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   RLC’s Next “Drive-In” Worship is 
scheduled for Sunday, October 11th 

Hope You Can Join Us! 

  If you are interested in helping out that day,  
please let Kym know. 

Same Place ~ Portland Christian Parking Lot     
                         12425 NE San Rafael St. 

                   Same Time ~ 10:30am 
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From the Pasture:   

Sometimes just hitting your head against 
a tree makes more sense than trying to 
figure out the world around us. 

As I write this, here is what is going on: 
• Roof project has started with lots of noise, a few mishaps, insurance 

negotiations, safely getting children in and out of the building, no power to 
the south hallway & Tree Room, lots of questions I have no answers for, etc. 

• Fires have caused more devastation than in any year previously; hazardous 
air quality, entire valleys, small communities and towns gone, evacuations, 
death toll is rising, friends have lost everything, etc. 

• Too many new books about what and when the president knew the full 
impact of…the coronavirus, Russian interference in elections, etc. 

• Starting to plan for worship and fall weather, worship and Christmas, worship 
with the homebound, etc. 

• The national election is in 30 some days. All sides are creating doomsday 
scenarios if the other side gets elected. 

• Pervasive low-level depression we are experiencing from family, friends, 
members and strangers. 

• Failing behind on lots of church administrative work not getting nor the 
follow up with homebound nor family stuff at home, etc. 

• Grandchildren stuff with Harry back home from surgery and facing more 
chemo and therapy for months to come; more helped needed with school 
started, etc. 

• Transition Team working on their report to council and congregation before 
starting the Ministry Site Profile. 

• Negotiating space usage and needs of our ministry partners in the building 
and out. 

That apple tree in the pasture is looking pretty inviting. 

We are all facing challenges these days many of which are not normal or even in 
our capacity to resolve.  So here are some thoughts on some of these things. 

1) VOTING—Voting in the midst of strong divisions in this country (and with 
family and friends) can be difficult.  We hear that most folks have made up their 
minds.  My encouragement is VOTE—it is a right and a privilege.  As I have said 
before, let Christ be at the table with you as you mark those ballots.  Christ 
Jesus brings deep insights into how we are to live with each other.  By his 
actions, he shows where he stands on the issues of his day and ours. 



        Wednesday Bible Study
 With Professor Ben Nickodemus

     Join us at 11:00am for a Live Stream Bible Study & Zoom  
     Conversation.  The Zoom invite will come by mailchimp  
     on Tuesday each week.  You can also join anytime after  
     6:00pm for a YouTube recording of the morning session  
    @ www.rlcpdx.net. 

                        Where Were The Gentiles In The New Testament? 

 October 7 – Ruth 4 
 October 14 – III Isaiah 
 October 21 – III Isaiah 
 October 28 – New Testament and the Gentiles – Gospel of Matthew 
 November 4 – New Testament and the Gentiles - Paul 

2) LISTEN—This is one of the best gifts you can give another person who is 
stressed or depressed.  Try to listen without judgement and do not try to solve 
their problems unless they ask for help. 

3) LIFE…YOU DON’T HAVE TO FIT EVERYTHING ON YOUR PLATE—figure out what 
you can and cannot do.  There is always more that “should be done” than what 
you will ever actually accomplish.  Be kind to yourself, acknowledging your 
limitations without guilt or shame.   

4) SAY YES WHEN YOU CAN—We can find ourselves in group situation when 
someone needs to step up, it may just happen that sometimes it is you.  Rule of 
thumb:  15-20% of the people in a group do around 80-85% of the work of the 
group.  Don’t be afraid to step up when the need is there. 

5) RESURRECTION’S TRANSITION HAS ALREADY STARTED—When I mention that 
we have eight months remaining, some folks respond with “I don’t want to talk 
about that!” Denial is not just a river in Egypt (“De” Nile).  The transition work has 
been happening for 8 ½  months. We are on track with what the congregation saw 
at the Annual Meeting. We will keep you informed of where we stand in this work. 

These are difficult times.  People are at risk.  People are overwhelmed.  We are all 
about searching for God in the midst of it all because God really is there. 

So…be kind…to yourself and others. 

        Pastor Mike 

http://www.rlcpdx.net
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We have finally started the RLC Roof  Project (Getting Our House In Order)!
Construction began in mid-September, but with all the smoke in  

the area, they had to stop work for a week.  

The four pictures below are just the first steps. We'll share next month  
additional photos and construction updates.  

For those that might be driving to RLC, only the south entrance is available to  
enter and exit. You will find a fence across the north exit driveway.  

The fence will stay this way until the project is complete.   

Stay Safe and Many Blessings, Ben Fredericks, Council President



Gratitude……A Message From Your Stewardship Team 

I know what it is to have little, and I know what it is to have plenty. In any and all 
circumstances I have learned the secret of being well-fed and of going hungry, of 
having plenty and of being in need. I can do all things through him who strengthens 
me. — Philippians 4:11-13


Christian stewardship is rooted in gratitude.  Gratitude can be a spiritual practice, a 
conscious choice to count one’s blessings, an intentional decision to give thanks for 
God’s gift of life.  People who practice gratitude are not immune from sorrow or 
misfortune. They suffer setbacks and disappointments like everyone else. Grateful 
individuals, however, do not let sorrow or misfortune define them. Even in the midst of 
difficulties they are able to see and appreciate small moments of goodness and beauty.


Gratitude is the key to contentment. In his letter to the Philippians Paul describes 
contentment as having learned the “secret of being well-fed and of going hungry, of 
having plenty and of being in need.” A grateful heart recognizes that all of life is a gift 
and focuses on what is right rather than on what is wrong. Paradoxically, this posture 
of openness creates a receptivity to goodness that allows blessing to flow freely.


Gratitude is also the key to generosity. All too often, anxiety and the fear of not 
having enough, keep us from the joy of generosity. The grateful individual is defined, 
not by scarcity, but by the abundance of a good and gracious God. No longer defined 
by fear, they are able to freely receive and freely give.  Let us choose the life that is 
truly life. Let us choose gratitude.


RLC Stewardship Team: 

    Mary Rix, Lee Prothe, Cheryl Beam & Diane Lafrenz


Photo Directory Phone Update: 

Lorna Ewell 
New cell #971-284-6952 

(No home phone anymore)



Transition Team Update


Your Transition Team was organized in May.  Our task was to begin the first steps 
to prepare for the calling of a new pastor next year.  We are not the call 
committee.  We are the “prep team” for that process.  Our job involves a lot of 
listening.  We have heard you!  In June, we started listening sessions via small 
groups, zoom sessions and individual phone calls with members of the congregation 
using three questions as our primary focus.


1.  What inspires or excites you at Resurrection Lutheran Church?


2.  What do you think the Spirit wants for RLC over the next 10 years?


3.  What do you think the Spirit wants from RLC over the next 10 years?


Thank you!  Over 50 members contributed to the conversation.  In July and August, 
we expanded the conversation to include elder members and shut-in’s, frequent 
visitors and new members, community partners, staff, and other neighboring 
religious congregations.  Many people generously shared their thoughts with us 
regarding how they think RLC is doing or what they like about RLC and what they 
see as our community’s needs.    We have spent some time summarizing these 
conversations.  Over the next couple of months, we will continue to discern what 
we have heard.  Our goal is to communicate those conversation summaries to you 
and to prepare the Ministry Site Profile document.  That document will be submitted 
to the Council in December 2020 for approval and then to the congregation for 
approval at the annual meeting in January 2021 before it is submitted to the Synod 
to start the call process.


To give you a sense of what we have heard so far, we want to share these 
thoughts:


1.  Our congregation is in a good place.  Members are happy with our worship, our 
financial stability, and our ability to be flexible during the pandemic.  Many people 
have stepped up to leadership roles in various areas.  We have worked on improving 
our relationships.


2.  Congregants are open to grow and reach out in terms of membership and 
service to the community.  Congregants are listening to what God is calling them to 
do.


A sampling of some suggestions that have come out of the listening sessions 
are:


-“Be God’s voice in the community.”




-We need to learn how we can live into our welcome statement.


-Do not lose the momentum for all the gains we have made while Pastor Mike has been 
leading us.


-Continue to find ways to connect with other organizations to have a bigger impact on 
service in the community.


-Encourage and support leadership growth.


-Be open to grow spiritually and socially.  To address aspects of God in a wholistic 
manner.  Embrace our differences.  “To have strength and capacity to face challenging 
mechanics of change.”


-Engage in healthy discussions regarding justice and equity.


-Become comfortable with uncomfortable conversations.


From the listening sessions, some of the questions we are asking and praying about 
are:


-How can RLC live more fully into the new Welcome Statement?


-How might justice and equity work become more deeply engaged in our congregation?


-What kind of changes do we need to make as a congregation to open our church to 
the diversity of our community (age, ethnicity, abilities, etc.)?


-How can our congregation become comfortable with uncomfortable conversations?


-How can we lift and support new and existing leaders as we prepare for a pastoral 
change?


We would ask you to pray about these questions and for our congregation with us.  
Thank you again for sharing your thoughts with us.


     Pastor Terry Moe  503-702-5453            tmoex1@gmail.com


     Chris Foley   503-568-2038            foleychris04@gmail.com 


     Judy Wheeler         360-606-4222           judywheeler45@yahoo.com


     Geoff Gifford         503-288-1964            ggifford@gmail.com


     Sue Hiersche         503-351-0205            shiersche@aol.com


     Brenda Sue Pennie        512-468-7404            sbrenpen44l@gmail.com


mailto:tmoex1@gmail.com
mailto:foleychris04@gmail.com
mailto:judywheeler45@yahoo.com
mailto:ggifford@gmail.com
mailto:shiersche@aol.com
mailto:sbrenpen44l@gmail.com
mailto:tmoex1@gmail.com
mailto:foleychris04@gmail.com
mailto:judywheeler45@yahoo.com
mailto:ggifford@gmail.com
mailto:shiersche@aol.com
mailto:sbrenpen44l@gmail.com




Quilting for Vets… connecting YOU with Veterans and their families,  
and Veterans with the wonderful people of RLC.  

But we need you to get involved!! 
  

2020 Has been a Rough year 

The team is Beth Papasadero, Dixie Antle, Melanie Beltane,  
Diane Kern and Cheryl Beam 

We are still very busy during all of this turmoil and upheaval!  We have continued to 
create quilts, pillowcases, mug rugs and more.  We are in desperate need of more 

cotton, cotton mix quilting fabrics, flannel, polar fleece, bulk on roll batting, quilting 

thread and rotary blades.  Of course, gift cards to JoAnn’s and cash always help 😊 .  
We appreciate more than you know all donations. 

Our biggest fundraiser has been cancelled and there will be no Veterans Sunday 
program. ☹  In an ever changing environment there are still many needs among our 

service members, veterans and their families.   In an effort to cover a small part of this 
need we are going to add a “store” to our website.  You will be able to purchase mug 
rug sets, napkins, lap quilts, baby quilts, and more items as they become available. 
(we would love suggestions)  Also you will be able to purchase your Holiday wreath 

on the website.  Currently the website is up but has not been updated since we 
began.  With a little training, we hope, to have it up by the 1st of October for your 

Holiday shopping and gifts for any occasion or YOURSELF!  We Have Only begun!!!   
PLEASE check it out.  www.Quiltingforvets.org

We have been unable to deliver our quilts to the Veterans Hospital due to the Covid 
19 concerns.  But we have sent boxes to deployed troops, given assistance to 

displaced vets, given honors to those who have paid the ultimate sacrifice, and 
helped many soldier’s families.  This year for the holiday season we will strive to 

provide food boxes for some of the soldiers returning home to very uncertain 
outlooks.  We will be putting out a list of needs in October and November to fill the 

boxes of blessings, wishes and needs. 

For more information or to get involved PLEASE call or text Dixie @ 503/314-6445   
or email: TheLadyIII@outlook.com.  You can always contact one of the team 
members as well.   

                                   Looking forward to Talking  to you SOON😊  
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 18th     Kathy Brose 
           Betty Nelson                        
 20th     Melanie Beltane 
 23rd     Bill Leonard     
 24th     Judy Crook 
 27th     Ainsley Dolton 
           Diane Kern Roy 
           Leslie Sawyer 
 31st     Ruth Porter 

     2nd      Ron & Karen Herreid   20 Years 
     8th      Richard & Joann Johnson        43 Years 
    16th     James & Dian Kern Roy        44 Years 

 3rd     Mike Ritchie 
          Elizabeth Weinberger 
 4th     Joan Wussow 
 6th     Brenda Sue Pennie 
          Mary Ellen Summer 
 9th     Carlotta Flink 
          James Upton 
11th     Trevor Tangen 
14th     Lorna Kershaw 
16th     Justin Weinberger 



RESURRECTION LUTH.  CHURCH WOULD L IKE TO THANK THESE BUSINESSES FOR MAKING OUR NEWSLETTER POSSIBLE
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Lawyer
James C. Niedermeyer

Simple Will $75.00
Injuries • Family Law • Accidents 

Inheritances • Probate • Trusts 
Social Security Disability • Real 
Estate Bankruptcy • Immigration

503-233-8550
Toll Free 1-877-233-8550

1111 SE Stephens • Portland
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