Midweek Prayer Service
Wednesday January 13, 2021 - 7:00 pm
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Greeting
Invocation
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In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of the universe,
For in Your wisdom You have formed us,
You feed the hungry and clothe the naked.
We bless You and praise Your name forever.
You set free those who are bound.
We bless You and praise Your name forever.
You raise up those whose courage falters,
We bless You and praise Your name forever.
You provide for our every need.
Accept our grateful praises.
You have called us from all peoples.
We rejoice and bless Your name forever.
You bless Your people with peace.
We bless You and praise Your loving grace.
Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of the universe,
For in Your wisdom You have formed us.

Opening Hymn

“Blessed Jesus, at Your Word”
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Tune and text: Public domain

Collect and Prayer of the Day
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us pray.. Almighty God, our heavenly Father, because of Your tender love toward us You have given us
Your Son that, believing in Him, we might have everlasting life. Continue to grant us Your Holy Spirit that we
may remain steadfast in this faith to the end and finally come to life everlasting; through Jesus Christ, our
Lord.
Amen.

———–———————— SERVICE OF THE WORD —————–—————
The First Reading

Psalm 118:1–9

Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever!
Let Israel say, “His steadfast love endures forever.”
Let the house of Aaron say, “His steadfast love endures forever.”
Let those who fear the LORD say, “His steadfast love endures forever.”
Out of my distress I called on the LORD; the LORD answered me and set me free.
The LORD is on my side; I will not fear. What can man do to me?
The LORD is on my side as my helper; I shall look in triumph on those who hate me.
It is better to take refuge in the LORD than to trust in man.
It is better to take refuge in the LORD than to trust in princes.
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Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, is now, and will
be forever. Amen.

The Second Reading

Galatians 5:13–15

For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love
serve one another. For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” But if you bite
and devour one another, watch out that you are not consumed by one another.
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This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Gospel Reading

John 8:31–36

So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know
the truth, and the truth will set you free.” They answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved
to anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?” Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who
commits sin is a slave to sin. The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. So if the Son sets
you free, you will be free indeed.”
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This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Message
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Apostles’ Creed
L

God has made us His people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and hope, we confess
our faith.
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I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son,
our Lord, he was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day He rose again.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the
living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the Church

Concluding Prayer
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Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in Your great mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of this
night; for the love of Your only Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Lord's Prayer
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Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is
in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing
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Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve us, now and
forever.
Amen.
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Closing Hymn

“Christ the Eternal Lord”

(sts. 1–4) LSB 829

Text: © 1999 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004091
Tune: Public domain
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