
We Need Your Help 
Looking to positive developments ahead, 

Pastor Browning invites all to help rebuild 

our vibrant faith community.…………….....1 
 

Getting to Know Bishop Lecakes 
John Mitchell talks with our Bishop about 

the path that led to his life’s calling.…....1 
 

Notes & News 
President John Kingston points to what 

makes the church unique among social 

groups……………............................................2 

 

Media Spotlight 
Vicar Joshua delves into layers of mira-

cles in this Disney movie………………………3 
 

CD Ministry to the Homebound 
Parish Nurse Linda Wardley reports on 

one of Resurrection’s evolving minis-

tries…..………………………………….……………..3 

 

Be Bothered 

Diana Auer discusses what should cause 

one to be bothered……..……….……..………..4 

 

Building Blocks 

February Fun……..……………………….……..…4 

 

Madagascar Mission Update 

Dr. Georges Ramalanjaona shines light 

on mission project in Madagascar...……..5 

 

Youth & Family Ministry 

Christmas Joy Abounds at Resurrection..6 

 

More with Less 

Abby Bezrutczyk describes how architec-

ture adds to worship experience in 

Grundtvig’s Cathedral……………………….....7 

 

Daily Bread 

Deacon Harry Oellrich fleshes out how to 

pursue “mutual upbuilding”……………….…8 

This Issue 
We Need Your Help 
PASTOR JEFF BROWNING  

“Therefore encourage one  

another and build each other up, 

just as in fact you are doing.”    

1 Thessalonians 5:11 

 

T 
he future, as we know all too well, is 

uncertain and unpredictable. That 

being acknowledged, it is my prayer, 

my firm hope, and my expectation that the 

congregation is going to experience a lot of 

positive developments in the coming days 

and months.  

As we move toward the beginning of Lent 

and the start of Spring, we cannot help but 

hear and acknowledge God calling us to 

return, be renewed, and begin again. We’re 

looking forward to all that God has in store 

for us as we make this journey, including an 

increase in the number of in-person oppor-

tunities available at Resurrection. Likewise, 

I think we can safely assume we will see 

attendance improve significantly at wor-

ship, Sunday School, Bible class, and on the 

campus in general. Please join me in pray-

ing for the people and ministries of Resur-

rection, Garden City, today and in the days 

to come.    

Our high hopes bring a need for help. Un-

derstandably, the congregation must enter 

into something of a rebuild mindset. The 

limitations of the past two years have de-

pleted our corps of volunteers in several key 

areas, vital to the worship life of a vibrant 

community of faith.  

Please turn to page 2 
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Getting to Know…Bishop Derek G. Lecakes 

S 
ince 2015, Bishop Derek G. Lecakes 

has served as the President of the 

Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

Atlantic District in Bronxville, NY. He grad-

uated with a B.A. in Director of Christian 

Education from Concordia University, St. 

Paul, MN in 1993 and received his Master of 

Divinity from Concordia Seminary, St. Lou-

is, MO in 2003, graduating with Pastor 

Browning. Prior to becoming the District 

President, Bishop Derek was the Associate 

Director of Christian Education (DCE) of 

SonRise Lutheran Ministries in Pottersville, 

NY, 1995-1999, and Pastor at Immanuel 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in Niskayuna, 

NY, 2003-2015.  

Bishop Derek and his wife Amy have been 

married for 28 years and live in Bayside, NY. 

Amy is the School Counselor at Martin Lu-

ther School in Maspeth. They have three 

daughters. Kyra (23), who was just married 

in December, is a teacher in Brooklyn, work-

ing with autistic children, teaching them life 

skills. Payge (21) is a junior at Suny Pur-

chase, studying dance and choreography. 

Please turn to page 2 

JOHN MITCHELL 



Pastor Jeff Browning 

Pastor Browning is Pastor  

at Resurrection.   

We will need to rebuild our Altar Guild, 

the team that helps prepare the Lord’s 

Supper that we are blessed to receive 

every weekend at every worship service. 

We will need Ushers, Readers and Com-

munion Assistants.  We will need help 

with our Sunday Adult Choir and our 

Saturday Worship Band. As we continue 

to move forward, the need for help and 

the ways to get involved will hopefully 

continue to increase.   

In short, the people and ministries of 

this congregation need you. Resurrec-

tion needs your time, your gifts, and 

your commitment in the exciting days 

ahead.  I encourage you to consider step-

ping up.  

If and when you are able, whether it’s 

now or at any point in the coming 

months, let us know. Contact the church 

or talk to anyone on the ministry staff 

the next time you’re on campus. Let’s 

look forward, encourage one another, 

and step forward, knowing that God 

continues to be with us in anything and 

everything.          

2  

Brynn (19) attends Norwich University 

in VT on a ROTC scholarship, studying 

Sociology, International Business, and 

Criminal Justice. Brynn will become a 

commissioned officer post-graduation.  

Bishop Derek grew 

up in West Albany, 

NY. He was first 

introduced to the 

Lutheran Church 

when he was five 

years old when a 

local pastor visited 

his family at their 

home. “He invited 

my family to 

church to share 

Jesus’ love. That’s 

where my fascina-

tion with the 

church started.”  

It was in college that he decided to be-

come at pastor. “I was the DCE at Son-

Rise, working with kids of all ages with 

the church. I enjoyed working with peo-

ple and their discovery of God. Someone 

asked me if I ever considered a career in 

ministry. My initial reaction was no, I 

didn’t think I was worthy enough. Amy 

and I were driving to NYC the next day, 

and we spoke about it the whole drive 

there. She encouraged me to become a 

pastor. I knew there was a 20 percent 

vacancy rate and churches needed pas-

tors, and that encouraged me too. I 

wanted to share that 

free gift of love, God’s 

love because we’re all 

worthy of it.”  

Our Bishop adds, “As 

baptized believers in 

Jesus Christ, we are 

given a gift that we 

can share with the 

world. We are blessed 

to have a presence all 

across this nation 

and missionaries in 

many places. This 

Hope comes from 

Christ through His 

Word and the Sacra-

ments. It is this Hope that sends us out 

to share the message of Jesus Christ. 

This is a message for all people, every-

where.”   

A Message  
from the President 
JOHN KINGSTON 

I recently saw a social media post from a pundit 

who wondered whether there wasn't a role to 

develop what he referred to as a "secular 

church." And by church he didn’t mean a broad 

organization; he was talking about an individual 

building and membership.  

I have encountered this thought previously. It is 

the idea that a nonbeliever sees the social 

bonds of a church and realizes that such ties 

are desirable. They would like to get in on it. In 

many ways, such a view is admirable, because it 

shows an ability of a nonchurchgoer to look at a 

faith community and not be reflexively dis-

missive.   

Only one problem: they don't like the faith part. 

And whenever I see these, I have a good laugh. I 

have written here before, and talked at our 

Men's Ministry group, about the strength of the 

social ties in a church and how important they 

are. I've also noted with sadness that a decline 

in churchgoing frays those ties and puts them 

out of reach for those who move away from their 

place of worship. 

But if anybody thinks they can recreate them in 

a completely secular setting, they are going to 

be sorely disappointed.  

We are here because of the Good News. We are 

here because of the Word of God. We are here 

because of the message of the cross and the 

empty tomb. 

What would a secular church replace that with? 

Presumably, its backers imagine it would be the 

strength of fellowship that others would bring to 

the organization. But could that work? 

A bridge club has the foundation of the game. A 

Rotary or Kiwanis has the desire to serve the 

community. A secular church…nothing, except a 

desire to be around other people.  

And while I admire social organizations like 

those I just mentioned, none will have the 

strength to bring people together like the Gos-

pel. 

 

John Mitchell 

Is a senior paralegal at a NYC law firm 

and enjoys writing in his spare time. 

We Need Your Help 
 Continued from page 1 

Getting to Know…Bishop Derek G. Lecakes 
 Continued from page 1 

The Lecakes family celebrate daughter 

Kyra’s wedding; (l-r) Bishop Derek, Payge, 

Kyra, Brynn, and Derek’s wife, Amy.  



3  

 

 

“Therefore encourage one another and 

build one another up, just as you are 

doing.” 1 Thessalonians 5:11 

 

D 
ue to Covid, we have at times 

needed to use technology to con-

tinue our connections to the 

church. Using our computers and smart 

phones, we have tuned in to worship ser-

vices, Bible studies and meetings. What a 

blessing this has been!  

Computers and smart phones are not 

available to or used by some of the home-

bound of our congregation. We have been 

using other means to reach them. 

For many years, the Care Ministry at Res-

urrection has used forms of technology to 

reach out to those worshiping from home. 

A number of years ago, audio cassette 

tapes were mailed to those people, along 

with a service bulletin. This allowed them 

to hear the service and the sermon and to 

follow along.  

We are still providing this form of outreach 

each week. A CD (compact disc) of the au-

dio service and a bulletin are sent to them. 

As we were grateful to have the opportuni-

ty to worship at home, they feel the same.  

My father, who has now passed on, was 

one of the beneficiaries of this ministry. He 

would listen to the service each week and 

enjoy it. He would also witness to his care-

takers, some of whom were not Christians, 

who sat there in the room with him as he 

worshipped.  

It is important for us to reach out in what-

ever ways we can to help our homebound 

and institutionalized members connect 

with their church. We also use snail mail to 

reach them. They receive this monthly 

newsletter, The Lamplighter. Copies of 

Portals of Prayer are sent to them periodi-

cally. During Advent and Lent they are 

sent the devotionals offered to us at 

church. This enables them to experience 

the seasons of the church year personally. 

Some of our homebound members do not 

have a CD player available to them. If you 

have one that you are no longer using and 

would like to donate it to our ministry, 

please let me know. You could be blessing 

someone in a very special way! 

Likewise, if you know of anyone who could 

benefit from this ministry, please provide 

me with their contact information, Lin-

da@resgc.org. 

God bless all of you in sharing the Gospel. 

Linda Wardley 

is Resurrection’s Parish Nurse  

and Director of Christian Care.  

Encanto 
Walt Disney Animated Studios, 2021 

Encanto is a story about the weight of a mira-

cle. La familia Madrigal is protected by a mira-

cle candle, which bestows gifts and creates an 

encanto, “a place of wonder.” During a door 

opening ceremony, a gift is bestowed, but 

when Mirabel turned her doorknob, she re-

ceived nothing. Abuela feared for her encanto. 

It was literally cracking under the weight of her 

hope in a miracle.  

What encanto has been threatened in your 

life? Praying for a miracle is endurable when 

the weight of the miracle, our hope, is placed 

in the miracle—that is, of God becoming flesh, 

dying, and rising for you. Miracles are slippery 

things and never a means unto themselves. In 

Scripture, they always corroborate the Word.  

So, when you turn the doorknob in your earthly 

encanto and cracks begin to appear, Jesus 

said, “In my Father’s house are many rooms” 

and He will personally escort you through His 

casa de encanto which will never fade, crack, 

wither, diminish or die. Remember: the weight 

of your miracle is His to bear.  

Review by Vicar Joshua Kintz 

View the trailer: https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=CaimKeDcudo 

CD Ministry Helps the Homebound  

T 
hroughout the pandemic, lockdown 

and beyond, Resurrection’s Prayer 

Whisperers have been a constant 

beacon of hope and promise, sharing pray-

ers for church leaders, congregation mem-

bers, parishioners, each other’s families 

and the world around them. A small, but 

mighty group, whose members have grown 

and changed since the group started over 

15 years ago, they’re always happy to wel-

come new prayer whisperers. Longtime 

member Elizabeth Bezrutczyk has been 

with the group since Pastor Harmon en-

couraged her to get involved and says in 

the past, her husband Paul has been a 

member, as have past vicars. “To be in the 

presence of God together in the fellowship 

of my Christian sisters is always a blessing, 

and a source of strength,” says Elizabeth. 

“Even though we meet once a month, we 

are always there for each other.” 

While the group was remote during Covid 

restrictions, they’ve since returned to meet-

ing in person, safely distanced. “When we 

Revisiting Our Prayer Whisperers  

Please turn to  page 4 

JENNIFER SMITH 

mailto:Linda@resgc.org
mailto:Linda@resgc.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CaimKeDcudo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CaimKeDcudo
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Jennifer Smith  

is a wife, mom, and an author. She 

writes teen novels under her maiden 

name, Jen Calonita 

did resume in-person prayer, it made us 

more connected to each other,” explains 

Deb Wolk. “The saying ‘the power of 

prayer’ was truly felt among us.” 

Member Ellen Farber agrees. “The Prayer 

Whisperers is a ‘centering’ and intentional 

time to talk to God about others and put 

their needs and concerns ahead of my 

own. It also makes me so grateful for what 

I do have and for those who are in my 

life.” 

“I once saw a bumper sticker that read, 

‘It's not a religion, It's a relationship,’” 

recalls Sharon Meyer. “I know this to be 

true for me in my life's spiritual path. 

Prayer is a foundational and fortifying 

action in living our faith. I personally grow 

from listening to my prayer sisters in their 

conversations with God as I hear them 

open their hearts in different ways; ways 

that open my eyes to new ways of being in 

relationship with God and each other.” 

So, if you’re looking for a new group to be 

part of at Resurrection, the door to the 

Prayer Whisperers is always open. There 

are always more prayers waiting in the 

wings to be shared. “The prayer list seems 

to be growing,” admitted new member 

Marianne Wat, “but we pray that the need 

will be met. One or two weeks after our 

last meeting, Pastor had a sermon and 

said, ‘We pray and take all our cares to 

God, big or small.’ There was so much 

truth in that sermon. God does hear and 

answer.” 

February Fun 
 SUSAN BAUER, Yellow Group Three’s   

Teacher 

 

As February approaches, we all look for-

ward to that tradition of the groundhog 

seeing his shadow for a glimpse of spring 

around the corner. The Preschoolers enjoy 

taking a vote as to whether or not 

Punxsutawney Phil will see his shadow. As 

we await the outcome, the children enjoy 

making shadows on the wall with their 

hands. We use this time to talk about hiber-

nation and the animals awakening in the 

spring.  

Not only are we looking forward to spring 

but also to the season of Lent and Jesus’ 

resurrection, and what that means for us. 

With the coming of Valentine’s Day and 

making cards for our friends, we talk about 

keeping Jesus in our hearts. One of the 

books I enjoy reading at this time is If Jesus 

Lived Inside Our Heart,  by Jill Roman 

Lord. In this book, Jesus has His love shine 

through by giving us eyes to see the person 

sitting alone in the playground and extend-

ing a hand of friendship to them. 

Preschoolers love a parade. Who doesn’t? 

As we celebrate President’s Day, we learn 

about some of the special things President 

Washington and President Lincoln did for 

our country. The fun part is of course mak-

ing a special hat or flag for our classroom 

parade! 

Did you ever look up to the sky and see 

cloud formations that look like an animal? 

Sometimes the clouds are puffy like cotton 

candy, and sometimes they look dark and 

stormy. Shaving cream is a great sensory 

activity and a fun way to make clouds and a 

rain cloud in a jar. 

As February comes to a close, we look back 

on the fun we had, but we also try to keep 

Jesus in our heart and know that He always 

loves us!   

Diana Auer 
is Director of Youth & Family Ministry. 

She loves to sing, bake and spend 

time with her husband, Matt and their 

miniature schnauzer, Ollie.  

I 
t seems that we never quite have 

enough minutes in the day to accom-

plish everything that needs to be 

done. By the time we finish our 9-5 job, 

account for time to sleep and eat, we have 

about 6 or so hours to squeeze everything 

else in. When it feels like the hours are 

flying by us, it’s easy to get caught up in 

the busyness of our own lives  and forget 

about the struggles of others.  

We can’t be bothered to wait a minute 

when the cashier is taking longer than we 

want, as we stand by impatiently, blissfully 

unaware of the privilege sitting in front of 

us in the form of an overflowing cart of 

food. We can’t be bothered to take a mo-

ment and help someone who is experienc-

ing homelessness or a mental health crisis 

while we walk by, callously, in our design-

er shoes on our way to our fancy dinner 

reservation in SoHo. We are bothered by 

perceived shortcomings of others —we are 

bothered by so many things in this world. 

But we are bothered by the wrong things.  

We should be bothered by the dramatic 

inequality in access to food in our own 

backyards. We should be bothered by the 

amount of anger that we see each and eve-

ry day. We should be bothered by the fact 

that certain people are made to feel un-

worthy or undeserving of love. We should 

be bothered by the way the Word is dis-

torted, twisted and co-opted to use as a 

weapon of fear, hatred and subjugation. 

We should be bothered.  

As the late bishop and theologian Des-

mond Tutu once wrote, “If you are neutral 

in situations of injustice, you have chosen 

the side of the oppressor.” Similarly, as is 

written in Jeremiah 22:3, “This is what the 

Lord says: Do what is just and right. Res-

cue from the hand of the oppressor the 

one who has been robbed. Do no wrong or 

violence to the foreigner, the fatherless or 

the widow, and do not shed innocent 

blood in this place.” We are called to advo-

cate for all of those in need. Let us be in-

spired to make time to help those around 

us, and be motivated to be bothered, and 

get to work.   

Be Bothered 

Revisiting Our Prayer Whisperers  
 Continued from page 3 
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O 
ur congregation has a long-

standing tradition of involve-

ment in Missions, and The 

Malagasy Lutheran Church has been a 

beneficiary for the past four years. 

Our educational and evangelical pro-

jects include supporting children in 

Madagascar, specifically in the School 

of Blind in Antsirabe, as well as those 

in the School of Deaf and Mute in An-

tananarivo.  

We thank God for our friends who 

contributed financially to our 2021 

Madagascar Trip fundraising. Alt-

hough we canceled the trip due to the 

Covid-19 pandemic, we used the mon-

ey to purchase three brand new com-

puters for the School of Blind admin-

istration, and a two-units solar panel 

for the School of Deaf and Mute. Our 

Church received a thankful letter of 

appreciation from both School Direc-

tors.  If it is God’s will, we will resched-

ule this trip to meet these precious 

children soon. 

We thank Pastor Browning and our 

Church Council for their leadership in 

faithfully continuing their support for 

this worthwhile Mission. 

To God alone is the Glory!       

  
  GEORGES RAMALANJAONA, MD 

Rooftop photos above show the new two

-unit solar panels installed at the School 

of Deaf and Mute in Antananarivo, Mad-

agascar, funded through Resurrection 

missions funds. 

Students of the School of Deaf and Mute in Antananariavo, Madagascar, enjoy their 

residential quarter with enhanced celing lighting provided by the new solar panels..  
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I 
nspired by the popular Christmas 

song, “O Holy Night,” with “the thrill 

of hope, the weary world rejoices,” 

the people of Resurrection certainly re-

joiced throughout the Christmas season. 

Despite setbacks and challenges, Resur-

rection’s youth and family ministry joy-

ously celebrated the Advent season with a 

number of exciting and meaningful 

events. 

This year, Resurrection partnered with 

Lutheran Social Services in Uniondale to 

provide Christmas gifts to children and 

adults with special needs. Through the 

commitment and generosity of our con-

gregation, we were able to provide numer-

ous Christmas presents to 50 individuals! 

After our collection was complete, a group 

of volunteers from Resurrection packed 

up their cars and drove the gifts over to 

Lutheran Social Services, to ensure that 

all of our “adopted” families would have 

their presents in time for Christmas. The 

love and support from our congregation 

was, is, and continues to be incredibly 

inspiring.  

In addition, we had an exciting Advent-

themed Explorers meeting in December. 

We had 24 fabulous elementary school 

kids join us for our meeting, and we spent 

time getting to know our new friends, 

learning the meaning of the Christmas 

story, and putting together our special 

craft:  a Mason jar decorated with the na-

tivity scene. I think it’s safe to say that fun 

was had by all! 

On December 16, our middle school and 

high school youth groups got together to 

engage in an annual tradition, the white 

elephant gift exchange. There was a lot of 

friendly, albeit competitive, strategy going 

on to get “the best” gift! After many 

exchanges and “steals,” everyone 

ended up with really great, fun gifts. 

We give thanks for our youth group 

members, for their commitment 

and for their enthusiasm.  

Finally, on December 19, we donned 

our Santa hats and jingle bells and 

ventured out in the chilly 

weather to go spread 

some Christmas cheer 

through Christmas car-

ols! Our group of won-

derful singers went to 

several Resurrection 

members’ homes and 

joyfully shared the 

Christmas spirit through 

song. Whether it was 

“Joy to The World” or “O 

Little Town of Bethle-

hem,” everyone seemed 

to be filled with happi-

ness and the love of Christmas. It is such a 

great Resurrection tradition, and one that 

so many people look forward to each year.  

We give thanks for each and every oppor-

tunity that we have to gather together. It 

is so encouraging to see that, no matter 

what obstacles might appear before us, we 

always have each other to turn to for sup-

port, love, and encouragement.  

 

Christmas Joy Abounds at Resurrection 

High School and Middle School youth show off their treasures from the Christmas gift exchange. 

Volunteers help to deliver donations to 

Lutheran Social Services.  

Carolers help to spread Christmas joy. 

February 9 - Middle School Youth Group, 6pm 

February 14 - Explorers Youth Group,  4pm 

February 17 - High School Youth Group, 7pm 
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I 
 have a ritual for starting work: with a 

cup of tea in hand, I clear my desk 

and move clutter elsewhere (just out 

of view is acceptable), turn off notifica-

tions, and put on headphones. It’s not fool-

proof; but in preparing the space, there is 

less to distract me. It conditions my atten-

tion toward the task at hand. 

The places where we worship draw our 

focus in different ways. Where St. Peter’s 

Basilica delights the attention with biblical

-inspired art that awes, there are other 

cathedrals that make space for our atten-

tion–-building an airy, light, seemingly 

empty vault of atmosphere. The latter is 

what you see in Grundtvig’s church (a Lu-

theran cathedral!) in Copenhagen.  

The aesthetic of Grundtvig’s is minimalist, 

but it's the paradoxical fullness of its emp-

tiness that makes it remarka-

ble. The exterior is imposing, 

with bricks rippling vertically 

toward the sky like a pipe 

organ. While the outside is 

stone and earth, the inside is 

light and air. Indeed, all the 

light in Denmark seems 

brighter, and here it floods 

over honey-yellow bricks. 

You almost expect to see 

wispy clouds along the plain, 

distant ceilings. It’s a breath 

of fresh air and a canvas for 

the busy mind. 

The builders of many Protestant churches 

like Grundtvig’s were thinking about atten-

tion: consciously choosing simplicity over 

ornateness. Some Protestant churches put 

pulpits front and center, so the main focus 

would be on the sermon and the Word of 

God.  

The namesake of the cathedral, N. F. S. 

Grundtvig, a Danish Lutheran pastor of the 

19th century, was also a prolific hymn writ-

er. Since he wrote in “Built on the 

Rock,” (LSB 645), “Surely in temples made 

by man // God the most high is not dwell-

ing,” I wonder what he would think of the 

building that honors his legacy? Maybe he 

would be pleased by how the peaceful at-

mosphere directs the worshipper to reflect 

on their inner spiritual life. Like the clear-

ing of a workspace, its silence and blank-

ness prepares us for worship. 

I’m reminded that we tell kids to fold 

their hands and close their eyes when 

they pray. “Why?” I would ask my 

mom, and her response, “to focus.” 

Here’s the thing about church archi-

tecture: as soon as you close your eyes, 

it disappears. You could be standing 

anywhere—a grand hall, a storefront, a 

living room, a basilica. But in remov-

ing one of our senses, in having less, 

we too are making space, inviting His 

presence, quieting ourselves, and most 

of all, listening.  

 
 

Abby Bezrutczyk 
is a science communicator and 

former editor-in-chief of Claritas, 

Cornell's journal of Christian thought. 

More with Less: Grundtvig’s Cathedral 

Exterior of Grundtvig’s Kirke, Copenhagen, Den-

mark. (Photo credit: Paul Bezrutczyk) 

Interior of Grundtvig’s Kirke, Copenhagen, Denmark. (Photo 

credit: Paul Bezrutczyk) 
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Watch for the next edition of the Lamplighter  in early March, 

brimming with news of Resurrection’s ministries, opportunities  

to enhance your Lenten journey, special events, mission out-

reach opportunities, and much more.   

Sundays, Traditional Worship 

In-Person — 8:30, 9:45 & 11am 

Online — 9:45am 

 

Saturdays, Contemporary Service  

In-Person — 5:30pm 

 

    

 
 

Throughout my career, I’ve always 

sought that elusive win/win outcome 

when negotiating; an opportunity for 

a “two-fer” if you will, that is satisfac-

tory to all parties, leveraging and so 

maximizing effectiveness of the out-

come. 

 In Roman’s 14, the Apostle Paul, 

speaking to and about the nascent 

church in Rome, seemingly highlights 

the inherent tension between the ulti-

mate freedoms we Christians are giv-

en through our faith in Jesus Christ 

while simultaneously pointing out the 

dichotomy between what is acceptable 

to God versus what is acceptable to 

man in our broken world.    

Martin Luther wrote of this, musing, 

“A Christian man is a most free lord 

of all, subject to none; the Christian 

man is a most dutiful servant of all, 

subject to all.” 

 As I read these verses, I’m especially 

struck by how very apt they are to our 

current plight as a divided nation and 

to each of us as Christians and as 

citizens. Just after the Last Supper, 

Jesus gave us a new commandment, 

“To love one another,” not just those 

who look like us, think, speak, act or 

even vote like us! He said, love one 

another—period!      

I’m moved by the win/win we are 

seemingly called upon to seek within 

the passage; the ultimate two-fer 

we can strive toward in serving 

Him, and with His help perhaps 

attain. In so doing, we make a real 

difference, as Paul writes in verse 

19.     

Wouldn’t that be a pleasant change; 

to be a catalyst toward some much 

needed peace and mutual upbuild-

ing in the midst of such stressful 

and divided times within our fami-

lies, communities, the nation and 

throughout our fractious and bro-

ken world?!   

In His name, Amen. 

DEACON HARRY OELLRICH 

The one who thus serves Christ is acceptable to God 

and has human approval. Let us then pursue what 

makes for peace and for mutual upbuilding.  

Romans 14:18-19 


