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ANY group/ministry or committee can sign up until Sunday, 
September 22nd.  Please see Jerry Sharpe at the sign-up table!

Sunday, 
September 29th 
8:30am - 12:30pm 
RLC Fellowship HallYOU CAN MAKE A 

DIFFERENCE!
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From the Pasture:   

                              Our House is a very, very, very fine house.

The word “house” has several meanings.  The obvious one is the physical structure a person or 
persons live.  Another is the reference to a family, community or legacy which has persisted 
over generations, e.g. House of King David, House of Tudor or Gryffindor House.  The House of 
Resurrection carries forward these meanings. 

Resurrection is such a “house” that carries its legacy over the generations.  In 1 Peter 2:9a, we 
are named “a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people.”  The RLC saints 
who have gone before us have left us a legacy of compassionate discipleship, faithful witness 
to the Gospel and showed the saints of today ways to live together in the Holy Spirit.  We, in 
this generation, are called to answer that call to leave our own legacy for those who will follow.  
We are called to get our house in order as we work toward God’s future for Resurrection 
Lutheran Church.  That legacy envisions what our ministry will look like one, five and ten years 
into our future; deciding today what we need to know to achieve those goals. Getting our 
House in Order is commitment to do the planning for the next three years in areas of mission, 
ministry, finances and community engagement.  It calls every committee, group and staff to be 
strategizing what comes next and who is going to do it. Over the next three months, our goal is 
to have such a legacy plan in places as we determine our operating budget for 2020. 

Resurrection also has to deal with getting our “physical” house in order.  There are many 
projects and facility needs which have gone unattended.  We have seen the buckets in the 
hallway, the damage done to portions of our roof and ceilings, heating and cooling systems with 
no ongoing maintenance, a parsonage roof which was to be replaced 15 years ago, kitchen sink-
equipment repair or replacement and other needs.  We understand that the money and will was 
not there, but we are in a new day, a new attitude and a renewed spirit to “get it done.”  To this 
end, conversation about the need has become action to get bids and estimates on such 
projects.  We now know what it will take financially to do this work and we have started 
conversations about how each of us can participate in this capital campaign……. 
Getting our House in Order.   

Over the next eight weeks, you will hear about our progress on the facility projects and the 
status of the campaign.  You will be invited to participate in conversions about what are RLC’s 
next steps in ministry and keep you apprised as to how our ministry plan is unfolding.  You will 
be asked to meet with some leaders about the campaign.  We need every household to be 
involved, every household to make a commitment, and every household holding Resurrection in 
prayer.   

God’s House is a very, very, very fine house.   
This can be exciting and in many ways already is.  
This too can be fun. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Michael Keys



Dear Ones, 
As I begin to work in our synod office, still recovering from an amazing week at Churchwide 
Assembly in Milwaukee last week, my heart is like a cup, running over with energy and excitement 
for the work at hand. We are living in a metanoia moment in the church and the world. People are 
hungry for authentic encounter, mutuality, reflection, symbol, honesty, hope and grace. As I begin 
to find my voice as your new bishop, I’m longing to accompany you in the spiritual work of exploring 
the depths of YOUR unique voice, in expanding your ways of listening to marginalized voices, and in 
joining our voices and our bodies to walk together on a path to more and more courageous love. 
Young and wise Queen Esther keeps coming to me, whispering as though to all of us, “Perhaps you 
were born for such a time as this.” 

You’ve surely heard by now of some of the important and exciting actions of your Churchwide 
Assembly, comprised of nearly 1000 Lutherans in Wisconsin last week. As we sang, prayed, 
laughed, listened, marched, cried, spoke and ate together, we also: 

+declared ourselves a sanctuary denomination 
+celebrated 50 years of the ordination of women and 40 years of the ordination of women 
of color in the ELCA 
+denounced white supremacy and committed to a deeper engagement with racial justice 
established June 17 as a day of remembrance for the Emanuel 9, those killed in bible study 
in Charleston, SC in 2015 by young white nationalists 
+acknowledged in a social statement that both patriarchy and male supremacy are sinful 
forces which harm and silence the voices of half of God’s children and are to be resisted 
as we seek to live, serve, advocate and worship together in the light of Christ. 

We did all this in the wake of the horrific shootings in El Paso and Dayton, which made our work 
feel more urgent and more prayerful.  

I cannot wait to meet with all of you in person at the Bishop’s Convocation October 21-23 in 
Newport. I also cannot wait for you AND your people to meet the team who will be walking with 
you! We are planning a Whirlwind Tour of the Synod this fall, when Juan Carlos La Puente (Bishop’s 
Associate for Interreligious and Intercultural mission), Greg Shea (Oregon Synod Vice President), 
and myself will be spending an evening in seven different regions of the state followed by a 
weekend in Portland. This is just a beginning, of course. We stand on a threshold and we need to 
listen for the invitation of the Spirit, together. Our hope (Greg, Juan Carlos and mine) is to share 
our individual sense of Christ’s call to this work, and to engage with you and your people in deep 
and enriching conversations about yours. Let’s explore together what it means to be Lutheran 
Christians in this unique time and place. 

I pray you are tending to yourselves as you seek to challenge, equip and serve your faith 
communities and the world. This is hard work! These are hard times!  I want to be a bishop who 
supports you to be your most authentic, creative, courageous and faithful best. 

Please drop an email if you can think of realistic ways I can do that. One plan for myself: I enjoy 
calligraphy and fine papers, and one of my spiritual practice ideas is to calligraph your names, one 
each day, and one scriptural verse, each day, as I pray for you and your ministry. If I have a richer 
sense of what God is doing in you, and around you, that prayer will be all the richer. 

Please pray for your new bishop and her staff as well. 

With tremendous joy, 
Bishop Laurie 

Oregon Synod ELCA
Letter from Bishop Laurie Larsen Caesar



Men’s Monday Morning Manna
 7:15am in the Luther Lodge!

  We gather. We pray. We discuss. 
We support.... 

Theology On Tap Is Back! 
We are also back at Stark Street Pizza (SE 90th and Stark)

For this month only, we will meet on the fourth Wednesday (September 25th)  
in place of our usual Thursday.  This was the only date Stark Street could fit us in.

My apologies for any conflicts (choir especially - perhaps a one-time scheduling 
accommodation could be made?).  We'll be back to Thursdays in October.

Come join us @ 6:00pm for dinner and fellowship, and/or come for the more 
structured discussion from 7:00-8:00pm.  Topic - September 25 (Wednesday!): Craft 
Jesus was a carpenter.  Paul was a tent-maker.  David wrote worship music.  The widow at 
Zarephath could work wonders with a little oil and a little flour.  We needn’t reach back 

into biblical times, however, to conjure memories of folks who used their embodied wisdom 
to create useful, and often beautiful, things.  Our busy schedules and the cheap up-front 
cost of manufactured items can seem to place craft outside the bounds of the practical.
Mass production has brought major benefits—and also significant, and sometimes hidden, 
costs.  Let’s discuss the role craft could, should, and does play in our lives as Christians.

Questions?  As always, contact Laura Gifford (proflgifford@gmail.com).

Coming back on October 3rd:
 11:30am Thursday Prayer in the 

Chapel with Pastor Roger.
 New music, new words, 

same sacred space!

                           All RLC Women & Their Friends Are Welcome! 
                         We will begin on Wednesday, September 18th                                   

                  @ 10:00am in the Luther Lodge 

                             We hope you can join us for some fellowship,  
       coffee, goodies and Bible study.   

mailto:proflgifford@gmail.com
mailto:proflgifford@gmail.com


!"#$$%"!&'!())

$*+,-./"012"3.4+/56*78,4
!"#$#%&'(')"*+#',**-&'*.'/"#'0*$.#$'*1'23'45/"'(.-',$#6*./7'(.-'('2#8'9#(&*.&'*.'/"#'0*$.#$'*1'
2',$#6*./'(.-'):++:(6&;''<*=.>'?$*1#&&:*.(+&'"(@#'A*=>"/'*+-'"*6#&':.'B+A:.('(.-'C#./*.'AD'
/"#'-*E#.&7'$#&/*$:.>'A#(=F1=+'*+-'?$*?#$F#&G'(.-'-$(6(F0(++D':.0$#(&:.>'"*=&:.>'?$:0#&;''
H(0(./'?$*?#$/D'&F++'&:/&'8"#$#'#6:.#./'-*6(:.'/**I'/"#'1*$6#$'0#./#$'*1'J*$/+(.-%&'A+(0I'
0*66=.:/D'1*$'('?+(..#-'#K?(.&:*.'*1'36(.=#+'L*&?:/(+;''M#(.8":+#7'(++'/":&'>#./$:N0(F*.'
?=&"#&'/"*&#'*.'/"#'6($>:.&'*=/'*1'/"#'0#./$(+'0:/D'(.-':./*'.#:>"A*$"**-&'8"#$#'0"(.>#&':.'/"#'
&*0:(+'1(A$:0'0(=&#'/#.&:*.'(.-'.#0#&&:/(/#'.#8'8(D&'*1'+#($.:.>'(A*=/'(.-'8*$I:.>'8:/"'#(0"'
*/"#$;''L*8'($#'8#'0(++#-'(&'O"$:&F(.&'/*'0*?#'8:/"'/"#'0*6?+:0(/#-'#P#0/&'*1'>#./$:N0(F*.Q'

9,:.;-./"0<"=>/?"@AB/C?7D"?B."+,"@A74ECF5:54FGH2"@A."$I?"@.C+7;.4+
!"#'R+-'!#&/(6#./'"*+-&'&*6#'*1'*=$'1(@*$:/#'&/*$:#&'ST(.:#+':.'/"#'U:*.&%'T#.V'!"#'W(X+#'*1'
Y#$:0"*VZ'(.-'&*6#'/$=+D'-:&/=$A:.>'#?:&*-#&'*1'@:*+#.0#7'(A=&#7'(.-'@#.>#(.0#;''!"#'6:>"/D'"(.-'
(.-'*=/&/$#/0"#-'($6'*1'/"#'UR[T'0(.'&##6'6:+#&'$#6*@#-'1$*6'Y#&=&'(.-'/"#'2#8'!#&/(6#./\
(.-'D#/'/"#'R+-'!#&/(6#./'8(&'/"#'*.+D'90$:?/=$#'Y#&=&7'(.-'#@#.'/"#'#($+D'(?*&/+#&7'I.#8;'')#'
A#+:#@#'(&'O"$:&F(.&'/"(/'/"#'R+-'!#&/(6#./':&.%/'/"#'#.-'*1'/"#'&/*$D7'A=/':/'"(&'@:/(+'/":.>&'/*'/#++'
=&'.*.#/"#+#&&;''!":&'6*./"'8#%++'$#0I*.'8:/"'/":&'0*6?+:0(/#-'6(]*$:/D^/#K/'*1'/"#'W:A+#;

Hi Everyone!
I love and miss you all. I am doing well and 
love my mommy and daddy.  I am not quite 
ready to visit RLC, but hope to in 2020. 
Love you;
       Brianna (aka Miss B)



Did you know RLC has a garden which is now producing?    

We see the garden as a new ministry in 2020 and beyond. Take a look at what is 
happening now in the photos below.  

Cherry Tomatoes, then three rows of plantings and finishing with onions. 

Regular tomatoes, plus black tomatoes (which turn red first then black), and last, kale. 

Current plots, future plots, which have turned soil and fertilizer. Black plastic keeps weeds out! 

Laura Gifford is the leader of the garden project. If you wish to participate, please reach 
out to her. Drop a note in her mail box across from Kym’s office. 

The apple tree in the last photo bottom row will be removed in the near term for it’s a 
hazard. The garden team is looking to plant fruit trees up to the barbeque site against the 
fence. Many more plantings coming next year.  Maybe at our Block Party on August 31, 
we can invite some of the neighbors to think about having a plot or two in 2020. First 
come, first planted!!                                                   

Blessings,  

Ben Fredericks, Council President 



What Happens at RLC? 
Building Usage Facts

Worship
Sunday Worship, Thursday Study, Mid-Week, Choir, 
Praise Team, Handbells, Special Music, Funerals, 

Weddings

Fellowship
F.A.C.E., Seder Meal, Dinners for Eight, Wednesday 
Evening (Summer), Annual Meeting Potluck, Kitchen 

Ministry, Book Sale

Small Groups and Support Ministry
Joy Circle, Men’s AM Manna, Grief Group, Quilting, 
Knit-Wits, Visitation Team, Men’s Breakfast, Building 

an Inclusive Church

Youth, Family and Education
High School, Confirmation/Middle School, 

GIFT(Elementary), Mission Trip, Service Projects, 
Family Camp, Caroling, 

Theology on Tap, Between, Summer Study

Community Engagement 
Pinochle, Halloween, Easter Egg Hunt, Community 

Garden, Veterans Ministries, Pastor Care Fund, 

Partner Ministries
Parkrose Montessori, Roots, Mt Hood Cluster, 

YouthWorks, Oregon Synod/ELCA

Committees and Council
Worship, Personnel, Congregation Care, Youth & 
Family, Community Mission, Library, Executive, 

Finance, Mutual Ministry, Property, 
FACE, Capital Campaign

Sharing Space
TOPS, AA, Aphasia Support, Young Life

Getting Our House  
in Order Projects 

•  “Flat” roof sections replace with 
sloped roof and new gutters 

• Repair any structural damage due 
to leaks 

• Heating/cooling systems review 
with maintenance plan 

• “Family” restroom-single stall, room 
for nursing moms 

• Parsonage roof replaced 
• New Flooring for north and south 

classroom hallways 
• Repair dishwasher & sanitizer 

along with damaged flooring 
• Pay down the mortgage on Farm 

House & Parsonage 

• Tithe…practice good stewardship 
+5% mission project beyond RLC  
+ 5% for RLC new ministries

Getting Our House  

RLC Capital Campaign



Did You Know That RLC Has A Single's Dinner Every Month?
It happens on the 3rd Thursday of each month.

This month - Thursday, September 19th @ 5:30pm.
If you are interested in attending, please contact Shirley Piel 

for a reservation.  (#503-255-5696)

Food is one of any culture’s most enduring (and endearing) aspects.  Which food has 
been part of your family’s traditions for years? Could it be lutefisk, crepes, 
enchiladas, borscht, or baklava?  Please share it with the RLC family at its 

“Taste of Heritage” on Saturday, September 14th @ 6:00pm.
Of course, food is only one part of culture.  Stories, humor, games, and music are other 
enduring cultural aspects.  These also will be part of our “Taste of Heritage” evening 

together.  It promises lots of food and fun.  So, register now the food you plan to bring 
and the country it represents by signing up on the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall.

“Taste of Heritage” 
Food and Fun on September 14th

What are your ethnic roots?  Do they lie in Europe, 
Asia, or Africa?  As a nation of immigrants, it is fair 

to ask, “When did your family immigrate to this land?” 
Which national customs and characteristics 

remain a part of you?

Introduction to Line Dancing… 
right here at RLC starting Thursday September 19th, 6:00-7:00pm

If you have ever wanted to line dance and just don’t know the basics, then this is 
for you! Line Dancing will be held in The Fellowship Hall the 3rd Thursday of every 

month, beginning September 19th, from 6:00-7:00pm.  
The sessions are designed for those who have little or no experience in line 
dancing, but all experienced dancers are welcome too. We will focus on basic 

steps and patterns and simple dances.  
In addition to great fun and exercise, you’ll gain greater endurance, increased 

strength, better balance and improved cognitive abilities.  

For smoother and easier dancing, we recommend dancing in boots or shoes 
with felt or leather sole. Bring a bottle of water.  

Questions? Please contact Judy Crook or Judy Yudt 
There is a sign up sheet in the Fellowship Hall.  



MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

        The 2019 RLC Harvest Party will be held 
      on Friday, October 25th from 6:30-8:30pm 
            Games, Cake Walk, Photo Booth,  
          Trunk or Treat and a Scary Lodge! 
                                        We need donations of wrapped candy  
        and VOLUNTEERS.  Please see Jerry           
          Sharpe with questions or to sign up. 

The R4 Capital Campaign 
RLC’s R4 Capital Campaign began in 2011.  It was closed out in August 2019.  The 
original goal was $766,000-$891,000.  The actual amount contributed was $498,161.85.  
The R4 Campaign consisted of four pillars (goals): 
  1.  Fund the internship program for 2 years. 
  2.  Create a welcoming facility (remodel of the fellowship hall, bathrooms and office 
area). 
  3.  Worship center enhancements (sanctuary lighting, sound, and other improvements) 
  4.  Retire the debt on the mortgage 
Accomplishments: 

• 10% tithe to ELCA & local missions 
• Remodel of fellowship hall, restrooms and parish administrator’s office 
• Install energy efficient lighting in the sanctuary 
• Air conditioning for the sanctuary 
• Replaced some speakers in the sanctuary 
• Completed some landscape projects on the church property (1 tree removed, 

tree trimming, front cross cleaned, bark dust) 
• Replaced outside sign 
• Sanctuary Sound equipment 
• Screens in sanctuary 
• Security cameras 
• Chairs and tables 
• Entry and emergency lights 
• 3 computers 
• Paid $6,570 towards mortgage reduction 

Thank you to all who donated to the R4 fund.  Everyone who donated to this fund, 
made commitments over their commitment to the general operating fund for RLC.  As 
you can see, quite a bit was accomplished.  Also, thank you to the congregants who 
served on the R4 committee throughout the life of the Capital Fund.  If you have any 
questions regarding this fund, please contact me. 

Sue Hiersche 
RLC Treasurer 



1st    Brad Bakken 
   3rd    Noe Bodack-Barahona 
   4th    Robert Alegrete 
   6th    Adrienne Clausen 
  11th    Dean Bakken  
           Hank Yudt 
  12th    Linda Ruhnke 
  13th    Beverly Hansen 
  18th    Tom Petke 

   1st - Bill & Lu Ann Leonard    40 Years 
          Ward & Janice Spradlin 52 Years 
   3rd - Dwight & Yvonne Edman   58 Years 
   8th - Troy & Jodie Wittren    29 Years 
  12th - John & Tagone McNassar   27 Years 
  25th - Ben & Lindy Fredericks   54 Years 

19th     Sandy Anderson 
  23rd     Mary Brown 
            Kent Effinger  
            Denise Hanson 
            Joanne Reams 
  26th     Lee Prothe 
  27th     Thelma Erlendson 
            Gary Sutherland 
  28th     Yvonne Edman 

 Photo Directory Phone Update: 

Terri King - #503-957-6136
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Lawyer
James C. Niedermeyer

Simple Will $75.00
Injuries • Family Law • Accidents 

Inheritances • Probate • Trusts 
Social Security Disability • Real 
Estate Bankruptcy • Immigration

503-233-8550
Toll Free 1-877-233-8550

1111 SE Stephens • Portland
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Quilting to Connect ….  
To connect YOU with Veterans and their families, and to connect Veterans with the 

wonderful people of RLC, but we need you to get involved!!   

2019 QUILTING TO CONNECT SCHEDULE 
In September we are finishing up a little project for the ministry fair.  If you would 

like to help talk to Beth Papasadero, Dixie Antle, Cheryl Beam, or Diane Kern 

Have you bought your tickets for Veteran’s Sunday drawing on November 10th

Get your tickets today for a chance to win 1st prize a quilt, 2nd prize a Christmas table 
cloth & napkins or 3rd prize placemats, napkins & small table cloth.   

ONLY $2.00 Each 

September 28 - Sewing and plooming 
October 13 – November 24 Sell Holiday Wreaths 

October 19 - Finishing projects for Veterans Day and the Holidays  
November 10 - Veteran’s Sunday, SOS breakfast, display, drawings, and presentations. 

In Late November we will have a baking Friday & Saturday.  Goods will go to Fire 
Department down the street, Shepherd’s door, Fisher House and in packages 

 sent overseas and in the Christmas family boxes. 

 For more information or to get involved PLEASE contact Dixie @ 503/253-4821 
or text 503/314-6445  email: TheLadyIII@outlook.com

Looking forward to talking to you SOON

We are looking into doing a flag retirement in October 

   RLC September  
Mission of The Month
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