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Back to School—Again  

LEF Grant to Lutheran Counseling 
Center Helps Local Churches  
   KIMBERLY MURPHY 

E 
ach year the Living Endowment 

Fund (LEF) committee makes a 

recommendation on how to dis-

perse the endowment’s annual funds to 

provide grants to mission projects through-

out the world.  In order to be considered 

for a Living Endowment Fund grant, mis-

sions or projects must have a core commit-

ment of spreading the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ.  

This year, Pastor Browning made a mean-

ingful suggestion to the LEF committee to 

use the funds available to provide a grant to 

Please turn to page 7 

I 
 realize that summer always seems to 

fly by far too quickly, but this year 

just feels like the fastest, shortest 

summer ever.  

I write this article having just dropped my 

children off for the very first day of their 

new school year. My wife, a teacher, has 

been back at her school for some days 

already, in meetings to prepare for the 

year. As I pray for their success and their 

safety, I’m still in a state of semi-disbelief 

that school is back in session. 

The start of school is an exciting, wonder-

ful time. It is also a potentially stressful 

and anxious time, especially in light of the 

ongoing health and safety challenges.  

We give thanks that, as children of the 

living God, our God promises to be pre-

sent with us at all times, in the midst of all 

circumstances. The Savior of the world, 

Jesus Christ, lives forever and He is with 

us forever. Just as He bore the weight of 

this world’s sin on the cross, offers to help 

bear the weight of our burdens, fears, anx-

ieties, and stresses, He invites us to live as 

joy-filled, forgiven people.  

We are praying that God will bless all stu-

dents, teachers, school workers and fami-

lies through the knowledge and reality of 

His presence in the coming school year.       

Here at Resurrection, we are starting 

school as well. Especially after being 

forced to take a hiatus, we recognize how 

blessed we are to gather around the most 

important lessons of this life, and to grow 

in our faith and knowledge of the undying 

love of Jesus Christ.  

We have Confirmation classes kicking off 

soon, and some new in-person adult stud-

ies scheduled for Sunday mornings and 

Tuesday evenings.  

Please turn to page 3 
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Micki Dolan 

Member of the S.A.I.L board, Micki is a 

retired teacher, published poet, and free-

lance writer; now writes for us remotely, 

but remains a Resurrection member.  

O 
n August 15, Resurrec-

tion welcomed not only 

Vicar Number Nine, but 

the entire Kintz family: Josh, 

Rachel , Emelia (3 years), and 

Micah (4 months). Rachel is a 

teacher, but she plans to spend 

the year focusing on being a 

mom and learning about the role 

of Pastor’s wife. 

Josh told me a little of his back-

ground, which is fascinating. He 

calls himself a second career 

seminarian. His undergraduate 

work was at Southern Illinois 

University studying engineering. 

Eventually though, he obtained a 

B.A. in Theology and an M.S. in Organiza-

tional Leadership. This led him to a career 

as a banker, selling loans, credit cards etc. 

His “call moment” surprisingly came when 

Josh attended a banking conference. The 

speaker said, “Look across the table from 

you. To have a successful career, you 

should want to outsell him/her. They’re 

your competition. Always do what’s right 

for your customer, but be hungry to do 

better than that person sitting across from 

you. That’s what will get you from selling 

in a branch to having a team of your own. 

That’s what will make you successful, go-

ing the extra mile.”  

At that moment, Vicar Josh discovered 

that he didn’t want to have a career at the 

bank. “I didn’t want to consider the people 

across from me as competition or cowork-

ers. I was more concerned with ‘selling’ 

Jesus than selling loans--admittedly 

kitschy and not theologically sound, he 

explains. “It was the defining moment for 

me wanting to give up a career at the 

bank. I wanted pastors to be my peers and 

serving God and the people of God to be 

what I was dedicating my life and career 

to. In short, I wanted to be a pastor to do 

more than help someone out of a financial 

crisis. I wanted to direct people to Jesus.” 

Regarding personal goals, Vicar Josh re-

sponds, “(1) serve the saints at Resurrec-

tion, (2) learn and absorb as much as I 

can, (3) develop and preserve a healthier 

lifestyle (physical, mental, and spiritually). 

I hope to bring to Resurrection some per-

spective. Hopefully I can help open up the 

Scriptures for people to see what kind of 

witness exists in there and what it means 

for their lives. It’s what I pray for and 

work toward constantly.” 

Vicar Josh concludes, “All in all, we’re 

here to learn, and we are thankful to have 

the support of Resurrection in this process 

of pastoral formation that begins in semi-

nary. We are under no pretense of having 

‘learned it all,’ so please pray for us always 

and we will continue to do so for you. This 

will be a year full of hope—hope that we 

can return to life together as the church of 

Christ and the hope that is found only in 

Christ’s resurrection!”  

And the people of Resurrection are hoping 

also and are praying for you and your 

beautiful family. 

Labor Day always reminds me of something I 

did back in 2010. I had tired of my (non-

Lutheran) church and told them at the end of 

the spring that my family and I wouldn’t be 

returning. By Labor Day that year, I figured my 

lame excuse of why I hadn’t gone to church 

since June was expiring and I needed to get 

back into the pews somewhere. 

I had heard good things about a Lutheran 

church in Garden City. I knew somebody who 

not only was a long-time member but worked 

there too. I knew that the Christian faith was 

practiced in Lutheran churches in ways similar 

to where I had been. 

So, on Labor Day weekend 2010, I climbed the 

steps on the Emmett Place side of Resurrec-

tion, walked through the door, and saw Joan 

Altman standing right there, my friend and 

fellow Carle Place resident, the “somebody” I 

referred to earlier. It was like a sign. 

Most people when they look for a new church 

will go to a few, maybe kick the tires on a cou-

ple more, and then make a decision. I went to 

one service at Resurrection, and that was that. 

And here I am as my Labor Day “anniversary” 

looms, and I am honored to have been chosen 

as President of the Church Council. 

The fact that I can serve only a year is a sign of 

the church’s strength. Because of the limita-

tion of being able to spend only one three-year 

term on the Council before needing a “break” 

of at least year—a rule that was extended by a 

year due to the pandemic—I will need to exit 

this position next June 30.  

But you know what? That this church can do 

this is a testament to the fact that we have a 

reservoir of good people willing to step up and 

serve the Lord and their fellow Resurrection 

members. In many churches, the people on 

the governing bodies never, ever change. That 

we constantly see fresh faces eager to serve is 

the type of faith that I found on that Labor Day 

11 years ago. 

A Message  
from the President 
JOHN KINGSTON 

Getting to Know … Vicar Josh  
and the Kintz Family 

The Kintz family: Rachel holding baby Micah, Emelia (3) 

and our new Vicar Joshua.  



Pastor Jeff Browning 

Pastor Browning is Pastor  

at Resurrection.   
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Abby Bezrutczyk 
is a science communicator and 

former editor-in-chief of Claritas, 

Cornell's journal of Christian thought. 

A 
s a gift to us, her bridesmaids, 

Carley handed each of us a 

brass ring, imprinted with her 

wedding motif—a sunflower. Now sever-

al weeks and hundreds of miles from the 

event, I’m back in the zoom-call-

universe of trying and failing at efforts to 

stay in touch with these college friends. 

What could be seen as simply a memen-

to of her special day, or perhaps the 

adult version of a friendship bracelet, to 

me is a reminder of the importance of 

friendship in Christian community.  

Church doesn’t make sense without 

community; as the song goes, the church 

is “the people.” There are certain bene-

fits to coming together: our faith is 

strengthened when we see the word of 

God in those around us. Christian com-

munity also reminds us of our identity, 

how we are God’s beloved first, before 

the other identities that we wear every 

day.   

It’s this aspect of a shared identity that 

glues friendships together. But it often 

goes deeper than that, because sharing 

something as sacred and intimate as 

faith is an avenue to opening ourselves 

up. We can share with our friends not 

only the good and joyous things, but also 

our dark struggles and fears. In those 

moments, our friendships can emulate 

the love of Christ, both by holding us 

accountable when necessary, and by 

showing love through our faults. Now as 

I spin Carley’s ring on my finger, I’m 

reminded of how my relationships with 

such friends have made me a better 

friend, and follower.  

Even without the pandemic that has-

tened college departure, my friends and 

I would have gone our separate ways. It 

takes work to stay in touch, to remember 

the life-giving things that aren’t immedi-

ately in front of us—and that work 

doesn’t go away. These relationships are 

the kind that can last time and distance 

because there is a reason that we are 

joined. At first, the reason was we both 

showed up to Bible study. But now, the 

reason is the love we have for God and 

each other, as friends and sisters. 

Yet we are especially looking forward to 

a new season of in-person Sunday 

School for our preschool and grade 

school-aged students. Sunday School 

restarts on Sunday, Sept. 12, at 9:45 a.m.  

We remain committed to health and 

safety for all participants. Mirroring the 

practices of our own preschool, as well 

as our local and state schools, all teach-

ers and students will wear masks and 

maintain distancing. Contact the church 

or visit our website (www.resgc.org) to 

register your child.   

 

Our Back-to-School Blessing Event 

and the Blessing of the Backpacks is 

also scheduled for Sept. 12, following 

the 11 a.m. worship service. We will 

gather on the eastern lawn of the 

church for the annual Blessing of the 

Backpacks. All students and teachers 

will receive a special blessing and a 

gift. Free ice cream for all who attend.  

Join us in celebrating, and looking 

forward, knowing that God has big 

plans for His people here in this  

place.    

        

 

The Only Scars in Heaven 
Scars in Heaven, by Casting Crowns 

 
If you haven’t been blessed to hear this song, 

please take a moment to listen to it.  

Losing a loved one is one of the hardest situa-

tions people face in life. This song was written by 

Mark Hall, who is one of the band members of 

Casting Crowns and is also a Youth Pastor. He 

wrote this song after watching his mother care for 

her parents as they both passed within one year 

of each other.   

Hall said, "My mom is a believer; she loves Jesus. 

She's the one I go to first when I need somebody 

to pray for me. But watching her deal with this as 

they passed away—that was tough."   

Hall explains that when this time of passing 

comes, we must find our comfort from the Father 

and His word. In the book of Luke, after His resur-

rection, Jesus shows His scars to His disciples as 

a reminder of who He is.  Our loved ones “are 

with Jesus. They are being held by the hands that 

bear the only scars in Heaven.” 

"Scars in Heaven" is the debut song from the 

forthcoming new studio album by Casting 

Crowns, which will release in November.  

Listen to the song here: 

https://youtu.be/qCdevloDE6E?

list=PLPjpsaM8mU49PpU9iW1w9LgAidSRkFkU_ 

Listen to the story behind the song here: 

https://youtu.be/_6mZxkFSW2A 

Review by Karen Schoenfeld 

What A Friend 

Back to School—Again 
 (continued from page 1) 

http://www.resgc.org
https://t.e2ma.net/click/b2clgf/b2w4wt/7ahzzu
https://youtu.be/qCdevloDE6E?list=PLPjpsaM8mU49PpU9iW1w9LgAidSRkFkU_
https://youtu.be/qCdevloDE6E?list=PLPjpsaM8mU49PpU9iW1w9LgAidSRkFkU_
https://youtu.be/_6mZxkFSW2A
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“And he said to him, “You 

shall love the Lord your 

God with all your heart and 

with all your soul and with 

all your mind.  This is the 

great and first command-

ment.  And a second is like 

it:  You shall love your 

neighbor as yourself.”  

Matthew 22:37-39  

 

T 
he Christian Care ministry 

has planned two activities , 

for September and early Oc-

tober — one activity in which you 

can care for yourself, and the other 

in which you can care for your 

neighbor. 

A Flu Clinic will be offered at Resur-

rection on Friday, Sept. 24.  It will be 

sponsored by Walgreen’s Pharmacy.  

The pharmacist will be at the church 

between 10:30am and 12:30pm on 

that day.   

It is so important, especially now, 

that we do as much as we can to pro-

tect ourselves from the flu. The flu 

vaccination is covered by Medicare, 

Medicaid, and most insurances.  

Please bring your insurance card on 

the day of the clinic.  You can sign up 

by contacting me through email at 

linda@resgc.org or call the church 

office. 

 A Blood Drive will take place in Res-

urrection’s parish hall on Monday, 

Oct. 4. It will be sponsored by Long 

Island Blood Services between the 

hours of 3:15pm and 9:15pm.  

Due to the pandemic, blood supplies 

are low and donations are much 

needed.  Please consider helping 

your neighbors and saving lives by 

donating at our drive.  

Remember to bring your donor card 

or personal ID on that day. To sign 

up, reach me by calling the church 

office or email linda@resgc.org. 

Thank you in advance for your help. 

Linda Wardley 

is Resurrection’s Parish Nurse  

and Director of Christian Care.  

Care Ministry Plans Flu Clinic, 
Blood Drive 

Preschool Enjoys  
Summer Fun Program 
CHRISTINE TURNER, Director 

 

The Preschool had a wonderful Sum-

mer Fun Program during the month of 

July, with 43 children participating 

over the various weeks.  

Each week centered on a different 

theme: Nursery Rhymes, The Ocean, 

Dinosaurs, and Space. All the crafts, 

stories and activities revolved around 

the weekly theme.  

Children remained in pods except for 

the opening and closing, which took 

place in the gym.  

Many of the children joined the Vaca-

tion Bible School program at the end of 

our program. 

Special thanks to the fabulous staff 

which included Melissa Brand, Nicole 

Archer, Susan Bauer, Catalina Mueller, 

Karen Schoenfeld, Lynette Clark and 

our subs Gina Langdon, Lori McDon-

ald, and Leah Weber. Our special angel 

was Jean Dietterick who assisted 

whenever and wherever needed.  

The Preschool families were happy to 

resume our summer program after last 

year’s hiatus because of Covid.  

We now look forward to beginning our 

2021-22 school year and the return of 

our Separation Two’s Program and the 

Wacky Wednesday program.  

Little by little, we are returning to the 

many popular aspects of our program.  

Wishing all Preschool and Church fam-

ilies a happy, healthy, safe return to the 

new school year. 

Friday, Sept. 24 
10:30am -12:30pm 

Monday, Oct. 4 
3:15 - 9:15pm 

mailto:linda@resgc.org
mailto:linda@resgc.org
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W 
e’re back! The annual Fall Plant Sale is resuming in 

September after a long hiatus. 

Don’t run out and buy those mums you will soon see 

advertised in your stores’ circulars. Resurrection’s 

Women’s Ministries will once again be offering  garden mums in 

pots and hanging baskets, Montauk daisies, pansies, ornamental 

kale and cabbage, hay, cornstalks and more.  

This event is by pre-order only. Order forms will be available at 

church after worship services and in the narthex area. Order 

forms must be returned by Tuesday, Sept. 14. Plants will be 

ready for pick-up on Saturday, Sept. 25. 

Remember, all proceeds  

benefit an organization that  

promotes the care and recovery 

of our wounded veterans.  

E 
ach month, I find a topic that I 

am inspired by, or feel particu-

larly passionate about, to write 

about for the Lamplighter. Then, in 

preparation for writing my article, I look 

back on what I have written over the 

past 16 months or so to ensure that I 

don’t repeat any topic that I’ve already 

written about. Unfortunately, this 

seemed to present an issue this month.  

Despite the progress that has been made 

over the past many months, I still find 

myself tending toward a few themes that 

seem to continue to resonate with me: 

exhaustion, anxiety, and uncertainty. I 

still gravitate toward these topics, pre-

sumably, because they still feel so rele-

vant. There are still days when it feels 

like an absolute chore to get out of bed. 

There are still [many] moments of anxi-

ety, and times of [overwhelming] uncer-

tainty.  

But as the days progress, I am reminded 

that I am not a passive participant in 

these feelings. I am reminded that, each 

day, we are presented with hundreds of 

choices that we can make, and that we 

always have the ability to choose wheth-

er we’re going to try to shoulder these 

burdens on our own, or whether we will 

choose to turn to the One who has 

promised to always be there to help 

guide us through the storms.  

It is easy to focus on the obstacles and 

get bogged down in the challenges, but 

regardless of the problems in this world, 

we still have the opportunity to choose 

our perspective. In all fairness, perpetu-

al optimism can feel inauthentic, and is, 

truthfully, unsustainable. But we should 

be encouraged by the knowledge that, 

even if the situation seems impossible, 

we will always have the promise of a 

God who is with us through it all. John 

14:27 reminds us of this promise: Jesus 

says, “[p]eace I leave with you; my peace 

I give to you. Not as the world gives do I 

give to you. Let not your hearts be trou-

bled, neither let them be afraid.” 

The world is a scary, confusing, unpre-

dictable place, but we get to choose how 

we approach things each day. We get to 

choose whether we let these challenges 

define us and our perspective, or wheth-

er we turn to Him, and be defined by 

His love, His peace and His promises. 

He chose us, it’s time for us to remem-

ber to always choose Him.  

Diana Auer 
is Director of Youth & Family Ministry. 

She loves to sing, bake and spend 

time with her husband, Matt and 

their miniature schnauzer, Ollie.  

You Always Have a Choice 

Carolyn Orlik 

enjoys sharing her love of music 

(worship team), photography and 

writing (publicity), and gardening 

(Women’s Ministries Plant Sale) 

 ... even if the situation 

seems impossible, we 

will always have the 

promise of a God who is 

with us through it all.  

2021 Fall Plant Sale 
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W 
here there is a will, there is a 

way, and this year we were 

blessed to find a way—

despite the obvious—to  hold a mission 

trip! During the week of August 9, Res-

urrection embarked on a hyperlocal 

“mission trip,” inspired by the theme of 

“love thy neighbor” and moved by 1 Pe-

ter 4:10, “[e]ach of you should use what-

ever gift you have received to serve oth-

ers, as faithful stewards of God’s grace 

in its various forms.”  

Throughout the course of the week, we 

had 22 amazing, dedicated youth partic-

ipants, and 6 devoted adult chaperones 

who worked passionately and enthusias-

tically, for about 8-10 hours each day, 

serving their local community.  

We had a vast array of different mission-

oriented activities, including an inter-

generational service day with Resurrec-

tion’s amazing craft group, a day of ser-

vice with Island Harvest in Melville, 

which entailed packing over 360 boxes 

of food to be distributed to food-

insecure seniors on Long Island, a day of 

service with Operation Splash, which 

included taking boats out into the Great 

Love Thy Neighbor: Loving Locally 

Intergenerational Day of Service 

(above)   

Mission Trip 

Day with  

Operation 

Splash  

 

(right)  

Resurrection 

youth pack 

boxes of food 

at Island  

Harvest 

South Bay and cleaning up over 200 

pounds of trash from Long Island beaches, 

as well as working with The Friends of 

Hempstead Plains removing over 100 

pounds of invasive species from their land 

and helping them to tag Monarch butter-

flies. It was an incredibly enriching and 

humbling week with incredible kids! 

In addition to the off-campus work, our 

young missionaries spent their afternoons 

teambuilding, engaging in Bible study and 

participating in daily devotionals. Their 

spirit, tenacity and energy were truly in-

spiring. I was overwhelmed by their heart-

felt comments and thoughtful insights dur-

ing our daily devotion, and their passionate 

reflections after our daily activities. De-

spite working during, perhaps, the hottest 

week of the year, the kids never com-

plained, they never tried to sidestep any 

task or responsibilities, and they always 

tackled everything before them with a true 

servant's heart. If they are any indication of 

things to come, we can rest assured that 

the future is very bright! 

I am humbled and honored to have been 

able to work with the amazing youth of 

Resurrection and be able to spread God's 

love and His message of compassion, ser-

vice, and devotion to one another.  
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the Lutheran Counseling Center (LCC). 

The LCC is a local faith-based nonprofit 

organization that provides individual and 

family psychotherapy services. Over the 

years, the LCC has brought hope and heal-

ing to many of our congregations’ mem-

bers and friends.  

Since the pandemic began, pastors and 

professional church workers in the New 

York metropolitan area have worked tire-

lessly to find ways to continue to support 

their parishioners while adjusting worship 

and fellowship to adhere to mandated pol-

icies. These men and women are not im-

mune to the pressures and worry that 

come with the reality of Covid, and they 

themselves need support.  

Molly Blancke, Director of the LCC, states: 

“There is an ongoing, long-term need to 

provide free counseling sessions for our 

metropolitan New York clergy and church 

workers who are stressed due to Covid, 

insecurities concerning the future of their 

churches and ministries, and in some cas-

es, in the midst of facing personal issues 

and losses.” 

The LEF committee of Dana Ryan, Karen 

Schoenfeld, and myself unanimously voted 

to support this mission with the entire 

$15,000 grant. On behalf of Resurrection, 

we believe it is a high priority to support 

the LCC so they can offer counseling ser-

vices to our local church leaders so they 

can continue to serve our community. This 

recommendation was shared at the Annual 

Meeting on June 6, 2021. and approved. 

“As congregations have struggled with so 

many challenges this past year and a half, 

inevitably many pastors are also strug-

gling. I m so grateful that our congregation 

is able to provide this necessary, timely 

blessing to church workers,” said Pastor 

Browning after the grant was awarded to 

the LCC.  

Recently, we received good news from 

Molly Blancke updating us as to the sup-

port the LCC has been able to give with the 

grant money they received from Resurrec-

tion back in June.  

From Molly: “Although it is a new grant, 

we are already counseling a total of eight 

pastor and workers and have two others in 

the process of beginning counseling. Some 

are in need of personal guidance during 

Covid and others are in need of a trained 

pastoral counselor who can walk with 

them through the discernment process of 

how to lead and minister effectively to 

their congregations in this pivotal time.” 

Thank you to our Resurrection community 

for your continued support to the Living 

Endowment Fund, which enables us to 

support ministries such as the Lutheran 

Counseling Center. 

LEF Grant to Lutheran Counseling Center  

Helps Local Churches  
 (continued from page 1) 
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Watch for your October church newsletter, with news, ministry 

updates, and feature stories to inform, inspire, and remind you 

of God’s love and faithfulness. The next issue of your monthly 

Lamplighter  brings a timely  message from Pastor Browning 

and a report from president John Kingston. Content will also 

include news from Youth & Family Ministry, as well as the Pre-

school, a Getting to Know You interview, Daily Bread devotional, 

and much more.  

 

Sundays, Traditional Worship 

In-Person —  8:30, 9:45 & 11am 

Online — 9:45am 

 

Saturdays, Contemporary Service  

In-Person — 5:30pm 

 

    

 
 

I 
n the first chapter of Joshua, we 

learn that Moses is dead and God 

commands Joshua to lead the 

people over the Jordan River into the 

promised land. God promises Joshua, 

“As I was with Moses, so I will be with 

you; I will never leave you nor forsake 

you.” (Joshua 1:5) And then three 

times in the next three verses God tells 

Joshua to be strong and courageous. 

Despite the differences in age, wealth, 

intellect, family relationships or per-

sonal history—throughout  the world 

all people experience change. Some of 

these changes we look forward to and 

consider achievements: graduations, 

marriages, becoming parents, for 

example.  

Other changes are not necessarily 

happy ones: the death of a parent or 

other loved ones, job losses, close 

relationships that become distant, or 

even moving to a new home or geo-

graphic area. 

Like us, Joshua experienced change. 

When he left Egypt, Joshua’s name 

was Hoshea (Numbers 13:8) which 

means “Salvation,” but while wan-

dering in the wilderness Moses 

changed his name to Jehoshua, 

which means “The Lord is Salva-

tion.” (Numbers 13:16). And like 

Joshua we have God’s promise to 

always be with us.  

Father God, help us not to be anx-

ious and fearful but rather coura-

geous and strong in the faith that 

You will never leave us or forsake 

us.  

 

                          TARA TALMADGE       

Have I not commanded you?  Be strong and courageous. 

Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your 

God will be with you wherever you go.  Joshua 1:9 

 


