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	From	the	Pasture:			
						Last Thoughts…Part	II



The	Joy	Circle	is	pleased	to	announce	that	its	third	m 

The Joy Circle is pleased to announce that its third meeting of 2021 
will be held in the Luther Lodge on Friday, May 21st @ 10:00am.   

We will have fellowship time of coffee and cookies  
(served by COVID guidelines) followed by the  

"annual intergenerational devotional by the Rev. Violet Little"  
led by Orpha Neils.  

All women of the church are invited to attend because the  
Joy Circle is open to all ages.  Jobs and parenting, we know,  
may prohibit attendance for some.  However, we would be  

happy to welcome you if you would like to join us.

SAVE THE DATE…. 
May 9th (Mother’s Day) @ 10:30am 

RLC will have it’s first  
Lawn Chair Worship! 

Bring your lawn chairs and umbrella’s if 
you wish, and let’s Worship together! 

Stay tune for more details… 





 

THANK YOU PASTOR MIKE!!
So many things have changed over the past year, but one thing has remained the 
same:  Pastor Mike has been a friend and supporter of our Community Ministry 
Team outreach.  In countless way, he has helped us get to “yes”.   

Just a few highlights from the past 18 months: 

• Encouraging and participating in the Shepherd’s Door guided tour and 
orientation 

• Encouraging and writing the letter of support for Portland Rescue Mission  
ELCA Hunger Grant Application 

• Saying “yes” to our special appeal for Habitat for Humanity last year  
• Encouraging our support of GOHIO  donations in 2020.  The tithe from 

these gifts made possible our generous bonus gifts to worthy community 
ministries at year’s end.  What a blessing!   

Most of all, thank you, Pastor Mike, for being such a wonderful guide and bridge 
to the work of ministry ahead.  May the peace of Christ  be with you and your 
entire family in the years to come! 

Thank you! 

The Community Ministry Team    

Beloved Pastor Mike, what an honor it has been to be part of the team at RLC under 
your leadership!  You have taught us so much.  As Church Council members we have 
learned how to listen to each other with open ears and hearts.  We have seen you model 
compassion without judgement for our human foibles.  As a result, we have begun to 
really see each other and appreciate the gifts each of us at RLC brings to the fold.  You 
have, indeed, been our Pastor, in every meaning of the word. Now it is our turn to love 
you by letting you go.  There is no way to adequately thank you for all you have done for 
us; from “getting our house in order”, to providing uplifting and fulfilling worship, to 
overseeing our personal and congregational spiritual needs.  And, quite literally, you put 
a roof over our heads!  What more could any people ask?  Our prayer for you is that you 
experience contentment and gratification in this next phase of your life - and ministry, 
for we know you will never stop caring for God’s people. 

Blessings from Your Resurrection Family 



 

When Pastor Mike came to us, those few short years ago, he said we need to have some 
fun and there should be a committee to see to it. 

So “TA DA”  the FACE COMMITTEE was born.  
               (Fun at Church Every-time) 
We have had: 
Valentine Parties 
Bingo Parties 
St. Patrick’s Day Parties 
Easter Parties (an Easter Bunny even showed up)  
Ladies Luncheon’s 
Chili Cook Off’s 
Block Party (invited the whole neighborhood) 
Halloween Parties (Children trick or treated out of car trunks) 
Christmas Parties (Lady Winter came to hand out goodies) 
Plus our regular Lutheran Pot Lucks. 

While we did some of these things in the past, Pastor Mike gave us the Zeal and Zest to 
really get into it.  Plus he came and supported everything. 

We thank him so very much for all he has done to bring our church back to life. 
We wish him a very long and happy retirement. 

The FUN-Face Committee 

Working with Pastor Mike these last three years has been sheer joy! 

Through his leadership and guidance we have grown as individuals and as a 
committee, completing many important tasks for the church. 

Most of all he has shown us how to be there to support and take care of our 
wonderful staff. Having staff appreciation lunches has been very enjoyable. 

Pastor Mike, so sad to say our goodbyes especially since we have lost a year 
of sharing our time together due to Covid. You are so appreciated for all 
your hard work you have done for our church family. We have been blessed to 
have you as our Pastor. 

May you enjoy your much deserved retirement. 

Personnel Committee, 
Diane Kern, Sharon Felbinger, Leslie Sawyer & Judy Wheeler



A word of thanks from RLC’s Finance Committee….. 
  
Over the last 5-6 years, RLC’s Finance Committee along with several congregation members 
began to tackle our struggling financial situation and put some processes and procedures in 
place to better monitor our financial situation and work on improving our financial standing.  

Improvement doesn’t happen overnight.  When Pastor Keys arrived at RLC, he challenged us 
to keep moving forward and pick up the pace.  He encouraged us to address uncomfortable 
issues like our leaky roof situation.  His leadership and church relationship building skills 
and experience helped lead us bravely forward to plan and execute two successful capital 
campaigns to finance the new roof and other long overdue maintenance issues at RLC.  For 
this, we as the finance committee are extremely grateful.   

All the while this has been occurring, Pastor Mike has encouraged us to strengthen our 
personal relationships and our relationship with God.  His example has led the way in this 
relationship building from the very beginning, even before he officially arrived.  Before his 
arrival at RLC after he had accepted the call, he began meeting one on one with 
congregants.  He encouraged us to strengthen our relationships with one on ones.  We are 
very appreciative of his support and attention to those in need in our congregation and 
community.  He has supported our friends and members who cannot easily attend church on 
a regular basis and participate in the active life of our congregation.  This is a great 
example for all of us.   

In addition to Pastor Mike’s living example and leadership, his talented and generous family 
has been an added bonus.  His wife Barb and several of his children have shared their skills 
and talents with us.  What a wonderful gift!   

Thank you Keys family!  Many blessings to all of the Keys family in the future.  Please know 
your RLC family will remain grateful for your skills, talents, leadership and 
contribution to our congregation and community.  Go in Peace! 

Finance Committee, 
Joyce Gibson, Leslie Sawyer, Troy Wittren, Bill Leonard & Sue Hiersche 

Thank you, Pastor Mike. It has been such a pleasure to serve on the Mutual Ministry 
committee supporting you these last 3 years. It was an honor to listen to your 
concerns, give feedback and celebrate with you. Also be the voice of the congregation and 
get to know you both as a Pastor and a person. You are thoughtful, caring, joyous and 
appreciative. You have been a huge encourager, a true disciple of God and an amazing soul. 
We wish nothing but the best for you as you move on to your next adventure. Blessings on 
you and your family. We will truly miss you! Peace! 



A Thank You From The Stewardship Committee~ 

Pastor Mike: 

Thank you for resurrecting RLC’s stewardship committee in 2020. 
Thank you for teaching and challenging us to be good stewards of all of God’s creation 
that He has entrusted to our care. Thank you for helping us communicate to the 
congregation that stewardship is much more than asking for money at an annual pledge 
drive in the Fall. 

RLC’s stewardship theme this year is “Joy Through Unexpected Blessings! with emphasis 
on the words: Grateful, Grace, Rejoice, and Abundance.”  

We think this pretty well describes our journey with you as well. Though perhaps not 
unexpected, you have brought us joy and are a blessing. 

Grateful – Forever grateful for the opportunity to pray, learn, and serve this ministry 
with you. 

Grace – We thank you for grace shown us when it was not asked for or deserved but 
freely given by you. 

Rejoice – How can we not rejoice and be delighted that it was our good fortune to have 
you as our Pastor at Resurrection Lutheran? 
                  
Abundance – Recognizing whatever we need, God has provided. He called you to RLC at 
the time our congregation needed you.    

Heartfelt thanks to Barbara and you for your faithful service to Resurrection Lutheran. 
We will be forever grateful for your tireless dedication, all the ways you touched our 
lives, and all the love you’ve shown us. 

“Behold, I will do something new, Now it will spring forth…” 
Isaiah 43:19 

Go forth bravely…step into the unknown. God will be with you.  
Blessings in Retirement! 

Current Stewardship members; 
     Cheryl Beam, Diane Lafrenz, Lee Prothe, and Mary Rix 



 

RLC MISSION 

OF THE MONTH

Zarephath Kitchen and Pantry is a community outreach program housed in Gresham, 
Oregon providing food for low-income families and the homeless in the Gresham, 
Troutdale, Wood Village, Fairview and surrounding areas.  Zarephath Kitchen and 
Pantry was established in 1985 with the mission to feed the hungry in the greater 
Gresham Area. 

Remember you can make a donation to our Mission of the Month 
on our website @ www.rlcpdx.net.  

Thank you for your continued support of the RLC Mission of the Month!

A Thank You From The Living Memorial and Endowment Committee (LMEC) 

Pastor Mike: 

Thank you for your leadership and serving as an advisor to LMEC over the past 
three years. Our committee is entrusted with reviewing investments, making good 
financial decisions around memorial gifts, and approving disbursements of a portion 
of the interest earned from the corpus of the endowment fund.  

You challenged us to communicate more and make the congregation aware of the 
work of the committee. You led “The Final Test’ series of classes providing 
members with information around end of life decisions, organ donation, estate and 
funeral planning.  

Your business acumen was invaluable in educating and guiding us to make financial 
decisions in the best interest of Resurrection Lutheran. Memorials, gifts, and the 
endowment fund enable leaving a legacy for RLC and doing mission and ministries 
that would not otherwise be possible.  

We know about giving gifts as a legacy. Planting a seed that will grow and benefit 
those in the future. Your presence has been a gift, a legacy left with us, and for 
that, we are forever grateful.  

Now, as the next chapter in your life begins, may God continue to richly bless 
Barbara and you. Enjoy your well-earned, well-deserved retirement together.  

Current LMEC members; 
Audrey Holm and Mary Rix (Co-Chairs), Bill Leonard, Tom Lindberg, Mike 
Ritchie, Rhonda Rogers, and Janice Spradlin 

http://www.rlcpdx.net
http://www.rlcpdx.net




3rd Don Getman

 Braxton Molinari

4th John McNassar

5th Beth Papasadero

9th Cheryl Beam

10th Tiffany Tangen

12th Karson Cardenas

13th Pastor Mike


15th  Heidi Barz

  Jonathan Bontty 

16th  Kym Tangen

  Judy Yudt 
20th  Sandy Getman 
21st  Jim Geiter 
22nd  Kathi Holmes 
26th  Elmo Whitney 
30th  Iris Nickodemus 

10th    Jim Geiter & Melanie Beltane     6 Years 

24th   Pastor Mike & Barbara Keys     41 Years 

24th   Kevin Kahl & Annette Kienberger    13 Years 

31st   Habib & Brielle Almarzoug      1 Year 

HAPPY  
       BIRTHDAY!

      HAPPY  
       ANNIVERSARY!



May Stewardship Message…

REJOICE AND BE GLAD


That they may know from the rising of the sun to its setting that there is none 
besides Me. I am the Lord, and there is no other.   ~Isaiah 45:6


When you wake up in the morning, what thoughts roam through your mind? Are you filled 
with a pessimistic outlook? Or do you arise with a lively, ready-to-start-the-day attitude, 
trusting in the Lord? Typically, the way you start your day greatly determines the quality 
of the rest of it. An optimistic view does wonders for your soul and for those around you. 
Your approach to daily life either works for you or against you — and it’s a decision God 
allows you to make for yourself.

"This is the day the Lord has made. We will rejoice and be glad in it." Psalm 118:24 (NLT)


How do you regain your joy and turn on a positive attitude? 

1. CONFESS SIN … This allows you to experience the forgiveness of your sins and permits 
refreshing times with God to flow again (Acts 3:19). Confession is a vital part of dealing 
with a complaining or critical spirit.

2. CULTIVATE GLADNESS    Be happy when God blesses others and rejoice with them 
(Romans 12:15-16). Be willing to give others a helping hand.

3. CONFIDENCE IN GOD… Don’t allow the enemy to bring you down when God is lifting you 
to higher ground. There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ (Romans 8:1-2). Be 
diligent to start your day with him, having a positive mindset and gladness in your heart.

4. CUT BACK… Trim back on commitments that you don't feel God is asking you to make. 
Delight yourself in the Lord (Psalm 37:4) and ask him to make known what matters most. Be 
mindful that the joy of the Lord is within you (Psalm 28:7), not in people, places, position, 
or achievements.

5. CONSIDER SEEKING HELP… God’s desire is for you to be whole in body, mind, soul, and 
spirit (Psalm 31:7). If your spirit is crushed, it may be wise to seek professional help so you 
can be healed and gladly proceed forward in life.


6. CHANGE YOUR THINKING, COUNT YOUR BLESSINGS, CONTINUOUSLY PRAY

Cultivating a positive mindset and thankful heart and praying throughout the day will allow 
you to rejoice and be glad in it (Philippians 4:6-9).  … “It is no use to grumble and complain; 
It's just as cheap and easy to rejoice; When God sorts out the weather and sends rain - 
Why, rain's my choice.” James Whitcomb Riley.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+3:19&version=NIV%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+12:15-16&version=NIV%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8:1-2&version=NIV%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+37:4&version=NIV%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+28:7&version=NLV%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+31:7&version=NIV%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+4:6-9&version=NIV%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+3:19&version=NIV%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+12:15-16&version=NIV%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+28:7&version=NLV%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+31:7&version=NIV%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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