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Contemporary Service @ 9:15am & Traditional Service @ 11:15am! 

 Pastor Joel Rothe                   Minister of Worship & Technology:  Troy Lutz
Parish Administrator:  Kym Tangen         Music Ministry:  Todd Marston
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Sunday, January 29: 
One Worship Service @ 10:00am  

followed by the RLC Annual Meeting @ 11:15am 

Sunday, January 15 & Sunday, January 22: 
2022 Annual Report & 2023 Proposed Budget will be available. 
Join us in-between services (10:30-11:00am) so we can answer 
any questions regarding the Annual Report & Proposed Budget.

http://www.rlcpdx.net
http://www.rlcpdx.net


“Making Room For The New”

January 2023

Dear Beloved Community of Resurrection:

For this month’s Herald, I want to share with you a reflection from Rabbi Esther L. 
Lederman.  She wrote this reflection in May 2022 as a commentary on a prescribed weekly 
Torah reading – Deuteronomy 26:3-27:34. This is similar to the Christian tradition when 
you’ll see sermons and commentaries on prescribed lectionary scripture readings. Although it 
was written in May, it is fitting for the beginning of the new year, and especially at this 
juncture in RLC’s congregational life.  I hope it will leave you with questions to ponder for 
your personal and family lives, as well as for our congregational community, as we prepare 
for our annual meeting at the end of the month, and our dreaming and planning for our 
ministries in 2023.

----------------------

D'VAR TORAH BY: RABBI ESTHER L. LEDERMAN

Early in this week's parashah (a section of the Torah assigned for weekly reading in 
synagogue worship), we encounter the following phrase: V'yashan mipnei chadash totziu - 
You shall have to clear out the old to make room for the new. To what is this in reference? 
To grain. As the medieval Torah commentator Rashi explained, "The threshing floors will be 
full of the new grain, but the storehouses will still be so full of the old grain that you will 
have to move it somewhere else to clear out enough room to put the new grain into them."

The Torah is dealing with quite a practical question - that of storage. Often when you get 
something new - food, clothing, or toys - something needs to be cleared away in order to 
make space for new things. I live in the mid-Atlantic and I spent most of April moving out 
winter coats, hats, and gloves to make way for sandals and sundresses - clearing out the old 
to make way for the new.

Let me push this a little further. A student once asked me, "Does one need to destroy in 
order to create?" and it was this phrase that came to mind when I ruminated on my 
response. As any writer knows, and this was certainly my experience as a regular author of 
sermons, the finished product is the result of numerous drafts, rewrites, and material left on 
the cutting room floor. By the time I compare the first draft to the final version, so much 
has changed. It's not simply the choice of language, quotes, and texts. Sometimes, the ideas 
change as well. In order to create, I often need to get rid of what had come before. We 
who engage in creative work know that we can't become too enamored of every word or 
scene we initially develop, as something better might appear as the creative work deepens 
and continues.



But I'd like to take this teaching a little deeper. I'd like to apply it to our attitudes 
and mindsets. Sometimes, to embrace new possibilities, or new futures, we need to 
clear out the old. If I want to change and become a better spouse, daughter, and 
parent, I need to get rid of old habits and behaviors. If I want to forgive someone, I 
must clear out my previous experience with them.

I believe this applies not just to individuals but also to institutions. If we in the organized 
and institutional Jewish world want to transform and imagine new ways of Jewish living, 
we have to let go of things that may no longer be working. If we're going to embrace a 
multi-access world, in which Jewish experiences and teachings can be found the minute you 
log onto a device, what do we stop doing and what do we start doing? And in a world in 
which we are working towards greater racial equity, diversity, and inclusion, what old 
habits, mindsets, attitudes, and behaviors need clearing out, so we can adopt new ways of 
being and behaving?

Gloria Steinem once described nostalgia as disempowering. Those who are comforted by the 
embrace of nostalgia, defined as a sentimental longing or affection for the past, might 
ponder in what ways our sentimental longing for the past impedes our ability to move 
forward.

Clearing out the old to make room for the new is also the blessing of Shabbat. Once a 
week, we are given a gift - the opportunity to clear out the baggage and detritus from 
the week and make room for freshness and renewal. As the sun sets and the stars begin to 
appear on Friday night, that is our opportunity to say "good riddance" to anything we no 
longer need. Think of the Sabbath as a chance to say: "Hello. What am I open to? What 
new things can I see or sense? What new possibilities await?"

The next time you find yourself saying, "but I've always done it this way," ask yourself: Is 
it still working for you? It might just be time to make some space for the new grain and 
anything else that may come in.

----------------------

I pray that these words may sit with us as we enter this new year, offering wisdom, 
challenge, encouragement and hope. As we embark on the necessary task of letting go of 
past experiences and practices and creating space for the Holy Spirit to do a new thing 
within and among us, we pray that we have room in our hearts and life together in 
community for God’s love to emerge in new and life transforming ways.

Peace be with you all this new year.
       Pastor Joel Rothe



                        

The entire RLC staff would like to thank the 
leadership and community of Resurrection for 
your thoughtful and generous Christmas gifts.   

What a blessing it is to serve with you!

"Dear RLC Community:  

A heartfelt thank you to all who contributed to the 
Christmas gift and generosity offered to my family.  We 
have much gratitude for you all, and are thankful to have 
the opportunity to serve with you!  


With love and appreciation!  

     Pastor Joel and the Rothe Family"

Dear RLC Family & Friends,


You once again brought tears to my eyes with your amazing 
Christmas gift!  Thank you so much for your generosity and love.  


It is such a blessing and honor to serve this community.  Thank 
you so much!


Much love,

     Kym



Dear	Members	of	Resurrec/on	Lutheran	Church	

The	generosity	of	this	congrega/on	is	overwhelming.		Once	again,	your	
kindness	and	generosity	has	touched	in	a	way	that	I	have	was	brought	
me	to	my	knees.		Thank	you	Resurrec/on	for	your	thoughBulness	and	
generous	Christmas.		You	truly	are	a	precious	and	outstanding	group	of	
people.	

In	addi/on,	I	cannot	say	thank	you	enough	for	all	the	help	that	went	
into	making	December	18	Christmas	music	Sunday	such	a	huge	success.		
From	church	decora/ng,	to	rearranging	the	sanctuary,	to	church	
bulle/ns,	the	church	musicians,	the	choir,	the	bell	choir,	the	brass	team,	
audio	visual	team,	readers,	servers,	Kym,	Joel	and	Todd.		Everyone	put	
in	so	much	/me	and	effort	and	the	hours	of	extra	prac/ce	paid	off.		
What	a	wonder	service	and	/me	of	worship	for	all	involved.		Thank	you	
for	your	par/cipa/on.	

Guess	what	-	it’s	/me	to	prepare	for	Easter!			Calling	all	choir	members	
and	wanna	be	choir	members.		We	begin	rehearsing	for	this	next	
fes/ve	season	on	Wednesday,	January	11th	at	6:30PM.		Come	one,	
come	all	–	all	are	welcome.		Hope	to	see	you	there.	

Thank	you,	
Troy	

Thank you for your Christmas gift this year and for being such 
a wonderful church to play music for (and with) throughout the 
years.   

Your generosity is very much appreciated and I look forward to 
2023!  

Blessings & love to you all! 
     Todd 





 

GATHER BIBLE STUDY 
Wednesday, January 18th @ 11:30am 

in the Luther Lodge 
Topic:  Dancing the Decalogue 

(Commandments 1 & 2) 
We hope you can join us…


WINTER TEA PARTY AT RLC! 

Saturday, January 14th from 11:00am - 2:00pm 
in the Fellowship Hall 

Join us for fresh scones, crumpets and numerous varieties of tea! 

Please see Jerry Sharpe with any questions. 

Join Pastor Joel for Bible Study @ 
11:00am every Thursday morning, 

beginning January 12th.

We will meet in the RLC Library.


All Are Welcome!



      HAPPY                  
    ANNIVERSARY!

HAPPY        
 BIRTHDAY!

    3rd Jean & Pastor Roger Fucha   52 Years 

   10th Sally & Mike Ritchie    47 Years 

  4th  Ken Molinari

  6th  Kara Bodack

             Brenda Kayser

  9th       Carolyn Anderson

             Jerry Sharpe

 12th  Bob Simonis

 13th        Bill Lambert

             Deb Nichols

 14th        Fran Johnson

 17th        Bill Cary

              Sally Ritchie


 18th  Joey Dietz

 19th  Sue Hiersche

 20th  Holly Lippert

 21st  Ray Schmitz 

 24th  Claire Dobesh

  Emma Dobesh

  James Grady

 25th  Pat Cross

 26th  Diane Lafrenz 



