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This Issue Praying for a Restful Summer 
PASTOR JEFF BROWNING  
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L 
ike so many people we know, our 

family always looks forward to 

summer. We enjoy being outdoors 

in the warm weather. My children and my 

wife (a teacher by profession) all appreci-

ate a well-deserved break from school. In 

our minds, summer promises an oppor-

tunity for much needed leisure and relaxa-

tion, time off from some of the stress that 

feels all too prevalent during the other 

seasons of the year.   

In the weeks after Easter, the sense of 

looking forward to summer really begins 

to hit full stride. We start by brainstorm-

ing, most every evening. We list all the 

places we want to go, all the events we 

want to attend, all the goals we hope to 

accomplish, and all the people we want to 

see. We look at the calendar, trying to fig-

ure out what might work. We tell our 

friends, “Let’s plan to get together this 

summer.” Summer seems like a wonderful 

dream. But like many wonderful dreams, 

what we had envisioned often proves too 

good to be true.  

Because every single year, when summer 

comes, so many of our plans never materi-

alize. The calendar fills up very quickly. 

Like many of our contemporaries, my fam-

ily often struggles with a tendency to over-

schedule. There are very few actual free 

days.  

As many parents know, summertime com-

mitments for school-aged children are 

Please turn to page 2   

H 
ave you ever heard a word or 

phrase so often that you stop 

thinking about what it means 

and you just start to take it for granted? 

One phrase that comes to mind is “…of 

Biblical proportion.” We’ve probably 

heard this term over and over again in our 

lives, whether relating to weather, a 

“storm of Biblical proportion,” or sadly a 

political conflict, a “war of Biblical propor-

tion.” Yet, when is the last time that you’ve 

stopped to think about what we actually 

mean when we say that something is Bib-

lical? Perhaps, more importantly, have 

you ever thought about what makes some-

thing Biblical, and what makes something 

Christian? I posit that, perhaps, all too 

often we conflate these two terms which, 

at times, could relate to very different 

things.  

We believe that the Bible is the inspired, 

infallible, and inerrant Word of God, yet 

there are things that are in the Bible, 

things that are Biblical, which we wouldn’t 

necessarily say are Christ-like. War is Bib-

lical. Famine, condemnation, ostracization 

and judgment is Biblical, but are these 

things Christian? 

Be Like Christ  DIANA AUER 

Please turn to page 2 



Pastor Jeff Browning 

Pastor Browning is Pastor  

at Resurrection.   

increasingly comparable to the rest of 

the year. Work still has to happen. We 

still have doctors’ appointments, car ap-

pointments, and a variety of other neces-

sary errands that we scheduled for these 

summer months, because in our minds 

we were more available these months.  

The activity or get-together that seemed 

like a fun idea back in the spring be-

comes a source of stress—just another 

item on that long list of things we have to 

do, one more thing we are trying to 

squeeze in. Perhaps it’s even more so this 

summer, as restrictions are thankfully 

being eased and life is feeling more fa-

miliar and comfortable. We are excited 

to make the plans that did not material-

ize the last two years.     

In recent years, I have come to realize 

that, apart from the weather, summer is 

not much different from the rest of the 

year. Summer is busy and stressful. Ac-

tual rest and relaxation gets forgotten, 

cast aside because in all the planning and 

in all the hustle and bustle, it was never 

put on the schedule.   

REST! Human beings need rest. Jesus 

says, “Come to me all who are weary and 

burdened, and I will give you rest.” For 

some of us, we hear those words, and the 

initial impact is stressful. Jesus feels like 

something additional to fit into the busy 

schedule. This is the opposite of what 

Jesus intends, I think. 

Jesus reminds us that we can’t keep all of 

this up. All the busyness, the full sched-

ule, the stresses and burdens of trying to 

do everything and please everybody, 

eventually it will get the best of us. Inevi-

tably it will disappoint us. When it does, 

Jesus is there waiting with arms open to 

you. His unconditional forgiveness and 

love remind us what’s most important, 

and calls us to bask in what is most nec-

essary.  

Reprioritize. Whatever we are doing in 

our lives, we can’t do it without rest, and 

we certainly can’t do it without our God. 

But our God reminds us that we find the 

peace and the rest that we most need in 

His Son, Jesus Christ.   
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Diana Auer 
is Director of Youth & Family Ministry. 

She loves to sing, bake and spend 

time with her husband, Matt and their 

miniature schnauzer, Ollie.  

Jesus calls us to look to His Gospel mes-

sage, and see how He calls us to treat one 

another. Jesus said, “welcome the 

stranger,” “love thy neighbor,” and “take 

up your cross and follow me.” Jesus said, 

“forgive, as you have been forgiven” and 

“love, as I have loved you.” You see, ha-

tred is Biblical, but it isn’t Christian, and 

we are called to see the distinction.   

We are called to be like Christ, in all we 

say, and do, and especially in the way we 

treat others. It is not enough to merely 

listen to Bible passages over and over 

again, until we become numb to their 

meaning. We must actively engage with 

the Bible, the living Word of God, and 

recognize what it means to be a Chris-

tian. It means to confront hatred with 

love. It means to combat judgment with 

grace. It means to challenge exclusivity 

with inclusion. It means to follow Him 

who laid down His life for us.    

Let us truly think about what it means to 

be the hands and feet of Jesus, and let us 

give thanks to Him, who showed us the 

perfect example, who practiced what He 

preached. Let us always remember what 

it means to live a life to the glory of God—

a life that shows what it really means to 

be a Christian. 

A Message  
from the President 
LAURA BAUER 

I am humbled and honored to be President of 

the congregation of Lutheran Church of the 

Resurrection for the next three years. It is a 

privilege to serve the people of Resurrection 

and those we encounter through our minis-

tries.  

 

My term begins as we continue to ease our 

way out of more than two years of pandemic 

restrictions. I know there will be challenges, 

but some challenges may bring us opportuni-

ties as well—opportunities to try new things 

and do things differently. 

 

As I prepared to take on this role, I recalled 

all that our church staff, council and volun-

teers accomplished to keep Resurrection 

functioning as a Christian community of faith 

during a time of fear, separation from family 

and friends, ever-shifting regulations, and 

great uncertainty. 

 

Our church staff became experts at live-

streaming and recording to allow us to wor-

ship. Outdoor services, outdoor communion 

for small groups, determining when and how 

to return to indoor services, preschool proto-

cols—the decisions were endless and almost 

never clear cut. Church staff moved forward 

with the goal to keep Resurrection serving its 

members and delivering the Word of God. 

 

Keeping Resurrection up and running meant 

creative thinking and hard choices by the 

Church Council to see that our finances did 

not suffer a blow large enough to unmoor us. 

With their many wise decisions, we can now 

restart more aspects of our church life from a 

sound position, not mired in debt.  

 

I am very grateful to Pastor Browning for his 

leadership, and for all the people who made 

all the decisions and all the hard choices so 

that worship was always available. I am 

grateful that we can all continue to worship 

and re-engage with the people and the many 

ministries that make Resurrection a shining 

light. The faith of many in the face of great 

uncertainty is a tremendous gift—Thank You. 

Praying for a Restful Summer 
Continued from page 1 

Be Like Christ 
 Continued from page 1 
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Abby Bezrutczyk 
is a science communicator and 

former editor-in-chief of Claritas, 

Cornell's journal of Christian thought. 

W 
hen I heard that Grace 

Cathedral in San Francis-

co had a labyrinth, I im-

agined a kind of physical puzzle, like a 

stone-enclosed spooky corn maze, 

with narrow twists and turns that 

stumped anyone who entered.  

What it was instead is easily missed 

by anyone distracted. As a circular 

tiled pathway embedded in the floor, 

it has only one path to follow—there 

are no branching decision points or 

dead-ends. Despite this, it is still maze

-like for the eyes.  

Playing my role as the youngest child, 

I first tried to walk the path heel-toe 

at a New York pace– it wasn’t easy. 

The repeated switchbacks dissolve any 

momentum, forcing an abrupt turn 

and breaking a long stride.  

Some suggest that the incorporation 

of labyrinth in churches was to ward 

off evil, but I see a different purpose: 

it is a preparation for arrival. Walking 

this labyrinth forces a practice of 

slowness. It encourages the entrant to 

wander in arcs that fold back on 

themselves, drawing ever closer to the 

middle, where one can pause and re-

flect. The center, while only meters 

from the start, feels spatially distinct. 

It doesn’t feel strange or exposed to 

stand directly in the center of that 

grand hall when you’re standing 

there; instead it feels somehow en-

closed, protected, and personal.   

Exercise of any kind has at least two 

purposes: aiding our physical health, 

but also our mental health. The laby-

rinth brings in a third element: the 

movement helps our spiritual health.  

It takes walking slowly to be 

able to shed our nonsense on 

the surface, like shedding the 

many coats we carry with us 

throughout the week. Walking 

this path reminds us that we are 

both created and embodied, 

preparing us to offer up some-

thing genuine in prayer, bring-

ing all of who we are.  

And at the center of the laby-

rinth once stood many others, 

who walked the path for rea-

sons of their own. People who 

prayed for their fellow congre-

gants who died from the AIDS 

epidemic. Neighbors who gath-

er weekly with their yoga mats 

radiating around the labyrinth, 

lining all the aisles with colors 

as vibrant as the stained glass. 

And those who followed their 

feet, walking the labyrinth without 

knowing why. We all arrive … and lift 

up our eyes.  

Labyrinth: Grace Cathedral 

Labyrinth embedded in floor of Grace Cathedral, 

San Francisco 

“Over the Moon” is a magical musical about a grief-

stricken moon goddess and a mourning mortal girl. 

They have shelled up in their Chamber of Exquisite 

Sadness, and it’s sealed with an impenetrable bar-

rier. 

C.S. Lewis warns against this level of sadness. He 

writes “to love at all is to be vulnerable.” But if you 

lock away your heart in a ”coffin of your selfish-

ness…safe, dark, motionless, airless—it will 

change” and become impenetrable. 

Safely in the Chamber of Exquisite Sadness, 

Chang’e sings to Fei Fei, “set your heartache free 

and let love in” because it’s too late for her. Fei Fei 

reminds Chang’e that “your heart grows, and it 

knows, you can glow, you’re wonderful.”  

Grief is powerful and can threaten to consume you 

in loneliness. This movie reminds us to let all the 

surrounding love soften your heart. To love others 

in a new way is not to forget the love that made 

you; rather, it lets the love of Christ multiply expo-

nentially, as C.S. Lewis suggests, in affection, 

friendship, eros, and charity.  

Chin declares it throughout the movie, “No barri-

ers!” And that’s from one dingbat to another. 

Trailer: YouTube.com, search Over the Moon.  

Review by Vicar Joshua Kintz 

Over the Moon 
2020, PG 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7VplNrBSVDc
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We ended our Preschool year with three Mov-

ing-Up and three Graduation ceremonies. Par-

ents enjoyed watching their children sing 

songs, do finger plays and poems directed by 

their teachers and our music teacher, Linda 

Wardley.  

We enjoyed a delicious end-of-year luncheon 

hosted by Pastor and Amber Browning, 

Michelle Kollmeier, Diana Auer, Liz 

Bezrutczyk and Joan Altman.  

We celebrated my retirement and those of 

Regina Langdon, Lori McDonald, Melissa 

Brand, Lorraine Valenti, and teachers who 

retired during Covid, Carolyn Edel, Joanne 

Sardis and Leah Weber.   

We give thanks for all the wonderful people 

who have and continue to work in the Pre-

school, teaching and guiding little children. 

Special thanks to Jean Dietterick for filling in 

for me during my health issues this year. It 

was a pleasure working with Jean. She will be 

the Interim Director next year, and I am confi-

dent the Preschool will be in good hands. Jean 

has many years of experience and truly loves 

children and education.  

As I close my days here, I just want to say that 

it has been a privilege and a pleasure to work 

at Resurrection. I have met so many wonder-

ful people here. As I have said many times, I 

consider Resurrection my second church 

home, which will always hold a special place 

in my heart. I thank the congregation for al-

ways being supportive of the Preschool during 

my tenure here.  

God Bless,  

Christine Turner 

End-of-Year Festivities 

G 
enerous mission support from 

Lutheran Church of the Res-

urrection has helped enable 

life-changing growth at Gbarnga Lu-

theran Training Center (GLTC) in Li-

beria! Where only eight years prior 

there was only bushland, today there is 

a growing elementary school. The 

school currently includes adult educa-

tion in tailoring, soapmaking, baking 

and agriculture, led by Jon Rossman 

and Pastor Sumo. 

Sharon, assisted by Cailyn Sahlberg 

(newly graduated teacher), were hon-

ored to mentor teachers eager for 

methods and materials empowering 

them to lift the level of education for 

their pupils. Nursery-K uses the learn-

ing centers created for them daily. 

Teachers confide that the children 

have grown in vocabulary, creative 

thinking, curiosity, and overall enthu-

siasm for learning.  

Through use of play centers, students 

demonstrate new problem-solving 

skills and strategies for teamwork. The 

teachers engage the students in daily 

read-alouds, finger-play and songs the 

children are also heard singing 

throughout the campus.  

Older students were eager to demon-

strate how they’ve applied lessons 

taught during our previous February’s 

trip. The students had expanded their 

vocabulary using character trait charts 

and modeled proficiency in supporting 

their thinking via evidence-based 

terms.  

During this trip, older children were 

taught to use informational text fea-

tures which they practiced using new 

science and 

social studies 

texts brought 

by Sharon. All 

the children 

adore their do-

nated copies of 

the illustrated 

“Beginners Bi-

ble” and read 

them from cov-

er to cover.   

Roxanne, as-

sisted by Syd-

ney Vetrano 

(EMT and mu-

sic therapist), 

performed 

health assessments on all 130 Gbarnga 

students, 60 teachers and staff and 40 

women attending the adult vocational 

programs. With assistance from a Li-

berian lab technician trainee (donor-

sponsored) and nurse, we tested many 

of these people for malaria and treated 

per Liberian protocols.  

Our entire team offered a health clinic 

to the community which over 130 peo-

ple attended. It was so well-received 

we were asked to do another where we 

saw another 100. Children and adults 

received donated vitamins and anti-

parasite medication as needed. Prevail-

Gbarnga: A Tale of Two Missions 
   SHARON MEYER and ROXANNE OELLRICH 

Our medical team cares for villagers at church site, as others look on 

curiously and await their turn. 

Please turn to page 7 
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Ken Meyn  

 Handbell Choir Director and occasional 

organist. He retired after 38 years at       

The New York Times.  

A 
fter a two-year Covid hiatus, mem-

bers and friends of Resurrection 

came roaring back in another Meal 

Packing Event on Saturday, June 18. More 

than 15,100 meals were packed in just un-

der two hours.   

Under the auspices of Rise Against Hunger, 

an international hunger relief organization, 

the meals will be distributed where most 

needed.   

Spearheaded by Diana Auer, Director of 

Youth and Family Ministry, 94 people gath-

ered with assembly line precision to fill spe-

cial plastic bags with ingredients for 

meals. Said Diana, “I’m so thrilled that we 

were able to bring back our meal packing 

event this year! Resurrection members and 

friends really stepped up to support this 

meaningful and desperately needed out-

reach ministry.”   

“At a time where the needs of the world can 

feel insurmountable, I’m grateful that we 

were able to work alongside Rise Against 

Hunger and contribute to their mission of 

ending world huger by 2030.”   

Rob Whitaker, NY/NJ Community Engage-

ment Officer for Rise Against Hunger, said, 

“It was a great event and a fantastic group 

of people. Great energy.”   

“What was packed today will feed 70 chil-

dren one meal a day for an entire school 

year.”   

Pastor Browning viewed the occasion as 

another sign that Resurrection continues to 

revive after two years of limited activities. 

“This is a great event, and I’m so happy we 

can do it again.”   

Eileen Peers thought the event was a great 

way to “help a lot of people. I helped last 

time, and I really enjoyed packing the 

meals.” 

Karen Schoenfeld “did it three years ago 

and I had a great time, so I decided to do it 

again. And it’s a good way to help people in 

need.”   

“It’s a good way to help a lot of people,” 

said Gloria Berkowitz. “I feel that from the 

bottom of my heart.”   

According to Anne Stubing, “It’s an easy 

way to help with a serious problem and a 

great way to get to know your community.” 

Ilenia Graffagnino, 14, signed on as part of 

a Community Service project, said, “I want 

to give back, to help people. It’s really re-

warding to help people who can’t feed their 

families.” 

Vicar Joshua Kintz summed it up as a 

“pivotal event, a way to deal with an ever-

growing need. It’s a way to be part of our 

mission to be Christ’s hands and feet on 

earth.” 

 

Fighting Hunger and Roaring Back 

Top row, l-r:  Director Diana Auer rallies the 

group for packing 15,000 meals;  

Multi-generations work together to label the 

boxes;  

Contents for the meals are weighed, poured 

into plastic bags, which are heat-sealed for 

shipping. 

 

Second row, l-r:  Bill Sweeney delivers a hefty 

bag of rice to the first team who will measure  

portions for each family meal.  
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T 
here is no stop-

ping the love, 

support, and de-

votion of our Resurrec-

tion family! Thanks be to 

God for this incredible 

community of faith. As 

we inch closer and closer 

to being “back to nor-

mal,” we give thanks for 

all the victories along the 

way.  

We had a great time at all 

our youth group meetings 

this month. On Wednes-

day, June 8, our middle 

school youth group gath-

ered together for a taco 

party and a time of fellow-

ship before our final Confirmation 

class. It is always wonderful to see 

friendships strengthened through 

these fun, casual get-togethers.   

On Monday, June 13, our elementary 

school youth group, the Explorers, 

met and kicked off our time together 

by discussing how important it is to 

get to know one another, and to get to 

know what’s on the inside. We also 

discussed how God is always with us, 

no matter where we go, no matter 

what schools we go to. We give thanks 

for this wonderful promise!   

Finally, on Thursday, June 16, our 

high school youth group met for an 

end of the year ice cream party. We 

pray that all our students (and fami-

lies) have the opportunity to rest and 

recharge after all their hard work in 

school this year.  

We were so thrilled to welcome back a 

recent Resurrection tradition, our 2nd 

annual meal packing event! On Satur-

day, June 18, over 90 volunteers 

helped to pack more than 15,000 

meals to support the mission and 

ministry of Rise Against Hunger, 

which is to end world hunger by 

2030. We are so grateful for the dedi-

cation and generosity of those who 

supported this meaningful outreach 

event.   

We look forward to our 2022 local 

mission trip, which will happen dur-

ing the week of July 18. We are excit-

ed, once again, to work 

within our local communi-

ty to serve our neighbor 

and help to spread the Gos-

pel to all those we meet. 

We give thanks to all our 

youth who have committed 

to making this week of ser-

vice a priority!   

A summer at Resurrection 

would not be complete 

without Vacation Bible 

School! VBS returns the 

week of August 1 with our 

new theme for the sum-

mer: Monumental--

celebrating God’s great-

ness. We can’t wait to wel-

come back our campers and 

volunteers for what will, undoubtedly, 

be another wonderful week of fun, 

learning, and excitement. There is still 

time to get involved! If you would like 

to serve as a volunteer, or sign up 

your child for our VBS program, 

please visit the church website, and 

select the “VBS” tab.   

We look forward to all that God has in 

store for us, and we give thanks for all 

the blessings along the way!    

 

Growing In Christ  

 

Big smiles after packing 15,000 meals. 

Our middle-schoolers enjoy a time of fellowship. 
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R 
esurrection’s Handbell Choir 

gathered at church in early June 

for the traditional end-of-the-year 

“Polish Pizza Party.” (Polish as in buff and 

make shiny, not Polish as in people of the 

West Slavic nation.)  

For 15 years, ringers have met at the end of 

the ringing season to clean and polish the 

church’s three octaves of handbells. The 

bells are then stored in their velvet-lined 

cases, ready to be used again in September.  

With the large group, the polishing takes 

about 20 minutes. Then comes the pizza 

part, followed by 

a wide variety of 

desserts.   

The Handbell 

Choir is looking 

for new ringers. 

Current members will say it is fun. Reading 

music and ringing experience are not nec-

essary.  

Anyone interested in joining or wishing 

more information, contact Ken Meyn, Di-

rector, through the church office.  

Bells, Polish, and Pizza 

Above: After the polishing and pizza were done, it was time for many desserts. 

Below:  Bells, shiny and clean, wait for the new season. 

ing illnesses included malar-

ia, stomach issues from par-

asites, coughs, colds, malnu-

trition, and dehydration. In 

all, over 400 people ages 5 

days to 85 years old were 

assisted.  

During assemblies, we 

taught American “Jesus” 

songs, read stories to the 

children and taught hy-

giene, including hand wash-

ing, cold prevention, brush-

ing teeth and using nets for 

malaria prevention. A key 

class was to girls, ages 11 to 

16, where culturally appro-

priate sex education was taught, assisted by 

female staff.   

Pastor Sumo and all GLTC’s staff expressed 

their deep heartfelt gratitude for the mate-

rials, training and care we are providing.  

We thank God for providing this oppor-

tunity to demonstrate HIS love and the 

hope that comes from our Lord. We all look 

forward to returning to Gbarnga this fall 

and ask for your continued prayers and 

support. 

Gbarnga: A Tale of Two Missions 
Continued from page 4 

Students use newly supplied science texts on ecosystems to learn 

about informational text features like glossary and captions.  
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The next edition of the Lamplighter will be our September 2022 

edition, with  back-to-school news of Resurrection’s opportunities 

for all ages. Discover opportunities to grow in faith, help with mis-

sions, and share God’s love with others.   

Sundays, Traditional Worship 

In-Person — 8:30, 9:45 & 11am 

Online — 9:45am 

 

Saturdays, Contemporary Service  

In-Person — 5:30pm 

 

 
 

C 
hapter 15 of this marvelous 

epistle by St. Paul speaks on 

the resurrection of the dead, 

the theme of our beloved Church's 

namesake. In astonishingly blunt 

terms, Paul tells us that if Christ is not 

yet risen, then our faith is in vain, the 

law is still upon us, and we of all peo-

ple are most to be pitied—we are ut-

terly lost.  

But indeed, the great mystery is that 

everyone who believes—even Paul 

who violently persecuted Christians 

(15:9), or other sinners like you and 

me, are guaranteed eternal life. The 

sting of death, and the power of sin by 

which it brings death is conquered 

through Jesus Christ, who, through 

unspeakable love and mercy, counts 

His victory and resurrection as our 

own through faith.  

The Greek word for labor, κόπος, as it 

is written in verse 58 might better be 

thought of as "toil," or "enduring." It 

is easy to neglect the gift of faith that 

you’ve been given by succumbing to 

temptations. It's also easy to think 

that through the heat of earthly hard-

ship we might be forsaken by God, or 

think that He sits in His lap only 

those constantly fed by good fortune. 

These are the thoughts we must toil 

and endure and labor, κόπος, against. 

By faith, we have been guaranteed 

something more to be desired than 

even all the gold and fame in the 

world—life eternal.  

THINK:  

How can I learn to bear my cross? 

Read your Catechism, your Bible, go 

to Church, and commune with other 

believers. Remember with all your 

heart, mind, soul, and strength: 

Christ has done it all already! Your 

enemy, the devil, prowls around like 

a roaring lion looking for someone to 

devour. Resist him, standing firm in 

the faith, because you know that the 

family of believers throughout the 

world is undergoing the same kind of 

sufferings. (1 Peter 5, 8-9) 

PRAY: 

LSB 708:3  

Lord, let at last Thine angels come,  

To Abram's bosom bear me home,  

That I may die unfearing;  

And in its narrow chamber keep  

My body safe in peaceful sleep  

Until Thy reappearing.  

And then from death awaken me,  

That these mine eyes with joy may see,  

O Son of God, Thy glorious face,   

My Savior and my fount of grace.  

Lord Jesus Christ, my prayer attend,       

my prayer attend, 

And I will praise Thee without end. 

                              STEVEN NINO 

Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing 

move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, 

because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain. 

I Corinthians 15:58 


