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O 
 Lord, how many are 

Your works! In wis-

dom You have made 

them all; the earth is full of 

Your possessions. Psalm 104:24 
 

In my line of work, I hear a lot of sugges-

tions. So many people have various great 

ideas for potential ministries, church 

events, and new programs to enhance the 

life of our congregation.  

One of the most popular proposals in re-

cent years has focused on the possibility 

of holding a blessing of the animals event. 

This is a tradition that has been practiced 

by many Christians for nearly 800 years, 

originating centuries before the Lutheran 

Reformation, which we will also observe 

later this month.    

All Creatures of Our God and King 
PASTOR JEFF BROWNING  

Resurrection Takes Gospel 

Into the Neighborhood 

R 
esurrection has begun a new 

ministry to residents of Sunhar-

bor Manor, a nursing home in 

Roslyn, offering short worship services in 

one of the home’s large rooms.  

“I love the service,” said Pastor Brown-

ing. “It’s so great to see the faces of the 

residents when we sing a familiar hymn, 

or they connect with the Gospel mes-

sage.” 

On Thursday, Sept. 19, Pastor Browning, 

Michelle Kollmeier, Director of Spiritual 

Growth, Diana Auer, Director of Youth 

and Family Ministry, and Ken Meyn, 

piano player, conducted a worship ser-

vice for 14 people at the home.   

The Sunharbor program began when 

Rev. Robert Holsten, whose father was a 

resident, began conducting monthly ser-

vices. After the death of his father, Rev. 

Holsten, pastor of St. Paul’s Lutheran 

Church in Closter, New Jersey, could no 

longer continue the worship. He contact-

ed Pastor Browning to ask if there was 

anyone who could carry on. 

Please turn to page 3 

Please turn to page 2 



I have always found the animal blessing 

suggestion to be particularly appealing. 

In my home, our beloved dog is regarded 

as a member of the family, and a gift 

from God.  

Our pet brings us such joy. So many peo-

ple I know hold similar views of the four

-legged companions. 

We recognize, in our 

pets, the work of 

God’s hands. God 

blesses our lives on 

this earth through 

the animals He creat-

ed to befriend, serve, 

and protect us and 

enrich our lives in so 

many ways.      

Finally, this year, for the very first time, 

Resurrection will host The Blessing of 

the Animals. As detailed on page 5 of 

this edition of the Lamplighter, the event 

is slated for Sunday, Oct. 6 at 1:30 p.m.  

Everyone from the church and from the 

community is invited to bring their pet 

to attend a brief service and receive an 

individual blessing. All families will re-

ceive a special gift to commemorate the 

day. In addition, we will be accepting 

donations of new or lightly used pet sup-

plies and unopened pet food.  

I’m looking forward to a unique and 

wonderful event. My hope and my pray-

er is that this will be a great blessing to 

our congregation and our community. 

Perhaps a handful of people will make 

their way onto our 

campus for the first 

time, have a great ex-

perience, and will 

want to come back 

again, for a worship 

service or another op-

portunity.  

Of course, the ulti-

mate goal of every 

event and activity at 

Resurrection is to share the love of 

Christ and to make Him known.  

May God continue to bless our lives 

through His creatures, and may God use 

this event as a means to connect more of 

His children with the salvation He offers 

to all people through Jesus.       

 
Pastor Jeff Browning 

Pastor Browning is Pastor at 

Resurrection.   
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Hygiene Drive for God’s Love We Deliver 

…………………………………………………………..Oct 1—31. 

Info: Diana Auer, diana@resgc.org (See box on p4) 

 

Study: Talking to the Father……Wed, Oct. 2, 10am 

Take a closer look at prayer Jesus taught us to 

pray. Info: Michelle Kollmeier, michelle.kollmeier@ 

resgc.org. (Also 10/9, 10/16, 10/30)  

 

Women’s Ministry First Friday……..Fri, Oct 4, 7pm   

Learn how to live in the now. Bring a pie or tasty 

dessert. Info or to RSVP: Ellen Farber, ellen@ 

resgc.org or Karen Schoenfeld, karen@resgc.org 

 

Blessing of the Animals Service 

…………………………………………..…Sun, Oct 6, 1:30pm 

Bring your pet. (See article on p5.) 

 

Blood Drive.......................Mon, Oct 7, 3:15-9:15pm 

Resurrection Parish Hall. Need is critical. Sign up 

on Signup Row. Info or to make an appointment: 

Parish Nurse Linda Wardley at 516/746-4426 ext 

12 or Linda@resgc.org 

 

Confirmation Orientation………...….Wed, Oct 9, 7pm 

Welcome 6th graders and returning 7th and 8th 

grade students. Meeting for parents and all new 

acolytes. Info: Michelle Kollmeier, 

michelle.kollmeier@resgc.org 

(Classes continue 10/16, 10/23, 10/30) 

 

Flu Clinic...............................Fri, Oct 18 10am-12pm 

Open to all adults; administered by Walgreen’s 

pharmacist. Sign up on Signup Row and bring in-

surance cards. Info: Parish Nurse Linda Wardley at 

516/746-4426 ext 12 or Linda@resgc.org 

 

SAIL Luncheon.........................Fri, Oct 18, 12:30pm 

Parish Nurse Linda Wardley will speak on “Vial for 

Life”; Micki Dolan will provide a health trivia quiz. 

First aid items will be collected for New Life Center. 

Info: Ruth Chisholm, thru the church office. 

 

Fall Fest 2019………………………Sat, Oct 19, 12-2pm 

Family event with games, activities, pumpkin paint-

ing and snacks. Info: Diana Auer, diana@resgc.org 

(See article on p5) 

 

Loss of a Loved One - Shared........Sat, Oct 19, 1pm 

Support group to help those hurt by the death of a 

loved one; Session includes a video and discus-

sion; lunch is served. Information: Ellen Farber at 

ellen@resgc.org, or Linda Wardley at linda 

@resgc.org 

 

First Place 4Health.................Mon, Oct 21, 7:30pm 

New Bible study entitled “Taste and See” by well-

known teacher Margaret Feinberg. All are wel-

come. Info: Parish Nurse Linda Wardley at lin-

da@resgc.org (Also 10/28) 

God blesses our lives on 

this earth through the  

animals He created to 

befriend, serve, and pro-

tect us and enrich our 

lives in so many ways.      

All Creatures of Our God and King  
Continued from page 1 
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Breakthrough  

20th Century Fox 2019 

Breakthrough is based on the inspiration-

al true story of one mother’s unfaltering 

love in the face of impossible odds. When 

Joyce Smith’s adopted 14-year-old son 

John falls through an icy Missouri lake, all 

hope seems lost. But as John lies lifeless, 

Joyce refuses to give up. Her steadfast 

belief inspires those around her to contin-

ue to pray for John’s recovery, even in the 

face of every case history and scientific 

prediction. Breakthrough is an enthralling 

reminder that faith and love can create a 

mountain of hope, and sometimes even a 

miracle. 

This story is so many things. It’s heart-

breaking, as John struggles with his iden-

tity and self-worth. It’s honest, as the 

Smith family, and many others, wrestle 

with their faith in God. And, ultimately, it's 

powerful, offering a testimony to God's 

goodness and mercy. 

This powerful and true story shows us 

that miracles still happen. We’re remind-

ed that faith, even when it’s the size of a 

mustard seed, can produce seemingly 

impossible outcomes—the kind of out-

comes that can break through the doubt-

ing walls around our hearts. 

(Box of tissues recommended.) 

Review from PluggedIn.com 

Trailer:  https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=go1jaIRQc-o  

Pastor Browning says, “I jumped at the 

opportunity. It’s something I’ve been 

wanting our team at Resurrection to do 

for a very long time. I feel our ministry 

team has the gifts, the heart, and the 

commitment to do this ministry in a 

unique, meaningful, Christ-centered 

way.”   

Other participants have been equally 

enthused. Michelle feels “very joyful” 

about the new ministry. “I am thankful 

for this new opportunity to see where 

God is guiding us to serve and learn. 

From our very first visit, there has been 

a real sense of being welcome. We were 

met with warmth and interest from 

those who came to join in worship and 

from the staff.”   

Diana says, “I think that being able to 

work with a population that is some-

times overlooked is really important, 

and it is a great opportunity to remind 

the residents that God is always with 

them.” She says it is interesting “to see 

worship unfold in a different setting 

than I am used to. It is great to see how 

the Word and God’s message of grace 

and forgiveness can be received in any 

space.” 

Ken said, “The piano was in terrible 

shape and the acoustics were awful, but 

the enthusiasm and gusto with which 

the people sang made all that insignifi-

cant.”   

Sunharbor services will continue 

monthly, although there has been some 

mention of doubling the services to 

twice a month. 

Apart from the worship itself, Pastor 

says, “my favorite part of all this is the 

time before and after the service, when 

we have the opportunity to talk to and 

connect with some of the residents.” 

During his talk about Jesus, the Good Shep-

herd, Pastor Browning uses a picture as illus-

tration. Diana Auer looks on.  

Pastor Browning uses his cell phone to 

make a point during his message.  

“I feel our ministry team 

has the gifts, the heart, 

and the commitment to 

do this ministry in a 

unique, meaningful, 

Christ-centered way.” 

Resurrection Takes Gospel Into the Neighborhood 
 Continued from page 1 
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Diana Auer 
is Director of Youth & Family Ministry. 

She loves to sing, bake and spend 

time with her husband, Matt and their 

miniature schnauzer, Ollie.  

M 
y family and I recently took a 

trip down to Key West, Flori-

da. We flew into West Palm 

Beach and opted to drive the rest of the 

way to Key West. During this drive, it was 

impossible not to notice the unique plant 

life that thrives down in the tropical cli-

mate of southern Florida, most abun-

dantly, the mangroves. If you’ve never 

seen a mangrove, they are small shrub-

like trees that grow along the shore, with 

a very identifiable exposed tripodic root 

system.  

Once we arrived in Key West, we all dis-

cussed the different activities that we 

wanted to partake in during our vacation. 

My husband, Matt, and I decided to opt 

for a guided “backcountry” kayak tour. 

Upon arrival, we realized that we would 

be kayaking through the mangroves. 

During our tour, we learned that the 

mangroves survive through adaptation, 

collaboration and sacrifice. Mangroves 

are quite nimble plants. Instead of stay-

ing rigid, and snapping under the ex-

treme pressure of high winds, the man-

groves appear to “bow down” and resili-

ently spring up when the winds have 

ceased. They also intertwine their roots 

with the other mangroves around them 

and essentially “hold hands” to 

create a strong foundation, which 

prevent them from getting 

washed out to sea. Finally, and 

perhaps most significantly, man-

groves are sacrificial. Due to the 

high salinity of the water, the 

mangroves must “sacrifice” one 

leaf per branch and send all the 

salt from the water to that one leaf, to in 

effect, save the rest of the branch. 

After hearing this description, I immedi-

ately thought of Jesus. The mangroves 

survive only because of sacrifice, and we 

too are able to survive only because of 

Jesus’ ultimate sacrifice for us. Hebrews 

9:28 reminds us, “[s]o Christ was sacri-

ficed once to take away the sins of 

many…”  

We can learn a lot from the mangroves; 

to bend and sway instead of snapping 

from rigidity, to hold on to those closest 

to us as our source of strength, and re-

member that our lives have been saved 

thanks to the selflessness of sacrifice. 

What I Learned from the Mangroves 

Mangroves growing along the shore at Geiger Key, FL.. 

G 
od’s Love We Deliver is a Man-

hattan nonprofit that home-

delivers  meals to people in the 

NYC Metro area who are too ill to shop 

or cook for themselves, free of charge. 

On Thanksgiving, God’s Love delivers a 

freshly cooked holiday feast along with a 

meal for a guest and a gift bag with  

nonperishable food. This year, we will 

collect individually wrapped bars of 

soap and personal size tissue packets  

for these gift bags. Our goal is 500 of 

each item. Collection runs Oct. 1 -31.  

Your donation will bring dignity, hope 

and love to people who are often alone 

during the holidays. Contact Diana Auer 

at diana@resgc.org with any questions. 

Hygiene Drive for God’s Love We Deliver  

Back to School 
CHRISTINE TURNER, Director 

We began our new school year just after 

Labor Day. All teachers and staff are 

looking forward to a great 2019-2020 

school year. 

We have some new faces on our staff. 

Mrs. Sue Uhoda left our school for a 

Kindergarten teaching position in the 

public schools. We will miss her but 

wish her every success in the future. 

Mrs. Susan Bauer is taking over the Yel-

low Group as teacher, and we know she 

will be a tremendous asset to our pro-

gram and the children. She has two new 

assistants, Mrs. Catalina Mueller and 

Mrs. Margaret Goldman.  

In the Red Group, Mrs. Kathy Jendras 

will be assisting Mrs. Joanne Sardis, and 

Mrs. Kathy Wysocki will be a substitute 

and Transition assistant. We are always 

thankful that God sends us the very best.  

The Pre-K classes are looking forward to 

beginning a new language arts program 

this year, called Fundations, which will 

be helpful as the children go on to Kin-

dergarten.  

We have two sports programs for all age 

groups and a Spanish program for our 

Transition Class.  

In addition, we have added an optional 

third day for our Time for Two’s pro-

gram which was well received and will 

begin Oct. 16. Karen Schoenfeld is the 

Lead Teacher with Lorraine Foote assist-

ing.  

We’re off to a great start. 
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urrection will be one of the churches 

to do a Blessing of the Animals. It will 

be held on Sunday, Oct. 6 at 1:30 

p.m. “People have been asking about 

doing a Blessing of the Animals for 

many years now,” says Pastor Brown-

ing about the new event. “I’m really 

looking forward to the opportunity to 

provide this for our congregation and 

our community.” 

Church members and the community 

are welcome to bring their pets—

dogs, cats, birds, guinea pigs, snakes 

(it’s up to you!)—to be blessed that 

afternoon at the event, which Pastor 

hopes will become a new tradition. 

“We have a dog, Alfred, who is such a 

special part of our family and our 

everyday lives,” says Pastor Brown-

ing. “God provides so many blessings 

through our pets, including joy, com-

panionship, love, and a sense of pro-

tection, just to name a few. We recog-

nize pets as gifts from God, part of 

His creation, and we pray that God 

would bless our pets and bless our 

lives through them.” 

We hope pet owners will join Resur-

rection on Oct. 6, for this special 

blessing. 

Jennifer Smith  

is a wife, mom, and an author. She 

writes teen novels under her maid-

en name, Jen Calonita 

Micki Dolan 

Is a retired teacher, still actively tutor-

ing, and a freelance writer. She and 

husband Jim are the parents of two 

children and three grandchildren.  

F 
all is the time for all kinds of 

family fun: apple picking, 

cool weather, and pumpkin 

spice everything. And now some-

thing new and exciting has been 

added to your fall fun “to do” list. 

Resurrection will host its 2019 Fami-

ly Fall Fest on Saturday, Oct. 19, 

from 12 p.m. to 2 p.m.  

The event will be rain or shine, 

and—with weather permitting—it 

will be an outdoor event. There will 

be activities for all ages, traditional 

fall festival games, fun activities, face 

painting, pumpkin painting and sea-

sonal snacks! A raffle for gift baskets 

is also planned. 

This is a free event, organized by 

Diana Auer, Resurrection’s Director 

of Youth and Family Ministry, and it 

is open to the public. If you do plan 

to attend, please consider bringing a 

canned good/nonperishable item to 

be donated to the New Life Center, 

in Uniondale, Long Island. 

Snacks and other goodies will be 

available at the Family Fall Fest. If 

you would like to help, look for the 

signup sheet in the church lobby to 

volunteer to donate snacks, as well 

as to be a volunteer at the actual 

event. 

So put the Fall Fest on your “Must 

Do” list of fun activities this season. 

There will be lots of fall fun for eve-

ryone. 

 

Fall Fest; Fall Fun 

A 
sk the beasts and they will 

teach you the beauty of this 

earth,” Saint Francis of Assisi 

once said. Is it any wonder, then, that 

he is known as the patron saint of ani-

mals and the environment? Many 

churches throughout the world cele-

brate the saint, who abandoned a life 

of luxury for a life devoted to Christi-

anity after hearing the voice of God. 

The Father commanded Saint Francis 

to help rebuild the Christian church 

and live in poverty. The Feast of St. 

Francis is celebrated on or near Octo-

ber fourth of every year and is a popu-

lar time for animals to be blessed by 

the church.  

This year, for the first time ever, Res-

 

God Bless Our Pets:  
 Resurrection Plans  

 Blessing  

 of the  

 Animals 
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by DIANA AUER 

 Strong of Strong in September 

October 2  - High School Prayer Breakfast, 6:15am 

                     at Resurrection 

October 6  - Blessing of the Animals ,1:30pm 

October 9  - Confirmation begins, 7pm 

October 12 - Youth Outing to 6 Flags 

October 17 - High School Youth Group, 7pm 

October 19 - Family Fall Fest, 12-2pm 

October 25 - Middle School Youth Night,. 6:30pm 

T 
he school buses are running, 

the days are getting crisper, 

and just like that, the summer 

is winding down; but the youth and 

family ministry at Resurrection is 

back in full swing! We have had some 

really wonderful events in the past 

few weeks and are packing the calen-

dar full with even more in the upcom-

ing weeks! 

On August 29, we had our backpack 

packing event at Resurrection. We 

successfully packed 120 backpacks to 

help support the children in Pastor 

Taber’s congregation, St. John the 

Evangelist Lutheran Church in Brook-

lyn, as well as the community mem-

bers in the surrounding neighbor-

hood. Thanks to the overwhelming 

generosity from our congregation, we 

actually collected more supplies than 

were needed to fill the backpacks, and 

were able to bring supplies to Epipha-

ny Lutheran and Christ’s First Presby-

terian in Hempstead. This was such a 

great way to support children in their 

education, provide them with the nec-

essary tools to be successful, and help 

them to receive every possible future 

opportunity. 

On September 7 and 8, we 

kicked off the school year 

with our Rally Day Week-

end. At each service that 

weekend, we had a back-to

-school blessing for our 

teachers and students, and 

each teacher and student 

was gifted a Resurrection 

magnet with 1 Thessaloni-

ans 5:18 printed on the 

front. We also incorporated 

a new component of our 

back-to-school blessing, 

which was the blessing of 

the backpacks. This addi-

tion was another special 

way to honor our students 

and teachers. We also welcomed back 

our teachers and students for another 

year of Sunday School. We met our 

new families, sang songs and talked 

about our great program for the up-

coming year. We then wrapped up 

Rally Day Weekend at a Long Island 

Ducks game. The game was tied, the 

bases were loaded, there were two 

outs in the bottom of the 9th inning, 

and the Ducks hit a grand slam to win 

the game! Our youth were then able to 

take the field and run the bases as a fun 

finale to our day together. 

We also had our first High School Youth 

Group of the 2019-20 school season at Pas-

tor’s house. We had delicious BBQ food and 

played some fun lawn games together. We 

spent some time discussing our outreach 

goals for the year and came up with some 

impactful ways to help within our local 

neighborhoods. 

We look forward to a wonderful year to-

gether, working within our community, 

developing our fellowship with one another 

and filling our hearts and our lives with the 

message of Jesus’ love.  
Pastor Taber, Diana Auer and Walter Woicyk in front of our 120 backpacks.  

Our Resurrection family with QuackerJack at the Long Island 

Ducks game.  
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News from the Parish Nurse  

Flu Clinic - Friday, Oct. 18 
Resurrection will host a flu clinic on Friday, Oct. 18, from 10 a.m. to 

12 p.m. (Seniors can come for the flu 

shot, then attend the SAIL lunch.) All 

adults are eligible to receive the vaccina-

tion. Please sign up on Signup Row. 

Sponsored by Walgreen's Pharmacy, a 

Walgreen's pharmacist will administer the 

vaccinations, which are covered by Medi-

care and many insurances. Bring your  

insurance card with you on that day.   

Blood Drive - Monday, Oct. 7 
To help replenish low blood supplies, Resurrection is hosting a 

blood drive, Monday, Oct. 7, 3:15 to 9:15 p.m. in the parish hall.  

For more information and to schedule 

an appointment, contact Linda Wardley 

at 516.746.4426, ext. 12, or email         

linda@resgc.org Signups are available 

before or after services on Saturdays 

and Sundays 

Glen Boehmer 

Co-founder of Oktoberfest, proud 

father of 3 and husband to Janet. 

He owns and operates Sentinel 

Printing in Hempstead.  

O 
n Friday, Nov. 1, we will be 

celebrating our second Novem-

berfest. Festivities will be at 

Prost Grill and Garten, Garden City, 

beginning at 7 p.m.  

We’ve expanded the menu slightly from 

last year, and we will have an open bar 

for beer and wine. Our team will be put-

ting together a beautiful selection of 

raffle prizes, and all proceeds will bene-

fit the missions of Resurrection. 

This year’s event will be limited to 80 

people (last year’s event was overcrowd-

ed with 95 attendees). Ticket prices will 

be $65 per person and will be sold at 

church. There will be no assigned seat-

ing and you will be free to move around 

the restaurant. 

Novemberfest is a wonderful way to 

enjoy the fellowship and friendship of 

God’s awesome church. Most im-

portant, German attire is highly encour-

aged and appreciated. 
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“For God gave us a spirit not of fear but 

of power and love and self-control.” 

What truly comforting words that Paul 

gives to Timothy! Just like today, the 

world for Timothy seemed to be getting 

more and more treacherous for Chris-

tians. When writing this, Paul himself 

was in prison and would ultimately die 

for the faith. Yet, he tells Timothy that 

God has given him a spirit not of fear but 

of love and self-control. In other words, 

he commands Timothy to not be afraid of 

the Gospel despite the world around him 

but instead to spread the Gospel with the 

help of God. 

We are called to do this, too! Despite the 

pressures of the world we are called to 

spread the Gospel not with fear or timid-

ity but with love and self-control, not for 

our sake but for the sake of the Gospel. 

THINK 

The world wants to squash the Gospel, 

but what are ways we can overcome our 

fear of spreading the Gospel to those who 

need to hear it the most? 

PRAY 

When praying consider asking God for 

strength to face the pressures of today 

and of this world and be given this pow-

er of love and self-control for the sake of 

the Gospel. 

DO 

Spread the Gospel to those at work, 

family, and friends despite the difficul-

ties you might face because of it, for 

God is always with you!  

Vicar Jacob Smith  

Watch for the November Lamplighter, with an inside look into Resurrec-

tion’s help with the New Life Center, a Getting to Know You interview, a 

poignant message from Pastor Browning, highlights from Youth and 

Family Ministries, wisdom from  Resurrection’s Preschool, devotion on 

the Daily Bread verse for November, and much more.   

 

For this reason, I remind you to fan into flame the gift of 

God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands, for 

God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and 

self-control.   

              2 Timothy 1:6-7 

Saturday 
5:30pm 

• 

Sunday 
8:30am, 9:45am & 11am 

• 

Sunday School & Adult Classes 
9:45am 


