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This Issue 

Remember the words of our 

Lord Jesus, how he himself 

said, “It is more blessed to  

give than receive.”  Acts 20:35  

 

D 
ecember is always so meaningful, 

on so many levels. The experienc-

es of these final weeks of the year 

often help us to recognize the many bless-

ings of this life. We thank God for all that 

He has given us and all that He continues 

to give us. Most of all, especially in these 

days of Advent and Christmas, we give 

thanks that God Himself was born into this 

world to save all of us from sin and death 

forever. In response to what God has done 

and still does for us, we seek to share Him 

and His love. We give to others, as He has 

given to us.   

For so many of us, those words Jesus 

spoke, as recorded in Acts 20:35, are par-

ticularly resonant at this time of year.  

Stirred by God’s love revealed to us in the 

Christ child, we are looking for opportuni-

ties to share and to give. If you are looking 

to give in meaningful ways, beyond your 

Stewardship commitment to the church, 

here are some possibilities to consider: 

Target Cards 
As we have done the past few years now, we 

are collecting $25 Target gift cards for the 

The Giving Season 
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O Sing Unto the Lord 
 MICKI DOLAN 

W 
hat better way to celebrate the 

birth of Our Lord than with a 

joyful song? And what a bless-

ing it is to share that joy with others! 

On Dec. 22 at 5 p.m., all who are so in-

clined are invited to join the Resurrection 

carolers, led by Director of Youth and 

Family Ministry, Diana Auer. All are wel-

come and encouraged to participate—

children, teens and adults.  

If you are interested in participating, just 

come to the Parish Hall—no need to sign 

up. You will receive the itinerary for the 

evening and join the group as they begin 

the evening in prayer. The group will then 

proceed to visit some of the homebound 
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O come, let us sing unto the 

LORD: let us make a joyful 

noise to the rock of our   

salvation. Psalm 95.1 



Pastor Jeff Browning 

Pastor Browning is Pastor at 

Resurrection.   
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Rooted Friendship Feast...…......….Sun, Dec 1, 5pm 

Info: eden@resgc.org 

 

First Place 4Health...................Mon, Dec 2, 7:30pm 

Bible study entitled “A Joy-Full Season”, a wellness 

study on the holidays. All are welcome. Info: Parish 

Nurse Linda Wardley at Linda@resgc.org (Also 

12/9, 12/16) 

  

Advent Prayer Services……..........Wed, Dec 4, 10am 

Prepare for the coming of God’s greatest gift. (Also, 

12/11, 12/18) 

 

Women’s Ministry First Friday........Fri, Dec 6, 7pm   

Movie on Jesus’ birth; $10 gift exchange; prep for 

Night in Bethlehem; cider and cookies. Info or to 

RSVP: Ellen Farber, Ellen@resgc.org or Karen 

Schoenfeld, Karen@resgc.org (Also 1/3/20) 

  

Men’s Ministry Breakfast..........Sat, Dec 7, 8:30am 

Breakfast at church and help set up for Night in 

Bethlehem. Info, contact John Kingston, thru the 

church office. 

  

A Night in Bethlehem………….................………………… 

………………...........…...Fri & Sat, Dec 13 & 14, 7-9pm 

A hands-on Holy Land experience; walk through a 

recreated Bethlehem and hear the shepherds an-

nounce the Good News: “A Savior, for all people, 

has been born tonight!” (See article on p. 5) 

 

SAIL Luncheon…………........….Fri, Dec 20, 12:30pm 

A Christmas ham dinner with cookies and Christ-

mas carols. Info: Ruth Chisholm, thru the church 

office 

 

Loss of a Loved One, Shared.......Sat, Dec 21, 1pm 

Support group to help those hurt by the death of a 

loved one; Session includes a video and discus-

sion; lunch is served. Info: Ellen Farber, Ellen 

@resgc.org, or Linda Wardley, Linda@resgc.org 

(Also 1/18/20) 

  

Christmas Eve Worship Services………………............. 

.........................................Tues, Dec 24, 3, 7, 5, 9pm 

Services of Holy Communion to celebrate the birth 

of Jesus Christ. 

 

Christmas Day Worship ............Wed, Dec 25, 10am 

Holy Communion to mark the nativity of Jesus 

 

Women’s Ministry First Friday……...Fri, Jan 3, 7pm   

Theme is “Hope.” Soup, hot cocoa and making 

Hope bracelets. Information or to RSVP: Ellen Far-

ber, Ellen@resgc.org or Karen Schoenfeld, Ka-

ren@resgc.org (Also 1/3/20) 

  

First Place 4Health.................Mon, Jan 13, 7:30pm 

New program begins. Info: Parish Nurse Linda 

Wardley, Linda@resgc.org (Also 1/20, 1/27) 

remainder of the year. The next time 

you’re at church, bring a $25 Target 

Card and put it in the offering plate. 

These cards are used throughout the 

year, distributed to individuals who 

need assistance with basic living needs. 

We have been able to help so many peo-

ple these past few years because of your 

generosity.  Thanks be to God!   

Food Collection 
So many people need help, and God has 

put us in a position to help in so many 

ways. The need for food is ongoing for 

so many people in this part of the 

world. Working with our friends at the 

New Life Center in Uniondale, we col-

lect food to try and meet some of that 

great need. You can help by bringing 

nonperishable food items this month or 

at any time throughout the year.   

Meal Packing 
On Giving Tuesday, I made a special 

appeal for our Second Annual Meal 

Packing Event. The event is scheduled 

for Saturday, April 25, 2020. Last year 

we packed 25,000 meals which were 

then distributed to malnourished peo-

ple in Haiti. Our goal is to pack twice as 

many meals as last year. We are asking 

for donations to help offset the costs of 

the food, supplies, and delivery. Any 

amount goes a long way.  A donation of 

$10 will cover the cost of 30 meals. Be 

sure to also mark your calendar and 

join us on April 25, 2020, for a great 

day of service.       

Serve 
Give your time in service to God, His 

church, and your fellow human beings. 

Sign up to be an usher, a worship assis-

tant, a greeter, join a choir, or fill any of 

the number of roles available for you 

here at the church. This month, consid-

er helping us with Night in Bethlehem, 

or join our Christmas caroling group.  

Always be on the lookout to give your 

time and your talents, whether here at 

the church, or in the day-to-day mo-

ments of life.   

Give your time in service   

to God, His church,         

and your fellow                 

human beings.  

The Giving Season 
Continued from page 1 
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Micki Dolan 

Is a retired teacher, still actively tutor-

ing, and a freelance writer. She and 

husband Jim are the parents of two 

children and three grandchildren.  

members of our Resurrection family and 

spread some Christmas cheer by singing 

Christmas carols.  Transportation will be 

needed, but not every participant needs a 

form of transportation. The group will be 

carpooling to the different locations (all 

within the Garden City 

area). The carolers will 

try to reach out to people 

whose homes have been 

visited in the past. If 

there are any other indi-

viduals or families who 

would like a visit, they 

may contact the church 

office. 

After the visits, the carol-

ers will meet back in the 

fellowship hall for a small 

reception. Consider this 

great opportunity to en-

joy the spirit of Christ-

mas and share it with our 

homebound members. 
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The Star of Bethlehem  
DVD, 2007 

From Producer Stephen McEveety (The Pas-

sion of the Christ) comes an amazing docu-

mentary on the Star of Bethlehem. This 

presentation, has rapidly grown in popularity 

around the world by thousands who have 

seen this dramatic revelation as it explores 

the exciting truth of Scripture and reveals the 

evidence for God's existence as seen in the 

stars above.  

Presenter Rick Larson walks you through Bibli-

cal and historical clues revealing the incredi-

ble significance of this celestial event as well 

as the vastness of God's creativity. Dramatic 

presentation on the significance of Bethle-

hem's Star and connection to the life of Christ.   

The Heart of Christmas  
DVD, 2011 

An entire community rallies to give a dying 

child the Christmas of a lifetime in this touch-

ing drama based on a true story. Upon learn-

ing their young son Dax is suffering from ter-

minal cancer and won't live to see Christmas, 

grief-stricken parents Austin and Julie Locke 

decide to move their Yuletide celebrations to 

October so they can all enjoy one last holiday 

together.  

As the Christmas decorations go up and word 

of Dax's condition spreads throughout the 

community, the Locke's friends and neighbors 

give the family a gift they will never forget.  

Carolers bring Christmas cheer to Nora Telfeyan (front row, sec-

ond from left, December 2018). 

Family Christmas Movies 

Come and prepare your hearts in anticipation of God's   

greatest gift, Jesus our Savior. We gather for a special      

Midweek Advent Prayer Service at 10 a.m., Wednesdays,    

December 4, 11, and 18 in the Church Sanctuary.  

O Sing Unto the Lord 
 Continued from page 1 

MIDWEEK PRAYER SERVICES 
Wednesdays at 10am 

December 4, 11, and 18 

ADVENT 
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Holiday Traditions 
MELISSA BRAND 

’Tis the season of lists, shopping and rushing, 

but the holidays are more than that. It’s the sea-

son of traditions, memories and faith. It’s a won-

derful time to create family traditions such as 

baking cookies together, looking at Christmas 

lights in the neighborhood, decorating the 

Christmas tree and celebrating at Christmas 

worship.  

In the pre-

school class-

rooms, it is a 

magical time. 

You can feel the 

excitement of 

Christmas 

throughout the 

building. Chil-

dren’s artwork 

lines the hall-

ways, Christ-

mas music and 

singing can be 

heard in class-

rooms, and 

children are learning the true meaning of Christ-

mas, Jesus’ birthday!   

We are excited for Christmas traditions at Pre-

school to begin. One precious tradition is our 

Preschool Christmas Show. On 12/17, the 3’s 

classes will entertain their families by singing 

Christmas songs and the 4’s and Transition clas-

ses will perform the story of the night Jesus was 

born. These shows will be the highlight of the 

season!   

Another amazing event is A Night in Bethlehem 

which will be held on 12/13 & 12/14. The gym is 

transformed into Bethlehem and a live nativity 

takes place outside.  

We wish you a joyous holiday season filled with 

old and new traditions! 

 

Preschool prepares for Christmas 

Show. 

A 
s New Yorkers, we are always 

waiting. Waiting impatiently 

for traffic to ease. Toe-tapping 

as we wait for our table to be ready at a 

restaurant. However, waiting, or more 

aptly, anticipation, can also be fun, like 

waiting for a movie to come out, or 

waiting for a loved one to visit. Yet, 

albeit, sometimes waiting is stressful, 

especially if we don’t have any guaran-

tee that what we’re waiting for will ever 

happen. Will we get the job we applied 

for? Will all our hard work pay off?    

As we enter the season of Advent, we 

encounter more waiting. Advent, by 

definition, is about anticipation. It is 

the time before Christmas when we are 

waiting for the birth of our Savior. We 

have different rituals which accentuate 

the season of waiting. We open one 

door of our Advent calendar each day 

throughout December. We light a can-

dle each week to symbolize being one 

week closer to Christmas. We create 

ways to show that we are passing the 

time with intentional anticipation.  

 But this “waiting game” isn’t anything 

new to us. As the family of God, we 

have been waiting for thousands of 

years. We are waiting for Jesus to re-

turn.   

Romans 8:24-25 speaks to this idea: 

“[f]or in this hope we were saved. But 

hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who 

hopes for what they already have? But 

if we hope for what we do not yet have, 

we wait for it patiently.” Waiting is 

never easy. However, let our hearts be 

filled with excited anticipation, for we 

are in the fortunate position of know-

ing that the person we are waiting for is 

certainly going to arrive, with perfect 

timing.  

Let us be guided by the words on our 

Advent candles. Let us wait in hope. 

Let us wait in love, joy and peace 

knowing that what we are waiting for is 

promised to us, and that when He ar-

rives, it will certainly  have been worth 

the wait.  

Diana Auer 
is Director of Youth & Family Ministry. 

She loves to sing, bake and spend 

time with her husband, Matt and their 

miniature schnauzer, Ollie.  

Worth the Wait 



 5    

Karen Schoenfeld 

is Lead Teacher for the Time for Two's 

program. She also enjoys participating  

in the worship band, bell choir  

and Sunday School choir.   

M 
y family and I have been 

working in the town of 

Bethlehem every year since 

it began at Resurrection. We have 

“worked” in practically every shop that 

has been opened. Why do we keep 

coming back? Although it is a busy 

weekend, it is also a very magical ex-

perience.  

I love to see the people who walk 

through the town. Whether it is a per-

son who comes every year or a first-

time visitor, the excitement is the 

same. The energy and bustle in the 

“town” are a huge part of the fun.  

No matter what shop we are in, we 

have never been disappointed. One 

year we were census takers. We were 

the greeters welcoming the visitors 

who were entering our town. Each 

family who comes to Bethlehem is 

given a passport to help them tour the 

village.  

Another year I worked in the bakery 

and got to knead dough and hand out 

delicious bread, yum! I have also been 

a wreath maker, soap shop worker, 

music shopkeeper and often a carpen-

ter.  

My husband, Dave, and I mostly work 

in the same shop, but sometimes he 

has needed to care for the sheep or 

help the townspeople find the stable. 

Our children grew from being shop 

helpers to shepherds out in the 

“fields.”  

Bethlehem has just always been a part 

of our Advent season. 

No matter how busy the evening gets, 

it is always important to sneak away 

from the shop to go and see what the 

magic is all about:  the birth of the 

Babe, who was sent to earth to save us 

all. When you enter the area with the 

manger, all of your senses are height-

ened. First you smell the animals, then 

you see the Baby in Mary’s arms, and 

finally you hear the Word.  

It just doesn’t get better than that. 

This is the true meaning of Christmas! 

O Little Town  
of Bethlehem 

As Bethlehem’s Tax Collector, Dave Schoenfeld 

prepares for his role.   

Karen Schoenfeld (left) and Gina Langdon make wooden nativities in the Carpen-

ter’s Shop. 
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by DIANA AUER 

 Blessings Abound in Youth and Family Ministry  

Dec. 7 — Youth Bake Sale, 5:30-7pm 

Dec. 8 — Youth Bake Sale, 9:30am-12pm 

Dec. 8 — Building Bethlehem (volunteer       

    opportunity) 

Dec. 13 & 14 — Night in Bethlehem, 7-9pm 

Dec. 22 — Christmas Caroling, 5pm 

C 
hrist’s love is present and 

abundant here at Resurrec-

tion! Our youth had another 

wonderful month working alongside 

one another in fellowship and spend-

ing some quality time together.   

On Nov. 2, our youth took over the 

Resurrection kitchen to cook and pro-

vide food for attendees of our Christ-

mas Fair. We had a great time serving 

our volunteers and patrons and 

made over $700 for our youth minis-

try! We thank God for all our volun-

teers for helping to make the event 

such a success!   

We had another great opportunity to 

meet in prayer and fellowship bright 

and early on Nov. 6, as our high 

school students gathered for prayer 

breakfast. It is such an enriching way 

to start the day, and it is such a bless-

ing to see the dedication and steward-

ship of our high school students 

choosing to spend their morning in 

thankful appreciation to God. We give 

thanks for these wonderful young peo-

ple and their continued growth in 

faith.   

On Nov. 15, we gathered 

together with some of 

our middle schoolers 

for our Middle School 

Youth Night. We spent 

time fostering our rela-

tionships with one an-

other, playing some 

games and enjoying 

tasty snacks. We look 

forward to continued 

expansion of our Mid-

dle School program and 

more exciting opportu-

nities in the future!   

As we approached Thanksgiving, our 

high school students gathered for a 

Resurrection “Friendsgiving”! There 

was fun, laughter, prayer, and of 

course, delicious food! It was a great 

opportunity to give thanks together 

for a blessed yearand to look ahead to 

all the wonderful things to come in 

2020.   

As December draws near, we look for-

ward to a wonderful Resurrection tra-

dition: Christmas caroling! On Dec. 

22, we will be visiting some of our 

homebound members to sing Christmas 

carols and spread the holiday cheer! It is 

such a great opportunity to bring the excite-

ment of Christmas into the homes of our 

fellow members and remind them that they 

are loved by their Resurrection family! We 

will be meeting in the Parish Hall at 5 p.m. 

to gather briefly and go over our itinerary 

for the evening. All are welcome to attend, 

and children are definitely encouraged to 

join us. Holiday cheer is mandatory; Santa 

hats and jingle bells are optional! (see arti-

cle on page 1)  

We look forward to all the amazing things 

that 2020 has in store for Resurrection and 

our youth ministry!  

Many of our youth volunteered to help at the Christmas Fair Café. Among one of the 

first crews: (l-r) Rico Lofton, Sienna Lofton, Diana Auer, and  Gretchen Murphy. 

Our high school youth group celebrates 

“Friendsgiving” together. 
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Ken Meyn  

 Handbell Choir Director and occasional 

organist. He retired after 38 years at       

The New York Times.  

Getting to Know … Susan Bauer 

S 
usan Bauer has come home to Res-

urrection. 

She is a Sunday School teacher, a 

teacher in the Preschool and a participant 

in Women’s Ministry. Again. 

Susan was born and grew up in Middle 

Village, Queens, where she lived with her 

parents, grandparents and a sister. Her 

parents were born in Germany and “my 

grandparents spoke mostly German at 

home.” From them she “learned many 

wonderful recipes and traditions that I 

still try to use today.” 

After getting her bachelor’s degree in Ele-

mentary Education and a master’s degree 

in Early Childhood Education from St. 

John’s University, she “began my teaching 

career in a Lutheran School.” She was also 

a teacher in Queens public schools. 

“I have taught different grade levels over 

the years, but I really enjoy teaching 

young children,” says Susan. 

While in college, “I met my husband Bru-

no in Gottscheer Hall, a German dance 

hall in Ridgewood.” They married three 

years later. Eventually there were three 

children, all of whom graduated from 

Marist College in Poughkeepsie.  Christian 

has a degree in psychology and lives in 

Massachusetts. Alissa works for a finan-

cial firm and lives in Greenpoint, Brook-

lyn. Andrea has a Master’s Degree in So-

cial Work and is studying for her licensing 

exam. She lives in Westchester.  

For a short while, the couple continued to 

live in Middle Village, but “when our son 

Christian and daughter Alissa reached 

school age, we moved to Garden City.” 

Susan was raised Lutheran and “I was 

always very active in my church. As a child 

I was in the junior choir and youth group. 

“As soon as I was confirmed I started 

teaching Sunday School. I helped with 

VBS, youth groups, baked bread with the 

confirmation class and served on Church 

Council.” 

Once in their new Garden City home, the 

family found its way to Resurrection. Su-

san became a Sunday School teacher and 

“taught in the Preschool where my daugh-

ter Alissa and later our daughter Andrea 

attended.” 

“We were so happy to find a church with 

such a loving congregation, and it was 

very hard for me to leave” when Bruno’s 

work necessitated relocating the family to 

Connecticut. 

 But, three years ago says Susan, “we de-

cided to move back (to Garden City) so 

that I could be closer to my mother who 

needed help. I was so happy to come back 

to Resurrection and to Garden City. I’m 

back teaching Sunday School and involved 

in the Women’s Ministry and back teach-

ing Preschool with some amazing people.” 

Hobbies include reading, cooking and 

hiking. 

“I feel very blessed to be back at Resurrec-

tion with such caring and wonderful peo-

ple.” 

Susan Bauer — home again. 
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God's time is not our time. We are prom-

ised only today. In Proverbs 3 it states 

that because we have been baptized, we 

are promised that we shall be saved and 

have eternal life. In Romans we are also 

reminded that God is our authority, our 

leader, our role model for how we should 

live our lives. It states that we should 

love one another, be kind, and follow the 

Ten Commandments as best as possible. 

In baptism we also made a commit-

ment to follow God's messages through 

studying the Bible. These words are real-

ly the very breath of God spoken through 

others. We promised to live our lives the 

way God would want us to. This means 

reflecting daily to see if we really have 

lived up to God's expectations. Through 

baptism God will forgive, and we will be 

with Him forever. How amazing is this? 

Heaven is a beautiful place where there 

are no tears, no crying no sickness--

something so wonderful that it is hard to 

imagine. We must be joyfully waiting for 

that moment when we see God's face for 

the first time. Perhaps He will hold out 

His hand to welcome us into Heaven. He 

may even say, "Come with me my good 

and faithful servant.” 

THINK 

In our world today we hear such anger 

and hate. We know people around us 

who display unchristian values in 

what they say and what they do. How can 

we help them? We must be the best ex-

amples of love, concern for others and 

kindness. Reach out to those in need 

and be an example of our Christian val-

ues. 

PRAY 

We must ask God for strength and di-

rection daily. Ask Him to be with us in 

every word we speak as we communi-

cate with others. Pray that our daily 

actions and interactions glorify God and 

be an example to all we meet. 

DO 

Let God's love shine through you every 

day. Radiate God's love in all that you 

do. Pray constantly and ask for His di-

rection and wisdom. 

 

Jeanie Dietterick 

Stay tuned for the next Lamplighter, which will be your February 2020 

issue, with more news and in-depth features on select ministries, plus a 

Getting to Know You interview, a timely message from our Pastor, Youth 

and Family Ministry page, a thoughtful Daily Bread devotional, and 

more.  

Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to 

wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we 

first believed.    Romans 13:11 

Saturday 
5:30pm 

• 

Sunday 
8:30am, 9:45am & 11am 

• 

Sunday School & Adult Classes 
9:45am 


