
 

             

    

ALL Are Welcome @ RLC For Sunday Worship: 
Contemporary Service @ 9:15am & Traditional Service @ 11:15am! 

 Pastor Joel Rothe                   Minister of Worship & Technology:  Troy Lutz
Parish Administrator:  Kym Tangen         Music Ministry:  Todd Marston

RLC Website:  www.rlcpdx.net ~ YouTube:  Resurrection PDX
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Palm Sunday, April 2nd - 9:15 & 11:15am Worship Services 

Maundy Thursday, April 6th - 7:00pm Worship Service 

Good Friday, April 7th - 7:00pm Jazz Worship Service 

Easter Sunday April 9th - 9:15 & 11:15am Worship Services 

We Hope You Can Join Us! 

We will also be live-streaming these Worship services.

http://www.rlcpdx.net
http://www.rlcpdx.net


“Listening & Looking For Signs of Resurrection Life” 
March 2023 

Dear Beloved Community of Resurrection: 

Our Lenten season has begun in a very unexpected and different way this year, with the largest 
one-day snowfall in Portland in 80 years cancelling our Ash Wednesday service, requiring us to 
consolidate and adapt our worship for our first Sunday in Lent, and more broadly shifting all of 
our routines, as school and activities were cancelled, and we spent an extended weekend 
largely watching the weather, the news reports and forecasts, and either embracing or lamenting 
the conditions.  Many of us became aware of the needs of our neighbors in different ways, those 
stuck on the roadways on Wednesday into Thursday, those who are unsheltered in our 
communities needing emergency resources, those still needing support to get to work or to 
watch kids without normal school or childcare.  Some of us were able to experience moments of 
childlike wonder at the beauty of the snow, or kids playing in ways they don’t get to very often 
here in Portland.  Unexpected events such as this bring about varied opportunities to be aware 
of what we are experiencing personally and collectively, jarring us out of our normal day-to-day 
routines and refocusing our attention. 

In that spirit, maybe it was a perfect way to begin the Lenten season – a period of time we 
intentionally change what we are doing in order to refocus us on Christ and signs of resurrection 
life among the realities of our existence.   

Throughout this season, we have five small groups that will be gathering to journey through Lent 
together.  I am thankful for the 38 people who signed up to participate, and I look forward to 
convening and guiding the groups as we get to know one another, and experiment with some 
spiritual practices.  Whether or not you are participating in a small group, I want to invite 
everyone in our congregation to practice one specific discipline that our small groups will be 
practicing.  It is a practice of “listening and looking for signs of life.” 

During this season, leading up to Easter, pick a specific outdoor spot somewhere where you 
live, or somewhere that you will be each day (maybe a place you walk daily, a place that is part 
of your routine, a window looking outside, a porch or courtyard, etc.).  Take time to intentionally 
visit that spot for five minutes each day.  During those five minutes (or longer…) pay attention to 
signs of life you may see, hear, feel, smell or taste.  Do you see something new popping out of 
the earth?  Do you hear a new bird song?  Do you feel the temperature changing?  Do you smell 
a new fragrance?  Listen, look and feel intentionally and deeply in that time you spend in that 
specific place.  How is the earth communicating to you?  Note what signs of life you are 
experiencing and paying attention to, and note what is changing throughout the season.  Note 
what this does in you.  What do you begin to feel or hear or see that may be important to 
recognize?   

If you have a smartphone or camera, take a picture of that place each day during Lent.  Go back 
at Easter and see what changes you have documented.  If you’d prefer, journal some notes 
about what you experience each day, or maybe even draw or sketch something you are paying 
attention to. 

Lent is certainly a time where we look inward, but also a season where we practice looking 
outward and noticing more carefully what God is doing, and how life is emerging in expected 
and unexpected ways.  I pray a discipline like this might activate your senses and awareness, 
and deepen your relationship with God’s creation, the natural world around us. 



While we take on personal spiritual disciplines such as this during the Lenten season, RLC will also be 
practicing intentional listening throughout our community. 

This Lenten season, the leadership of RLC has begun our listening season which was outlined at our 
annual meeting.  This season will include opportunities for conversation with RLC leaders in a variety of 
settings, including 1-1 relational meetings, focused cottage meetings, and larger congregational forums 
and discussions.   

The first phase of the listening season will be focused on 1-1 relational meetings which leaders from 
our council and nominating team will be inviting over the next month.  This first month of 1-1 
conversations will be centered around your experience of worship in our congregation, and what you 
hold as deeply meaningful in our worship life.  One of the outlined goals for our congregation this 
spring is to create a new worship schedule to support the development of the RLC community.  The 1-1 
conversations will give you a chance to talk with a leadership representative about your thinking and 
feelings about any possible changes to our worship life, including the possibility of moving from two 
worship services to one combined service on a long-term basis.   

We hope to be able to hold between thirty to forty 1-1 relational meetings in March.  We won’t be able 
to invite 1-1’s with everyone, but if you’d like an opportunity to speak with a leadership representative 
and have not been invited over the phone for one, please reach out to me at joel@rlcpdx.org or 
503-979-5994 and one can be set-up.  We will also have a series of cottage meetings available to 
attend to offer your input and learn more about possible changes in our worship life near the end of 
March if you aren’t able to have a 1-1 relational meeting.  More information about the cottage meeting 
schedule will be provided later in March.  We look forward to spending time in conversation with you 
and getting to know you better! 

And if you’re interested in being a part of one of our Lenten small groups, to deepen relationship with 
God, creation and one another, there’s still one last window to sign up.  We have five established 
groups which each have room for 2-3 additional people.  The meeting times and start dates for the 
small groups are as follows: 

Thursdays at 3:00pm Online on Zoom (Starting March 2nd) 
 

Tuesdays at 12:30pm In-Person @ RLC (Starting March 7th) 
 

Tuesdays at 6:30pm In-Person @ RLC (Starting March 7th) 
 

Wednesdays at 12:30pm In-Person @ RLC (Starting March 8th) 
 

Sundays at 12:45pm In-Person @ RLC (Starting March 12th) 

Reach out to me if you’d like to try and join one of these groups, but please act quickly as they will 
close as they reach ten people, or begin meeting. 

Whether it is in the natural world, in worship, bible study, small groups, 1-1 conversations, serving 
others or just in our day to day lives, I pray this Lent you may have opportunities to listen and look for 
signs of resurrection life. 

Peace be with you all. 

  

Pastor Joel Rothe 

mailto:joel@rlcpdx.org
mailto:joel@rlcpdx.org


 

GATHER BIBLE STUDY 

Wednesday, March 15th @ 11:30am in the Luther Lodge. 

Topic:  Sanctity of life and love 
(Commandments 5 & 6) 

We hope you can join us…


Join Pastor Joel in the RLC Library

every Thursday morning at 11:00am for  

Bible Study.  All Are Welcome!


Thank you, RLC community, for your Christmas Child  
contributions that will go to Lutheran Community Services  

specifically to aid refugees in our area.   

Your outpouring of gifts--$1113-is heartwarming!   

We praise God that He made this possible among us. 

Sincerely, the Gather Bible Study Group 



PLEASE UPDATE YOUR CHURCH DIRECTORY! 

Judy Wheeler:

2313 NE 78th Avenue

Vancouver, WA  98664

Cell:  360-606-4222




                        

SATURDAY, APRIL 8TH @ 11:00AM 

Please Invite Your Family,  
Friends & Community. 

An Easter bag will be given to each 
child, so no personal baskets please. 

WE HOPE YOU CAN JOIN US! 

Candy Donations & Volunteers Are Needed!
You can leave your candy donations 

and/or sign up to volunteer 
in the Fellowship Hall.

Thank You!  Thank You!



Come Help Fill Easter Eggs!
Sunday, March 26th from 8:30-11:00am

We will be in the Fellowship Hall.  
Any help is appreciated!

NEPT NEWS!

It may seem like winter will never end as we move into 


March with snow on the ground . But It will, and with summer 

will come the threat of fires again this year. 


A severe fire season is already predicted. 

Trinity Lutheran in Gresham will be hosting a fire 


simulation event on May 6th and RLC community is invited. 


If you’d like to participate in this simulation, and are interested 
in fire preparedness, let Diane Kern know at 503-891-0539.


Watch for more details in the weeks to come.

RLC Book Sale… 
Donations of books, puzzles, CD's, DVD's, 
children books and games are needed for  
the May Book Sale.  

Please leave donations on the stage steps.  

Thank You So Much!



      HAPPY                  
    ANNIVERSARY!

HAPPY        
 BIRTHDAY!

   21st  Denise & Todd Hanson        25 Years 

   27th  Jan & Dean Bakken   30 Years 

  5th  Margaret Peterson

  6th  Ida Tweten

  9th  Tim Denton

 10th        Janice Bakken

  Eliana Petke

 11th        Dee McDonald

 12th  Annette Kienberger

 13th  Laura Gifford

   James Roy


 14th  Linda Highman

 19th        Nicole Bontty

 23rd       Susan Larson

 24th  Shirley Angell

 25th  Ron Porter

 27th  Meredith Gifford

 29th  Steve Dougherty  



