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W 
e’re entering a season that has 

always been a time of giving at 

Resurrection. As you will see 

throughout this newsletter, we have many 

great opportunities for you to give over the 

next several weeks. Our congregation is do-

ing drives for nonperishable food and new 

winter clothing. In addition to the challeng-

es that we all are facing right now, many in 

our local communities are facing the pro-

spect of a winter without enough food and 

warmth. God has blessed us and positioned 

us to do something about that. Give.    

In addition, as we have done for the past 

several years now, we will be collecting $25 

Target gift cards for the reminder of the 

year. From firsthand, eyewitness experience, 

I can assure you that these gift cards have 

been a tremendous blessing to so many peo-

ple from our congregation and the greater 

community. The next time you come to the 

campus, consider bringing any of the items 

we are collecting. There is so much need 

right here and right now in our own back-

yard, including amongst some within our 

congregation. Your giving will help so much. 

Give.        

This is also the season when all of us at Res-

urrection are asked to consider making a 

financial commitment to the church. As we 

seek to share Jesus here in this place and 

beyond, our tithes and offerings are essen-

tial. The work of the church is ongoing. As 

we all deal with the challenges of the past 

many months, our congregation has also 

been inevitably impacted in all areas of min-

istry, including financial. If you are in a posi-

tion to do so during these uncertain times, 

please consider supporting the mission and 

ministry of Resurrection. The work of the 

church is so important. The world needs 

Jesus right now. Give.   

PASTOR JEFF BROWNING  

Give 

N O V E M B E R  2 0 2 0  

God Loves a Cheerful Giver 

Y 
ours, Lord, is the Greatness, the 

Power, the Glory, the Splendor and 

the Majesty; for everything in Heav-

en and Earth is Yours. ALL things come 

from YOU, and of your own, do WE GIVE to 

you.” 1 Chronicles 29.11  

We have all heard it said that as Christians, 

we should be good stewards of the God-

given bounty we enjoy in life. But what does 

that look like in application? What does that 

well-known phrase, “Time, talents and 

treasures,” imply? 

There are so many simple ways that we can 

use our time to be the stewards God wants 

us to be. Perhaps we could speak a kind 

Please turn to page 7   

Please turn to page 2   
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A Message  
from the President 
WALTER WOICYK 

As a retired teacher it was necessary 

for me to assign my students home-

work in order to assess their under-

standing of a concept taught to them 

in class that day; this was met with 

complaints. I had to schedule exams 

which was also unpopular and result-

ed in complaints.  

I myself am not immune to com-

plaining. I complain when my bills go 

up, I complain when my property 

taxes go up, and I may at times even 

complain about the weather. For 

many of us, complaining is a natural 

part of who we are and something 

that we have done our entire lives. 

The month of November contains a 

day whose theme should be celebrat-

ed and lived for more than a twenty-

four-hour period, that day is Thanks-

giving. It’s a day whose theme is the 

complete antithesis of what many of 

us spend most days of the year doing, 

which is complaining. It’s a day when 

families gather together to give 

thanks for all that they have been 

blessed with, it’s a day when instead 

of looking at the negatives in one’s 

life, one focuses on the positives.  

As Christians, each of us has been 

blessed with the gift of faith in Jesus, 

given to us through the Holy Spirit. 

We are thankful for the gift of eternal 

life which we receive as a result of 

His sacrifice, and for the everlasting 

love that he shares with us.  

Share the joy for all that you are 

thankful for, not just on Thanksgiv-

ing Day, but every day of the year, 

and always “Give thanks to the Lord 

for He is good; his love is everlast-

ing” (Ps.107:1). 

Pastor Jeff Browning 

Pastor Browning is Pastor  

at Resurrection.   

One of the great legacies of this congrega-

tion, for more than seven decades now, 

has been a willingness to give. In terms of 

service, supplies, finances, and whatever 

has been asked, the people of Resurrec-

tion always step up when needed. For the 

most part, this giving is not a product of 

guilt, or to earn some sort of individual 

recognition, or to meet a nonexistent 

membership requirement. It is the out-

ward manifestation of our eternal connec-

tion to God through Jesus Christ. We love 

because he first loved us,* and we give 

because we have been given so much.  

We give because of who we are in Christ. 

God gave us everything when He gave us 

Jesus. Jesus gave His life to give us life-to 

forgive our sins and to transform us into 

eternal beings, destined to live forever. 

Resurrected Jesus gives us perfect, uncon-

ditional, unbreakable hope, the hope that 

we carry with us in the midst of all cir-

cumstances, into eternity. Every day for 

the rest of forever, Jesus will never stop 

giving. We are a people who have been 

transformed and redefined by God’s gen-

erous giving. Our response is inevitable. 

We give.          

*1 John 4:19  

Diana Auer 
is Director of Youth & Family Ministry. 

She loves to sing, bake and spend 

time with her husband, Matt and 

their miniature schnauzer, Ollie.  

T 
here is a popular adage which 

states, “If it’s too good to be true, 

it probably is.” The idea behind 

this quote is to encourage people to be 

skeptical of things that appear to be, os-

tensibly, perfect, with the underlying 

message being that if something seems 

too perfect, there is probably a catch. In 

my life, I’ve generally found this warning 

to be true.   

However, when we apply this logic to 

Jesus, we run into a bit of a quagmire. 

We are told that Jesus loves us, that He 

will always love us, and that He loves us 

no matter what. If you are anything like 

me, my first instinct is to challenge that 

statement; really, no matter what? Even 

that? Even then? But Jesus’ answer is 

steadfast and true; yes, no matter what, 

even that, even then.   

OK, I can conceptually accept those an-

swers, but why? And how? How can Je-

sus love me, not despite my flaws but in 

light of them? It feels like there are mo-

ments when I find it hard to love myself, 

and yet Jesus loves me, even then.   

Martin Luther seemed, perhaps, to have 

struggled with this same concept. He is 

quoted as saying, “[i]f I examine myself, I 

find enough unholiness to shock me. But 

when I look at Christ in me, I find that I 

am altogether holy.” Luther highlights 

the answer. It is not us at all, but Christ 

in us.   

Fortunately, Jesus makes this point very 

clearly in John 15:9. He states, “[a]s the 

Father has loved me, so have I loved you. 

Abide in my love.” Jesus tells us that He 

loves us with the same extraordinary love 

that God has for Jesus. Jesus loves us 

and dwells in us, making us a reflection 

of His grace and forgiveness.   

Jesus conquers all doubt, He satiates all 

worries, and He surpasses all expecta-

tions. Jesus looks at us and sees re-

deemed children. It is not for us to ques-

tion Jesus’ love for us, but to give thanks 

for it, because Jesus’ love for us is per-

fect, and while it does seem too good, it 

most certainly is true.  

Too Good to Be True 

Give 
Continued from page 1  
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E 
very November we consider 

God’s blessings to us. One way 

to express our thankfulness is 

to share those blessings with others. 

Luke 12:48 says: “From everyone who 

has been given much, much will be de-

manded; and from the one who has 

been entrusted with much, much more 

will be asked.” Everything we have and 

are is a gift entrusted to us by God to 

use for His glory. We are simply stew-

ards of His blessings.  

Each one of us has received something 

unique, not by our own merit but com-

pletely by His grace. God expects us to 

put these gifts to use, whether they are 

talents, spiritual gifts, or tangible pos-

sessions. 

Paul and I have always tried to put this 

into practice, to honor God with what 

we have been given. In other words, 

nothing is worth having if you don’t 

share it. In doing so, we have found 

that we are blessed with joy and the 

knowledge we are helping to share 

God’s love with a world in need.  

It was this feeling of a chance to “give 

back” that led me to travel to Haiti on 

three occasions to participate in medi-

cal missions. Those trips literally 

changed my life and provided new 

friendships and increased confidence 

and trust in God.  

In offering our lake house in New Jer-

sey for youth and adult retreats, we 

have been able to provide time and 

space for others to reflect on God’s 

grace. Opening our second home to 

groups outside the church gives us an 

opportunity to share God’s love 

through hospitality.  

One need we feel very strongly about is 

feeding the hungry, and Resurrection 

provides many avenues to help us ac-

complish this. The New Life Center, 

meal-packing events, the Covid-19 food 

drive, and Meal-a-Month are some of 

the ways we can all get involved. Shar-

ing our God-given blessings is a means 

of outreach, spreading the Gospel by 

loving people beyond our congregation. 

We know we are not the only ones. Our 

congregation is filled with generous and 

talented individuals who share their 

gifts wholeheartedly. It is one of the 

things that make our Resurrection fam-

ily so special. 

We were somewhat reluctant to write 

this, because we do not do these things 

for earthly glory. According to Matthew 

6:3-4, “When you give ..., do not let 

your left hand know what your right 

hand is doing, so that your giving may 

be in secret. Then your Father, who 

sees what is done in secret, will reward 

you.”  

We are truly thankful to God who, by 

his grace, entrusts all of us with His 

abundant blessings, and we pray we all 

may continue to share these gifts with 

others for His glory. 

Wishing you all a blessed Thanks-

giving,  

              Paul and Elizabeth Bezrutczyk 

Sharing What We Have Been Given 

Unwanted: How Sexual Brokenness 

Reveals Our Way to Healing 
Jay Stringer 

Navpress 2018 

 
“I’m a Christian—I should be better than this!” 

Christians are not immune to sexual temptation. 

These specific temptations are more dangerous 

than others however, because they can so easi-

ly catch God’s children in a web of guilt, anger, 

and shame. Many can feel defeated because 

they get stuck in these sins despite knowing 

what God says and despite trying their hardest 

to get out!  

Jay Stringer speaks to those who are caught in 

this harsh cycle of unwanted behavior. He en-

courages his readers not to hide from the prob-

lem, but rather face their unwanted behavior 

head on.  

Sexual sins do not happen by accident; there 

are always underlying reasons for them. Ac-

knowledging these reasons presents a way for-

ward toward healing!  

This book is a must-read for those who struggle 

with these sins or want to be equipped to con-

nect with those who do. 

Review by Vicar Peter Deberny 

Everything we have 

and are is a gift en-

trusted to us by God 

to use for His glory.  

Sharing our God-

given blessings is a 

means of outreach, 

spreading the Gospel 

by loving people  

beyond our congre-

gation. 
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Micki Dolan 

is a member of the S.A.I.L board and 

reader at services. A retired teacher, 

published poet, and freelance writer, she 

is the Mom of two and Grandma of three. 

W 
e all know the Dettlings, Ma-

rie and Ed, and they kindly 

agreed to share their story 

with us. 

Ed and Marie are both graduates of Con-

cordia colleges, he from Seward, Nebras-

ka, and she from Bronxville, New York. 

Both have master’s degrees in education. 

They met in 1979 when they were teach-

ing at Redeemer Lutheran School in Glen-

dale. A bit of 

trivia, Gayle 

Harmon was a 

student of 

both. They 

married in De-

cember 1980 at 

Redeemer Lu-

theran Church 

in Seaford. 

Marie left 

teaching in 

1985 when son 

Stephen was 

born. Daughter Lisa followed. Marie re-

turned to teaching in 1996 at Trinity Lu-

theran School, Hicksville. In 2008 she 

started working in the School of Educa-

tion at Adelphi where she is currently Di-

rector of Student Success. 

In 1986, Ed left teaching to work in grad-

uate admissions at LIU Brooklyn and 

NYIT. For the past five years he was at 

NYITCOM as director of admissions until 

his retirement in January. 

The Dettlings joined Resurrection in 

1988. At that time, Ed was organist at 

Trinity in New Hyde Park. The position at 

Resurrection became available in 1992, 

and Ed was installed that September.  

Marie and Ed are avid baseball fans; Ed, a 

Yankees fan, while Marie is the Mets fan.   

As for church activities, Marie started the 

Mommy and Me program in 1991. She is 

one of the original members of the Bell 

Choir and a long-time member of the 

Church Choir.  

Ed’s involvement with the choirs and 

church music keeps him busy. They both 

enjoy the big festivals each year when Ed 

can literally “pull out all the stops.”  He 

said that It is great fun to work with Ken 

Meyn in preparing the piano-organ duets. 

Both enjoy keeping connected with the 

congregation through the virtual services, 

and watching services at THE LIFE where 

daughter Lisa plays the keyboard . Ed 

enjoys leading outdoor worship. 

 They look for-

ward to the day 

when we can 

gather again in 

church as a fami-

ly to hear God’s 

Word, receive 

Christ’s body 

and blood and 

raise voices in 

song to praise 

His name! 

Marie has a few 

favorite Bible verses, but one particular 

anthem gives comfort in difficult times. 

The title is “Christ Is With Me” composed 

by a Concordia classmate, Gerald P. Cole-

man. The refrain is: “Christ is with me 

ev’rywhere I go. Never to leave me, this I 

know.” 

Ed shared that the glorious text of Isaiah 

40:21-31 is one of his favorite passages.  

It was adapted by K. Lee Scott who com-

posed a favorite choir piece, titled, “Have 

You Not Known.” The words are powerful 

and particularly appropriate for the chal-

lenging times that we are facing. We are 

reminded that God is in control and we 

are not alone. “They that wait on the Lord 

shall renew their strength. They shall 

mount up as eagles; they shall run and 

not grow weary; they shall walk and never 

faint.” 

The New Look of Preschool  
CHRISTINE TURNER, Director 

Our Preschool program for the 2020-21 

school year  is definitely reflective of the 

times we are now living in. In preparation for 

this year’s opening, we changed the way class-

rooms look and schedules for gym and out-

door play, and put in place new arrival and 

dismissal procedures. Special thanks to Pat 

Sabella for the cleaning and disinfecting sup-

plies and arranging a great system for drop-

off in the morning. We appreciate the extra 

effort it takes to clean each day. We express 

our gratitude to Pastor Browning, Michelle 

Kollmeier and Diana Auer, for all their help in 

making plans for new policies and health at-

testations in order to make this school year 

run as safely as possible.   

Unfortunately, we had eight staff members 

leave due to the covid situation. We currently 

have Kathy Jendras and Karen Schoenfeld 

teaching three-year-old classes and two new 

assistants, Ni-

cole Archer and 

Kristen Durkin.  

We suspended 

our Two’s pro-

gram to first get 

our regular pro-

gram running 

smoothly.  

Karen Schoen-

feld received a 

$500 grant 

from author 

James Patter-

son and Scho-

lastic Book 

Clubs. The grant is part of a $2.5 million per-

sonal donation from Patterson and a Scholas-

tic Book Clubs match of $2.5 million Bonus 

Points. To be considered for the grant, Karen 

was asked to share how she plans to use the 

funds and Bonus Points to help build her 

classroom library. Karen has elected to share 

some of the grant money with each of the 

classrooms and teachers.   

Karen Schoenfeld displays  

announcement of $500 grant  

for the Preschool.   

Getting to Know...the Dettlings 

Marie and Ed Dettling: One Mets fan and one imposter.  
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C 
hip and Dale, Max and Jules, Jack 

Sparrow, Ben Kenobi, Fluffball 

and Alfred—even the pets of Res-

urrection have missed gathering together 

in person! Thankfully for this year’s Bless-

ing of the Animals, which took place on 

the Feast of St. Francis on Oct. 4, the 

members of Resurrection and their ani-

mal companions were able to gather on 

the lawn of the church for an outdoor ser-

vice.   

The annual blessing of God’s creatures is 

a favorite at Resurrection that everyone 

enjoys participating in, including our pas-

tor and deacons. “There are so many of us 

who recognize our four-legged friends as 

blessings from God,” says Pastor Brown-

ing.  “The Blessing of the Animals has 

proven to be a great event and, under the 

current circumstances, very easy to do in 

such a way as to keep everybody safe.”   

With the help of Deacon Michelle Koll-

meier and Diana Auer, members gathered 

on the lawn for a blessing that included a 

certificate for pets, pet treats, and a pet 

blessing charm. In return, members were 

encouraged to bring a pet donation of 

some kind that could be donated to ani-

mals in need.   

“God calls us to care for His creation and 

gives us so many good gifts, including 

animals of all kinds,” says Deacon 

Michelle. “Pets give us so much love and 

companionship. It was such a joy to see so 

many families together at Resurrection, 

asking for God's blessing upon the ani-

mals in their lives that are more than just 

’pets’ but beloved members of their fami-

lies!" Diana Auer agreed. “Our pets bring 

so much joy to our lives and are such an 

integral part of our families, so it is always 

such a pleasure to be able to honor them 

in this special way.”   

On hand for a first-time blessing was 

  Members of Resurrection  

and their animal companions  

gather on the church lawn  

for Blessing God’s creatures. 

Please turn to page 7 

JEN SMITH 
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by DIANA AUER 

 

A 
utumn is in the air, and the 

fall festivities at Resurrection 

are in full swing! We continue 

to give thanks for the opportunity to 

share the love of God with all our Res-

urrection families and look forward to 

brighter days ahead!    

On Oct. 15, we hosted our first in-

person High School Youth Group since 

January! It was such an amazing feel-

ing to be able to physically gather to-

gether, to catch up with one another, 

and to be reminded that there are 

good things to come! We look forward 

to, hopefully, gathering in person 

again in November for a modified 

“Friendsgiving.”   

We had another wonderful Middle 

School Zoom meeting on Oct. 21, 

where we talked about a very seasonal-

ly appropriate topic: fear. We heard a 

passage from Isaiah 41, which remind-

ed us that God is always with us and 

reminded us not to be afraid because 

He will "make us strong and help us." 

We discussed that we have survived 

100 percent of the scary things that 

have happened in our lives, and that 

we give thanks to God for always being 

with us through those moments! We 

remain hopeful that we will be able to 

host an in-person Middle School 

Youth Group meeting in November!   

We continue to develop fun, innova-

tive ways to keep our families connect-

ed from afar.  

As such, we have launched a new 

“choose your own adventure” style, 

online Sunday School program! This 

fully interactive, immersive program 

allows children to discover popular, 

topical Bible stories, while also explor-

ing how their current life experiences 

interplay with the stories that they are 

reading. This program is free to all 

families, and is available on our web-

site under our “Youth & Family” tab.   

As we continue to adjust and regroup, 

we remain committed to supporting 

our local community and all of those 

in need. Beginning in November, we 

will be collecting nonperishable food 

items to assist the outreach efforts of 

our friends at The INN. Donations can 

be dropped outside of the church 

Monday through Friday, or brought 

with you to service. A full list of the 

most needed items will be available on 

our website.  

In addition, beginning in December, 

we will be launching our “Share the 

Warmth” clothing drive! Please note, 

due to COVID restrictions, we will be 

able to accept only new items 

(preferably with the tags still on). We 

will be collecting brand new hats, 

scarves, gloves, coats, boots, socks, 

and blankets of all sizes. These items 

can also be dropped outside of the 

church Monday through Friday or 

brought with you to service. During 

these trying times especially, we re-

member that God has abundantly 

blessed us, and calls us to share those 

blessings, as we are able, and help 

support and strengthen our neighbors. 

Despite the challenges of the past 

many months, we remain steadfastly 

dedicated to our youth and family 

ministry and remain encouraged and 

strengthened by all our members at 

Resurrection who continue to exhibit 

positivity, grace and compassion. We 

give thanks for the amazing children 

and families who are dedicated to car-

rying on the legacy of our great faith! 

Family Fall Festivities 

High School Youth Group gathers in person!  
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Jennifer Smith  

is a wife, mom, and an author. She 

writes teen novels under her maiden 

name, Jen Calonita 

Kelly and Gracie Cassaro with their guin-

ea pigs, Thunder Pig and Fluff Ball. 

“They’re new to our family, and we want-

ed to get them blessed,” Kelly explained.   

The Cook children—Hunter, Keiran, 

Brayden, Landon and Scarlet were there 

for the same reason with their two dogs, 

Max and Jules. “It’s nice for the dogs to 

be blessed and also make friends,” Keiran 

said.  

The Schoenfeld pups, Chip and Dale, 

made lots of new friends that day, and 

Karen summed it up best. “The animals 

were blessed and so were we! It was a 

wonderful time meeting people’s fur ba-

bies and enjoying the beautiful weath-

er.  We are grateful for Pastor Browning, 

Deacon Michelle, Diana and Vicar Peter’s 

willingness to provide this opportunity 

for the community and members of Res-

urrection.”      

word to a stranger. We might offer a 

hand of assistance to someone in need. 

In countless ways, our personal effort 

could soothe a hurt, celebrate a joy, 

share a sorrow or in some small way give 

something meaningful to another.  

Here at Resurrection, there are many 

opportunities to use our talents to GIVE: 

Get Involved, Volunteer Endlessly.  

Our church is blessed to have so many 

members give so much of themselves, 

and volunteers are always needed for the 

vibrant ministries of our church, includ-

ing altar servers, ushers, office work, 

Sunday school, preschool, music, youth 

group, and missions, to name a few . 

Please feel free to speak to Pastor 

Browning if you have a desire to serve; 

I’m sure he will find a need you can fill. 

Another way to be a good steward of the 

plentiful gifts that God has given to us is 

with our treasure. We are living in an 

unprecedented and uncertain time in 

our world. There are many who are 

struggling mightily and unable to give  

as they once have. God knows and un-

derstands. However, there are others 

who are able to give, who may now stand 

in that gap and, if possible, give abun-

dantly.   

Second Corinthians 9:7 states, “God 

loves a cheerful giver.” As we approach 

Stewardship Sunday, we ask you today 

to prayerfully consider what you are able 

to give to the church. We thank you in 

advance for your consideration. Your 

contribution is vital to our financial 

health. Your generosity allows for the 

continuation of God’s mission here at 

Resurrection to spread the Good News of 

God’s saving grace!  

There are many ways to give financially 

to our church. We encourage you to visit 

our online giving page, resgc.org/give, 

and choose what’s best for you.  

Please consider signing up for automatic 

reoccurring donations through your 

checking account or credit card. During 

the pandemic and beyond, it is most 

helpful to be on automatic and reoccur-

ring online donations to guarantee the 

proper operation of all our ministries.  

Sincerely,  

Thank you! 

God Loves a Cheerful Giver 
 Continued from page 1 

Blessing of the Animals 
Continued from page 5 

GIVE:  

Get Involved,  

Volunteer Endlessly.  
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It is wonderful to be in church surround-

ed by worshippers praising God in song.  

Each of us does not need to have the 

voice of a soloist.  All of us coming to-

gether to praise God make a wonderful 

noise to the Lord. The apostle Paul 

writes to the church at Colossae 

(Colossians 3:12-17) that as members 

they should “sing psalms, hymns and 

spiritual songs with gratitude in your 

hearts to God.”   

During these months of Covid-19, some 

of us may be grieving because of the loss 

of a loved one; some of us may be eco-

nomically challenged because of the loss 

of income; and others may be emotional-

ly challenged because of isolation. Our 

thought may be more of “Why, God. are 

You so far from me?” than “Thank You, 

God, for all Your blessings.” 

Vicar Peter reminded us in one of his 

Wednesday night sermons that Chris-

tians need to care for their physical, 

emotional, social, and spiritual well-

being. Thankfulness is part of the 

Christian’s spiritual life. Our thankful-

ness begins with being thankful to God 

for His grace to send His Son to die for 

our sins. We can be thankful to live in 

a country where we can freely worship 

without threat of economic loss or loss 

of life. 

THINK 

Paul reminds us in Philippians 4 not 

to be anxious but to pray with thanks-

giving to God and to think about what 

is noble, lovely, admirable, and praise-

worthy. What we are thinking about 

influences our speech and actions. Are 

we thankful for God’s forgiveness of 

our sins? Are we thankful for the 

promise of eternal life? 

PRAY 

Dear Heavenly Father, I confess that at 

times I am not grateful for the gift of 

Jesus as my Savior. Thank You for 

Your forgiveness and grace. Guide me 

throughout the day to mirror Your 

forgiveness and compassion. Help me 

to be thankful for the blessing of the 

people who care for me and care about 

me. Help me to be aware of the needs 

of others. I pray this through Jesus, my 

Savior. Amen. 

DO 

 Rejoice in the Lord (Philippians 4:4). 

 Sing praises to God. 

 Cultivate a thankful mindset. 

ELAINE ZSELLER 

Your next issue of the Lamplighter will be the December/January 

2020-21 edition, with news and articles to help you stay connected 

with the family at Resurrection through the season of Advent and 

Christmas.  The goal of each newsletter this year is to inform you of 

opportunities to worship as you feel comfortable, strengthen your 

faith, and love others as Christ has loved us.  

I will praise the name of God with a song;  

I will magnify him with thanksgiving.  

Psalm 69:30 

  

Sundays, 8:30 and 11am 

Traditional Worship Services 

Outdoors (weather permitting) 

 

Saturdays, 5:30pm 

Contemporary Service, Indoors  

 

Sundays, 10am 

Online Worship Service, resgc.org 

  

Reservations required  

for all in person services. 


