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Pastor Jeff Browning 

Pastor Browning is Pastor  

at Resurrection.   

Thanksgiving 

A 
s many of you know, and as you 

will again be reminded elsewhere 

in this newsletter, we have entered 

the season of Stewardship.  You should have 

received a letter in the mail regarding mak-

ing a financial commitment to the church 

for the upcoming year. The next several 

weekends, at all of our worship services, you 

will be getting gentle reminders about com-

pleting commitment forms for 2023. Stew-

ardship weekend will be on November 12-

13.  

Obviously, there will be a fair amount of talk 

about giving in the coming days, and neces-

sarily so. We give to support the ongoing 

mission of Christ’s Church, in our commu-

nities and throughout the world. We give in 

response to the One who gave us His very 

own Son, so that we might have life and sal-

vation. We give because Jesus gave His life 

to give us life, forgiven and eternal life with 

God.  

We give so that others may know the Jesus 

we know, the Savior of the world and the 

Lord of all. We give because we recognize 

the undeniable truth of James 1:17: Every 

good gift and every perfect gift is from 

above, coming down from the Father of 

lights with whom there is no variation or 

shadow due to change. All the blessings of 

this life, all the wonderful moments, the 

amazing people and relationships, all of the 

goodness that we experience on this earth, 

all the hope and joy we have as we live look-

ing forward to eternal life with Him, all are 

gifts from God. God shares His abundance 

with us. When we give, we realize we are 

merely giving a portion of what He’s gra-

ciously sharing with us. We’re giving what’s 

already His. 

But of course, stewardship involves more 

than finances. We also are compelled to give 

our time, our talents, and our very selves in 

response to the One who gives us every good 

and perfect gift. Over the years, so many 

people have given their time in service to 

Christ here at Resurrection. As I often note 

(but probably not often enough): Ministry 

could not happen at Resurrection were it 

not for all the volunteers who devote so 

many hours and so much energy to do God’s 

work in this place.  

A few weeks ago, during our worship ser-

vices, we made a plea for volunteers in all 

areas of ministry. This was due to a shortage 

of helpers in the wake of the past nearly 

three years. The response has been nothing 

short of overwhelming. In the past few 

weeks, nearly 100 people committed to 

serve the church. Thanks to all of you who 

have stepped up to help. Your generous gifts 

of service show that any shortfall at our 

church is correctable. 

God has blessed us with the people, the tal-

ents and the resources to proclaim the love 

of Jesus Christ here and throughout the 

world in meaningful ways. Most important-

ly, He shares that love with us every day into 

eternity, filling us with meaning and pur-

pose. We are truly blessed. Let’s join togeth-

er and recommit to being the church He 

calls us and empowers us to be.     

PASTOR JEFF BROWNING  

N O V E M B E R  2 0 2 2  
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A Message  
from the President 
LAURA BAUER W 

e are so blessed to be mem-

bers of the Lutheran Church 

of the Resurrection in Gar-

den City. Despite the tremendous im-

pacts and changes resulting from the 

Covid-19 pandemic, our church contin-

ued to deliver weekly inspiration 

through online streaming, outdoor ser-

vices, safety protocols, and many other 

adaptations. Our community demon-

strated resilience and flexibility in deal-

ing with challenges.  

Unfortunately, as in-person attendance 

dropped in 2020 and 2021, so too did 

overall giving and volunteering. Indeed, 

the Church has had to deal with a finan-

cial shortfall the past few years that 

needs to be fixed. There is no diocese 

subsidy or government funding that 

covers the gap. We are it. The good 

news is that our congregation is dy-

namic, hearty, and up to the task.  

On Stewardship Weekend (November 

12-13), we will discuss the challenges, 

opportunities, and solutions that re-

side within each of us as members of 

the body of Christ. We will discuss the 

theme of the stewardship campaign—

RAISE—which stands for Reallocate, 

Automate, Index, Share, and Experi-

ence.  

This simple acronym elegantly reflects 

our challenge to raise our eyes to God 

(and away from our electronic devices 

and worldly distractions). It simply en-

courages us to raise our hands to volun-

teer our unique talents and time to ful-

fill Jesus’ imperative to love our neigh-

bors. It also clearly represents our need 

to raise our gifts to Resurrection to 

strengthen and reinforce the good 

works that this church does every day, 

every week, every year.      

You should receive a letter and a com-

mitment form (due by Dec. 9), which 

invites you to recognize God’s many 

blessings by returning a portion of the 

time, talent, and treasure He has be-

stowed upon us. We ask that you offer 

your financial pledge, identify areas for 

volunteering, and specify any skills and 

talents you could share with the congre-

gation. We aim to have (1) 100% partici-

pation in returned commitment forms 

and (2) average pledge increases of 

$10/week for 2023 to restore our finan-

cial health.  

Thank you for making Resurrection a 

priority in your lives! We know that 

with God's grace and your generous 

commitments, we are more than 

enough to meet any near-term chal-

lenge.  

Raise Your Eyes to God 
JAMES KUMPEL, Stewardship Chair 

 

Donate with Our New QR Code    

Scan the image and proceed 

through the prompts. After the 

initial setup,  scan to log in to 

your account. Each donation 

follows with a text confirma-

tion.  

W 
hat a comfort!  As we enter 

this fall season, so many 

things feel familiar, nor-

mal—part of our usual routines. While 

health concerns have not disappeared, 

they are now, for the most part, more 

manageable. I am grateful that change 

has allowed us to reconnect with one 

another and with the community we 

live in. 

Church is in full swing—no reservations 

necessary. Children are attending Sun-

day School, and Confirmation classes 

are not only underway, they are very 

well-attended.   

Dedicated women of the congregation 

have been meeting for months, plan-

ning for a full-scale return of our 

Christmas Fair in early November. And 

we are now recruiting volunteers to 

assemble, host and man our well-

known Night in Bethlehem. Speaking 

of volunteers, Resurrection stepped up 

to the call, and close to 100 people re-

sponded to Pastor Browning’s request 

for all types of helpers. Thanks be to 

God! 

Everything I mentioned is an in-person 

endeavor.  Church is open and we ask 

you to be here with us, in person, espe-

cially during worship. Unlike so many 

things where workarounds were devel-

oped, or activities postponed, there is 

no substitute for receiving Commun-

ion. Not only does this highlight of the 

worship service allow us to commune 

with God, it also allows us to be in com-

munity with one another, as we jointly 

take part in this irreplaceable sacred 

ritual.  Let us break bread together.   
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W 
omen’s Ministry’s Plant Sale 

Committee will provide you 

with all your greenery needs 

for the holiday season. An assortment of 

wreaths, roping, grave blankets, poin-

settias and more will be available by pre

-order form. A new item this year is a 

wreath decorated with a red, white, and 

blue bow appropriate for a veteran’s 

grave or to show your support for our 

troops. 

Order forms will be distributed after 

worship services and will also be availa-

ble in the narthex and on Resurrection’s 

website,  click here. Orders must be re-

ceived by Sunday Nov. 6. Delivery from 

our grower will be Nov. 25, and orders 

may be picked up at church on the Nov. 

26 and 27.  

There will be some items for sale at that 

time, but the greatest selection will be 

on the order form. All proceeds from 

this sale go toward Resurrection’s Chris-

tian Concerns Fund to help someone in 

need within our community. 

Carolyn Orlik 

Enjoys sharing her love of music (worship 

team), photography and writing (publicity), and 

gardening (Women’s Ministries Plant Sale) 

Deck the Halls 

S 
o many times in my life I have 

said to myself, “I love my church,” 

and it is usually after a special 

church service or when someone unex-

pectedly says or does something espe-

cially kind. 

Lutheran elementary school and Sunday 

School were the start of my education. 

Religion provided a strong foundation 

for all the years to come. I loved my 

school, my teachers and fellow students, 

some of whom I am still in contact with. 

Teenage years brought some challenges. 

Thankfully my church had a very strong 

youth group and choir, with ministers 

who guided us along the way. Friday 

nights were always spent in the church 

building, first for choir practice and then 

youth group. Loved those Friday nights. 

Only later in life did I realize how fortu-

nate I was to be able to grow up with 

friends in the safety of the church. I was 

well aware of the temptations and the 

troubles of the world but was equipped 

to make solid decisions about what di-

rection I wanted my life to take.  

There have been times when my faith 

has been shaken. Losing parents, rela-

tives, and friends were always tough, but 

support from my church helped me 

through those times. Sickness was an-

other test of faith, and prayer was the 

only thing I had control over. Prayers of 

supplication turned into prayers of 

thankfulness. 

As I look back on my church life, it is all 

the people in the congregation that mean 

the most to me. The pastors, vicars, altar 

assistants, teachers, music directors and 

choir members, youth group leaders, 

Bible study and Sunday School teachers 

and service organization volunteers have 

always made my church vibrant. Wor-

ship services bring us all together, and it 

is exciting. I’m so happy to be part of this 

and continue to say, “I love my church.” 

Member Moment: “What Church 

Has Meant to Me” LOIS WELLS 

The Chosen 
First Episode, 2017 

Written and produced by Dallas Jenkins   

I’ll be honest with y’all, whenever I see a 

movie or TV show based on Jesus I think, 

with a few exceptions, that they usually 

come off bad. They are cheesy, bad acting, 

and most of the time inaccurate. I think the 

reason is that they always try to get into the 

mind of Jesus/God.  

That’s why I think Dallas Jenkins’ The Cho-

sen is so good. He lets you see the story of 

Jesus from the perspective of those who 

followed Him. Follow Peter, Andrew, James, 

John, and others as they are called by Je-

sus to follow Him and how they react to the 

many wonderful and at times confusing 

things He does.  It’s a very human ap-

proach, and you’ll find yourself relating with 

some of Jesus’ followers in the ways they 

react to what is happening. 

The Chosen is an ongoing TV show pro-

duced by Angel Studios and is free to 

watch on their website. I highly recommend 

giving this show a try sometime to anyone 

who wants to experience the ministry of 

Jesus from a viewpoint we can all relate to. 

Review by Vicar Matthew Lynch 

Trailer: Youtube.com, search “The Chosen” 

https://resgc.org/media/christmas-greens
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K1-FoFj8Jbo
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T 
his month, the Sunday School 

students are being asked to 

fill shoeboxes with gifts for a 

child who has never heard of Jesus. 

Shoeboxes are sent to more than 100 

countries around the world, including 

the Ukraine where over 400,000 chil-

dren have participated in shoebox 

outreach events since the fighting 

began. 

Franklin Graham, President of Sa-

maritan’s Purse, reports: 

In sending the Gospel to the ends of 

the earth, we are also sharing God’s 

Word with dozens of unreached peo-

ple groups and going to hard-to-reach 

places to make His Name known. 

This has resulted in over 1,000 

churches being started in one year! 

For example there’s now a church in 

a remote village in Namibia among 

the Himba unreached people group.  

“Before we had never heard of Je-

sus,” said Pastor Kuy-

elia, leader of the new 

church. “Now, we 

have abandoned 

witch doctors and see 

God alone in prayer 

and worship.” 

It’s easy to pack a 

shoebox. Choose a 

boy or a girl and a 

specific age group. 

Purchase a “wow” 

item, and then fill the 

box with other gifts, 

which can include school supplies, 

toys and hygiene items. Also include 

a personal note or photo. A $10 dona-

tion is needed to cover shipping and 

other project costs. Make the $10 

donation online at https://

www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-

christmas-child/ways-to-give/ or 

include in a postage paid envelope.   

The congregation is invited to partici-

pate. Detailed information and in-

structions are available in the Educa-

tion Lobby. Drop off the box at 

church by Nov. 20. 

More information and videos are 

available at samaritanspurse.org/occ   

Marie Dettling 

serves on the Church Council  

as Special Missions Chair. 

The Children’s Corner 
 JULIET ACQUAVITO, Green Group Teacher   

Lutheran Preschool has made a very exciting 

addition this year: our Children’s Corner! This 

fenced-in green space adjacent to the play-

ground allows us to expand our teaching be-

yond the classroom walls in a safe, enclosed 

space. 

One of my favorite uses of the Children’s Cor-

ner is for science! Our class did our first “Sink 

or Float” experiment there. We also used 

items found outside like leaves, pinecones, 

and rocks! The children learned that they are 

all scientists and how to make a prediction.  

Our next experiment for the Children’s Corner 

is making a volcano!  

We also walked through the area to collect 

items for our fall wreath. While we walked, we 

talked about using our senses to experience 

nature outside. The children shared what they 

could see, hear, touch, and smell! (We saved 

the taste discussion for our apple tasting at 

snack!)  

The extra out-

door space has 

also given us a 

fabulous place to 

discuss the sea-

sons and the 

changes from 

summer to fall. 

We can truly 

appreciate the 

beautiful world 

God has made. 

Sometimes the 

Children’s Cor-

ner is just a welcome change of scenery and 

chance to get some fresh air. We have utilized 

the Children’s Corner for story time. We have 

big plans to use it for fingerplays, songs, and 

dancing too! 

This safe, outdoor space has enriched the pre-

school experience this year. I can’t wait to see 

all the learning it enhances over the year. 

Story Time in the Children’s 

Corner 

Samaritan’s Purse: 
Operation Christmas Child 

https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/ways-to-give/
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/ways-to-give/
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/ways-to-give/
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Jennifer Smith  

is a wife, mom, and an author. She 

writes teen novels under her maiden 

name, Jen Calonita 

A 
fter a two-year hiatus, a beloved 

church event is back! Night in 

Bethlehem (NIB) will return on 

Dec. 2 and 3,  from 6 to 9 p.m., and Resur-

rection could use everyone’s help getting 

ready. For those who’ve never experienced 

NIB before, the interactive event brings to 

life the night of Jesus’s birth with a live 

nativity and a walk-through time experi-

encing shops one might have found in 

Bethlehem. 

“New visitors to Bethlehem can expect to 

be greeted by—God-willing—many volun-

teer townspeople from Resurrection,” says 

Director of Spiritual Growth, Michelle 

Kollmeier. “The petting zoo animals are 

back! The live nativity in the outdoor tent 

will make a comeback too! All visitors are 

invited to visit many of our beloved shops, 

like the marketplace, the carpenter shop, 

and the town scribe.” 

In addition, many family favorites for 

small children will return, including a pot-

tery shop, bead shop, and a new offering--

a musical instrument shop. Most im-

portantly, Bethlehem's "Lentil Soup" will 

be a part of the festivities. 

“This is a sign that we are back in full 

swing, and the movement of the Holy 

Spirit is guiding us to move forward with 

anticipation, positivity, and excitement in 

sharing the Gospel message in a meaning-

ful way with our members and to the com-

munities near and far,” says Michelle. 

Ready to get involved? There are many 

ways to help. Interested in set-up? People 

are needed to hang the twinkle lights in 

the gym on Saturday, Nov. 26, beginning 

at 8 a.m. Further building of Bethlehem's 

shops and decor will begin in the after-

noon and evenings on Nov. 28 & 29. 

(There will be a special sign-up for this.) 

Always dreamed of being an actor or enjoy 

interacting with friends new and old? NIB 

needs to fill the following roles: Shep-

herds, shopkeepers, census takers, Roman 

guards, beggars, and the tax collector. 

Middle school and high school students 

(6th - 12th) are welcome to sign up for any 

task. Children in elementary school are 

also welcome to participate but need to be 

accompanied by a volunteering parent. 

“NIB is a wonderful way for an entire fam-

ily to get involved,” Michelle says. “For 

example, a whole family can serve in one 

shop.” 

The most important person of the night, 

Baby Jesus, might be a volunteer as well. 

If a family with a small infant feels com-

fortable and is interested, they should 

reach out to Michelle for details.   

There is so much to look forward to when 

NIB returns, and anticipation is building 

among all. “Bethlehem is always so spe-

cial,” says Pastor Browning.  “If we didn’t 

fully appreciate that before, these last two 

years of not having it, have made it abun-

dantly clear. I know this year is going to 

be especially wonderful and meaningful.”   

The Return of Night in Bethlehem  

Casting Call for this year’s Night in 

Bethlehem — Our casting director is 

looking for shopkeepers, shepherds, 

Roman guards, basket makers, beg-

gars, tax collectors, musical instru-

ment vendors, carpenters, bakers, 

petting zoo keepers, soup makers, 

scribes, a Holy Family; plus set design-

ers and thousands of visitors. All inter-

ested, visit resgc.org/nib.  
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Diana Auer 
is Director of Youth & Family Ministry. 

She loves to sing, bake and spend 

time with her husband, Matt and their 

miniature schnauzer, Ollie.  

I 
t’s hard not to be captivated by the 

beautiful, vibrant colors of the leaves 

on the trees that frame Resurrection. 

As the foliage changes and the tempera-

ture drops, we give thanks for our Lord 

and Savior Jesus Christ, who never chang-

es, who never leaves and who is always by 

our side. Our youth and family ministry 

has been, and is always, encouraged by 

this promise!  

Explorers 
We embraced the fall feeling with our 

youth groups this past month. Our Ex-

plorers group met and discussed how God 

wants us to have good hearts, and to see 

beyond what’s on the surface when we 

meet new people. We put together a great 

fall craft that reminded us that Jesus’ love 

shines in us and through us. Our middle 

school and high school youth groups had 

a great time of fellowship while painting 

pumpkins! We give thanks for our youth 

and their desire to spend time together 

and grow stronger in their faith.  

Preschool 
Our preschool enrichment program also 

kicked off in the beginning of October 

with our Transitions group. This is a com-

pletely free, 5-week afterschool program 

offered to the older members of our pre-

school, which is designed to amplify the 

interpersonal skills that they are learning 

in the classroom and connect these princi-

ples to the teachings of Jesus. It is a won-

derful opportunity that we can offer to our 

preschool families, and I am thrilled to 

report that we have 100% participation 

from our Transitions group! Inspired by 

Matthew 19:14, we give thanks for the 

opportunity to introduce our little chil-

dren to Jesus and His love.  

Fall Fest 
No fall would be complete at Resur-

rection without Fall Fest! Under lots 

of sunshine and crisp autumn air, 

we hosted our annual Fall Fest 

event on Saturday, Oct. 29.  

We had a wonderful turnout, with 

lots of Resurrection families, friends 

and community members who 

joined us in celebration. There were 

games, pumpkin painting, face 

painting, scavenger hunts, raffles 

and even cotton candy! It was a 

wonderful opportunity to gather 

together, have some fun, and spend 

time with old and new friends.  

Christmas Fair 
Our youth are looking forward to 

working alongside our Christmas 

Fair volunteers on Saturday, Nov. 5, 

as we seek to bless our patrons with 

beautiful gifts, baked goods, Christ-

mas decorations and, of course, 

food!  

We look forward to raising money for 

missions locally, nationally and interna-

tionally. As we read in 1 Timothy 6:18, we 

are grateful for the chance to support or-

ganizations that help those most vulnera-

ble and in need among us.  

We pray for the strength to follow Jesus 

as He leads us to help those who are lone-

ly, suffering and in great need. Help us to 

learn to have a servant’s heart and live in 

humility and gratefulness, in response, 

with gratitude, to the One who showed us 

what it truly means to serve others.  

  

 

 

Changing Leaves, but Steadfast Faith 

(clockwise from left) Kelly and Grace Cassaro enjoying Fall Fest; Mia Schaltenbrand is all smiles at 

Fall Fest; Gianna Calonita, Hana Kollmeier and Adrianna Nordquist get ready to help paint pumpkins. 
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 Deacon Ellen Farber checks in with  

Resurrection’s second vicar, Rev. 

Adam Matheny, to find out where 

God has led him and his family. 
 

T 
here is a town, southwest of Min-

neapolis, MN, called Mankato. 

Locally, it is also known as 

“Lutheranville.” In this small city, there 

reside approximately 5.300 Lutherans! 

While there are several Lutheran church-

es (three are LCMS), one stands out as 

being on the higher end of midsize, wor-

shipping around 300 each weekend.  

Pastor Adam Matheny takes great joy in 

helping the 1,000 members of his flock 

see the value 

in Christian 

faith. Six 

years ago, Pr. 

Adam and his 

wife, Laura, 

accepted his 

first call to 

Our Savior 

Lutheran 

Church, Man-

kato, MN as 

an associate 

pastor. Today 

he is the sole 

pastor, with a 

deaconess 

and very sup-

portive staff 

and congregants.  

The Matheny family came to Resurrec-

tion nearly eight years ago with their son 

Elijah (now 8), and we all welcomed their 

daughter, Lilly (now 7) into the fold. 

Laura is a full-time worker at home and 

church. She home-schools Elijah and 

Lilly, both third grade level, along with 

their other three children, Jesse (6), Hen-

ry (4), and Louis (2-½). Laura is active in 

church groups including Altar Guild, and 

her love of cooking is put to good use 

making Wednesday night meals at church 

that nourish the body of those who attend 

one of the various groups (Choir, Confir-

mation, Bells, etc.) who help to nourish 

the soul. The whole family is involved in 

outdoor activities (hiking, running, back-

packing, and sports), and they are all 

learning songs, family culture, and Latin 

together. Affectionately known as our 

‘barefoot Vicar,’ Pr. Adam still does run 

barefoot with his congregational presi-

dent and the church back-packing club.  

I asked Pr. Adam what his favorite thing 

about being a pastor is. “Helping people 

to get what God is doing by and in the 

Word” was his response. He gets to enjoy 

all the groups at church without being the 

leader of any one group, but by getting to 

work with all 

to bring God’s 

word to each 

age group. His 

passion is to 

share the 

Word with 

everyone. His 

church has an 

active L.E.R.T. 

(Lutheran Ear-

ly Response 

Team) that 

deploys to help 

in disasters. 

Just recently, 

he led a group 

down to Re-

deemer Lu-

theran Church 

in Englewood, FL, bringing a fully 

equipped disaster response trailer. This 

mission trip, to help that church and sur-

rounding community clean up after the 

recent hurricane, was just the first of sev-

eral planned. You can see more about the 

trip in the Reporter (Lutheran newslet-

ter) or on their website at oslcmakato.org, 

or on their Facebook page.  

Ellen Farber 

Serves as a Deacon at 

Resurrection.  

Where’s the Vicar Now? 

The Matheny Family at home in Mankato, MN,. 

(l-r) Front: Lilly and family dog; Second row: Laura and Pr. 

Adam, with sons, Henry, Jesse, Elijah, and Louis. 
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Our next issue of the Lamplighter  will  be our December/January 

2022-23 edition, with feature articles on Resurrection’s Children’s 

Choirs, Youth Prayer Breakfasts, a Getting to Know You interview, 

and other timely news to bless and enrich your faith.     

Sundays, Traditional Worship 

In-Person — 8:30, 9:45 & 11am 

Online — 9:45am 

 

Saturdays, Contemporary Service  

In-Person — 5:30pm 

 

 
 

D 
o you ever feel like life gets 

in the way of praying and 

we only remember to pray 

when we need something? Do you 

ever feel that prayer is something we 

do at night before going to sleep? Be 

careful—we don’t want praying to 

become a daily task that we do at the 

same time, every day, while saying 

the same thing. 

Are we praying with all our heart or 

just reciting words? I ask these ques-

tions to you knowing that I ask these 

questions to myself as well (and 

know that I am guilty of this more 

than I’d like to admit). I sometimes 

forget that I can pause in the middle 

of what I’m doing and say a short 

prayer instead of waiting until later 

that night. 

If you feel the need to pray, take 

some time to do so as soon as you 

can. You don’t need to be at home or 

even alone, you just need to be genu-

ine and pray with your whole heart. 

Jeremiah notes that you will “find 

Me” when you “seek Me with all your 

heart.” 

There’s a very beloved Sunday School 

song with lyrics that may come to 

mind when reading this verse, “read 

your Bible, pray every day.” I repeat, 

“pray every day.”  

My suggestion to you, especially as 

Thanksgiving approaches, is to pray. If 

you are struggling, lean on God and 

your faith to carry you through. That 

said, we are all blessed; thank God for 

those blessings.  

SARINA SINGH 

Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, 

and I will listen to you. You will seek me and find me 

when you seek me with all your heart.  

Jeremiah 29:12-13 


