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This Issue A Well-Deserved Retirement 
PASTOR JEFF BROWNING  

J U N E  2 0 2 2  

F 
or the past 19 years, the entirety 

of my working tenure at Resur-

rection, I have served alongside 

Joan Altman, our Office Manager.  

Every one of those days, I have been 

blessed to witness firsthand her char-

acter, her Christian faith in action, and 

her great love for the people and minis-

tries of this congregation. Every single 

day for nearly two 

decades, I have de-

pended on Joan. 

Never once did she 

let me down.   

But it wasn’t just me 

who she was never 

letting down. For 

more than 20 years as Resurrection’s 

Office Manager, Joan has served as the 

first impression for so many of us and 

so many others in our community.  

Joan’s has been the voice greeting us 

on the other end of the phone when we 

call the church. Joan’s has been the 

first face we see when we stop by dur-

ing the week. Joan is the one who an-

swers our questions, solves our prob-

lems, and fixes what needs to be fixed.  

Joan has managed accounts, organized 

mailings, updated records, supervised 

teams, planned receptions, created 

worship folders, edited, proofread, for-

matted, and made copies.   

Joan, who does occasionally mention 

that she has been a member of Resur-

rection for her entire life, has always 

done all that she can to care for the 

people of this faith community. Time 

and again, she has gone above and be-

yond to help, to serve, and to lead, in 

every area of Resurrection’s congrega-

tional life.  

Truth be told, the 

title of “Office Man-

ager” seems some-

what insufficient for 

the wide range of 

exceptional ministry 

that she has done 

during her time serv-

ing God and the people of this congre-

gation.   

I could fill a book with examples and 

stories of Joan doing exceptional min-

istry among us. But for me, what 

stands out even more than her work is 

the genuinely kind, caring, and fun 

person I have had the privilege of get-

ting to know very well over the years.  

For my wife and I, Joan has become a 

mentor, a source of wisdom and sound 

advice, and one of our closest friends. 

She has become like a grandmother to 

our children, who absolutely revere 

her.      

Please turn to page 2   

I could fill a book with 

examples and stories of 

Joan doing exceptional 

ministry among us.  



Next month, Joan will officially retire 

from her role as Resurrection’s Office 

Manager. I am so happy for Joan, her 

husband Michael, and their family, as 

they look forward to the next chapter in 

life.  

Of course, I recognize this will 

be a major adjustment for a 

lot of us, most likely me most 

of all. I will certainly miss 

seeing Joan every day, work-

ing with her, and leaning on 

her to find creative solutions 

to the challenges of ministry.  

Fortunately, Joan is planning 

to retire in this part of the 

world, so we can look forward 

to seeing her around Resur-

rection for hopefully many 

years to come.  

The next time you see her, be 

sure to thank her and to wish 

her well. Please join me in 

thanking God for Joan and 

her ministry and praying that God 

would continue to bless her as she  

retires.      

  Pastor Jeff Browning 

Pastor Browning is Pastor  

at Resurrection.   
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A Message  
from the President 
JOHN KINGSTON 

There’s an old joke I’m sure you have all 

heard. How many ________ does it take to 

change a light bulb? The punch line varies 

depending on what group of people you put in 

the blank space. 

My favorite version of the joke is all about 

change. So how many Lutherans does it take 

to change a light bulb? Answer: Six. One to 

change the bulb, and five to talk about how 

much better the old bulb was. 

As I write my final letter of my one-year tenure 

as president of the church council, I want to 

cite three big changes coming to Resurrec-

tion’s governance in the coming months. 

One is that there will be a new Council presi-

dent. Laura Bauer, who has extensive experi-

ence in church administration and Christian 

service, will be returning to the Council and 

immediately assume the role of President. 

This is particularly important because it sets 

up the possibility of having a single person 

serve as the head of our governing organiza-

tion for three years, coming after we’ve had 

three presidents in three years. That sort of 

continuity is so valuable. 

The second is that the hardest job to fill in all 

of Christianity—church treasurer—will be tak-

en once again by Ken Byrne. Ken has been 

treasurer previously and takes over after a 

long run by Anthony Santangelo. 

Finally, words can’t do justice to describe the 

hole in our office that will be created by the 

retirement of Joan Altman. Others will ad-

dress that far better than me, but let’s just 

say that I am a member of Resurrection for 

many reasons, but Joan’s presence here 

made my search for a new church a short 

one.  

As I depart, my deepest appreciation to all the 

members of Council I’ve served with during 

this most challenging of times.   

See you in church! 

A Well-Deserved Retirement 
Continued from page 1 

“Please join me in thanking God for Joan and her min-

istry and praying that God would continue to bless her 

as she retires.“     
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Abby Bezrutczyk 
is a science communicator and 

former editor-in-chief of Claritas, 

Cornell's journal of Christian thought. 

I 
n Toledo, Spain, was the first 

time I witnessed my mom’s ca-

thedral-love. We took a stressful 

journey from train, to bus, to Toledo 

Cathedral, with ten-year-old me 

trailing along. I complained about a 

headache, so I don’t recall the beauti-

ful altarpiece or the otherworldly 

music of the choir that was practicing 

at the time (those are the standout 

memories for my mom). But what I 

do remember is the candle.  

Churches have 

a thing for can-

dles. Even at 

Resurrection, 

there are sever-

al candles lit, 

whether for 

ambience, pie-

ty, or to hold 

the interest of 

the children 

sitting in the 

front row. Hav-

ing been afraid 

both of fire and 

tripping in front of the congregation, 

I assiduously avoided being an aco-

lyte in high school.  

But in other churches, like the one in 

Toledo, you can light a small candle 

to signify a prayer. Sometimes you 

set these on a metal stand, with your 

candle accompanying others at vari-

ous states of meltedness. In the after-

noon heat of Toledo, these candle 

stands graced the perimeter, inviting 

participation to visitors. It seems to 

say: anyone can pray. 

It was the first time I’d seen my mom 

light one of these prayer candles, 

clinking a euro in the alm collection 

box as she lit a fresh candle from the 

flame of a previous prayer. Now she 

seeks out the candles as part of her 

cathedral-touring liturgy and uses it 

to contemplate the community. 

“Often I pray for that place and the 

people that worship there,” my mom 

says, “that the church would be a 

place that serves God.”  

We know we can pray anytime, any-

where, but something feels special 

about visualizing your prayers along-

side others. Lighting the candles be-

came a way of belonging in that 

place, if only for a short time, that we 

wouldn’t have experienced other-

wise. “The candle is a way to say I 

was here, I prayed here,” my mom 

reflected.   

“It shows the faith of the people that 

have been there before me, so I’m 

leaving a sign of faith for the people 

that come after me,” she explained, 

unaware of the symbolism she con-

jured: how our lives are all some-

where in the middle of that arc of 

faith. Fitting then, that more than the 

spires and song, the gold and glam-

or—it was the memory of her candle 

that passed on to the ten-year-old.  

 

Light One Candle: Toledo Cathedral 

Wicked 

Stephen Schwartz, Composer 

Gershwin Theatre, NYC  

Resurrection’s youth were singing of Wicked’s 

wonders. They identified with one character or 

another, this song or the next. Why? Perhaps it’s 

in the “unusually and exceedingly peculiar and 

altogether quite impossible to describe” nature. 

Glenda sings this about Elphaba, her new room-

mate.  

In the third petition of the Lord’s Prayer, Chris-

tians are praying that we patiently bear, suffer, 

and overcome what me must, in deference to 

God’s will. In Genesis, Joseph wept on his broth-

er’s shoulder when they were reunited after they 

sold him into slavery. But when Glenda and 

Elphaba realized they were better for having 

known each other, it was too late. History had 

made its decision.  

Walking through Midtown, we saw and smelled 

unusual, peculiar, and altogether impossible to 

describe things: hurt people hustled by on a 

bustling street. I unashamedly turned a hungry 

man away, realizing too late that I had a pack of 

crackers in a bag. Perhaps it’s worth considering 

how to bridge the unusually peculiar and the 

divine in order to align more closely to God’s will. 

Review by Vicar Joshua Kintz 

Interior of the Cathedral of Toledo, Spain 
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Threes’s Classes Move Up  
 KATHY JENDRAS, 3’s Teacher 
 

As we count down the days until summer, the 

three-year-olds are busy wrapping up another 

wonderful school year! They started as shy ear-

ly learners in September and have blossomed 

into confident students who are ready for Pre-

K.  

The focus of our year has been the fundamen-

tals needed to continue their pre-

school education. Our 3’s spent the year learn-

ing shapes, colors and numbers 1 to 10!  In ad-

dition, the students were introduced to a differ-

ent letter of the alphabet each week. As the year 

draws to a close, they will complete projects to 

review all that they learned this school 

year. Singing counting songs, building a rain-

bow craft to review colors, and using shapes to 

build animal crafts will all reinforce everything 

our 3’s have mastered.   

Hard work doesn't come without reward. In 

June the students will have a pizza party and a 

visit from an ice cream truck. In addition, all 

the classes will celebrate Spirit Week. Every 

day the students will dress up in a different 

theme, such as Rainbow Day, Crazy Hat Day 

and Disney Day.  

Our year will culminate with a moving-up per-

formance where the students will sing songs to 

showcase all they have learned for their family 

and friends. The teachers have mixed emotions 

as they say good-bye to our rising Pre-K stu-

dents, but will take comfort in 

knowing that we will see all 

their smiling faces next year as 

they continue their journey at 

Lutheran Preschool in the Four-

Year-Old’s program.   

The last day of school for all 
students is Tuesday. June 14, 
and our four-week summer 
program begins on Tuesday, 
July 5. 
  
Congratulations to our 3’s, Pre-

K and Transition students!  

Have a wonderful summer! 

I 
t is, arguably, impossible to 

spend even a moment listening 

to, reading, or watching the 

news and not become simply over-

whelmed. Overwhelmed by grief, 

overwhelmed by frustration, and, 

dare I say it, overwhelmed with an-

ger. There is so much hatred. There is 

so much death. There is so much soul

-crushing despair. Where is the love?  

The headlines seem 

to become more 

shocking and atro-

cious by the day; 10 

people massacred in 

a Buffalo supermar-

ket, over 3,000 

Ukrainians dead. Sadly, I have lost 

count of the number of anti-Semitic, 

racially motivated, religiously moti-

vated, hate-driven assaults on inno-

cent people. Even as I write this arti-

cle, the atrocities continue. On May 

24, 18 children and 3 adults were 

murdered at a school in Texas. 

Where is the love?  

I will admit, it is challenging, at 

times, to find the goodness in hu-

manity. It is hard to remember that 

for every terrible tragedy, there are 

many, many more accounts of people 

helping one another, supporting one 

another, and loving each other. But 

sometimes, it’s hard not to ask where 

God is in this mess of a world.   

The great thing about God’s Word, is 

that He answers this question for us 

directly. Not being able to see God is 

not antithetical to the Bible, it is ac-

tually in accordance with what we 

read in the Bible. In 2 Corinthians 

4:18,  we hear, “[a]s we look not to 

the things that are seen but to the 

things that are unseen. For the things 

that are seen are transient, but the 

things that are unseen are eternal.”  

We also see in 1 John 4:12, “[n]o one 

has ever seen God; but if we love one 

another, God lives in us and his love 

is made complete in us.”  

We may not always see God, but we 

trust that He is with us. When we 

can’t find the love in this world, we 

hear that, if we love one another, 

God’s love is made real through us.   

It's hard, and might 

even feel insincere, 

to try to find the sil-

ver lining, but we 

have the assurance 

that, no matter what 

goes on in this 

world, “the things 

that are unseen are eternal.” We have 

the promise of the unseen, the prom-

ise of God’s true love. Let us be the 

love that we can’t find in this world 

until we can see it again. Let us, as 

Christians, provide the love that oth-

ers need so that they could continue 

to believe that there is still goodness 

in this world.  

 

Diana Auer 
is Director of Youth & Family Ministry. 

She loves to sing, bake and spend 

time with her husband, Matt and their 

miniature schnauzer, Ollie.  

Students in the 3’s Class dress up for St. Patrick’s Day. 

Where Is the Love? 

We may not always 

see God, but we 

trust that He is  

with us. 
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A 
fter Christmas, I got back in the 

office and started working on 

what we should do with the funds. 

There is an LCMS pastor not far from us 

that has a feeding ministry called "Forged 

by Fire."  His name is Paul Ernewein.   

Paul makes jambalaya in big enormous 

pots and can feed up to around 2000 peo-

ple, often (though not always) after a storm 

hits an area. He was looking to add a show-

er trailer to his set up. This would allow 

people to take showers if they don't have 

access to one; (not exclusively for post-

storm situations, but mostly used for this 

purpose). He needed about $1,300 to do 

it.  Since we had the check from LCRGC we 

sent him the necessary funds. 

Since then, we had some teens come 

through and clean out our "disaster of a 

shed" so we can turn it into a "disaster 

shed."  There's a good bit of space in there 

now.   

I have a member on a mission to find out 

how much we can fit in there, and what we 

can afford to fit in there with our disaster 

relief funds (a big chunk from LCRGC, but 

some additional funds as well). He provid-

ed me with a suggested purchasing list. I've 

forwarded to our administrator, and we 

will be giving him suggestions and approv-

al to purchase and store the items in our 

shed, either for our area, or to be delivered 

to another area nearby in need. 

The items include: generators, gas cans (to 

be filled with gas when needed), window 

A/C units (it typically gets VERY hot after 

a storm comes through and conveniently 

knocks out all the power!), chainsaws, pa-

per products (washing dishes isn't easy 

after a storm), toilet paper, paper towels, 

and diapers. These are all things that can 

be stored in a non-climate-controlled shed 

for a long time if necessary, and are vital 

resources after a storm.   

If we can find some space inside our facili-

ty, we may add some other items to the 

list. Our district is having a disaster relief 

training. I'll be there and will find out 

more ideas.  

I am so very thankful for our church family 

at LCRGC and their generosity! It really 

was encouraging to see such a sizable 

amount of funds available to be ready to 

reach out with the love of Christ to whoev-

er needs it next.   

I hope this also helps you and our sisters 

and brothers in Christ know our plans for 

ongoing efforts toward providing for the 

real physical needs of those suffering 

through disasters in the future. These are 

the kinds of things that will always be 

needed after every storm, whether it's in 

our area, or somewhere within reasonable 

driving distance. With your continued help 

and support, we'll make sure to get them 

vital resources to get them through diffi-

cult times. 

Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!  

God bless you! 

With Great Joy in Jesus,  

Pastor Emil Gretarsson  

Open Arms Ministries, Slidell, LA  

Hurricane Disaster Relief 
  Submitted by Marie Dettling 

In the fall of 2021, a special collection was held for the victims of Hurri-

cane Ida. The funds were sent to Open Arms Ministries in Slidell, Louisi-

ana where Reverend Emil Gretarsson, a son of our congregation and 

son-in-law of the Wardleys, is pastor. Emil provided the following update. 

“Forged by Fire” feeding ministry cooks jam-

balaya, feeding 2000 people.. 

Disaster Shed 

Recent purchases included three genera-

tors, five air conditioners, 20 cases of 

toilet paper, and 20 cases of paper towels. 
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E 
ach month, we give thanks for 

new, old opportunities—

events and activities that 

we’ve always loved but haven’t been 

able to do recently.  

Broadway Adventures 
After a two year hiatus, Resurrection’s 

youth group headed back into New 

York City and made our way to Broad-

way! We were thrilled to venture into 

the city with 26 excited friends to go 

see “Wicked.” After taking the LIRR 

from Mineola, our group took a stroll 

up Seventh Avenue, and followed the 

bright lights to the Gershwin Theater 

for an evening performance of this 

fantastic show.  

The musical talents of the entire cast 

were, of course, unsurpassed, but an-

other wonderful aspect of the show 

was the messages that it conveyed.  

The show taught us the importance of 

giving a voice to those who would oth-

erwise feel silenced. The show high-

lighted how gossip can be hurtful and 

very detrimental. The show also un-

derscored the importance of not judg-

ing a book by its cover. Finally, and 

perhaps most poignantly, the show 

reminded us that friendship is a pre-

cious gift that should be treasured and 

protected. It was a fantastic evening, 

and we look forward to heading back 

next year! 

Ending World Hunger 
Another exciting new, old opportunity 

that we are looking forward to bring-

ing back is our meal packing event! 

We are grateful to be partnering again 

with our friends at Rise Against Hun-

ger, an international hunger relief 

organization, to do our part to help 

end world hunger. On Saturday, June 

18, we will be packing 15,000 meals! 

Our donation will also go to support 

and elevate women and youth farmers 

who provide access to food in their 

communities, and, in turn, help to 

provide sustainable solutions that 

lead to more resilient communities.  

As of 2022, over 800 million people 

in the world do not have access to 

enough food for them to live a healthy 

life. One in nine people go to bed hun-

gry every night, and from 2019 to 

2020, the number of undernourished 

people grew by as many as 161 mil-

lion, a crisis driven largely by conflict, 

climate change, and the Covid-19 pan-

demic.  

By packing 15,000 meals, we will as-

sist with providing essential nutrition 

to children at schools and orphanages 

in Haiti, while also promoting chil-

dren’s attendance at school, incentiv-

izing adults to learn a new trade and 

bolstering the overall health within 

the community.  

We give thanks for this chance to truly 

love our neighbor, and help the most 

vulnerable among us, but we can’t do 

it alone! We need volunteers to help 

us meet our goal of helping to end 

world hunger. If you are interested in 

helping us set-up for the event, clean-

up after the event, or pack meals dur-

ing the event, please sign-up in the 

church lobby, or directly on our web-

site at resgc.org/4hunger  

We pray that God will continue to 

bless our congregation, and allow us 

to continue to do His work, as His 

hands and feet, in service to Him, and 

all people.  

Outside the Gershwin Theater in NYC, our group was super excited to see “Wicked”—

many of our group would see the show for the first time.  

Broadway Adventures & Ending World Hunger 

http://www.resgc.org/4hunger


 

F 
resh from their successful 

April 30 plant sale, the 

Women’s Ministries Plant 

Sale Committee is delighted to 

report this year’s event raised the 

record-breaking amount of 

$7,000. As in the past 14 years, 

100 percent of the proceeds has 

been donated to a veterans’ or-

ganization.  

This year the donation was 

awarded to The Tunnel to Towers 

Foundation, specifically to their 

Veterans’ Homelessness Campaign. This 

new national campaign provides mort-

gage-free tiny-homes as well as compre-

hensive care by connecting veterans 

with appropriate local services such as 

mental health counseling, skills training, 

and addiction support.  

Through your plant sale purchases, raf-

fle ticket purchases and donations, you 

have made a difference in the quality of 

life for a veteran. The Plant Sale Com-

mittee would like to thank everyone for 

their support. 

Carolyn Orlik 

enjoys sharing her love of music 

(worship team), photography and 

writing (publicity), and gardening 

(Women’s Ministries Plant Sale) 
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Plant Sale Sets New Record 

Welcoming the season and greeting  guests to Resurrection’s Spring Plant Sale, are (l-r)  

Nancy McDonald, Cathy Gavorsky, Pat Sabella, Lorraine Kuzniar, Ellen Farber, and Eileen 

Peers. 

Christine Trypuk (left)} and Marian Farber  arrange 

potted flowers for the Plant  Sale. 
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The next edition of the Lamplighter will be our July/August 2022 

edition, with  news of Resurrection’s ministries for all ages. You 

will be blessed as you read inspiring messages from the Resurrec-

tion family. Discover opportunities to enrich your faith life, help 

with missions, and share God’s love with others.   

Sundays, Traditional Worship 

In-Person — 8:30, 9:45 & 11am 

Online — 9:45am 

 

Saturdays, Contemporary Service  

In-Person — 5:30pm 

 

 
 

What a blessing to be chosen! 

I was rarely a first-round pick when 

playing sports. I was never chosen 

when I ran for class historian. But I 

am one of God’s treasured posses-

sions, a responsibility that I take very 

seriously. 

At 16, my pastor asked me to teach 

first grade Sunday School. I was not 

confident, but he was confident in me. 

He saw something in me that I did not 

see in myself. 

A school friend approached me about 

being the Vice President of our church 

Walther League. Who, me? Really? 

In later years, the head usher asked 

me to read on Sundays. Me? Not only 

did I read, I took over for her as head 

usher upon her passing. 

Looking back, it is hard to believe it 

was me who did those things. But I 

remind myself: I am God’s treasured 

possession! 

How can you be of service to the 

Lord?  

Let your specialness shine through 

your doubts and fears. God did not 

make ‘junk.’  Moses felt the same way 

as we do at times, and look what he 

accomplished. Show your love and 

appreciation as His special treasure 

and participate.  

Pray about it. 

Dear Lord, thank You for making 

us Your treasured possession. May 

we come to see ourselves as You see 

us through Jesus Christ. May we 

share ourselves with others in love 

and appreciation for all You do for 

us each day. Open our hearts and 

minds to Your leading.  

We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

BARBARA TUNNEY 

For you are a people holy to the Lord your God. Out of 

all the peoples on the face of the earth, the Lord has 

chosen you to be his treasured possession. 

Deuteronomy 14:2 


