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This Issue 

T 
here has been so much said and 

written these past few months 

about restrictions, limitations, 

and frustrations. Understandably so, 

because these are challenging times.   

Yet there is so much more to say and 

write. These days have also provided an 

opportunity to see people at their very 

best, and to share the love of Christ. I 

have certainly had the chance to wit-

ness that from so many of you, the peo-

ple of Resurrection, in recent days. To 

elaborate:     

So many have shared.   
People have shopped and dropped off 

groceries for some of our vulnerable 

members. Some have cooked and 

brought meals, or helped with errands. 

Kindness Cannot Be Restricted 
PASTOR JEFF BROWNING  

Please turn to page 3 
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E 
very year at this time, we pre-

pare to say good-bye to another 

Vicar. And every year, it’s sad. 

But this year is like no year we have ever 

experienced before.   

Vicar Jacob Smith came to Resurrection 

with the normal fears. Would he fit in? 

Would he do well? Would the people 

like him? He had never been to New 

York before, and he had heard a lot 

about it, both good and bad. So, while he 

was nervous, he was excited about what 

the year would bring. Never in his wild-

est dreams could he ever have anticipat-

ed this. Nor could we. 

Resurrection has a reputation as a truly  

Please turn to page 4 

A Year to Remember:  

Vicar Jacob’s Reflections 

 

MICKI DOLAN 

These days have also 

provided an opportunity 

to see people at their 

very best, and to share 

the love of Christ.   
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Message from the 
President 
WALTER WOICYK 

To Our Resurrection Family,  

Over these last several months, the news 

has been filled with stories about essen-

tial workers. These are stories about 

healthcare workers, food and delivery 

workers, emergency workers, and so 

many others who are helping to protect 

us and keep our lives as “normal” as pos-

sible. When I reflect on these people, 

three words come to mind: service, sacri-

fice, and hope. Their service helps to sus-

tain our society, the sacrifice of their 

health and the health of their families 

protects us, and because of their efforts 

we have hope that we will recover from 

these difficult times.  

As Christians, we are familiar with the 

words, service, sacrifice, and hope, be-

cause we know Jesus, whose life is the 

perfect embodiment of all three. In ser-

vice, Jesus humbled Himself, “taking the 

form of a slave…”  (Phil.2:7) and compas-

sionately ministered to His disciples and 

to all those He encountered. In sacrifice, 

Jesus died on the cross so that we may 

have eternal life through our faith in Him. 

“For God so loved the world that He gave 

His only Son so that everyone who be-

lieves in Him might not perish but might 

have eternal life.”(Jn.3:16) In hope, the 

resurrected Jesus sent us the Holy Spirit 

to dwell in us, to transform us, and “to 

insert us into the life of the Trinity where 

The Father becomes Our Father…” (The 

Father’s Spirit of Sonship T. Weinandy)      

As we continue on our road to recovery, 

may service, sacrifice, and hope which are 

reflected here at Resurrection become 

manifest even more in the days to come. 

May each of us reach out to our commu-

nities and lovingly share the service, sac-

rifice, and hope taught to us through the 

life of Jesus with others.  

 

Pastor Jeff Browning 

Pastor Browning is Pastor at 

Resurrection.   

Others have delivered flowers and gifts 

to help bring cheer and raise spirits. 

So many have given.   
The past few Wednesdays, there has 

been a steady stream of people stopping 

by with donations for our food drive, 

throughout the day. Monetary donations 

toward the food drive continue to come 

in, to ensure even more people will re-

ceive help.  

People continue to give in support of the 

ongoing work of the church. The gener-

osity of this faith community is always 

overwhelming.       

So many have helped.   
People from our congregation have been 

mowing the church’s sizeable lawn, pull-

ing weeds from the flower beds, and 

helping maintain the grounds.  

Lay leaders and staff members have 

stepped up and shown a willingness to 

do whatever is necessary to help pre-

serve the necessary functions of our 

ministry. The positive, supportive spirit 

has been such an inspiration.          

So many have reached 

out.   
The Resurrection family has been mak-

ing calls to one another, checking in, 

catching up, offering to listen and to 

help. Our congregants are sending texts, 

and emails, and cards to one another.  

They have been connecting, bonding, 

and sharing friendship when friendship 

is so very essential. I have heard so many 

stories about how caring and thoughtful 

you all have been during these days.   

I have experienced that kindness 

firsthand. So many of you have reached 

out to my family and me over the past 

two and a half months, to check in, offer 

support, and just to be nice.   

We have appreciated the calls and notes 

of encouragement more than we could 

ever express. Your kindness has done so 

much to carry us through these times.  

Time and again, I have kept coming back 

to the same verse, Galatians 6:9:  

Let us not grow weary 

in doing good, for at 

the proper time we will 

reap a harvest if we do 

not give up.    

 

So many of you have been doing just 

that, fighting against weariness and 

bringing so much good to so much ongo-

ing need.   

Hebrews 12:2-3 reminds us Christians, 

we have the perfect remedy for weari-

ness. We have the One who never stops 

sharing His goodness with us:  

Let us fix our eyes on 

Jesus, the author and 

perfecter of our faith 

… consider him who 

endured such opposi-

tion from sinners, so 

that you will not grow 

weary and lose heart.   
 

I thank you for pointing others to Christ 

through the many kindnesses you have 

shared in the midst of these surreal   

circumstances. Keep it going!                 

Kindness Cannot Be Restricted 
Continued from page 1 
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 Virtual Worship & Prayer 
 Live-streaming & video links  

at resgc.org 
 

Sunday Worship, 10am 

Midweek Prayer, Wednesday, 7pm 

I Still Believe 

Lionsgate, 2020 

When Christian singer Jeremy Camp’s soon-

to-be wife was diagnosed with ovarian can-

cer, everyone around her prayed for her to 

be healed—and that prayer was answered. 

Melissa was miraculously cured. They got 

married and were excited to share their 

story with the masses and bring glory to 

God. 

But God hadn’t finished revealing His plan 

for them. On their honeymoon, Melissa’s 

cancer returned. Sadly, there wasn’t a mi-

raculous cure this time around. 

But Melissa told Jeremy that if only one 

person’s life was changed by her story, “it 

[would] be worth it.” I Still Believe tells 

Melissa and Jeremy’s story. And it tells not 

only of their incredible love and the tragic 

loss they faced, but how the young couple 

maintained their faith in God through all of 

it.   

I Still Believe is a poignant portrait of faith 

and doubt, love and grief, heartbreak and 

hope. And it’s a story with the power to 

prompt deeper conversations about all of 

those themes—once you’re done weeping, 

that is. 

Review from PluggedIn.com  

Trailer: Click here 

Diana Auer 
is Director of Youth & Family Ministry. 

She loves to sing, bake and spend 

time with her husband, Matt and their 

miniature schnauzer, Ollie.  

G 
rowing up, my dad would 

always tell us a joke about a 

devout man who prayed, day 

after day, to win the lottery. Finally, 

one day, the entity that the man was 

praying to answered him and said, 

“Meet me halfway, buy a ticket.” 

While this joke always garnered a 

laugh from me and my siblings, that 

line always felt more like a piece of life 

advice than a punchline.   

Life is hard, really hard. We are in-

structed to al-

ways look to God 

for help, to pray 

to God for help, 

and to know that 

God will, indeed, 

help. However, 

we are not mere-

ly observers of 

our own lives.    

While the power 

of prayer is, no doubt, incredible, 

powerful, and awe-inspiring, in life, 

we have to also put in the work. We 

must take ownership of our lives, 

meet these requests “halfway” and be 

willing to make the effort. We must be 

part of the process and not sit idly by 

and wait for “blessings” to fall into our 

laps. We must be held accountable for 

our actions, as well as our inaction, 

and how they relate to what we are 

praying for.  

St. Paul reminds us of this equation of 

hard work plus persistent prayer in 

his letter to the Romans. He states, 

“[n]ever be lacking in zeal, but keep 

your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. 

Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, 

faithful in prayer.”  (Romans 12:11-

12). These verses emphasize a two-

step approach; work hard and keep 

praying.  

Hopefully, this is encouraging! Hope-

fully, this serves as a call to action and 

a source of motiva-

tion, to remind us 

that there are many 

things in our lives 

that we have some 

semblance of control 

over; keep praying, 

but in the meantime, 

get moving!   

Prayer should always 

be your first choice, 

not your last resort, but in most situa-

tions, there are things, whether they 

be big or very, very tiny, that we can 

do to help ourselves along the way. 

Pray, and pray fiercely, but also …  

buy a ticket.   

 

Buy A Ticket 

While the power of 

prayer is, no doubt, 

incredible, powerful, 

and awe-inspiring, in 

life, we have to also 

put in the work.  

https://resgc.org/
https://video.search.yahoo.com/search/video?fr=mcafee&p=i+still+believe+trailer+2020#id=1&vid=586bb1a75ef3a720ee2384b13d505f52&action=click
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special place, for many reasons. How 

we treat our vicars is one of them.  

Vicar Jacob told me how he was imme-

diately made to feel welcome—and 

even though he made mistakes, he was 

allowed to grow from them. He com-

mented, ”You always come in with 

some sort of expectations, but if you 

told me in August that I would have 

two surgeries and a pandemic to deal 

with, I would have laughed at you.”   

However, that is exactly what he faced 

over the course of the year.   

Reaching out to members of the Res-

urrection family—the homebound, 

those quarantining, some sick, others 

experiencing tragic losses—made him 

feel he was accomplishing something 

meaningful and inspired him to work 

harder and make his sermons more 

relevant.  

Week after week he grew into his role. 

He said, “I got to see how Pastor 

Browning interacts with people and 

deals with so many very different situ-

ations. All of that helped me to under-

stand what being a Pastor really 

means, and how to be a good one.” 

Vicar Jacob explains, “I don’t like to be 

out of my comfort zone, and I rarely 

think outside the box, but this pan-

demic forced me to. It made me think 

of different ways to do a Bible study, 

ministry, and how to preach. I still like 

to preach from the pulpit, but this pan-

demic made me learn how to use tech-

nology to reach out to a congregation I 

could not see. I had the opportunity to 

write and deliver many sermons. All of 

this is helping me to become the pastor 

I want to become because it makes me 

focus on what is ultimately important: 

God’s Word and His people. I think if 

you focus on those two things every-

thing else falls into place. 

“As I look to the future I hope to grad-

uate and take a call In 2021. I don’t 

know what God has planned for me , 

but I cannot wait to find out! So far it 

has been quite amazing.” 

 

Micki Dolan 

is a member of the S.A.I.L board and 

reader at services. A retired teacher, 

published poet, and freelance writer, she 

is the Mom of two and Grandma of three. 

Church Programs Go 
Online 
KEN MEYN 

In this era of COVID-19, Diana Auer, Direc-

tor of Youth and Family Ministry, explains 

the genesis of two education initiatives.   

Virtual Sunday School, which began at the 

end of March, is an “online version of our 

Sunday School curriculum,” says Diana.    

“Each week, I record a video of myself read-

ing the Bible lesson and message. In addi-

tion, I send home a full lesson plan so that 

parents can really conduct their own Sun-

day School at home.” 

Also included are make-at-home crafts re-

lating to the lesson, and Diana adds, 

“Sometimes there is also a theme snack.”   

The second program is Preschool Enrich-

ment, the origins of which go back to last 

Spring, when Pastor Browning asked Diana 

to come up with a program for four-year-

old and transition children in the church’s 

preschool.   

“Pastor and I have been really keen on try-

ing to bridge the gap between the preschool 

and the church. We want to make sure that 

preschool families feel like they are part of 

the Resurrection church family.”   

Diana explains. “The program was a com-

pletely free, supplemental class, which met 

on Fridays from 12-1 pm for six weeks. It 

was designed to reinforce the preschool 

teachings involving interpersonal relation-

ships (i.e. sharing, forgiveness, love, pa-

tience and understanding.”   

Last Spring there were 12 children in the 

program. When offered in the Fall, “we had 

32 kids sign up!” To extend the program, a 

second class was set for Thursdays. “Now, 

since we can’t do it in person, I have recon-

figured the program to be at-home friend-

ly.”  

A Year to Remember: Jacob’s Reflections 
Continued from page 1 

Vicar Jacob Smith served out his vicarage at Resurrection in ways neither he, nor 

we, could have ever imagined—including live-streaming Midweek Prayer Services in 

the middle of a global pandemic. 
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Jennifer Smith  

is a wife, mom, and an author. She 

writes teen novels under her maiden 

name, Jen Calonita 

ment,” he says, but “people have been 

so patient and so supportive. We have 

had a nice turn out every week. I think a 

lot of us just treasure a bit of time with 

friends, and of course the opportunity 

to learn about Jesus and focus on His 

resurrection in a bit more depth during 

this Easter season.” Look for future vir-

tual Bible studies classes to be an-

nounced soon.  

 

 
 

 

 

J 
ust as our weekly church ser-

vices have moved online these 

days, so have Resurrection’s Bi-

ble studies. Pastor Browning kicked off 

the virtual Thursday classes with the 

subject “Resurrection Encounters,” 

which focuses on the Biblical events of 

Easter Sunday and Jesus’ later appear-

ances after the Resurrection.  

Meeting on Zoom, the group has been 

studying Scripture readings from the 

Gospels as well as Acts. While online 

get-togethers are a quite different ex-

perience, the response to continued 

Bible studies has been positive.   

“For me, it has been such a wonderful 

experience,” says participant Rainy 

Foote. “Being able to see so many fa-

miliar faces while hearing the teach-

ings of Jesus brightens my day and 

comforts me in this challenging time. I 

enjoy seeing everyone’s reactions to 

the Word on the computer screen. We 

don’t always get to see one another’s 

responses in a big group setting, so it’s 

a fun new way to be together.” 

Jen Engheben, another participant, 

agreed. “I have enjoyed the chance to 

join in on a Bible study when I normal-

ly would not have been able to attend,” 

she says, and even had a suggestion for 

a future studies class! “I would love to 

attend a series with readings that re-

late directly to moms and their roles 

and how to “be a good mom.”   

Pastor Browning has been happy to see 

congregants interacting with one an-

other online through Scripture and 

studies as well. “It’s been an adjust-

Bible Study Goes Virtual 

Attendees “Zoom” in for a session with the “Resurrection Encounters” Bible Study. 
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by DIANA AUER 

 

Resurrection “Shares the Love”  

with our Spring Food Drive  

A 
ccording to the New York 

State website, in the 

2016/17 school year, 53% 

of New York State's public school 

students in grades K-12 received 

free or reduced-price school lunch. 

About 72% of New York City public 

school children received free or 

reduced-price school lunch. For 

many of these students, this free 

lunch may have been their only 

meal each day. Enter COVID-19.   

Starting Wednesday, March 18, 

2020, all New York State schools 

were ordered to close. At the time, 

it was thought that the schools 

would remain closed for only two 

weeks. However, 65 days later, the 

schools are still closed, and we 

mourn the loss of over 23,000 of 

our fellow New Yorkers to this in-

discriminate disease. Yet, the need 

for food assistance is more dire 

than it may have ever been, and 

this need is everywhere.   

In St. Paul’s letter to the Philippi-

ans, he reminds them, “[l]et each of 

you look not only to his own inter-

ests, but also to the interests of oth-

ers.” (Philippians 2:4) We, too, are 

reminded of this advice today.  

Resurrection heard this call to ac-

tion and devised our “Share the 

Love” Food Drive to support our 

local community, with donations 

going directly to support the Inter-

faith Nutrition Network (The INN) 

in Hempstead, NY and their amaz-

ing work to make and distribute 

thousands of lunches to local chil-

dren each week. The INN is dili-

gently working to fill that ever-

pressing need of feeding our chil-

dren.  

Last week, I had the privilege of 

speaking with a 

representative at 

the INN, and she 

told me that, on 

a daily basis, 

hundreds of fam-

ilies line up, and 

wait, potentially 

for several hours, 

just to receive a 

meal. The need is 

great, and our 

goal is to have 

our response 

match that need.   

We are collecting 

an array of bagged-lunch sized 

items, as well as cases of bottled 

water and juice boxes. We have also 

been immensely blessed by the 

overwhelming generosity of anony-

mous donors who have offered to 

match our monetary donations. For 

more information, for the list of 

items to donate, or to make a mon-

etary donation online, please visit 

our “Food Drive” page at http://

www.resgc.org/food-drive.   

As we are reminded in Luke’s Gos-

pel, “…[f]rom everyone who has 

been given much, much will be de-

manded; and from the one who has 

been entrusted with much, much 

more will be asked.” (Luke 12:48) 

Let us who can give, give generous-

ly. Let us who can share, share 

without limit. Let us who can pro-

vide, provide abundantly, in the 

name of, and to the glory of our 

Lord.   

http://www.resgc.org/food-drive
http://www.resgc.org/food-drive
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John Mitchell 

Is a senior paralegal at a NYC law firm and 

enjoys writing in his spare time. 

C 
hris and Debbie 

McKeough live in Rock-

ville Centre. Married since 

2000, they have three children: 

Charlie, 17, is in 11th grade, Mol-

ly, 14, is in 8th grade, and Mat-

thew, 9, is in 3rd grade. Intro-

duced to Resurrection by Deb-

bie’s parents, Bob and Nancy 

Schnarr, they became members 

before they were married.    

They enjoy attending virtual 

church and, with the warmer 

weather, watch it outside. “We 

love it and think everyone is do-

ing a great job!” said Debbie.  

Chris has been a Federal Agent 

for 23 years, working on Long 

Island and Manhattan. Debbie 

taught 4th grade for 20 years. 

For the past three years, she has 

been teaching 7th grade English, 

Reading and Special Education in the 

Farmingdale School District.    

Charlie plays varsity lacrosse and basket-

ball. He also plays baseball with his 

friends. He is interested in business clas-

ses and is a member of the Business Club 

at school. Molly plays volleyball, basket-

ball and lacrosse. She also likes to run, 

bike with her friends and paint.  

Matthew plays basketball and lacrosse. 

He loves history and maps and has a 

great deal of knowledge about history and 

geography.   

 “Although the children would rather be 

in school than have remote learning, they 

appreciate all the hard work their teach-

ers are doing to keep learning possible,” 

said Debbie. “They miss their friends and 

their schools.”  

The McKeough family enjoys going to the 

beach, playing board games, watching 

their children’s sports and taking bike 

rides. Since the quarantine, they appreci-

ate the slower pace and the family time 

they have together. When the quarantine 

is lifted, the children look forward to hug-

ging their grandparents, having sleepo-

vers, going back to school, church, camp, 

and the stores.   

“Charlie missed his varsity lacrosse sea-

son and touring colleges,” said Debbie. 

“He hopes he can have a normal senior 

year. Molly missed her middle school 

graduation, the last year of confirmation 

class and hopes to start her first year in 

high school on time. Matt wants to play 

with his friends and go in pools. I would 

like to have gatherings at the beach with 

friends and family.”   

 However, there is a silver lining in every-

thing. “We are grateful for our health,” 

said Debbie.  “We now eat meals together, 

play games, take more bike rides, bake, 

binge-watch TV shows and sing karaoke—

mostly me!” 

Getting to Know ….  

The McKeough Family 

The McKeoughs: (from left) Chris, Debbie, Matthew, 

Charlie, and Molly.  
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The health risks of Coronavirus create 

stress for all of us. We are anxious about 

the health of our loved ones and friends. 

My wife worries that she may get the 

Coronavirus and pass it on to our daugh-

ter, our son-in-law, our granddaughter 

or our granddaughter expected July 13.  

In His Sermon on the Mount, Jesus in-

structs us, “Do not be anxious about your 

life.” Focus on what we eat, drink or 

wear might distract us from our focus on 

God’s Kingdom. Matthew 6:25 

In instructing His Twelve Disciples, 

Matthew 10:30, 32, Jesus urged them 

to have no fear. Everyone who 

acknowledges Jesus before men, Jesus 

will acknowledge before God the Fa-

ther. 

THINK 

As humans we want to protect the life 

and health of our loved ones. We focus 

on what we eat, drink or wear. 

PRAY 

Lord, make us strong witnesses in our 

love of Jesus. Help us resist anxiety 

about food, drink, clothes and our 

health. Help us focus on our love of 

Jesus and each other.  

DO 

Proclaim our love of Jesus. Jesus will 

acknowledge us before God the Father. 

PETER C. KOPFF 

Our next Lamplighter newsletter will be our July issue — squarely in the 

middle of summer and hopefully well past the restrictions brought on by 

COVID-19.   

As with this edition, we’ll keep you connected to others in the Resurrec-

tion family and connect you to the many opportunities to worship, pray, 

help others, and delve more deeply into God’s Word.  

We pray that you and your family are encouraged by God’s promises and         

experience His unfailing love through each day of Summer 2020. 

Do not be anxious.  ~ Matthew 6:25  

Have no fear.  ~ Matthew 10:30 

Virtual Worship 

Online at resgc.org 

 

Sunday Worship 

Live Streaming at 10am 
 

Wednesday Midweek Prayer  

Live Streaming at 7pm 


