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This Issue 

N 
eedless to say, much has changed 

since the last edition of the Lamp-

lighter. I never would have thought 

that the word “virtual” would become so 

prevalent in my daily work and life conversa-

tions. My wife is leading virtual classes for 

her middle school, high school, and college 

students. My children have virtual school. 

Bedrooms and the dining room in our home 

now serve as classrooms for teaching and 

learning.  

In terms of church, we are holding virtual 

staff meetings. Middle School, High School, 

and College youth groups now have regular 

virtual gatherings. Our preschool teachers 

have begun providing virtual lessons and 

opportunities for their classes. And of 

course, we now have two virtual services 

every single week for the past several weeks 

now.  

I am thankful for technology, the capacity to 

provide these sorts of opportunities, and the 

people who have helped make these regular 

worship opportunities possible.  

I appreciate the kind, supportive feedback so 

many of you have provided. By all accounts, 

the virtual services are going well enough 

and helping fill what is a very big void during 

these surreal times. Of course, it’s not nearly 

When we all meet again ... 
PASTOR JEFF BROWNING  

Please turn to page 4 
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W 
e were running late. (What else 

was new?) Someone couldn’t 

find their socks. One of us had to 

use the bathroom. Another had to locate 

their phone. Finally, we were off to church—

right in our living room. 

Much has changed the last few weeks, but 

blessedly, church is not one of them.  

Pastor Browning was live streaming to our 

couch, and we’d never been happier to see 

him. When church moved to a digital format 

on Sunday, March 15, Resurrection was 

ready to help us prepare. Emails gave us di-

rect links to the church’s YouTube channel. 

Another link gave us a way to print out the 

bulletin and follow along. For those that 

couldn’t tune in live, we were assured the 

video would be posted on the website for us 

to watch at a later time (as I write this, the 

first service had 875 views alone!). During 

the Lenten season, we can even tune in twice 

Please turn to page 4 

Home Church 
 JENNIFER SMITH  

  

 Holy Week –Virtual Worship 
 Find live-streaming & video links  

at resgc.org 
 

April 9 - Holy Thursday, 3pm 

April 10 - Good Friday, 3pm 

April 12 - Easter Sunday, 10am 
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Micki Dolan 

Is a retired teacher, still actively tutoring, 

and a freelance writer. She and husband 

Jim are the parents of two children and 

three grandchildren.  

A Letter from the 
President 

To Our Resurrection Family,  

As we adapt to these unusual times, the 

Church Council and I want to thank 

you for the support and understanding 

you have demonstrated on a daily basis.  

We are especially grateful to Pastor 

Browning, Michelle Kollmeier, Diana 

Auer, Vicar Jacob Smith, Ed Dettling 

Linda Wardley, Ginny Raffa, and the 

entire church staff for their efforts in 

helping us remain engaged and con-

nected with one another, and for 

providing us with regular worship op-

portunities.  

Please keep Resurrection in your pray-

ers and continue to support one anoth-

er during these challenging times. Re-

member to check the church website, 

www.resgc.org, for updates and links to 

worship services.   

God Bless,  

Walt Woicyk 

Church Council, President  

 

Be strong and coura-

geous. Do not be afraid or 

terrified because of them, 

for the LORD your God 

goes with you; he will nev-

er leave you nor for-

sake you.”                          

~ Deuteronomy 31:6 

A Child of God 

A 
fter many 

years as Sun-

day School 

Director, Jeannie Die-

trich made the decision 

last fall to step down 

from her position. And 

so the search for a re-

placement was on. Ed-

ucation, experience, 

and the love of the 

Lord; so many boxes to 

tick off! And Armia 

Bajit filled them all.  

Armia shared how she 

was blessed to have attended Grace Lu-

theran Church’s parochial elementary 

school, in Queens Village. “Religion was 

taught and practiced there all the time. 

When I graduated and went to public 

high school, there was a giant difference 

in school experience,” she said. 

“Learning about God’s love became 

showing, telling, and sharing God’s love 

with people around me.”  

After high school, she attended and grad-

uated from Queens College. She earned a 

BA degree in Studio Arts, a MS in Educa-

tion and took advanced studies in tech-

nology.  

Armia’s teaching background is exten-

sive. For the past 20 years she has taught 

on many levels as a teacher at Public 

School 97Q, in Woodhaven, Queens. Cur-

rently, she is teaching remotely, as are 

many teachers during the threat of coro-

navirus.   

Her most exciting position is that of the 

new Director of Resurrection’s Sunday 

School. She explains, “When my mother 

and I joined Resurrection, besides being 

in the choir, I knew I wanted to be in-

volved in Sunday School.  Why not teach 

others about God’s love?”  

Were there any surprises for this veteran 

educator? Armia replies, “There are 

things that surprise me all the time. The 

little ones learn their songs so quickly 

and sing them with so much joy when we 

are practicing in the morning. I’m sur-

prised at how moving it is to hear the 

children share their faith in song. Our 

older students know the routine so well 

that they go right to the Bible and read 

passages.”    

She’s also impressed with the teachers 

who come to teach the children and learn 

along with the children. “It is great to 

witness week after week. Maybe instead 

of surprising me, it could be reminding 

me of what a blessing our Sunday School 

is. We teach our children that God loves 

us. They learn how loving and BIG our 

God is—that is something to be reminded 

of every day.”  

As Sunday School Director, Armia’s 

goal is “that our children know the love 

of God; that they are confident in know-

ing they can always talk to our Father 

and that we are saved because Jesus died 

for us.   

“I want the children to know that each of 

us is a child of God.” 

 

As Resurrection’s new Sunday School Director, Armia Bajit’s goal 

is that the children know the love of God.   

“I want the children to 

know that each of us is a 

child of God.” 

http://www.resgc.org
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A Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood 

Tristar Pictures; Sony Pictures 2019 

“Please, won’t you be my neighbor?” 

If you recall this opening to a certain children’s 

TV show, this movie will bring a new dimension 

to the guy who brought a beautiful day to your 

neighborhood.  

Usually this column includes an excerpt from 

popular media reviews. In this case, there are 

many quotable comments from major film re-

viewers about this movie, and one from Roger 

Ebert is a good representative:  

“Set up much like a Mr. Rogers episode—

complete with the show’s twinkling piano theme 

music, miniature sets and the star (played 

by Tom Hanks) arriving home, singing, changing 

his sweater and shoes—the movie instead fol-

lows Lloyd, a cynical journalist assigned to write 

an inoffensive puff piece on the popular kid’s TV 

show host for Esquire. … "A Beautiful Day in the 

Neighborhood" isn't so much a biopic as it is a 

way to look at the way Mr. Rogers affected gen-

erations of children, young and grown.”   

~ Rogerebert.com  

If you’re interested, we encourage you to see the 

movie and send your review for publication in a 

future issue of the Lamplighter.  

Trailer:  youtube.com, search beautiful day in 

the neighborhood trailer 

John Mitchell 

Is a senior paralegal at a NYC law firm 

and enjoys writing in his spare time. 

M 
ark and Kerrin Prewett of 

Garden City joined Resur-

rection in June 2019. They 

have two children, James, 7, and Emily, 

5. “Both of our kids went to Preschool 

at Resurrection,” said Kerrin. “We 

loved all the church events and felt very 

comfortable with the people in the 

church, so we 

joined.” 

Mark is the co-

founder and CEO of 

Virtual Facility, a 

building intelligence 

software solution to 

improve the operation of running large 

scale facilities. Additionally, Mark is a 

founding partner of Enica Engineering, 

a building automation engineering firm 

in New York City.  

Kerrin worked in the financial industry 

and is now a homemaker, raising the 

children.   

James is in first grade and Emily just 

started kindergarten. They attend 

school in Garden City.  Both children 

enjoy swimming and being outdoors.  

James and Emily were also two of the 

many children that attended Resurrec-

tion’s inaugural Explorers program in 

January. “They loved seeing friends and 

familiar faces from the Lutheran Pre-

school,” said Kerrin.   

As a family, the 

Prewetts like to do 

day trips together. 

“We enjoy adven-

tures like hiking, 

biking and walking 

in the woods,” said 

Kerrin. “We also like visiting museums, 

going to park playgrounds and explor-

ing new places together. We all love the 

beach, swimming and playing tennis. 

We are very happy being a part of the 

Resurrection community.” 

Getting to Know …  

the Prewett Family 

“We are very happy  

being a part of the  

Resurrection  

community.” 

The Prewetts pose for a family photo when they joined Resurrection, June 2019. Mark 

and Kerrin, with children, James and Emily. 

https://www.rogerebert.com/cast-and-crew/tom-hanks


4  

Pastor Jeff Browning 

Pastor Browning is Pastor at 

Resurrection.   

the same as gathering and worshipping in 

person. I would be less than honest were 

I to suggest otherwise.  

Like many of you, I am disappointed that 

Holy Week, and Easter in particular, will 

be virtual worship services this year. For 

so many of us, there’s just nothing like 

being at church on Easter Sunday to cele-

brate the culmination of the Christian 

faith: the Resurrection of Jesus.  

At the same time, we remember and give 

thanks for the timeless, transcendent re-

ality of Easter. As we read in Matthew 28, 

The angel said…, “Do not be afraid, for I 

know that you are looking for Jesus, who 

was crucified. He is not here; he has ris-

en, just as he said. Come and see the 

place where he lay. Then go quickly and 

tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the 

dead…”  

Wherever you are, whatever you are do-

ing, if we worship together in the church 

building, or if we worship at a distance, in 

our homes, it does not change the most 

important truth: Christ is Risen! He is 

Risen Indeed, Alleluia!  

Easter belongs to all of us, every single 

day of the year, for the rest of forever. As 

so much of life seems to be happening 

virtually right now, we give thanks that 

Jesus Christ, the One who died and rose 

again, the One who lives forever, and the 

One who shares forever with us, is truly 

present with us. He gives us a reason to 

celebrate Easter today, tomorrow, and 

into eternity.     

Our small team is working very hard to 

ensure that our virtual Easter and Holy 

Week services will be meaningful and 

point us all to the death, resurrection, 

and eternal love of our Lord and Savior, 

Jesus Christ. Please note and plan to join 

us for our virtual worship services on 

Palm Sunday, Holy Thursday, Good Fri-

day and of course, on Easter Sunday.  We 

also have a few nice surprises planned for 

those days as well.   

I’m looking forward to sharing Holy 

Week with all of you, and of course gath-

ering together in person at some point in 

the very near future.  We hope and pray, 

looking forward to that wonderful day. In 

the meantime, please get in touch with 

me if you need anything. (516.445.4007) 

God Bless you all as we enter this season 

of Resurrection!    

Jennifer Smith  

is a wife, mom, and an author. She 

writes teen novels under her maiden 

name, Jen Calonita 

a week—Wednesday nights at 7 p.m. and 

Sunday mornings at 10 a.m. 

Director of Spiritual Growth, Michelle 

Kollmeier, quickly moved to put Resur-

rection’s digital content together online 

and spread the word while Director of 

Youth and Family Ministry, Diana Auer, 

was at the virtual service to sing hymns, 

Minister of Music, Ed Dettling, played 

and Vicar Jacob Smith assisted during 

the service. 

We’d never been happier to see them,  

and church, while different, also felt the 

same. 

With the addition of some of us wearing 

pajamas. 

“I liked it because we could be home and 

in church at the same time,” said Johnny 

Mitchell, 7. “Our only question was 

whether to stand when Pastor told us to,” 

said Katherine Mitchell. “By the way—we 

didn’t! But what we found was worship-

ping the Lord while in PJs, sipping coffee 

was just plain 

fun!” 

“A virtual 

mass was a 

first for the 

five of us,” 

agreed Vera 

Sweeney, 

who settled 

in on the 

couch with 

her husband, 

three kids and the dog, and found she 

really liked what she saw. “There was a 

moment where I felt more connected 

than ever to the community and it wasn’t 

something that I was expecting to experi-

ence. In our hour of uncertainty, the 

church, once again had pulled through.” 

Christine Burns and her boys, Hunter 

and Shea, also found themselves instant 

fans. They worked together to figure out 

how to sync her phone to their Smart TV 

so they could watch on a big screen. “The 

service brought a calmness into our 

home,” says Christine. “I love how we 

could still feel connected during this sur-

real time.” 

With YouTube, services can be viewed at 

any time, and repeatedly, reminding us 

that Resurrection is always there. And as 

Pastor Browning told us, while the doors 

to church may be closed at the moment, 

we can still reach him anytime by phone, 

email or text. Resurrection, as always, is 

still always there for all of us. 

“At a time when everyone is social dis-

tancing and all social events are can-

celled, we are so fortunate that our 

church is quickly adapting and going out 

of their way to connect when we all it the 

most,” seconded Kim Murphy, who 

watched the first service with her whole 

family. “I feel so fortunate to be a mem-

ber of our amazing congregation.”  

Home Church 
 Continued from page 1 

The Smith family tunes in to 

virtual worship at home. 

When we all meet again … 
 Continued from page 1 
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I 
n 2019, the people of Resurrection 

struck a blow against world hunger 

by packing more than 25,000 meals. 

In June, 2020, the congregation aims to 

strike twice the blow by raising the goal 

to 50,000 meals.   

Diana Auer, Resurrection’s Director of 

Youth & Family Ministry, is Event Leader 

for this second Meal Packing.    

Last time, says Diana, “I was completely 

blown away! It is easy to become a bit 

nervous when you see the tremendous 

amount of work that needs to be com-

pleted. But our volunteers worked so 

hard, and so well together, that it was 

truly amazing to see what can be accom-

plished in an afternoon, and the impact it 

can have.”   

This year’s meal packing will be held on 

Saturday, June 13, from 8 am until noon. 

Originally scheduled for April 25, the 

event was rescheduled due to the corona-

virus pandemic.   

Why was the meal quota doubled this 

year? Said Diana, “At Resurrection, we 

are so tremendously blessed, and I be-

lieve that puts even more of an onus on 

us to outperform ourselves.”   

People who worked the 2019 packing 

have vivid memories.   

The first “meal packing event was a fun 

and fulfilling event,” said Sharon Meyer. 

“It brought members of the congregation 

together to share the experience of serv-

ing others. So many members generously 

support our missions with their dollars, 

but actively being part of a service event 

brings our support to life.”   

Elizabeth Bezrutczyk feels that the “meal 

packing event was amazing. It is such a 

hands-on way to serve others. To think 

that the bag of food I am filling will go to 

nourish a child or family who is truly 

hungry is both humbling and moving. It 

raises awareness of a serious problem 

and unites the congregation in service.”  

Said Deb Cavacchioli, “I am glad Resur-

rection is doing the meal packing event 

again!” She feels the meal packing is 

“both an opportunity to help others and 

an important community service at our 

church.” 

Meal Packing 2020: 
Bigger Bang Against Hunger 

Partnering with Rise Against  

Hunger last year, over 100 volun-

teers, age seven and older, pack 

more than 25,000 meals.  

Please turn to page 7 

KEN MEYN 
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by DIANA AUER 

 

Jumping Into Spring 

 

Please continue to check your emails 

and the Resurrection website, resgc.org, 

for updates on our upcoming events.  

 

We look forward, with great anticipation, 

to being able to serve together soon!  

W 
ith a fully packed 

schedule, Resurrec-

tion’s youth and fami-

ly ministry was looking forward to 

an active, productive and service-

filled spring. Unfortunately, the 

world had some different plans. 

As news about COVID-19 reached 

the U.S., we knew it was time to 

regroup, adapt and evolve.  

We have officially rescheduled our 

youth outing to go see “Wicked.” 

We look forward to venturing into 

New York City later this spring or 

early summer, once we can all do 

so safely and comfortably. 

In addition, I have been in contact 

with Rise Against Hunger, our 

international hunger relief part-

ner for our Second Annual Meal 

Packing event. In order to comply 

with the gathering restrictions, we 

have been working with Rise 

Against Hunger to reschedule our 

meal packing event for early this 

summer. We can’t wait to be able 

to gather once again to help com-

bat hunger!   

While we weren’t able to meet 

with our youth groups this month, 

we have been working to best uti-

lize new, exciting digital plat-

forms, and we are certainly grate-

ful for the blessing of technology! 

We were able to “gather” together 

for our high school youth group 

via Zoom, which allowed us to 

share some facetime with one 

another while giving us an outlet 

to talk about what we’re all feel-

ing. It was wonderful to be able to 

see each other, know that we are 

all here for one another, and we 

are in this together. We look for-

ward to putting together opportu-

nities for our grade school and 

middle school youth groups to 

remain connected and committed 

to learning about and serving our 

Lord.  

We’ve also taken Sunday School 

online. We have been working to 

restructure our Sunday School 

program so that it can be easily 

done at home. We’ve been refor-

matting the materials and curric-

ulum that we use for our in-

person Sunday School program 

and have made it available online 

for our Sunday School families. 

These materials are also distribut-

ed through a weekly email to the 

congregation so that it is easily 

accessible and shareable!    

Though I am saddened by the fact 

that we can't physically get to-

gether with one another, I am 

comforted by knowing that we can 

find strength and purpose 

through all this by putting others 

first, and being motivated by a call to 

protect the most vulnerable among 

us.   

Let us be reminded that, for the mo-

ment, following Christ and loving 

one another looks like physical sepa-

ration and staying home.  

As challenging and uncertain as the 

days may feel, we give thanks for 

Jesus, and for the powerful love and 

courage that comes from His prom-

ise to always be by our side. 

As challenging and uncertain as the 

days may feel, we give thanks for Je-

sus, and for the powerful love and 

courage that comes from His promise 

to be always by our side. 

The lesson of “The Good Shepherd” was 

a great introduction to the new online 

Sunday School series.  
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Ken Meyn  

 Handbell Choir Director and occasional 

organist. He retired after 38 years at       

The New York Times.  

“Last year’s event was very memorable 

for me,” remembers Jeannie Dietterick. 

“Seeing families and children participate 

was heartwarming. Working together for 

such a real purpose was rewarding. I can-

not wait to do it again.”   

This year, said Diana, she wants to “focus 

on the multi-generational appeal of the 

event. One thing I find that is really spe-

cial is that everyone, seven and above, 

can come out and participate in some 

way. Hunger knows no age and our relief 

efforts shouldn’t either.” 

“It is such a powerful experience.” 

For more information, contact Diana at 

Diana@resgc.org.  

 

W 
hether it is a global pandem-

ic, or a particularly stressful 

week at work, we all need a 

way to recharge. Our mental capacity to 

process everything that is going on may 

feel depleted, our patience may feel short, 

and we are desperate to find a way to feel 

100% again. Sometimes, however, it feels 

like we are trying to recharge without an 

outlet.  

The double entendre is intentional; it 

feels like we are trying to plug ourselves 

in to refill our battery, and we simply 

can’t find an electrical outlet. But it also 

feels like maybe we are trying to emo-

tionally decompress, and there is no out-

let or channel to release that stress.  

We see articles on “10 Ways to De-stress” 

or “How to Practice Self-Care,” and many 

of these lists include things like taking a 

bath, or dimming the lights and burning 

candles. While these techniques may be 

helpful to some, there are many of us 

who don’t have the luxury to just stop 

and tune out the world. There are also 

many of us who deal with chronic mental 

health issues which aren’t cured simply 

by a lavender scented candle.  

So how can we fix it? How can we emo-

tionally refuel and feel ready to take on 

another day? We give it to God; and by it, 

I mean everything that burdens us. One 

of my favorite verses in the Bible speaks 

directly to this idea and comes from Phi-

lippians. Philippians 4:6 states, “[d]o not 

be anxious about anything, but in every 

situation, by prayer and petition, with 

thanksgiving, present your requests to 

God.” St. Paul gives us the roadmap, in 

no uncertain terms. 

In these ever-uncertain times, let us find 

comfort in giving all our worries over to 

God, especially those things that we know 

we can’t control, and rest assured that He 

can handle it.  

Diana Auer 
is Director of Youth & Family Ministry. 

She loves to sing, bake and spend 

time with her husband, Matt and their 

miniature schnauzer, Ollie.  

Low Battery 

Meal Packing 2020 
 Continued from page 5 

Meals packed at this event went to schools 

and orphanages in Haiti. 

mailto:Diana@resgc.org
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The phrase “you will be my witnesses” 

could serve as the theme for the Book of 

Acts. Acts provides us with the story of 

how Christianity developed and expand-

ed from Jerusalem, throughout Judea 

and Samaria, until it reached Rome. This 

story of expansion, however, didn’t occur 

until the disciples received the Holy Spir-

it at Pentecost. The Holy Spirit empow-

ered the disciples with the courage and 

perseverance to go out from Jerusalem 

and be witnesses to Jesus, proclaiming 

His message of forgiveness, hope, and 

eternal life, to the ends of the earth. 

Although Luke wrote this verse some two 

thousand years ago, it continues to call 

Christians to be witnesses to Jesus. Each 

of us were baptized and received the Ho-

ly Spirit. It is through the power of the 

Spirit that we are called to serve one an-

other and to be witnesses to Christ in the 

world. That witness is manifested in our 

words and actions. So, conform your life 

to Christ so that through your witness 

our families, friends, and communities 

will come to know the message of Jesus. 

PRAYER 

Heavenly Father, send Your Holy Spirit, 

so that I may acknowledge Your gifts, 

give thanks for Your many blessings, 

and be a witness to Jesus in all that I do.  

Amen 

Walter Woicyk 

 Our next Lamplighter  promises to bring hope-filled, encouraging news 

and articles to bless and inspire you. Praying that you and your family 

hold onto God’s promises and experience His unfailing love through this 

challenging season. 

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon 

you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, throughout 

Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”.   

Acts 1:8 

Virtual Worship 

Online at resgc.org 

 

Sundays 

Live Streaming at 10am 


