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“Changes, both planned and unplanned.” 
September 2022 

Dear Beloved Community of Resurrection: 

Sometimes change happens because of circumstances, and other times change occurs as part 
of a planned process.  This past month, we have experienced both in our congregational life. 

In August, we had planned to hold a block-party, inviting our congregation and neighbors to join 
together for a summer celebration with music, food and activities.  Unfortunately, when Don 
Getman passed away, we made the necessary but difficult decision to postpone the block party 
so that we could hold his celebration of life on that day, and grieve together with Sandy and the 
rest of our community.  It was a life-giving change, necessitated by circumstances, but one 
which we could adapt to.  We do not yet have a new date for a block-party celebration, but will 
keep you posted as we make determinations. 

An example of a different kind of change, one that occurs as part of a planned process, is in 
the launch of our livestream platform, which gave us capacity to livestream Don Getman’s 
celebration of life, and now two weeks’ worth of Sunday worship services.  We invite you to go 
to our YouTube channel, by searching for RLC PDX, where you can see those services, and 
now participate in our worship services from home, or wherever you are on Sunday mornings.  
We can thank Troy Lutz for his dedicated work this summer, with other volunteers and donors, 
to vision, purchase, install and successfully launch this option.  We will be improving this 
platform in the weeks ahead, including finding better sound mixes, and visuals.  We pray this 
will allow many in our congregation and community to connect with God and others through our 
online digital worship life. 

Perhaps the most important change process we’ve been in the middle of this summer, one that 
has been planned, is working on the evaluation and improvement of the alignment of our 
staffing structure as a congregation.  Since 2013, Troy Lutz has served as a youth minister in 
our congregation, developing relationships with youth and their families.  Over the course of 
this last decade, he has mentored and cared for students, led travel trips to youth gatherings, 
facilitated local service opportunities, and connected our community with other congregations 
and organizations, among many other things.  Over time his title even changed to Youth and 
Parish Life Minister to reflect the diversity of tasks he was asked to take on in his role.  We are 
deeply thankful for his commitment to God’s people, and his service within our congregation 
and community. 

Over the first six months of my time as your pastor, I have been in conversation with Troy about 
his passions and gifts for ministry, the changing nature of ministry with youth and families, and 
about the future direction of RLC and our ministry with you all.  With discernment and prayer, 
these conversations grew into larger conversations with the RLC Council and other leaders 
about the future structure and alignment of our staff, and how we can best align our gifts and 
capacities with the needs of the congregation and our hopes for future ministry. 



At our most recent RLC council meeting on Tuesday, August 16th, the council approved making 
a significant shift in Troy’s role with the congregation.  Troy is leaving his role as Youth and 
Parish Life Minister, and will now be serving as Minister for Worship and Technology.  As 
part of this new role, Troy will be focusing his time and energy in four key developmental areas 
for the congregation, as defined in a new role and responsibility description document.  We are 
including it in this month’s herald for you to see.  I encourage you to read the document, and 
there you’ll see what our congregation is asking Troy to focus his time, energy, and gifts on in 
the months ahead.   

These developmental areas will look familiar to you if you’ve seen where else Troy has been 
investing himself over the last three years, but we are now making these shifts official, so that 
we can begin to invest in other key ministry areas, including youth and family ministries in new 
ways in the years ahead. 

As Troy leaves his role as youth minister, we acknowledge that it will change relationships 
within the congregation.  He’ll still be an active part of our community, but will no longer 
oversee a youth program, or relate to students or families as a youth minister.  He will certainly 
continue to be present and available in and through all the facets of our worship, music, and 
technological ministries into the future, developing new relationships with our choir, musicians, 
technical assistants and others. 

We’d like to invite you all to come to a special forum on Sunday, September 18th in 
between worship services from 10:30-11:00am here at RLC where you can talk with 
Troy, myself and representatives from the RLC council about this change, offer any 
words of gratitude you’d like to share with Troy, and discuss what this change will look 
like in the months ahead.  This will take place in the sanctuary, and will be livestreamed 
for people online to participate in as well. 

As we make this shift, it will begin a new period of intentional and planned change, exploration 
and discernment for our youth and family ministries.  I will be taking the lead on gathering 
youth and families together in September to begin listening for how the Spirit is leading us, and 
what new possibilities for ministry exist.  As a young parent of an eight-year-old and almost 
two-year-old, I have significant self-interest and desires to see our ministry to children, youth, 
young-adults and families be vital, life-transforming and community impacting. Together with 
the congregation, we will seek ways to embody God’s unconditional love and create a diverse 
community of hope and purpose for our students and families. 

It also is important to note, that even as Troy steps into an official role in our worship life, I will 
remain deeply engaged in the vision and direction of our worship services, their improvement 
and adaptation, and in the work of seeking inclusive growth in the leadership and participation 
of our congregation in our life of worship.  Troy, Todd Marston, the worship committee and I will 
be working together collaboratively into the future. 

I trust that the Holy Spirit is leading us through these liminal spaces of transition and change, 
both planned and unplanned, so that God can birth something new and life-producing in and 
through our community.  I look forward to our conversation together on September 18th, and 
our continued journey as Resurrection Lutheran Church. 

Peace be with you all. 

         Pastor Joel Rothe 







NOTES	FROM	THE	CHURCH	COUNCIL	 	 	 	 	 	 	 SEPTEMBER	2022	

Gree6ngs	from	Resurrec6on’s	Church	Council!		At	our	regular	monthly	mee/ng	on	August	16th,	we	
discussed	the	following	business	items:	

Live	Stream	Update:	Live	Streaming	is	a	reality!		Beginning	on	August	21st,	our	11:15	A.M.	service	will	
be	live	streamed	each	week.		Our	ministry	team	has	worked	so	hard	to	make	this	a	reality	and	we	are	
grateful	for	Troy,	Todd,	Pastor	Joel,	and	others	who	commiIed	themselves	to	this	huge	effort.		
Purchasing	the	needed	equipment	and	geMng	it	up	and	in	working	order	has	been	a	true	labor	of	love,	
and	we	are	thankful	for	your	financial	generosity	that	allowed	it	to	happen!		We	will	con/nue	to	live	
stream	the	late	worship	service	only,	making	certain	all	components	are	working	successfully	as	we	
enhance	and	expand	this	service	going	forward.			

ELCA’s	“God’s	Work,	Our	Hands”	weekend	is	scheduled	for	September	10th	and	11th.			On	Saturday,	
September	10th,	several	work	projects	are	planned.		You	can	volunteer	to	help	assemble	Hygiene	Care	
Packs,	Quilt,	Write	LeRers	of	Advocacy	for	people	without	a	voice,	work	at	Snowcap,	donate	/me	to	
Habitat	Restore,	help	spruce	up	Zarephath	Kitchen,	do	repair	work	at	Agape	Village,	lead	a	craT	class	
at	Human	Solu6ons,	or	build	clay	pot	heaters	with	Cul6vate	Ini6a6ves.		So	much	to	do;	so	many	needs	
to	be	met!	You	can	sign	up	on	line	by	contac/ng:	h"ps://signup.com/go/VbKJoJt				

On	Sunday,	September	11th,	we	will	gather	at	Mill	Park	Elementary	School	(1900	SE	117th	Ave.)	for	a	
combined	worship	service.		There	will	be	no	service	at	Resurrec/on	on	September	11th	

Staffing	Plans	for	Choir	Director:		The	combined	commiIees	of	Finance,	Personnel,	and	Execu/ve	
Board	have	wrested	with	staffing	concerns	since	the	departure	of	Christopher	Silva	as	choir	director.		To	
meet	our	changing	and	expanding	needs	as	a	congrega/on,	these	commiIees	recommended	that	
Resurrec/on	Church	Council	retain	Troy	Lutz	full	/me	with	a	new	job	descrip/on,	that	of	Minister	of	
Worship	and	Technology.		The	specifics	of	Troy’s	job	descrip/on	will	be	shared	with	the	congrega/on.		
A	part	/me	technology	assistant	will	be	hired	to	work	four	hours	each	Sunday	to	run	the	live	streaming	
equipment.		Todd	Marston	will	remain	as	Director	of	Music.		Because	of	the	realignment	of	these	
posi/ons,	there	is	no	noteworthy	change	to	the	2022	financial	budget.		The	council	discussed	this	
proposal	and,	ul/mately,	passed	it.		

With	God’s	help,	Council	members	are	seeking	a	long-term	Vision	for	Resurrec6on:		The	church	
council	con/nues	to	meet	monthly	to	explore	the	future	of	our	congrega/on.		These	mee/ngs	are	held	
in	addi/on	to	our	regular	business	mee/ngs.		As	we	begin	this	journey	of	growth	into	our	future,	we	
ask	God	to	direct	the	Council,	RLC	congregants,	and	our	community	onto	the	path	He	has	chosen	for	
us.		We	will	be	eager	to	share	and	seek	your	input	into	these	objec/ves	as	we	become	aware	of	God’s	
leading.		Please	pray	for	us	and	for	our	Resurrec/on	family.	

Blessings,	Diane	Lafrenz,		
					Council	President.	

https://signup.com/go/VbKJoJt%20%20%20
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      HAPPY              
      ANNIVERSARY!

HAPPY        
 BIRTHDAY!

  1st   Janice & Ward Spradlin   55 Years 
     Lu Ann & Bill Leonard    43 Years 
  8th   Jodie & Troy Wittren    32 Years 
 12th   Tagone & John McNassar   30 Years 
 25th   Lindy & Ben Fredericks   57 Years 
 26th   Elizabeth & Dave Neketin   41 Years 

   1st  Brad Bakken

  3rd  Noe Bodack-Barahona

  4th  Robert Alegrete

  6th  Adrienne Clausen

 11th  Dean Bakken

  Hank Yudt

 12th  Linda Ruhnke

 14th  Theodore Goodall

 17th  Micah Rothe


 18th  Tom Petke

 19th  Sandy Anderson

 23rd  Mary Brown

  Kent Effinger

  Denise Hanson

  Joanne Reams 

 26th  Lee Prothe

 27th  Thelma Erlendson

 28th  Yvonne Edman 








Sunday Discussions with Pastor Joel from 10:30-11:00am:

September 4 - Topic TBA - RLC Library
September 11 - God’s Work Our Hands Sunday (we are not @ RLC)
September 18 - Forum on staffing updates - RLC Sanctuary
September 25 - Topic TBA - RLC Library

Thank you EVERYONE for all of your 
donations, the help with set up & take 
down and for working the Book Sale!   

You are much appreciated! 

                              Jerry Sharpe

Gather Bible Study 

Wednesday, September 21 @ 11:30am 
in the Luther Lodge 

Fall 2022:  Jesus and Nature ~  
Teachers of Faith 

Topic:  Trees 

We hope you can join us…


PLEASE SAVE THE DATE! 

We are planning a Community Harvest 
Party for Sunday, October 30th. 

More details to follow later in 
September…



 

As always, we would love to see your masterpieces!



SER

September Mission of 
the Month!

Serving Portland’s Unhoused Community Since 1981 

There are many agencies in the Portland area that provide services such as 
housing, food, and clothing to those experiencing houselessness, low-
income individuals, or those facing other barriers. Operation Nightwatch’s 
unique vision is to provide a place for these people to escape social isolation 
while also providing a cup of coffee, a meal, and much needed supplies and 
mental health services during a time that other agencies are closed, and 
hope is especially hard to find.

You can send checks to RLC designated for  
Mission of the Month or you can donate online with      

Square to Mission of the Month. 

Thank you for supporting RLC’S Mission of the Month! 


