e]ach day we logged on, it 

was so wonderful seeing familiar faces. 

The music got us pumped, the Imagina-

tion Station crafts were so clever, and 

we are still singing the songs!”   

Another one of our wonderful Resurrec-

tion families stated that, “although we 

were not in person, my girls loved the 

VBS experience. Every day was engag-

ing and enjoyable, and we especially 

loved meeting the Bible Buddies. We 

are so thankful for everyone who made 

this virtual program possible and for 

their dedication to teaching our chil-

dren about Jesus.” 

There was certainly no precedent for 

this type of program. We are particular-

ly grateful for the ingenuity and creativ-

ity of Deacon Michelle Kollemeier, who 

serves as our Director of the Vacation 

Bible School program. Deacon Michelle 

worked tirelessly to adapt the program, 

organize the volunteers, create the in-

credible virtual videos, and encourage 

our families to embark on this adven-

ture with us. When asked about her 

experience with VBS this year, Michelle 

stated: “[t]he love of Jesus and commit-

ment to serve from our Resurrection 

volunteers, families and staff made it a 

success and a joy to be able to offer the 

program in a creative way that met fam-

ilies where they are at in life right now. 

So many children were able to hear the 

message to ‘trust Jesus,’ and I could not 

be happier or more grateful.” She feels 

that “God’s faithfulness towards us and 

in His blessing of the program was un-

mistakable.”   

After two wonderful weeks of VBS, we 

concluded the program with a visit from 

our local ice cream truck. It was a really 

special way to gather together, safely, 

and celebrate another incredible sum-

mer of learning, exploring and adven-

turing with Jesus!   

A Roarin’ Success:  

Virtual Vacation Bible School Is A Hit! 

Hurray for Ice Cream! (l-r) Cece, Amber and Anastasia Browning; 

Rainy, Carson and Connor Foote 

Diana Auer and Michelle Kollmeier welcome all to Virtual VBS.  

Emma and Rachel Santangelo are ready 

to roll on the Rocky Railway VBS. 
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Blood Drive – Monday, Oct. 5 
 

Resurrection will partner with Long Island Blood Services to host a Blood 

Drive, Monday, Oct. 5, 3:15 to 9:15 p.m. in the Parish Hall. New require-

ments include the following:   

 All staff and participants must wear face masks.  

 To maintain social distancing, donations will be by appointment only. 

 On arrival, each donor will have a temperature check and answer 

some screening questions.  

 Registration will follow at separate tables, placed six feet apart.  

 Stations for mini-physicals will also be six feet apart.  

 After donation, donors may sit at individual tables for individually 

packaged snacks and drinks.  

 Remember to eat, drink, and bring your donor ID card or ID with 

name and photo. 

 

For more info, or to make an appointment, contact Parish Nurse Linda 

Wardley, Linda@resgc.org.   

Preschoolers love to sing; we sing about 

everything. There’s a welcome song, a 

weather song, a days of the week song. 

Since singing can be risky, we will have 

to say the words to our favorite songs.  

Another part of our day will also have 

some changes. Children love knowing 

what their helper job in the classroom 

will be for that day, but some of the jobs 

will unfortunately not exist this year to 

keep them safe. This experience is cer-

tainly bringing out a lot of creativity in 

us.   

In trying to separate the children a little 

more, perhaps adding more centers will 

distribute the children around the room 

instead of clustering too close together. 

Of course, we will be diligent about 

cleaning tables and chairs. Building 

blocks, puzzles etc. will be alternated by 

days making them safe for the children 

to use.  

This school year will definitely be differ-

ent, but the teachers have so much love 

to give and care so deeply about the 

children. The love of what they do will 

turn this “new norm” into a positive and 

fun experience.  

In the words of Pete the Cat, “It’s all 

good.” 

The Start of a New Year 
 Continued from page 4 
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Wait. What? 

This is a powerful and beautiful psalm, 

but how is it true for those facing painful 

realities in their lives? What does it 

mean in the face of job loss, Covid, bro-

ken relationships, illness, or addiction? 

To be sure, we can be confident that God 

hears our prayers for protection, healing, 

and prosperity, but this verse speaks to 

something far deeper and more endur-

ing.  I believe it speaks to where God 

meets us and is present to preserve us 

spiritually—especially when we walk in 

life’s shadows.   

Some years ago, my father was working 

his way through treatments for cancer. I 

was feverishly pleading with God to pro-

vide healing and complete recovery. But 

it was the beautiful prayer of faith from a 

fellow prayer group member that 

brought me peace. She began by ask-

ing for my father’s physical healing, 

but then acknowledged that might not 

be God’s plan. She prayed if that were 

the case, we give thanks in knowing 

that God would watch over and “keep” 

His son Bill to the end and forever-

more. It was not just my father’s 

earthly body that was in God’s loving 

care, but his eternal being!   

We will face earthly challenges. We 

will NEVER face them alone.  

THINK 

When you reflect on your “going out 

and coming in” how can you find 

strength and peace in the assurance of 

God’s loving presence.? 

PRAY 

Heavenly Father, You have assured me 

of Your love and constant presence. 

Whether my life’s journey is passing 

through great joy or real challenge, 

open my heart to knowing that You 

walk with me. You know my needs 

better than I am able to express them. 

Lead me to find true peace and rest in 

Your arms. I give myself to Your good 

keeping.   

DO 

in addition to prayer, maintain an 

open dialogue with God.  Share your 

joys as well as your anger and frustra-

tion!  Remain open to grow and ex-

pand in your relationship with God 

through all circumstances. 

SHARON MEYER 

Thanks to our team of talented and devoted writers, the October 

Lamplighter  will bring you more news, features, and articles about 

happenings at Resurrection. Our goal is to keep you connected to oth-

ers in the Resurrection family and inform you of the many opportuni-

ties to worship, pray, and help others.   

We pray that you and your family are encouraged by God’s promises 

and experience His unfailing love in tangible ways each day. 

 The Lord will keep your going out and your coming in  

from this time forth and forevermore.  

Psalm 121:8 

Online Virtual Worship, resgc.org 

Sundays, 10am  

Wednesday Midweek Prayer, 7pm 

 

In Person Worship 

Outdoors, Sundays, 8:30am 

Indoors, Sundays, 11am 

 
 


