
Prioritize 
Pastor Browning offers helpful pointers 

for planning your summer …….....………....1 
 

“Treasured” VBS 

Deacon Michelle Kollmeier invites chil-

dren, youth and adults to Resurrection’s 

Summer VBS……………………………………….1 

 

Notes & News 
Resurrection’s Boutique restarts; prepar-

ing for November Christmas Fair….......…2 

 

Media Spotlight 
Inspiring drama about the power of faith 

for a 10-year-old and her two young  

cousins in 1917 Fátima, Portugal……….3 
 

Vicar Peter: The Next Step 

Micki Dolan talks with Vicar Peter 

Deberny about his year with us……..….….3 

 

Surrounded by Creation 

Abby Bezrutczyk points to the wonders of 

nature and stewardship of God’s crea-

tion……………………………………………………...3 

 

Answering a Call 

Our former vicar, now graduated, Pastor 

Jacob Smith, shares with Micki Dolan 

details of his call ..……………………………...4 

 

Building Blocks 

End of Year Festivities………..………………..4 

Sharon Meyer and Roxanne Oellrich high-

light recent mission trip to Liberia……....5 

 

Youth & Family Ministry 

Faith-filled and Flourishing...……...……….6 

 

Diana Auer reflects on the question 

asked of Confirmation students……...….7 

 

Daily Bread 

Vicar Peter reveals extra bonuses when 

we sing God’s praises.………………………...8 

This Issue 

PASTOR JEFF BROWNING  

Prioritize 

V 
acation Bible School is back in per-

son! Join us on campus here at Res-

urrection, August 2-6 for a week 

filled with Bible adventures, exciting music, 

crafts, and games! This treasured ministry at 

Resurrection is open for preschool to ele-

mentary age children, as well as youth and 

adult volunteers! 

This year’s program is focused on learning 

that WE are God’s greatest treasure! God 

knows us, hears us, comforts us, forgives us, 

and calls each of us by name as His own! 

More than that, God’s rich and unfailing 

love towards us all, is the greatest gift we can 

all treasure and share! We are so excited to 

offer kids a fun, safe and creative place to 

learn about the Bible and to build relation-

ships that create lasting treasured memo-

ries. 

“Treasured” VBS –  
We are priceless to God! 
 DEACON MICHELLE KOLLMEIER 

Please turn to page 3 

L 
ike so many people we know, our 

family always looks forward to 

summer. We enjoy being outdoors 

in the warm weather. My children and my 

wife (a teacher by profession) all appreci-

ate the extended break from school.  After 

this unique school year, especially, their 

summer vacation seems especially neces-

sary and well deserved.  

In our minds, summer always promises an 

opportunity for much needed leisure and 

relaxation, time off from some of the 

stress that feels all too prevalent during 

the other seasons of the year.   

The sense of looking forward to summer 

tends to start in spring, right around East-

er. We begin by brainstorming. We list all 

the places we want to go, all the events we 

want to attend, all the goals we hope to 

accomplish, and all the people we want to 

see. We look at the calendar, trying to fig-

ure out what might work. We do some 

prioritizing as we try and squeeze plans 

around work commitments, appoint-

ments, birthday parties, and sports camps. 

We tell our friends, “Let’s plan to get to-

gether this summer.”  

Summer of 2021 is especially exciting, as 

we prepare a handful of in-person reun-

ions with some of the most special people 

in our lives. Summer seems like a wonder-

ful dream…. 

Yet for our family, we recognize what is 

most needful. We are so thrilled by the 

Please turn to page 2 
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ongoing return of the important rou-

tines and rituals of our collective faith 

life.  

In June, after more than fifteen 

months, in-person Bible study and Sun-

day School resumed. On August 2, in-

person Vacation Bible School will re-

turn.  

After so much time apart, we recognize 

the blessing of being able to gather to-

gether to learn and to grow in our faith.  

We learn and we relearn the most im-

portant lessons in this life: God is faith-

ful. Jesus loves us, whatever this world 

throws our way, He will always love us. 

He died on a cross to earn our for-

giveness, and He rose again to share 

forever with us.  

There is so much that we need in this 

life, but above all else we need, “every 

word that comes from the mouth of 

God.” (Matthew 4:4). Our children, our 

grandchildren, ourselves…we all need 

the Good News of Jesus more than any-

thing.     

In the midst of so much that we want to 

do, need to do, and are able to do again, 

Jesus reminds us that “one thing is 

most necessary.” (Luke 10:42) Prioritize 

time with God and His Word above all 

else.  

As you and your family make your sum-

mer plans, and as you are comfortable, 

plan to attend worship and Bible class, 

bring your kids, your grandkids, and 

invite your friends to Sunday School 

and VBS. Let the unconditional grace 

and undying love of Jesus be the foun-

dation of everything in life.       

Resurrection Boutique 
Restarts  
KATHY LOWE 

After many months of not being able to 

share a couple of hours every Monday 

morning, we have started our weekly 

craft group, Mondays at 10 a.m. 

For so many of the women, it is a chance 

to create, chat, and support the many 

missions we assist with the Christmas 

Fair profits. 

Due to several of our faithful workers 

relocating, we are hoping to draw in 

some new workers. If you are more com-

fortable working on crafts at home, we 

would be more than happy to provide 

things you could work on at home. 

We always welcome new ideas for pro-

jects. Once again, our goal is to help 

many needy organizations. 

We always need painters for all kinds of 

projects. We will also gladly supply 

paints, yarn for knitting or crocheting, 

and sewing projects.  

Baked goods will be needed for the Fair, 

Saturday, Nov. 6, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

For further information, please contact 

Kathy Lowe, through the church office. 

Deacon Michelle Kollmeier, DCE  
VBS Director 

Vacation Bible School is a time-honored 

and valued ministry here at Resurrec-

tion, a ministry wholly embraced and 

loved by our entire congregation and 

community. One could say, it is a 

“treasured” and cherished experience for 

all who take part each summer! We 

could not be happier to share the mes-

sage of hope, strength, and the priceless 

love Jesus has for us all, in everything we 

prepare for you in this VBS experience!  

As always, our VBS program is an out-

reach ministry, and all are welcome to 

participate or volunteer in our program.  

To take part in our In-Person 

“Treasured” VBS program, please visit 

our website at www.resgc.org/vbs.  If you 

would like to support our “Treasured” 

VBS program this year, you can donate 

through our website at resgc.org/give. 

Your love and generosity and support are 

greatly appreciated! Please keep our VBS 

ministry in your prayers, that it will con-

tinue to be a Gospel treasure to our    

Resurrection families and our communi-

ty! 

“Treasured” VBS 
Continued from page 1 

Prioritize 
Continued from page 1 
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Micki Dolan 

is a member of the S.A.I.L board and 

reader at services. A retired teacher, 

published poet, and freelance writer, she 

is the Mom of two and Grandma of three. 

A 
fter a very fast year, or so it 

seems, our Vicar Number 8 is 

packing his bags and getting 

ready to return to Concordia Seminary. 

Vicar Peter Deberny’s last day at Resur-

rection will be on Aug. 6, which is also the 

last day of Vacation Bible School. He will 

have just a few weeks to spend with fami-

ly and friends before school starts at the 

end of August. 

I asked him what he was taking with him 

after a year of vicarage. He replied, “The 

Seminary is a wonderful place to learn 

and grow towards the ministry. However, 

there is a limit to what you can learn from 

classes alone. At some point, someone 

working towards serving God’s people 

needs to work with God’s people! This 

vicarage has been an important step in 

gaining experience in the day-to-day life 

of the pastoral ministry. I have learned 

how to work well in a team (together with 

Diana Auer, Michelle Kollmeier, and Pas-

tor Browning) and how to provide care in 

the midst of unusual circumstances!” 

As for future plans, at this point, Vicar 

Peter is eager to accept a call as soon as 

possible. “I am excited to move forward in 

my formation as a pastor. My vicarage 

was another big step towards that goal! 

My plans are to return to the Seminary 

for one final year. God willing, my plan is 

to take a call next spring ( April 26, 

2022). I have encountered many churches 

during my education that have been wait-

ing for a pastor to be sent to them for 

many months or even years. I pray that 

God would use me to be a blessing to one 

of those churches in need.”  

“I give thanks to God for the Resurrection 

family. You all have been so warm and 

welcoming to me, even in the midst of a 

chaotic year. Your support during this 

vicarage year has strengthened my drive 

towards the ministry all the more. I will 

not forget all that you have done for me. 

God bless you all “ 

And God Bless you, Vicar Peter. Thank 

you for all you have done. We too will be 

excited to hear of God’s plans for you on 

that special day next spring. 

 Fatima 
Picturehouse 
August 2020 

 
In 1917, in the Portuguese town of Fátima, three 

small children were visited by an apparition of 

the Virgin Mary. She urged them to pray, to dedi-

cate themselves to the rosary, and in so doing 

they could bring about an end to the war then 

ravaging Europe. The children, Lúcia dos Santos 

and her cousins Francisco and Jacinta Marto, 

told their parents in descriptions vivid and spe-

cific: the vision was "brighter than the sun," a 

dazzling figure shedding "rays of light." As word 

got around, pilgrims flocked to Fátima. (Fátima is 

still a regular pilgrimage destination.) The two 

younger children died in the flu epidemic of 

1918, but Lucia lived to the age of 97, dying in 

2005. She became a nun and published multi-

ple memoirs, the main one being Memórias da 

Irmã Lúcia. 

Producer Marco Pontecorvo’s "Fátima" tells the 

story of these children and the upheaval in their 

lives—and their family's lives—due to the chil-

dren's refusal to retract their story, even when 

put under enormous pressure from civil and 

religious authorities. "Fatima" is told simply but 

emotionally, prioritizing the sensorial reality of 

the children's world and the people inhabiting it.  

From review by Roger Ebert, rogerebert.com.   

Trailer: click here   

Vicar Peter: The Next Step 

I 
f by some magic, Resurrection’s ele-

vator became a time machine, and 

you were to take its slow journey 

back at least 400 years, you would exit 

and find yourself in the middle of the 

largest prairie east of the Allegheny 

mountains. Extending west to Queens, 

east to Suffolk, and south to Hempstead 

Turnpike, this once-vast prairie is now 

covered by Roosevelt Field (geddit, 

field?) Mall and more, with a slice of the 

grassland remaining hidden near Nassau 

Coliseum. 

I love to imagine this time before our 

settlements, because it helps me remem-

ber how God created the unique charac-

ter of our island’s ecosystems. But you 

don’t have to have the fields of 400 years 

ago or even a pristine preserve today to 

see what’s right in front of us: the work of 

God in the things He created. From dog 

walks, to bike rides, to outdoor church 

services, this past year gave new oppor-

tunities to see such things; how often did 

we take the time to steward, or at least 

reflect on, His creation? 

Surrounded by Creation 
 ABBY BEZRUTCZK 

Please turn to page 4 

https://www.rogerebert.com/cast-and-crew/marco-pontecorvo
https://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/fatima-2016
https://www.rogerebert.com/reviews/fatima-movie-review-2020
https://video.search.yahoo.com/search/video?fr=mcafee&ei=UTF-8&p=fatima+movie+trailer&type=E211US0G0#id=0&vid=30918f76873d0b73f42f1346c0775ab6&action=click


4  

Abby Bezrutczyk 
is a science communicator and 

former editor-in-chief of Claritas, 

Cornell's journal of Christian thought. 

H 
ave you ever sat 

by the phone, 

waiting for an 

important call? Perhaps it 

was from a doctor’s office, 

or you were awaiting the 

results of a job interview. 

How stressful! 

Now just imagine if you 

were waiting for a call 

from God!  

Each year our former Vic-

ars and their classmates 

anxiously await that day in 

April when they learn 

where God has called them 

to serve His people.  It 

isn’t a telephone call, but a 

beautiful service and cere-

mony at Concordia Semi-

nary in St. Louis. Missouri, during which 

the seminarians learn where they have 

been placed by God. 

This year, our former Vicar, Jacob Smith, 

was blessed to receive his call to St. Paul 

Lutheran Church, in Aberdeen, South 

Dakota. He will serve as Assistant Pastor.   

Aberdeen is the third largest city in 

South Dakota. So, it will be a change 

from what he is used to, but, as he said, 

“Change can be good as 

you experience and learn 

new things,” and he is 

“excited to go there—

despite the cold winters.”   

It’s a large church, with 

1,200 baptized members. 

They have just resumed in

-person services with two 

Sunday services and two 

weekday services; Bible 

studies and VBS have also 

resumed. It is a busy and 

active church, so Pastor 

Jacob will have lots to do. 

He will be installed and 

ordained on July 11. 

Asked about his goals 

there, our former vicar ex-

plained that during his vic-

arage year, he learned that being a Pastor 

extended beyond the pulpit. He learned 

to reach out into the community, to get 

to know the people as individuals, even 

during a pandemic. He hopes to bring 

the word of God to the people of St. 

Paul’s, to get to know them and to see 

their faith grow.  

Our prayers are with you Pastor Smith, 

and may God bless you in all you do. 

End of Year Festivities 
 CHRISTINE TURNER, Director 

 

The Preschool had many wonderful celebra-

tions at the end of the school year. 

We enjoyed Spirit Week, where we had HAT 

DAY, SPORTS DAY, DISNEY DAY and 

RAINBOW DAY.  Our class mother coordi-

nators treated all children and their siblings 

to the ICE CREAM TRUCK at the end of 

Spirit Week. The boys and girls were excited 

to pick out their favorite treat. 

All classes celebrated either Moving-Up or 

Graduation Day in the church with their 

own class, presenting songs, poems, and 

finger plays. The children were able to invite 

two guests per person. These were very 

meaningful events as the culmination of a 

difficult year. 

On Wednesday, the faculty and staff en-

joyed a beautiful celebratory luncheon host-

ed by Pastor and Amber, Michelle and Di-

ana. It was a beautiful, bright sunny day and 

a great opportunity to enjoy Christian fel-

lowship and celebrate the successes of the 

2020-21 school year. 

We will be getting ready for the start of our 

summer program on July 6, which will run 

for four weeks during the month of July. 

We look forward in September to returning 

to some of the programs we had abandoned 

this year because of Covid.  We are especial-

ly happy once again to begin our Time for 

Two’s program.   

 

Answering a Call 

Call Day for Pastor Jacob 

Smith at Concordia Semi-

nary. 

Stewardship can seem big, but it begins 

with simple thanksgiving. I am thankful 

for backyards, parks, and gardens for the 

use I get out of them: exercise, escapes 

from computer screens, and fresh air. But 

with faith, I am thankful for how a creat-

ing hand imbued order and unnecessary 

beauty into these things, and how the 

abundance of His creation is only sur-

passed by His love. 

Christian scholars and early scientists 

alike used the order of the natural world 

as evidence of a creating God, citing vers-

es like Romans 1:20, “For since the crea-

tion of the world His invisible attributes, 

His eternal power and divine nature, have 

been clearly seen, being understood 

through what has been made, so that they 

are without excuse.” We could use the 

reminder that nature is creation, and let 

that knowledge direct the way we act, 

care, and appreciate our environment– 

from lawns to plains.  

Surrounded by Creation 
Continued from page 3 

The Preschool Staff enjoyed a celebratory lunch-

eon to end the year.  
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T 
his May, God blessed us with 

the opportunity to serve and to 

be Christ’s face into an isolated 

west African community as we were 

invited by Jon Rossman, President/

CEO of the Gbarnga Lutheran Training 

Center (GLTC) to assist with further 

development of the school. GLTC has 

already outperformed others in this 

region of Liberia which had been devas-

tated by civil war and deadly disease. 

Jon began this mission seven years ago 

after being granted land by the Luther-

an Church of Liberia, putting in a clean 

well, two school buildings for grades 

Pre-K to 3, a security compound, water 

tower, poultry farm and a solar-

powered guest house, potable water 

and propane gas for cooking. 

After 24 hours of travel and a 

night in the Liberian capital, 

Monrovia, we traveled another 

4+ hours through rural villages 

and bush experiencing the ex-

treme poverty of a third world 

country. Upon arriving at 

GLTC’s compound in Gbarnga, 

we were greeted by cheering 

students and families waving 

palm branches, hugging and 

kissing us. The school 

held a welcoming 

program including 

native Kpelle dancing,  

Christian song and prayer. 

Welcomed by teachers eager 

to learn new skills and strate-

gies to improve their meth-

ods, Sharon immersed her-

self in the school’s curricu-

lum and by observing teach-

ers’ methodology. Much of 

the teaching is done via choral 

repetition, so to create oppor-

tunities for deeper learning and higher 

level thinking she modeled peer discus-

sion and whole-class collaboration. 

Enriching math instruction, she distrib-

uted materials modeling our base ten 

number system and interactive charts 

showing multiplication as repeated 

Gbarnga Mission Update: GLTC 
 SHARON MEYER/ROXANNE OELLRICH 

The children were excited to receive toothbrushes 

and toothpaste, donated by Women's Ministry. 

Introducing material to teachers for the instruction 

of multiplication concepts. Teachers were eager to 

learn and apply new methods. . Photo credit: Mar-

sha Wilcox Photography   

All students were measured for height 

and weight to assess their growth and 

development.  
Please turn to page 7 
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W 
e continue to praise God and 

give Him thanks for all the 

progress, good news and mo-

mentum we have received over the past 

many months. As we formally enter the 

summer season, we rejoice for all the op-

portunities that have returned, and all  the 

new opportunities that continue to emerge 

to help us proclaim Christ, serve Him and 

one another, and join together again in 

fellowship and love. 

It has been such a blessing to be able to 

meet in person again with our youth 

groups! Over the past two months, our 

high school youth group has met twice, 

and had a fabulous time together. We 

played yard games, threw around the foot-

ball, made “blessing bags” for community 

members in need, and even took a moment 

to pause for some ice cream sandwiches. 

We are so thrilled to hear of all the won-

derful plans that our seniors have—of col-

leges near and far—and continue to pray 

for them and their families as they venture 

out to embark on all the adventures God 

has in store for them! 

Over the past two months, our middle 

schoolers have resumed Confirmation in-

struction. We are so honored to be able to 

walk side by side with them and their fami-

lies on this important faith journey, culmi-

nating in the confirmation of their faith. 

Keeping this momentum going, our middle 

school youth group will resume, and begin 

in-person meetings after the conclusion of 

the 2021 Confirmation season, and will 

meet for the first time on Wednesday, July 

14, at 6pm. All middle schoolers (and 

friends!) are welcomed to join us.   

We’re so glad that the weather held out 

and we were able to celebrate together at 

our 2021 Spring Fling! We had a wonderful 

turnout, lots of families and friends, and 

lots of games, activities, and of course, ice 

cream. Our blessings were showcased on 

our “blessing board,” where people were 

encouraged to write down their blessings 

or write down a blessing for someone else. 

We give thanks for the many, many bless-

ings that God has provided for us all and 

give thanks for the beautiful weather, the 

promise of spring, and the reminder of 

rebirth and renewal.  

We are finalizing our plans for our local 

“mission trip” this year, with our “love thy 

neighbor” focus. While we may not be able 

to travel far and wide, we recognize that 

there is need all around us, and pray that 

God may use us as His hands and feet so 

that we can continue to support our com-

munity and spread His love to all those 

who we encounter. We are inspired and 

guided by 1 Peter 4:10, “[e]ach of you 

should use whatever gift you have received 

to serve others, as faithful stewards of 

God’s grace in its various forms.” We look 

forward to using our gifts, talents, and 

abilities to serve others in His name.  

We continue to look forward and move 

forward, knowing and trusting that God 

will be with us every step of the way.  

Faith-filled and Flourishing   

Fellowship and ice cream—a winning combination! 

(from left) David Hughes, Ben Woo, Pastor 

Browning, and Cameron Redfearn  

Why Do I Believe? 

T 
he past few years, we have asked 

our 8th grade Confirmation stu-

dents to write an essay on what 

their faith means to them. I thought it was 

important to reflect on the same topic.  

Here is my response (in 400 words or 

less):  

I believe in Jesus, our Savior. He was born 

a man, sacrificed His life for me, and rose 

again from the dead. He gives me for-

giveness and compassion with no strings 

attached. He has handed these gifts to me. 

I didn’t earn them. I couldn’t earn them. I 

don’t deserve them. I couldn’t buy them. I 

have a loving Savior who willingly and 

selflessly gave up His life for me, and for 

you, so that we could be forgiven.  

There is too much hatred in the world. 

There is too much strife and conflict, but I 

have a benevolent God who focuses on 

spreading love and teaching us all to treat 

others as we’d like to be treated. But even 

more, He tells us to love one another as He 

loved us—with reckless abandon, with eve-

Please turn to page 7 



 EDITORIAL & CREATIVE 

Ginny Raffa, Jenny Fort  

 

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS 

 Pastor Jeff Browning, Kathy Lowe 

Deacon Michelle Kollmeier, Diana Auer 

Abby Bezrutczyk, Micki Dolan 

Roxanne Oellrich, Sharon Meyer 

Vicar Peter Deberny 

Ginny Raffa 

 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

Sharon Meyer, Ginny Raffa 

Marsha Wilcox Photography  

 

MAILING STAFF  

Linda Wardley, Joan Altman 

 

OFFICIAL ACTS 
 

Baptisms  

 Joseph Axel DeMasi                   5/30/2021 

 Everett Luke Boyd                      5/30/2021  

 Lillian Rose Althaus                      6/5/2021 

 Nancy Deborah Sebring             6/19/2021  

 Peyton Tess Daly                        6/19/2021  

 Steven Nino                                6/20/2021 

 

Deaths 

 Martin Smith.                              4/26/2021 

 

 

7  

Diana Auer 
is Director of Youth & Family Ministry. 

She loves to sing, bake and spend 

time with her husband, Matt and 

their miniature schnauzer, Ollie.  

rything He has, and without any exceptions; 

He says to love everyone.  

This message is one that I cling to. This is a 

message that I don’t feel like we get any-

where else in our world. This world tells us 

to divide, to compete, to undercut and to 

criticize. This world tells us to turn a blind 

eye, to blame, to belittle and to ignore. Jesus 

tells us that what we do for the least among 

us, we do for Him.   

My faith gives me hope and strength to face 

challenges in my life; if God is for me, who 

can be against me? This is what I hold on to 

during hardships in my life. I have the 

strength of the greatest power in the uni-

verse in my corner. When I’m in doubt about 

what I’m supposed to be doing here—what 

my purpose is, I trust in Him, and trust that 

I can be used as His instrument to spread 

His Word and His love.   

I have accepted a free, no-strings-attached 

gift of forgiveness, a faith which has washed 

away my sins, and provides me with the 

strength, courage and tenacity to face any-

thing that comes my way in this life. 

Through the power of God, the sacrifice of 

Jesus and the help of the Holy Spirit, I go 

about my life trying my best, my very best, 

every day to share the love, forgiveness and 

compassion which was gifted to me, and to 

be a model and reflection of the Savior, to 

whom I owe everything and, through His 

grace, am given everything.    

 

Why Do I Believe? 
Continued from page 6 

addition, introducing the 3rd 

grade to the scientific meth-

od by folding paper planes 

and studying the effect of 

paper clips increasing their 

weight. 

With assistance from the 

school’s administrator, who 

is coincidentally enrolled in 

nursing school, Roxanne 

performed health assess-

ments on the 124 students 

including weights, heights, 

heart rates, oxygen satura-

tion and general physical 

exams armed with rewards 

of peanut butter crackers 

and vitamins. Each day at 

least 5 children were treated with the donat-

ed Tylenol and ibuprofen for fevers and 

vomiting typical of malaria, typhoid, or par-

asites. Others had abrasions requiring 

cleaning, antibiotic ointment, and dress-

ings. She taught first aid to staff and hand 

washing and oral hygiene to the students, 

distributing donations of toothbrushes, 

toothpaste, first aid kits, and daily vita-

mins—all contributed before 

the trip. 

Evenings were busy debrief-

ing and planning the next day 

activities, concluding with 

devotions, prayers of thanks-

giving and for guidance. 

When not on campus, we vis-

ited the surrounding villages 

and neighboring mission 

sites. 

The love Jon has for the local 

people and response from the 

staff and the community is 

extraordinary, manifesting 

the impact GLTC is having in 

giving them hope for a better, 

more self-sufficient future.  

Poverty in Gbarnga is overwhelming: no 

electricity, one well used by three local com-

munities, overwhelming illiteracy, and min-

imal health care. Through Resurrection’s 

generosity, the students, their families and 

community experience the love, hope and 

grace of Jesus Christ every day…and yes, we 

will be returning, God willing! 

Gbarnga Mission Update: GLTC 
Continued from page 5 

Encouraging children to en-

gage in small group and whole 

class discussion will continue 

to be a focus for Sharon's next 

visit. Moving beyond choral 

repetition to expand listening 

and speaking skills will sup-

port project-based learning in 

the future. Photo credit:  

Marsha Wilcox Photography  
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We’re looking forward to the month of May with its promise of 

weather that invites outdoor walks and open windows. May also 

brings the next issue of your monthly Lamplighter, with news 

and articles to encourage, enlighten and inspire. Content will 

include messages from Pastor Browning and President Woicyk, 

news from Youth & Family Ministry, as well as the Preschool, 

feature articles, a Daily Bread devotional, and much more.  

 

Sundays, Traditional Worship 

In-Person* —  8:30 & 11am 

Online — 10am 

 

Saturdays, Contemporary Service  

In-Person* — 5:30pm 

 

    

*Reservations required:   
resgc.org/worship 

 
 

Christians are called to proclaim the 

truth of Jesus to all nations. We describe 

the Gospel message through our words, 

and we show the love of Jesus through 

our actions. But that’s not all we are 

called to do! Christians are also to sing to 

God! Together as members of the Church 

triumphant, we sing praise songs and 

hymns together each weekend. But why? 

What is the value in exercising your dia-

phragm every weekend? 

Psychological studies have revealed that 

singing in groups is connected to social 

inclusion, or “togetherness.” [1] In other 

words, when we sing together with the 

same musical notes and lyrics, we are 

unified as a community. You receive 

assurance that you are not alone! Be-

cause look—there is someone singing 

the same words right next to you! 

And these aren’t just any words; these 

are praises to our Almighty God! 

When we sing together now, we re-

ceive a taste of heaven. We are united 

as the Body of Christ; we are united by 

the same God who conquers all things 

for us! And isn’t that what our victory 

in heaven will look like? As we read in 

Revelation 19, “Then I heard what 

seemed to be the voice of a great multi-

tude, crying out, Hallelujah! For the 

Lord our God the Almighty reigns. Let 

us rejoice and exult and give him the 

glory!’” 

 This is a description of the future! Our 

future together! Reflect this future 

today and sing boldly to our God! Re-

mind yourself and those around you of 

the victory that we share together in 

Christ! 

                      VICAR PETER DEBERNY 

Sing praises to God, sing praises; sing praises to our King, 

sing praises.  For God is the King of all the earth; sing to 

him a psalm of praise. Psalm 47:6-7 

[1] Welch GF, Himonides E, Saunders J, Papageorgi I and Sarazin M (2014)  
Singing and social inclusion. Front. Psychol. 5:803.  


