
Signs of Easter 
Pastor Browning points to signs of  

much-needed renewal, rebirth, and  

resurrection……………………………………....1 

 

Men’s Ministry Kicks Off Spring 

John Kingston reviews first Men’s meet-

ing of the season…..…….….………..…….….1 

 

Notes & News 
President Woicyk shines light on the 

work of the Holy Spirit……..……………...…2 

 

Media Spotlight 
These devotions inspire you to live each 

day in Jesus’ name………...…………………..3 

 

How Does Your Garden Grow? 

Ken Meyn digs up info on Resurrection’s 

gardening plans………………………………….3 

 

Church Away from Church 

Abby Bezrutczyk recalls campus wel-

come to church………………….………...…….4 

 

Building Blocks 

Preschoolers help children in homeless 

families celebrate their birthdays.….…..4 

 

Micki Dolan invites all to Spring Fling...5 

 

Youth & Family Ministry 
“Looking Forward, Looking Back,” and a 

reflection on “Easter” ....………………….…6 

 

Let Us Pray 
A prayer for the Church………………………7 

 

Daily Bread 

Ken Martin draws an important action 

plan from this familiar passage ……...…8 

This Issue 
PASTOR JEFF BROWNING  

Signs of Easter 

M A Y  2 0 2 1  

T 
he Men's Ministry bundled up for 

its first post-winter outdoors 

meeting April 17, holding a robust 

discussion about the future of organized 

religion in the U.S.  

You may have seen the depressing news 

reports a few weeks ago that a leading poll 

shows the percentage of Americans who 

identified as a member of a specific 

church had dropped below 50% for the 

first time in the history of the poll. It was 

70% as recently as 1999.  

Our members, meeting outside on a brisk, 

somewhat overcast day, talked about 

Praise be to the God and  

Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ! In his great mercy he 

has given us new birth into a 

living hope through the resur-

rection of Jesus Christ from 

the dead. 1 Peter 1:3 

 

T 
oday I am thankful for a much-

needed sense of renewal, rebirth, 

and resurrection. As I try and 

write these words, I’m looking out my of-

fice window and feeling more than a bit 

distracted. The grass is green. The flowers 

are blooming. The sun is shining. People 

are walking down Stewart Avenue in sum-

mer clothes. Today’s weather is possibly 

too warm to be cooped up indoors.  

Of course, we’re seeing signs of renewal, 

rebirth, and resurrection every day at the 

church as well. Holy Week and Easter are 

successfully in the books. In-person wor-

ship services continue, and more and 

more people are making their way back on 

a weekly basis. First Communion instruc-

tion and Confirmation are underway.  

Spring and summer activities are being 

planned; there’s talk of Sunday School, 

Bible classes, various groups restarting, 

and other events to be held on campus. 

Vacation Bible School is officially on the 

calendar. The sense around the church 

these days is increasingly optimistic. The 

joy is tangible. 

Yet as citizens of the Kingdom of God, 

whether the mood is one of pessimism or 

Men’s Ministry Kicks Off  

Spring Meetings 
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Pastor Jeff Browning 

Pastor Browning is Pastor  

at Resurrection.   

optimism, our greatest source of joy is 

constant, unchanging. The one who was 

dead is alive again. The one who was 

lost has come back to us.  Jesus Christ is 

risen and lives forever, becoming the 

eternal conqueror of sin and death. For 

love’s sake he shares that Easter victory 

with us, forgiving our sins and recreat-

ing us as beings destined for eternity.  

As we make our way through this season 

of Easter, we remember that in times of 

struggle and times of success, because of 

Jesus we are, first and foremost, people 

of renewal, rebirth, and resurrection. 

Risen Jesus has returned from death to 

give us the certainty that no matter what 

this life throws our way, we always know 

a day will come when we will be togeth-

er again. Our eternal reunion is eventual 

and inevitable.   

As you may have heard me say on East-

er, the best part of the past 13 months 

has been reunions.  Coming together 

again, with family and friends, after 

having been separated for far too long 

brings elation and the renewed hope 

that we experience when God reunites 

us with those we have been missing.  

There are more joyful reunions to come, 

in the days ahead. These reunions are 

signs of Easter, a preview of our ulti-

mate destiny, a foretaste of the resurrec-

tion.  

We’re looking forward, pointed toward 

heaven, always knowing that the best 

reunion of all is still to come.   

2  

A Message  
from the President 
WALTER WOICYK 

As a retired biology teacher, a question that 

I would ask my students was, “What do our 

bodies need to physically survive?” They 

would respond that one needs food, water, 

and oxygen. These raw materials are needed 

to maintain our health and physical surviv-

al. Together these attributes allow us to per-

form various tasks, and in the bigger pic-

ture, allow us to achieve our desired goals in 

life. 

A question we could ask ourselves might be, 

“What do we need to spiritually survive?” 

Many would answer that they need Jesus. 

This is true, but Jesus has been resurrected 

and ascended into Heaven. Who in our 

world is here to ensure our spiritual surviv-

al?  Jesus tells us, “I will not leave you as 

orphans, but the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, 

whom the Father will send in my name, will 

teach you all things.”  (John 14:18; 26).   

This month the church will celebrate Pente-

cost, the day that the Apostles received the 

gift of the Holy Spirit. This same gift is given 

to us as promised by Jesus and ensures our 

spiritual survival. As Jesus tells us, it is a gift 

that “will remind you of everything I have 

said to you.” (John 14:26)                           

The Holy Spirit is the enabler of faith, as St. 

Paul tells us, “No one can say ‘Jesus is Lord’ 

except by the Holy Spirit.” (1 Cor. 12:3) The 

Holy Spirit keeps us focused on Jesus, con-

nects us to one another in fellowship, and 

connects us to the Word of God. He empow-

ers us to express in our own lives what we 

have learned and what we have received 

from Jesus. It is the Holy Spirit that deep-

ens our faith and helps us to conform our 

lives to Christ. 

Be confident in your spiritual strength and 

joyful in knowing that “…God’s love has 

been poured out into our hearts through the 

holy spirit who has been given to 

us.” (Romans 5:5) 

Men’s Ministry Kicks Off Spring Meetings 
 Continued from page 1 

Vicar Peter Deberny (left) opens meeting with a blessing; among those attending are  

Diego Ortiz and Dave Schoenfeld.   

many reasons for the possible decline as 

well as solutions. One theme that came 

through was that a church needs to en-

gage its members at all times to keep 

them attached to their house of worship. 

The consensus was that Resurrection 

does this, hence our success. But the 

need to stay vigilant and never rest 

should remain a priority. 

Even though the weather is getting 

warmer, those in attendance said they 

felt comfortable moving future meetings 

indoors. We'll be gathering for our annu-

al "state of the church" meeting with 

Pastor Browning on May 8 at 8:30 a.m. 

This is always our best-attended meet-

ing, and we hope you'll join us.  

Signs of Easter 
Continued from page 1 
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Portals of Prayer 

April-June, 2021 

Portals of Prayer is a favorite of readers looking 

for ways to stay in God's Word with easy, daily 

devotions.  A great way to start each day, read-

ings feature a Bible passage, meditation, and 

prayer in an easy-to-read format.  

Since its first publication in 1937, Portals of 

Prayer has provided God’s Word as a source of 

assurance, comfort and strength. Over the 

years these portable devotion booklets can be 

found on the table after breakfasts and din-

ners, in purses, brief cases and on desks at 

work, in doctor’s and dentist’s waiting rooms, 

nursing homes and hospitals, prisons, college 

campuses, and in military rucksacks carried by 

troops around the world.   

From its beginning, the purpose of Portals of 

Prayer is to deepen faith by grounding it in the 

Holy Scriptures that testify to Jesus Christ as 

our only Savior, and to encourage Christian 

living amid the challenges of our world. Its 

influence is widespread with readers of each 

current quarterly issue numbering over a mil-

lion. Today, Portals of Prayer continues to 

adapt to the changing times and can be down-

loaded onto computers and smart phones.  

 

Pick up your complimentary copy of the quar-

terly Portals of Prayer (regular or large-print) at 

church, and join with others from Resurrection 

and around the world in daily devotion.  

Ken Meyn  

 Handbell Choir Director and occasional 

organist. He retired after 38 years at       

The New York Times.  

T 
he many large and small gar-

dens around the Resurrection 

church property are the result 

of work done by volunteers from the 

congregation. Says Pastor Browning, 

“Our grounds and gardens make a 

strong first impression when people 

arrive on campus.”   

One longtime volunteer is Marian 

Farber who started in the 1990s 

alongside now Pastor Emeritus Bill 

Meyers and wife Marie. Ellen Farber 

joined the group a few years later. 

She says of the Meyers, “I credit them 

with the revival of the gardens and 

learned a great deal from them.”   

Marian helped to organize a garden 

committee “that held Spring and Fall 

garden cleanups on Saturdays. Men 

and women of all ages participated.” 

Taking up the family mantle is anoth-

er long-serving volunteer gardener, 

Sharon Meyer, who has been hard at 

work recently. She notes, “By last 

Fall, the gardens had become filled 

with weeds and plants were over-

grown. I filled over 25 large hefty 

bags with weeds and pruning.” 

In addition, she says, “Walter Woicyk 

helped in planting the bushes and 

laying the mulch along the church 

and office walls.”   

Also helping out on occasion are Glen 

and Janet Boehmer. Says Glen, “We 

have not been regulars on the gar-

dening side. We’ve just gone over 

from time to time and trimmed bush-

es, weeded, trimmed trees and those 

type of things.”   

Sharon adds, “At this time, the cres-

cent-shaped garden along the back 

sidewalk is most in need of 

attention. I think this is a 

good time to establish a com-

mittee, put feelers out and 

create some kind of frame-

work.”  

Ellen states, “What we need 

now are volunteers to spruce 

up and maintain the 16 or so 

garden beds of varying sizes 

around the church property.” 

She adds, “Be on the lookout 

for an announcement about a 

garden meeting and opportu-

nities to help.”  

Pastor Browning concludes, 

“We are so blessed by the ef-

forts of our volunteer garden-

ers.” 

How Does Your Garden Grow? 

“Consider the lilies,  

how they grow.”  

Luke 12:27 

Pastor Browning walks past one of  Resurrec-

tion's 16 garden areas. 
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W 
hen I left for college, I 

didn’t bring my Bible. I 

figured my phone’s 

Bible app did the job as needed. 

Despite this carelessness, on that 

hot and sweaty move-in day I was 

greeted at my dorm room by two 

cheerful adults dressed entirely in 

black, their outfits complete with 

liturgical collars. Perhaps they 

sensed some symbolism in my lack 

of Bible, because they invited me to 

the local Lutheran church, one mile 

away from my new dorm (they also 

left behind a bottle opener with the 

church’s address).  

I found myself 

there the next day, 

and the next week-

-and while other 

friends shopped 

for churches, I 

knew I had already 

found my place at 

St. Luke ELCA.  

I was struck by 

how much it felt 

like Resurrection. 

Of course, there are things ex-

pected to be common across 

Church: liturgy, communion, sit-

ting and standing at the flick of the 

pastor’s wrist. But perhaps it was 

the familiar attitude of the mem-

bers, or the diversity of age groups 

(babies, elders, and everything in 

between, unlike a standard college 

class), or maybe the post-service 

coffee that reminded me of home. 

What stood out most was their atti-

tude of intentional hospitality. 

From those dorm-to-dorm greet-

ings to evening discussions, to fam-

ilies “adopting” students and shar-

ing meals, and even opening 

church doors for students to study 

during finals, they enveloped young 

adults like me into the community. 

And it was through service—

learning how to set up coffee hour 

(gaining life skills in how to operate 

a percolator), teaching a first com-

munion class, and even serving on 

the church council through the 

pandemic—that I really found my 

place there.  

It’s not a common decision for col-

lege students to also be congre-

gants. There are so many other 

worthy ways to use our time, and 

this will always be a 

reality even into 

adulthood. But for 

me, showing up to 

church became a 

continual confirma-

tion of faith.  

I decided to give it 

my morning hours, 

but what it gave to 

me was greater: a 

reminder that I was 

not alone, that there was more to 

life than classes, more to my worth 

than grades, and more to love than 

solely myself.  

College is a time for discovering 

and deciding one’s identity, in 

Christ or otherwise—and churches 

can play an influential role.  

How is Resurrection poised to 

reach college students in our com-

munity? 

Abby Bezrutczyk 
is a science communicator and 

former editor-in-chief of Claritas, 

Cornell's journal of Christian thought. 

Birthday Wishes 

CHRISTINE TURNER, Director 

 

Last month the Blue Group, with their teach-

er, Jeanne Bice, and assistant teacher, Melissa 

Katinas, participated in collecting for a worth-

while project called Birthday Wishes. Birthday 

Wishes of Long Island is an organization 

which brings birthday parties to homeless 

children. 

Birthday Wishes makes a difference in the 

lives of homeless children and their families 

by bringing them the joy of a birthday party. 

Birthday parties provide the opportunity for 

reflection, celebration, and hope. They are a 

common event in the lives of most families, 

but for children experiencing homelessness, 

families may be unable to maintain these rou-

tines and rituals.  

Every child deserves to be celebrated on their 

birthday. Over 26,000 homeless children will 

experience the joy of a Birthday Wishes party. 

The organization serves over 200 Shelters 

throughout the tri-state and Long Island area. 

The children in the Blue Group brought in 

paper goods, presents, cake mixes and all the 

supplies to have a happy birthday party. They 

then delivered all the items with their parents 

and teacher to Hicksville where the organiza-

tion is located. Their donation was estimated 

to be valued at $200. They received a lovely 

letter from the organization thanking them for 

helping to keep the candle lit. 

Thank you, Blue Group:  Robert, Charlotte, 

Christian, Summer, Eleanor, Kate, Madison, 

Luke, Jack, Anders, Grace, Declan, and Mrs. 

Bice and Mrs. Katinas. 

Church Away from Church 

College is a time 

for discovering and 

deciding one’s 

identity, in Christ or 

otherwise—and 

churches can play 

an influential role.  
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H 
ow long have we waited 

for Spring, for a celebra-

tion of a new beginning? 

It seems like years; well, actually 

it has been years. But now the 

flowering trees and bushes are 

filling our landscape with color, 

and we know Spring is here.  

On Sunday, May 2, the Resurrec-

tion Family will welcome Spring 

with a Spring Fling. Organized by 

Diana Auer, Director of Youth 

and Family Ministry, the Spring 

Fling will be a celebration for the 

entire family, with activities to be 

enjoyed by all ages.  

A Blessing Board, crafts for the 

children, a candy guessing jar 

(where the winner gets to keep 

the candy), bean bag toss, and so 

much more will all add to the 

carnival atmosphere.  

There will also be a visit from the 

ice cream truck! It will begin 

right after the 11 o’clock worship 

service, and end at 2 pm.   

Since the pandemic has caused a 

drastic drop in donations to food 

pantries across Long Island, a 

donation of canned or packaged, 

nonperishable food items would 

be most welcome, although not 

required. The food will be donated 

to The New Life Center.  

This *completely free* family-

friendly event will be held outside 

on the Emmet Place lawn. Masks 

are required and social distancing 

guidelines adhered to.  

Come to Resurrection on Sunday, 

May 2, and enjoy welcoming 

Spring.   

 

“For, lo, the winter is past, the rain is over and 

gone; The flowers appear on the earth; the 

time of the singing of birds is come, and the 

voice of the turtle is heard in our land.”  

Song of Solomon 2: 11-12 

Micki Dolan 

is a member of the S.A.I.L board 

and reader at services. A retired 

teacher, published poet, and free-

lance writer, she is Mom of two and 

Grandma of three.  
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by DIANA AUER 

 

Easter  
Awaken and rise, the darkness has lifted.  

The forgotten, or even the unbelieved, promise of salvation has been fulfilled.   

The barriers have been removed, the battle has concluded, the Victor’s pledge 

has been kept.  

As it is written, death has been conquered.  

Despite our own hesitations, despite our disbeliefs and our doubt,  

The sunshine has returned.  

 

The darkness is thickest before the burning of dawn,  

and we too feel the weight of this world most acutely before the burden is lifted,  

before the grief finally fades. 

But our greatest relief is our greatest sadness; this too shall pass.   

Each moment is but a small stitch in the tapestry of time and history.  

Yet for us, our legacy is through Him.   

Our life with Him is not fleeting, but guaranteed.  

Our questions have been solved,   

The “who” has been revealed.  

Our fears have been assuaged,  

The “how” has been disclosed.  

 Our doubts though… perhaps our doubts still remain.     

How can this salvation be intended for me,  

Doesn’t He know what I’ve done?  

How could I ever receive this grace,  

Doesn’t He know who I am?  

Yes.  

In Him, and through Him, all things are known.  

In Him, and through Him, all things are revealed.  

He knows us, and still loves us.  

He sees us, and still forgives us.  

Though wholly underserving, through Him we are unscathed.   

 

Yet, we still retreat into darkness,  

Turning away from the warmth of His kindness,  

With unabated resolve to forge forward alone,  

Our shame and pride anchoring us to our misdeeds. 

Though all we need to do is receive it.  

All we need to do is accept it.  

Let us pray, with pleading words and open hearts,  

For the strength to break our bondage to hesitancy,  

And allow ourselves to be freed.  

Help us to recognize that You cleared the path for us,  

And all we need do now is graciously accept Your guiding hand.  

Looking Forward, 
Looking Back 
 

A 
s we forge forward in a 

new season, and look cau-

tiously toward an eventful 

spring and summer, we’d be remiss 

to not reflect back, with gratitude, 

on the past year of twists and turns 

in our youth and family ministry, as 

well as look forward to the promise 

of new opportunities to come!  

Despite our physical restrictions, 

we managed to continue to support 

numerous local and community-

based organizations to help those 

most in need.  

In June, we collected well over 

1,000 pounds of nonperishable 

food and $28,500 in monetary do-

nations for the INN during our 

“Share The Love” food drive. In 

addition, we collected an additional 

2,000 pounds of nonperishable 

food items for our November food 

drive in support of the New Life 

Center, well over 40 boxes of brand

-new winter weather clothing for 

our friends at the INN, and well 

over 40 boxes (thousands of 

pounds!) of used books for “The 

Book Fairies.”  

With God’s guidance and support, 

Please turn to page 7 

With God’s guidance 

and support, we 

made sure that, no 

matter the obstacles, 

we remained com-

mitted to helping our 

community.   
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we made sure that, no matter the obsta-

cles, we remained committed to helping 

our community.   

In addition to our community assis-

tance, we continued (the best we could!) 

with many of our annual youth and fam-

ily ministry events. We had an awesome 

virtual VBS program in August, a won-

derful “Rally Day” celebration this Sep-

tember, another successful Blessing of 

the Animals this fall and a fantastic “Fall 

Fest” this past November. We give 

thanks for the opportunities that we 

were given to gather, in fellowship and 

friendship!  

And now, we look forward. We look for-

ward to our Spring Fling event where we 

can get people back together, outside, 

celebrating all that is to come (and en-

joying some ice cream)!  

We are also looking forward to a local 

“mission week” for our middle school 

and high school students for the end of 

July. This would be in lieu of a formal 

mission trip and would focus on helping 

our local community members and re-

membering the all-important idea of 

“love thy neighbor.” We are also looking 

forward to our rescheduled Rise Against 

Hunger meal packing event for this Oc-

tober! In 2019, we were able to pack 

over 25,000 meals which were distribut-

ed to schools and orphanages in Haiti.  

Finally, we look forward to being togeth-

er again! On April 8, we gathered, for 

the first time in 2021, with our high 

school youth group. We had a wonderful 

time chatting, talking about fun things 

to come, and just enjoying one another’s 

company.  

We look forward to gathering together 

again, and hosting 2021’s first in-person 

middle school youth group shortly! We 

give thanks to God for the strength to 

persevere this past year and pray for 

bigger, better and brighter days ahead.  

Diana Auer 
is Director of Youth & Family Ministry. 

She loves to sing, bake and spend 

time with her husband, Matt and their 

miniature schnauzer, Ollie.  

Looking Forward, Looking Back 
Continued from page 6 

Let Us Pray: 
A Prayer for the Church 

Dear Lord,  

We pray for Your Church and for the mission 

we have in this world. Help us to be united as 

You and the Father are one. May Your Holy 

Spirit give us faith and courage to proclaim the 

Gospel, show Your love, and make disciples of 

all nations. We hold on to Your promise that 

not even the doors of hell could prevail against 

Your Church. In Your powerful name, Jesus. 

Amen 

Portals of Prayer, April-June 2021, p. 117 
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Many times, throughout the years I have 

heard the question, “How do we get to 

Heaven?” As Christians, when we are 

asked the question, we can point to the 

verses in Paul’s letter to the Church at 

Ephesus. It is through Grace—which is 

the love and mercy of God—that we are 

saved and how we get to Heaven. Grace 

is given to us, as a gift, through our Faith 

that Jesus Christ is the Son of God and 

whose death and resurrection freed us 

from the bonds of sin. All your good 

deeds will neither earn you God’s Grace 

nor get you into Heaven. 

 

THINK 

In responding to the question (How do 

we get to Heaven?) and if you are com-

fortable, give this three-sentence an-

swer (Ephesians 2: 8–10) and encour-

age the person to seek greater under-

standing by reading God’s word, in the 

Bible. You may also want to include a 

favorite Bible verse of yours, for em-

phasis. 

PRAY 

Dear Lord, please give me the strength 

and wisdom to follow Your directive to 

“go and make disciples of all na-

tions.” (Matthew 28: 19) Let me be 

bold in my approach and always be 

guided by Your word. By sharing Your 

teachings with others, may I have a 

deeper understanding of Your mes-

sage. 

DO 

Take advantage of every opportunity to 

read and remain in God’s word. It will 

broaden your knowledge, deepen your 

understanding, and strengthen your 

personal relationship with Jesus 

Christ.  

                                          KEN MARTIN 

Watch for the next issue of your monthly newsletter. As we head 

into summer, the June Lamplighter will bring news and content to 

inspire and encourage you.    

Get to know others in the Resurrection family, learn about upcom-

ing summer events and consider new opportunities to help you 

grow in your faith and share God’s love with others.   

 

  

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and 

this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, 

so that no one can boast. For we are God’s workmanship, 

created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God  

prepared in advance for us to do.   Ephesians 2: 8–10 

Sundays, 8:30 and 11am 

Traditional Worship—In-person 
  

Saturdays, 5:30pm 

Contemporary Worship—In-person  

 

Sundays, 10am 

Online Worship Services, resgc.org 

  

Reservations required  

for all in person services. 

 
 


