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Coming Attractions 

“And I heard a loud voice from the 

throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling 

place is now among the  

people, and he will dwell with 

them. They will be his people, and 

God himself will be with them and be 

their God. He will wipe every tear from 

their eyes. There will be no more 

death or mourning or  

crying or pain, for the old order of 

things has passed away.”  

Revelation 21:3-4 

 

A 
s I write these words, it’s not yet 

October. As such, it seems a bit 

premature to start talking about 

November. But I can’t help myself. I’m very 

much looking forward to the first weekend 

of November, which always proves to be 

one of my favorite weekends of the year. At 

all of our worship services on Nov. 6 and 7, 

we will join with Christians throughout the 

world in observing and celebrating The Fes-

tival of All Saints.* 

All Saints’ Day is an invitation to God’s peo-

ple to remember all the special people in 

our lives and the life of the church who have 

departed from life in this world. Remem-

bering our departed loved ones is a bitter-

sweet exercise. Inevitably, we miss those we 

have lost and feel sadness, grief, and that 

sense of living with a void that simply can-

not be filled.  

But, at the same time, we also get to re-

member all that was good about their time 

in this world. With great thanksgiving, we 

remember those who were grandparents, 

parents, spouses, siblings, and dear friends.  

We remember the kindness, the friendship, 

the support, the joy, the laughter, the faith, 

and all the love they were able to give and 

receive. We remember the stories, the key 

moments, the profound impact they had on 

our lives.  

Best of all, every time we remember them, 

we also get to remember the promise of the 

One who has conquered death forever. Je-

sus rose from the dead to share the hope of 

resurrection and life everlasting with all of 

us. Because of Jesus, immortality is our 

destiny. Because of Jesus, we are blessed in 

the certainty that we will be reunited with 

all of God’s people who have departed from 

this life. We look forward, knowing we will 

see them again one day.  

This year, we are providing an additional 

way to observe All Saints’ Day and to re-

member dear loved ones who have departed 

from this life. Our Saints of Resurrection 

bulletin board will be in the lobby starting 

this weekend. During the entire month of 

October, when you attend a service, you can 

bring a picture or write the name of some-

one special and affix it to the board. The 

season will culminate on All Saints’ Week-

end, when the board will be a focal point for 

all of our worship services.  

Please turn to page 2 

O C T O B E R  2 0 2 1  



 

Join us in person or online, as we give 

thanks for the lives they had in this world, 

and the lives they will always have in the 

world that is to come.     

*Please note: All Saints’ Day is officially 

November 1. Many Christian congrega-

tions, including Resurrection, observe the 

Festival on the following weekend.  

Pastor Jeff Browning 

Pastor Browning is Pastor  

at Resurrection.   
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I 
t’s a decades-long tradition at Resur-

rection that defies expectations: 

teenagers willingly, and sometimes 

eagerly, waking up earlier than normal on 

a school day to come to church. These 

monthly Wednesday-morning prayer 

breakfasts commenced for 2021, gather-

ing students for a meal and prayer before 

volunteers provide rides to schools.  

“It’s been around since before my time 

here,” says Pastor Browning on this 

breakfast tradition. What in some days 

meant meeting at local diners, this year 

has taken a more homemade approach. 

On this inaugural occasion, volunteers 

beat the sunrise to prepare three dozen 

eggs, bacon, sausage, fruit, toast, and 

various juices for the incoming youth.   

But it's more than the promise of food 

that draws high-schoolers to these events. 

To some, prayer breakfast helps solidify 

friendships in the church. “Most of the 

people here are [also] in the high school 

youth group, so it's extra bonding,” says 

Gretchen Murphy, a high-school junior.   

In other ways, prayer breakfast is a way 

to make new friends, as Natalie Sweeney, 

also a junior says, “Through here, I be-

came friends with people I didn't ever 

think I would be friends with.” She con-

tinues, “I'm still friends with one of the 

seniors who graduated and told her, 

‘maybe if it wasn't for prayer breakfast,  

I wouldn't be friends with you.’”  

Pastor Browning structures this 

particular breakfast with a 

short worksheet, asking the 

students their favorite breakfast 

foods and three of their goals 

for the year—a difficult ques-

tion for 6 a.m. Prayer then fol-

lows, passed around the group, 

with more voices joining in as 

the year progresses. Scribbled 

on a piece of paper are Pastor’s 

notes—the goals that each stu-

dent said—which he keeps near 

his desk  and prays over through-

out the year.   

What keeps students coming back?  

I think there’s something you carry with 

you after a prayer breakfast, aside from 

the leftovers. From my own high-school 

experience, it’s a feeling that you started 

the day right, with people who care about 

you, sending you off with a full belly and 

spirit for whatever crazy things happen 

between first and last period.  

 

Abby Bezrutczyk 
is a science communicator and 

former editor-in-chief of Claritas, 

Cornell's journal of Christian thought. 

 

A Message  
from the President 
JOHN KINGSTON 

One of the most depressing books I've ever 

read is also one of the most important books 

I've ever read. 

And no, it wasn't a child's novel about a pup-

py dying. It is entitled Bowling Alone, a non-

fiction book published in 2000 by a Harvard 

professor, Robert Putnam.  

This book was widely discussed and argued 

about when published. Its basic thesis is that 

since the 60s, the U.S. had undergone a huge 

collapse of what he called "social capital." 

Think of the providers of social capital in the 

past whose numbers have plummeted: Boy 

Scout troops, Moose lodges, Bridge clubs. 

The human interactions in them provided 

social capital that has not been replaced. The 

consequences are enormous. 

The title comes from his research that 

showed during the period he studied, that 

the number of individual games bowled had 

soared. The number of games bowled in 

leagues—where you interact with your team-

mates and opponents—had fallen sharply. 

Hence, we were “bowling alone." 

We know churches have felt this too, and 

Putnam writes about that. I had already 

started to compose this letter when Pastor 

Browning’s sermon over the weekend of Sep-

tember 11-12, about the closure of a once-

thriving LCMS church in Queens, drove 

home the message of “Bowling Alone.” How 

much of the church’s demise was because of 

a broader societal collapse of social capital 

and how much of it was because of errors 

among the congregants that may have set its 

fate years ago? 

We still have a strong and vibrant church 

here at Resurrection, and our social capital is 

strong. It's nothing we should ever take for 

granted. It needs to be worked on and earned 

regularly. But it helps that we have the Good 

News to aid in keeping it together. That 

might be the greatest social capital of all.  

Eat, Pray, School 

Coming Attractions 
 (Continued from page 1) 

High-schoolers meet for monthly Prayer Breakfast at 

Resurrection.  
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R 
esurrection has been a long-

time supporter of many mis-

sions that help those in need. 

One of the missions we currently sup-

port is the Lutheran Immigration and 

Refugee Service. Our most recent gift 

to them is providing life-sustaining 

care for migrant and refugee families.  

Though physically located in Maryland, 

LIRS works with partners all over the 

country. The most urgent request at 

this time is for donations to assist Af-

ghan Allies needing food, housing as-

sistance, clothing and other basic 

needs. 

Recently they partnered with Lutheran 

Social Services of the National Capital 

Area welcoming over a dozen Afghan 

evacuees providing them with clothes, 

meals, and other necessities. Housing 

has proven to be difficult in the North-

ern Virginia area. In a recent Washing-

ton Post story, CEO Krish Vignarajah 

reported that this area may not be the 

best place to settle because there is 

such a saturation [in the housing mar-

ket] and there are high rental prices, 

but refugees will choose to settle there 

because that is a place that they know. 

In early September, LIRS completed a 

donation drive at their Baltimore head-

quarters for their Afghan neighbors. 

Basic necessities, including gift cards 

from major retailers, backpacks, school 

supplies, diapers, laptops in working 

condition, cellphones and SIM cards, 

kitchen utensils, dishware, linens, and 

cleaning supplies were collected until 

they ran out of room at the center.  

The LIRS website describes the work 

that they do and provides a wealth of 

information regarding current projects, 

as well as a link to subscribe to their 

weekly newsletter.  Resurrection has 

set a goal to support this mission once 

again this year. As a congregation, let 

us pray for God’s blessing on their 

work and join in their mission to be a 

witness to God’s love for all people. 

A prayer for refugees: 
Dear Lord Jesus, Your family on earth 

knew the life of refugees when they fled 

to Egypt. Bless all who seek refuge on 

this earth. Meet their needs for safety 

and for home. Move the hearts of Your 

people to show them welcome. Cause 

wars to cease and bring justice to the 

nations that no one will need to flee 

again.  In Your great mercy, Lord hear 

our prayer. Amen. 

 

Raya and the Last Dragon 
Walt Disney Animation Studios, 2021 
 
Have you sensed that children’s movies these 

days are often equally entertaining for adults? 

Well, beyond the grand adventure that takes 

place in this film, it is chocked full of redemption 

themes from start to finish. Dad redeeming 

daughter, enemy redeeming enemy, dragon 

redeeming humankind…yes, dragons. How could 

it NOT be entertaining when dragons are in-

volved?   

SPOILER: a major theme of the film is that trust 

is what binds people together, and to circumvent 

that trust is to plunge the world into chaos.  

In that same vein, this question came to mind: 

would I be willing to place my life into the hands 

of my enemy? This movie explores some depths 

of redemption and what it might mean. It offers 

up touchpoints to explore the Gospel message, 

to explore “what is the “breadth and length and 

height and depth” (Eph. 3:18) of the love of 

Christ. So, as entertaining as films can be, I en-

courage you to discover these Gospel touch-

points and incorporate them in how you might 

witness to the Gospel.  

Review by Vicar Joshua Kintz 

Official trailer: https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=1VIZ89FEjYI  

“Lutheran Immigration and Ref-

ugee Service (LIRS) is the larg-

est faith-based nonprofit dedi-

cated to serving vulnerable im-

migrants, asylum seekers and 

refugees in the U.S. Simply put, 

we resettle refugees, reunite 

children and parents, and rekin-

dle the American Dream.  

For more than 80 years, LIRS 

has been a champion for mi-

grants and refugees from 

around the globe. Our legacy of 

compassionate service has 

made a difference in the lives of 

more than 500,000 people who 

have sought safety and hope in 

America’s communities. Our 

history reflects our own deep 

immigrant roots and passionate 

commitment to welcoming new-

comers, especially those who 

are most in need.” (lirs.org) 

Missions: Lutheran Immigration  
and Refugee Service 
 MARIE DETTLING 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1VIZ89FEjYI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1VIZ89FEjYI
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“Time for Two’s” Is Back! 

  KAREN SCHOENFELD 

 

Last year our preschool was open, but due to 

Covid, we didn’t run our two-year-old pro-

gram. After setting up many safety precau-

tions, we are feeling more comfortable wel-

coming back our littlest learners.    

This year we have two classes of two-year-

olds, with 18 in attendance. The class time 

has been expanded to two hours, and we will 

add another 30 minutes in February. The 

children in Time for Two’s come twice a week 

either attending on Monday and Thursday or 

on Tuesday and Friday. Parents have the op-

tion of adding a third day on Wednesdays.    

Our Two’s program, just like the rest of the 

preschool, is faith-based, and we share the 

love of Jesus to the children. Our motto for 

teaching these little ones is “learning through 

play,” and this year our classroom theme is 

Growing in God’s Love.   

We get creative with art every day, and we 

enjoy our gym and playground time. Our 

classroom is filled with age-appropriate toys 

that provide education and entertainment. 

We read a story during snack time and love 

to shake out our wiggles through fun music 

and movement.  

If you have questions about these programs 

or any of our preschool classes, please con-

tact our Preschool Director, Christine Turner 

at 516 741-6447. 

E 
ncouragement helps us to be 

motivated, feel loved, and feel 

confident. It is important for 

our physical and mental health. Lack 

of support can lead us to become dis-

couraged and give up. When we en-

courage one another, we give and re-

ceive joy. “Therefore encourage one 

another and build each other up, just 

as in fact you are doing.”  I Thessaloni-

ans 5:11 

Resurrection’s care ministry currently 

offers two support groups.   

“First Place 4 Health” is a Bible-based 

wellness program. It enables members 

to achieve balance emotionally, spirit-

ually, mentally, and physically, with 

Christ taking first place in their lives. 

“Seek first His kingdom and His right-

eousness and all these things will be 

given to you as well.” Matthew 6:33  

First Place 4 Health meets weekly on 

Monday nights at 7:30pm in the fel-

lowship room. Our meetings include a 

devotional time, a Bible study, and a 

wellness topic discussion. Our fall Bi-

ble study is entitled, “The Joy Adven-

ture.”  We will discuss: “What is joy?”  

How is it different from happiness?  

What are its benefits?  How can we get 

it and keep it? How can joy be an es-

sential part of living a balanced, Christ

-centered life, empowering us to make 

healthy choices?   

“Loss of a Loved One, Shared” is Res-

urrection’s grief recovery support 

group. It is hosted by myself and Dea-

con Ellen Farber. Our members en-

courage one another as we seek help 

and healing after losing a loved one. 

We use materials from the Grief Share 

Program. Each session includes a de-

votional time, a video seminar, and 

group discussion. The video features 

top experts speaking on grief and re-

covery subjects. After seeing the video, 

the group members discuss what was 

presented and how it pertains to their 

lives. Each member receives a work-

book to use during and between ses-

sions. The workbook helps with per-

sonal study of the grieving process and 

also allows journaling.   

Loss of a Loved One, Shared meets 

once a month on a Saturday. We are 

resuming our meetings on Saturday, 

Oct. 16, at 1pm in the parish hall.  An 

individually packaged snack and drink 

will be available to be enjoyed during 

our meeting.  

If you would like to join either group 

or if you have any questions or con-

cerns, please send me an email at  

Linda@resgc.org.  

Linda Wardley 

is Resurrection’s Parish Nurse  

and Director of Christian Care.  

Monday, Oct. 4 
3:15 - 9:15pm 

 
 

To register, contact:  
Linda@resgc.org 

We learn to play together with some of our 

favorites, cars and Paw Patrol. 

Resurrection’s Care Ministry  

Provides Support Groups 
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Micki Dolan 

Member of the S.A.I.L board, Micki is a 

retired teacher, published poet, and free-

lance writer; now writes for us remotely, 

but remains a Resurrection member.  

T 
he Resurrection Christmas Fair 

is a yearly tradition held in early 

November  It was canceled last 

year because of the pandemic, but now 

it’s back! This year’s Christmas Fair will 

be Saturday, Nov. 6, from 10am to 4pm 

in the gym. 

It will be a scaled-down version of fairs 

of the past, due to continued Covid pre-

cautions. While no hot food will be 

served, there will be delicious, wrapped 

home-baked goodies for purchase, to 

take home and enjoy. 

There will be many things for sale, made 

lovingly by hand by our “Boutique La-

dies.” These devoted women have made 

a beautiful assortment of quilts, runners, 

painted items, crafts and crocheted 

items all for purchase at the Fair. Pro-

ceeds from the event will go toward mis-

sions. 

The ever-popular white elephant items 

will also be displayed for guests to pur-

chase. Any donated items must be thor-

oughly cleaned prior to donating. Unfor-

tunately, this year, we cannot accept 

toys, books, baskets or paintings. Donat-

ed items can be brought to church any 

time after Oct. 22 and placed on the 

stage. Volunteers will be needed to help 

set up and sell.   

For further information about whether 

an item is acceptable, or to volunteer, 

contact Kathy Lowe through the church 

office. 

 

Our Christmas Fair Returns! 

Left photos, Lois Wells (top) and Linda Brohm (lower) add finishing touches on Christmas gifts.  

Mission Boutique group photo, (from left) Front row, seated: Kathy Lowe, Ruth Chisholm, Linda Rohde; Second row, standing:  

Linda Brohm, Jeanie Ryan, Lois Wells, Gloria Berkowitz, Joann Filipkowski 
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Diana Auer 
is Director of Youth & Family Ministry. 

She loves to sing, bake and spend 

time with her husband, Matt and 

their miniature schnauzer, Ollie.  

O 
n September 26, 

Resurrection 

held our third 

annual Blessing of the 

Animals, a new tradition 

that seems, without fail, to 

bring joy and happiness to 

all. We were blessed with 

beautiful weather and a 

wonderful turnout with a 

variety of lovable pets!  

After a brief service, all 

pets received an individu-

al blessing, a blessing cer-

tificate and a pawprint-

themed magnetic picture 

frame for the humans to 

display on their fridge.  

Thanks to the generosity 

of our attendees, we were 

able to bring donations of 

lightly-used pet supplies and unopened 

pet food to The Little Shelter in Hunting-

ton, NY.  

While the event was focused on instilling 

blessings on our beloved pets, I believe I 

speak for many when I say that the ani-

mals are truly the ones who are blessing 

us. There is nothing like the greeting that 

my dog, Ollie (a wonderful four-year-old 

miniature schnauzer) gives to me when I 

arrive home from work. 

There is nothing like the feeling of cud-

dling on the couch with your beloved pet 

after a tough day. The love and compan-

ionship from your 

pet can change 

your life, for the 

better. However, 

you don’t have to 

take my word for 

it, there is science 

to back it up!  

In 2009, a study 

of 4,435 people 

found a signifi-

cantly lower risk 

of heart-attack 

deaths for the por-

tion of the group 

that owned cats.  

A study by “Psychology To-

day” found that 56 dog own-

ers in their study reported 

that their pet fulfilled their 

social needs more effectively 

by providing a greater sense 

of belongingness, meaning-

ful existence, control, and 

self-esteem were happier 

and healthier. They were less 

depressed, had greater self-

esteem, and were less lonely 

and stressed. And it’s not 

just cats and dogs that pro-

vide this effect! Researchers 

at Purdue University have 

shown that seniors suffering 

from Alzheimer’s disease 

consumed more food, had 

an increase in body weight 

and required fewer nutri-

tional supplements when an 

aquarium was placed in a 

care facilities’ dining room.  

There is no doubt that our pets, and our 

animal friends, are a blessing in our 

lives. We give thanks to God for His in-

credible creations and for the privilege to 

be able to live among all the animals of 

the world. As stated in Proverbs 12:10, 

“[t]he righteous care for the needs of 

their animals,” and I believe that it is our 

calling and our duty to care for the won-

derful animals in our lives, and all those 

animals who are hurting, scared, hungry 

or in any way ill-treated.   

As we sing in one of my favorite child-

hood songs, “all things bright and beauti-

ful, all creatures great and small. All 

things wise and wonderful, the Lord God 

made them all.” We give thanks for the 

blessing of our animals in our lives. 

 

The Blessing of (the) Animals 

Preparing for the third annual Blessing of the Animals, (from left) 

Deacon Michelle Kollmeier, Vicar Josh Kintz, Pastor Jeff Browning,  

Diana Auer, and eager to receive his blessing,, special guest, Alfred. 
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W 
e pray for all those listed on 

our prayer guide, and all 

those we name before You in 

our hearts now…”  

This sentence should be pretty familiar to 

anyone who has attended worship at 

Resurrection. We say this at each and 

every service. This sentence is always 

followed by a brief pause, a moment of 

silence, designed to allow those in at-

tendance to pray for people in need.  

If you’re anything like me, you have a set 

list of people you pray for, each and every 

time you come to this moment in the 

service, and you always start from the 

beginning and work your way through 

your list. The list evolves, of course, but 

the first ten or so people who I pray for 

have remained unchanged for many 

years.  

While the names of the first people that I 

pray for have not changed, the circum-

stances of some of those people have 

changed. Unfortunately, some of the peo-

ple who I would pray for to receive heal-

ing and strength have since passed away. 

Some of them were suffering with illness-

es, some of them were simply advanced 

in years. Some of them have been gone 

only a few weeks, some of them, years. Is 

there a point when I’m “supposed” to 

take them off my prayer list? Is there a 

time when you’re “supposed” to stop 

praying for those who have passed away?  

I’m sure there is a proper theological 

answer to this somewhat rhetorical ques-

tion, but in my heart, my answer is: no. I 

know that these special, amazing, im-

portant people don’t need my prayers 

anymore. They are in a place where they 

are whole, pain-free, and immensely, 

incomprehensibly happy.  

However, when I pray, and name them in 

my heart, it is my way of remembering 

them, and honoring them. I still pray for 

them, but my prayers have changed. In-

stead of praying for healing and strength, 

I pray that their spirit continue to live 

with me. Instead of praying for health 

and comfort, I pray that they might know 

that I am thinking about them. I know 

that Jesus has answered all of my prayers 

on their behalf, but I will continue to 

pray for them, until my soul no longer 

misses them.  

When Do You Stop Praying? 
  DIANA AUER 
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Your November Lamplighter  promises to bring  more news of 

Resurrection’s ministries, special events, and mission outreach 

opportunities.  Look for the timely message from Pastor Brown-

ing and a report from president John Kingston. Features also 

include news from Youth & Family Ministry, as well as the Pre-

school, a Getting to Know You interview, Daily Bread devotional, 

and much more.  

 

Sundays, Traditional Worship 

In-Person —  8:30, 9:45 & 11am 

Online — 9:45am 

 

Saturdays, Contemporary Service  

In-Person — 5:30pm 

 

    

 
 

Have you watched a child use blocks or 

Legos to build a structure? It’s amazing 

how intense their focus is, how each 

block they place on their design has 

been chosen specifically to fit their vi-

sion. If you try to remove the block or 

suggest another, most likely the child 

will refuse it and cling to their original 

choice. Our Father specifically has cho-

sen us to be His.    

Peter, the rock on which Christ built 

the church, has told us in this verse 

that we are living stones. We are cho-

sen by God, which means that we are 

precious to Him, too. Because we 

have been chosen and are treasured, 

we cannot help but change our ac-

tions, our thoughts, our behavior, to 

reflect the grace and love God has 

showered on us through Jesus.  

QUESTION 

As a temple of the Lord, how will you 

share God’s love with others?  

PRAYER 

Dear Heavenly Father,   

We thank You for sending Jesus and 

that through Him, we are brought 

closer to You. You build us up to be 

a spiritual house where others can 

learn about You. Help us to remem-

ber that You have chosen us as 

Your own. Work through our ac-

tions and words so that others may 

come to know You.  Amen. 

DO 

God has selected us. Be an example 

of God’s love to others around you 

so that they can become members 

of God’s family, too.  

ARMIA BAJIT  

You also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual 

house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices 

acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 1 Peter 2:5 


