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Saturday, May 19th
A night of magical entertainment
featuring our very own Todd Marston
tickling the ivories.
Prepare to be surprised as we
introduce special guest musicians.
We’ll take you back to yester-year
to a time when musicals were
the Sunday night movie.
Tickets still available!

C & M Publications is the printer of the Herald. The business relationship is very simple and convenient. The Herald is prepared as we always have. However, after our final proof is confirmed our
print file is sent electronically to C & M for printing. The Herald will be returned ready for mailing with mailing labels 48 hours later. All at no cost to Resurrection Church, made possible through
the support of our local sponsors found on page eleven.
We encourage you to read the businesses listed and use them for your personal needs whenever possible. Let them know where you saw their ad. Should you have a business and desire to reach your
congregation with your ad message, please call Chris McAdams directly at: 951.776.0601. Thank you.

From the Interim Pastor’s Desk—
My time as your interim pastor is drawing to a close. May 6 will be my last day with you. It has
been seventeen months and three weeks. I told the council at the beginning that I have never
served the exact length of time that has been set on the various “Letters of Agreement” that I
have signed as an interim pastor. But this has come the closest!
A lot of hard work had been done during these months. The excellent Transition Team did a
fantastic job. We met week after week, asking questions, exploring ideas, reflecting, assessing,
analyzing, listening for the voice of the Holy Spirit. There were several significant “aha” moments
that shaped the writing for the Ministry Site Profile. And then the Call Committee was formed and
they began meeting each week, working from the foundation that was laid by the Transition Team to
seek the pastor whom God would call to serve Resurrection for this next phase of your life as a
community of faith.
The congregational meeting on April 15 voted to extend a Letter of Call to Pastor Michael Keys.
This is cause to rejoice! The end of this interim time is at hand.
But notice, I said, “the end of this interim time.” In many ways, the story of a congregation is a
story of a series of interim times, transition times; for change is always present. It is good and
right to rejoice that Pastor Mike will be your new partner in ministry. But it’s not the end of hard
work.
When I arrive at any interim site, I can be sure that I will find some level of anxiety, because
change brings anxiety. When Pastor Mike arrives, there will be at least some anxiety. I guarantee
that he will do at least a few things differently than I do them. You’ve gotten used to me. But I
will be gone. What changes will he bring? Change is constant and anxiety is normal. The question
really is: how do we respond to anxiety? We can feed anxiety and let it grow until it either causes
us to lash out, or paralyzes us. Or we can try to stuff it down and let it come out sideways, which
can take the form of complaining or talking behind people’s backs. Or we can recognize it,
acknowledge it, and work through it by embracing the change. One of my goals for any interim is to
help people develop constructive ways to respond to anxiety or stress. I hope that you will respond
well to whatever the future brings.
I pray that this interim time has been a time that has prepared you for both the joys and the
challenges that will come. I pray that you will continue to use the insights of the Transition Team
and the revelations from the Vitality Survey to grow into the future. Don’t let the Ministry Site
Profile be relegated to a file drawer. Let it guide you. Let the Holy Spirit guide you.
I leave you with this: “I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will
bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ.” Philippians 1:6
Pastor Sue Seiffert

Men’s Monday Morning Manna
@ 7:00am in the Luther Lodge

Thursday Morning Prayer Time
with Pastor Roger
11:30am in the RLC Chapel

JOY CIRCLE will meet on Wednesday, May 16th
@ 10:00am in the Luther Lodge
Study Leader: Yvonne Edman
Hostess: Pat Paul
We hope you can join us for some goodies, coffee,
fellowship and sharing of the Word.

Thursday, May 24th - Join us @ Stark Street Pizza (SE 92nd & Stark)
Buy dinner and enjoy fellowship @ 6:00pm,
more structured discussion from 7:00 to 8:00pm.
Topic: Stained Glass? Modular Furniture?
Physical Space and Christian Witness
The late, great Lutheran theologian Joseph Sittler once reflected that “[t]oo many churchrelated buildings look like they could just as well house some insurance company….I don’t know
how we stumbled into the stupidity we have committed whereby we affirm grace and create
banality, affirm beauty and create ugliness. It makes no sense at all.” Commenting further on
the arts and the church, he queried, “[i]s the result of being devout that one becomes
intellectually and aesthetically insensitive so that the actualities of this world are no longer
available to us?” Sittler’s words have your friendly local ToT facilitator wondering: how might
the church best reflect God in the world, aesthetically speaking? Cathedrals: yay or nay? Do
we lose something when we replace pews and spires with conference chairs—or do we see
benefits to a different type of church aesthetic? Does the type of physical space we create
matter?

Hope to see you there!

2018 RLC Book Sale
This year’s sale will be held on
Friday, June 1st & Saturday, June 2nd
9:00am to 3:00pm.
Donations of books, puzzles, games, CD's,
DVD's, and kids books/games are needed.
Please see Jerry Sharpe if you have
donations. The funds will go
toward Outreach events.

Connecting With Vets has a few projects for YOU to get involved with
at the church.
1.

Help us make Plarn! You don’t have to know how, we’ll teach you. It
can be done while your watch tv, sit on the porch or in the back
yard…anywhere. All you need is a pair of scissors!

2. Once we have a bunch of plarn balls we will set up the loom and will
need help to Loom the plastic mats for homeless vets.
3. We need people to help with our quilting. You can join us once a
month and quilt, learn or be part of the group. You can pick up
fabric and cut it to our sizes (we’ll give you the list) and return
the cut pieces, you can place pieces and make “jelly rolls”, You can
tie the sewed quilts . We even have some fleece ones to tie…no
sew!
4. Make snacks and bring to our group and sit, talk and cheer us on at
one of our Saturday sew days.
5. Need help in planning our Veteran’s Sunday coming in November!
6. Need help arranging a Christmas boxes for Veteran families and
winter collection for homeless or near homeless vets.
For more information of to get involved PLEASE Call Dixie @
503/253-4821 or text 503/314-6445 email: TheLadyIII@outlook.com
Talk to you SOON😊

YouthWorks at RLC
If you’ve read my youth article then you know that I shared some thoughts regarding how
desperate the need is with what appears to be a homeless epidemic - not just in Portland but
across the entire nation.
In that article I raised the question “what can we do?” “How can we be Jesus and be the
church to those in need?” Resurrection may not have a bunch of resources and an endless
wealth of cash but what it does have is a building.
This summer Resurrection will be the host church for YouthWorks (YW), a non-profit short
term mission ministry. YouthWorks is not a new name to Resurrection as RLC has gone on
many mission trips with the YW ministry.
On May 26th the young adult leaders from YW will arrive at RLC. The leaders will make RLC
their home away from home and will be staying – sleeping here in both the “Faith
Factory” (high school Rm) and Refuge” (middle school Rm). Every week (with the exception
of July week July 1-7) beginning on June 17th and ending August 3rd a new wave of youth and
their adult leaders from throughout the nation will come to Resurrection and make it their
home away from home. Groups will arrive Sunday evenings and will leave on Friday morning.
Everyday each group will be working in the community, working on projects at Habitat,
SnowCap, and the Rockwood Boys and Girls Club. RLC will host a VBS with the group every
Wednesday evening and YouthWorks will feed us all. The RLC praise team has agreed to
rehearse on Wednesdays so we will end the evening with a quick community worship.
Everyone is invited.
To close up their experience, every Thursday the group will be downtown under the Burnside
Bridge, working alongside “Night Strike” feeding dinner to the homeless.
So needless to say our building will be very busy this summer as the entire facility will be
used to house our outside guests for 6 weeks during the summer (June 17th – Aug 3rd).
However the church Library will remain unoccupied so that we have a place to house all of
our inside and outside groups that meet at RLC. During this time we ask that you would
refrain from frequenting any of the church buildings as the groups will be sleeping,
changing, and living in our facility week after week. So please use caution any time you visit
the church campus.
If you have questions or concerns please contact Troy, otherwise we hope that you will
embrace this as another way that we can minister to the community, another way that we
can do youth ministry, and join us for food, fellowship and worship on Wednesday nights this
summer.

Presidential Ponderings….
It was a resounding YES! With a nearly unanimous vote of those attending our special meeting
on April 15, 2018; we eagerly voted to welcome Pastor Michael Keys as our new lead pastor at
Resurrection Lutheran Church. This call is seen as a new beginning. It is a chance to prove to
ourselves that we are indeed the pastoral church we believe, after months of soul searching and
work, to be.
It should also be a time of caution however, and reflection, on what will be the future of
Resurrection. Are we a church of people waiting to be rescued? Are we so damaged from our
past that we are relying on a knight in shining armor to come and save us? We need to be
cautious about saying and repeating things like “when Pastor Keys gets here, he’ll fix it” or “we’ll
leave that up to Pastor Keys” and not challenging ourselves. Challenging ourselves to recognize
that Pastor Mike Keys is not coming in to “fix us.” It is up to us to fix ourselves, it is up to US to
do the WORK.
We want more involvement in our church? That requires we GET INVOLVED!!! We want more
activities? That requires we not only help PLAN THEM but also ATTEND THEM!! Come join us, we
don’t bite. And remember, just because something is called a “Family” event doesn’t mean it’s
only limited to families with a Dad, Mom and 2.3 children – what makes up your family? I’m
single, I have a wonderful extended family but I don’t have the husband or children to bring
along. I had a great time at Family Camp last year, I bought my niece with me and had fun
hanging out with my church family. Your family might be you, your husband and your greatnephew or perhaps you and your roommate. Family is all in how you interpret it, all are always
welcome at Resurrection!
If we want to encourage more interaction and involvement between the first and second services,
we should use the middle fellowship time to our advantage. 9:15am service attendees stick
around for a bit, 11:15am attendees come a bit early – enjoy a snack, a delicious coffee from our
new espresso machine while supporting the youth and spend some quality time getting to know
your fellow congregants. Small talk not your thing? That’s fine, everyone has their comfort
levels – perhaps keep an eye out for our quarterly speakers from select missions of the month
where you can come, relax and learn more about our missions with no pressure to carry on a one
on one conversation. And don’t forget to make the effort to attend our combined 10am services
for a renewed sense of community and united musical experience!
One of the best ways to start to encourage more cross-congregational and cross-generational
interaction in our church will be committed involvement in our exciting new summer Vacation Bible
School venture this year. An evening, cross-generational designed program, in collaboration with
the AMAZING Youthworks volunteers who will be staying at our facility this summer and helping
out in our community, this will be an innovative way for our church members to interact with
these inspirational youth volunteers and their directors. A free meal provided for all by
Youthworks, along with Word inspired study, arts and crafts with the youth volunteers and a fun,
inspired worship to round out the evening will provide the Youthworks group, RLC adults and
youth a very unique VBS experience. Please plan on attending!
In all toil there is profit, but mere talk tends only to poverty.
Proverbs 14:23
In Christ,
Sara Ritchie, RLC Council President
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RLC May Mission of the Month
Rose Haven is a day shelter and community center serving women and
children of all ages, regardless of need. They have an open door policy,
and accept any woman in any condition who needs help. Staff and
volunteers form a compassionate and supportive team for women who
are traumatized by homelessness, abuse, and other disruptive life
challenges. Rose Haven is a safe, respectful environment where change
begins. They address basic needs, and help women build confidence and
sustainable lives for themselves. Through reflection of trust and mutual
respect, the foundation on which personal healing and healthy choice
making begin.
Thank you for your support!

