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The Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 26, 2021 - 9:45 AM 

  

—————–——————––———–——————––——————————– 
  

  

Prelude                                                “Almighty Father, Bless the Word”                                                 Johann Pachelbel 

Confession and Absolution 

P In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
  

C Amen. 
  

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God, who 

is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
  

                              Silence for reflection on God's Word and personal confession. 
  

P Let us confess our sins to God our Father. 
  

  

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We have sinned 

against you in thought, word and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 

not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your 

Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us so that we may delight in your will 

and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
  

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a servant 

of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore declare the entire forgiveness of all your sins in the name of the Father, 

and of the Son ,and of the Holy Spirit. 
  

C Amen. 

  

The Opening Hymn                        “O Christ, Our True and Only Light”              (Vs. 1, 3, 5 )  LSB 839 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

A The Lord be with you. 
  

C And also with you. 
  

A Let us pray. Everlasting Father, source of every blessing, mercifully direct and govern us by Your Holy Spirit that 

we may complete the works You have prepared for us to do; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
  

C Amen.  

  

  

———–—————  SERVICE OF THE WORD ——–—————— 
  

The Old Testament Reading                                                                                                             Ezekiel 2:8—3:11 

“But you, son of man, hear what I say to you. Be not rebellious like that rebellious house; open your mouth and eat 

what I give you.” And when I looked, behold, a hand was stretched out to me, and behold, a scroll of a book was 

in it. And he spread it before me. And it had writing on the front and on the back, and there were written on it words 

of lamentation and mourning and woe. And he said to me, “Son of man, eat whatever you find here. Eat this scroll, 

and go, speak to the house of Israel.” So I opened my mouth, and he gave me this scroll to eat. And he said to me, 

“Son of man, feed your belly with this scroll that I give you and fill your stomach with it.” Then I ate it, and it was 

in my mouth as sweet as honey. And he said to me, “Son of man, go to the house of Israel and speak with my 

words to them. For you are not sent to a people of foreign speech and a hard language, but to the house of 

Israel— not to many       peoples of foreign speech and a hard language, whose words you cannot understand. 

Surely, if I sent you to such, they would listen to you. But the house of Israel will not be willing to listen to you, for 

they are not willing to listen to me. Because all the house of Israel have a hard    forehead and a stubborn 

heart. Behold, I have made your face as hard as their faces, and your forehead as hard as their foreheads. Like 

emery harder than flint have I made your forehead. Fear them not, nor be dismayed at their looks, for they are a 

rebellious house.” Moreover, he said to me, “Son of man, all my words that I shall speak to you receive in your 

heart, and hear with your ears. And go to the exiles, to your people, and speak to them and say to them, ‘Thus says 

the Lord God,’ whether they hear or refuse to hear.” 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord.          

C Thanks be to God. 

  

  

The Epistle Reading                                                                                 Ephesians 4:7–16 

But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift. Therefore it says, “When he 

ascended on high he led a host of captives, and he gave gifts to men.” (In    saying, “He ascended,” what does it 

mean but that he had also descended into the lower parts of the earth? He who descended is the one who also 

ascended far above all the heavens, that he might fill all things.) And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the 

evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of 

Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to 

the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the 

waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. Rather, 

speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the 

whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, 

makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord.          

C Thanks be to God. 
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The Holy Gospel                                              Matthew 9:9–13 
  

A The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the ninth chapter.         

C Glory to You, O Lord.  

  

As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth, and he said to him, “Follow 

me.” And he rose and followed him. And as Jesus reclined at table in the house, behold, many tax collectors and 

sinners came and were reclining with Jesus and his disciples. And when the Pharisees saw this, they said to his 

disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” But when he heard it, he said, “Those who 

are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, and 

not sacrifice.’ For I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.” 
  

  
A This is the Gospel of the Lord.                     

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

  

The Hymn of the Day               “Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord”                        LSB 637 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

  

The Message 

  
  

  
  

The Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, 

our Lord, he was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,  and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day He rose 

again. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge 

the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.           

  

The Prayers of the Church                                  
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Lord's Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it 

is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and 

the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
  

                                                      

Benediction   

The Closing Hymn        “Almighty Father, Bless the Word”                               LSB 923 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

  

 

Sending 

 

P Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! 

 
 

Postlude                                                    “Almighty Father, Bless the Word”                                          Paul Manz                                      

  

                                  

                                                          
 

 

Those gathered for in person worship are invited to stay for the service of the Sacrament. 

 

. 


