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From the Interim Pastor’s Desk – 

Happy New Year! 

Last month, I celebrated the new liturgical year.  This month, it’s the new calendar year.  And it’s 
still a time of opportunity and change!  The Call Committee is at work:  John Antle, Judy Crook, 
Sandy Getman, Laura Gifford, Sally Gustafson, Tom Martin, Katy Tinker, and Ben Fredericks as 
chair.  They are preparing to meet with the Assistant to the Bishop, Pastor Susan Kintner.  I don’t 
know when that meeting will take place.  I don’t know how long it will take for appropriate candidates 
to be identified.  It will take time. 

There are several reasons why it will take time for good candidates to be identified.  One major 
reason is that there are fewer pastors who are seeking new calls now than there were the last time 
Resurrection was in the call process.  It’s one of those demographic shifts:  more pastors are 
retiring and there are fewer pastors available.  But another reason why it will most likely take more 
time is that Resurrection has been able to more fully articulate the qualities that will best serve 
the congregation.  The work of the Transition Team, which included an assessment of the 
Congregational Vitality Survey, has led to the creation of a Ministry Site Profile that accurately 
portrays the congregation and the type of pastoral leadership that will result in the strongest 
ministry of both the congregation members and your future pastor. 

Meanwhile, I encourage you to affirm the members of the Call Committee.  Give them your trust and 
your support.  Since they need to respect the confidentiality of the candidates, they will not be 
able to share specifics.  I know it can be frustrating.  I know that it is natural to be curious.  But 
consider this to be your first gift for your future pastor:  respect for the confidentiality of all the 
candidates.  Treat them with respect.  If you happen to stumble on a bit of information, try to 
forget it instead of speculating and whispering with others.  If you want some horror stories of 
what can happen with confidentiality is breached, I can give some examples. 

The Call Committee will be working hard and Pastor Susan Kintner will be working hard.  The 
congregation will also be working hard.  At different things.  The Call Committee and Pastor Kintner 
will be working at discerning amongst candidates.  The congregation will be working at laying the 
groundwork for the best possible beginning with the next pastor.  Now, it may be that individual 
members of the congregation have a candidate to suggest.  If so, the proper procedure is to call the 
synod office to give the suggestion to Pastor Kintner.  She will be the one to take the next steps.  
It is essential that the lines of communication are kept clear and simple, and with regard to 
communicating with potential candidates, it must begin with Pastor Kintner. 

As for the congregation, this is a time to work at creating healthier relationships with one another.  
Clear, direct communication is important.  If anyone is upset with someone else, it is far better to 
express it calmly to the person rather than keep silent and allow it to fester until there is an 
explosion.  If it is difficult to talk with a particular person, have one or two other people present to 
help keep things on track and calm.  Don’t let difference of opinion grow into hard feelings and 
resentment.  If we are to trust one another, we need to be free of fear. 

And of course, at all times, pray! 

Pastor Sue Seiffert 



Tuesday Morning Bible Study
9:45-11:00am in the RLC Library

 Men’s Monday Morning Manna
   @ 7:00am in the Luther Lodge

                         JOY CIRCLE will meet on Wednesday, January 17th 
                           @ 10:00am in the Luther Lodge 

Study leader:  Kathy Ogard
                                                                 Devotion: Kathy Ogard
                                                                 Hostess:  Kathi Holmes

All women are welcome to enjoy the fellowship.  Hope you can join us!All women are welcome to enjoy the fellowship.  Hope you can join us!

Doors open at 6:00pm and the 
movie will start at 6:30pm. 

Popcorn and drinks will be 
provided and you're welcome 

to bring a picnic dinner 
for your family.

Pillows, blankets, and PJs are 
welcomed and encouraged

Tree Room available for small 
children if needed.

Families of all ages come join us 
for a Family Movie Night 

in the 
Fellowship Hall 

on Friday, January 26th.



Theology on Tap is back in January!

Come join us the fourth Thursday of each month at our new location – we’ll be 
gathering at Stark Street Pizza (SE 92nd and Stark) from January through May.  

It’s a big, main-floor room, so bring your friends.   
Buy dinner and enjoy fellowship from 6 p.m., then join us for the more 

structured discussion from 7 to 8 p.m.  
In addition to pizza and sandwiches the restaurant has a 22-foot salad bar, 

so there should be options for everyone. 

Theology on Tap is back in January!

January 25: Guns and Violence: Getting to the Roots  

(Pastor Roger Fuchs suggested and is helping facilitate this discussion.)  
Debates over guns and violence are some of the most controversial debates in 

contemporary American society.  United Nations figures indicate our homicide rate is 
nearly six times that of our neighbors to the north in Canada.  We have 4.4 percent of 
the world’s population, but nearly half the civilian-owned guns in the world.  Meanwhile, 
the Pew Research Center indicates more Americans support gun rights than they did 

20 years ago – but conversely, specific gun control policies are fairly popular (https://
www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2017/10/2/16399418/us-gun-violence-statistics-

maps-charts)!""Often, we focus our discussions of guns and violence in American culture 
on treating symptoms and assigning blame.  This hasn’t seemed to get us very far.  How 

might we re-direct our energies toward addressing root causes of the problems we 
face with violence in our society?   

• How might our expectations of “roles” in society (what it means to be a man, a 
woman, a citizen) impact our perceptions? 

• How might we bring our faith to bear in addressing this complex issue? 
• Where – and how – are we called to influence our culture? 
• If Jesus calls us to be peacemakers, what might that look like in practice? 

February 22: I’ve Got the Joy, Joy, Joy, Joy… 

“This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it,” the Psalmist 
proclaims (Ps. 118:24) – but what does it mean to have joy in the Lord every day?  

Are we really called to be smiley, happy people all the time?  After all, the Bible also 
includes many heartfelt expressions of lament.  And even Jesus gets irritated 

(oh, those Temple moneychangers…).  
Let’s contemplate what it really means to be a “joyful” people.   

https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2017/10/2/16399418/us-gun-violence-statistics-maps-charts)
https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2017/10/2/16399418/us-gun-violence-statistics-maps-charts)


March 22: What does it mean to be Lutheran 
Christians in the “none zone”? 

When your ToT leader was in Poland with the Oregon Synod delegation last June, she 
observed Polish Lutherans talking about the Lutheran “diaspora” – small, relatively 

isolated congregations outside the Lutheran “heartland” of southwestern Poland.  We 
Oregon Lutherans spent quite a bit of time talking about whether we – or even mainline 

Christians more generally – might be considered a “diaspora” here in the Pacific 
Northwest.  After all, only 13 percent of Oregonians identify as “mainline 

Protestant” (Lutheran, Episcopal, United Methodist, Presbyterian…) according to the 
Pew Research Center’s Religious Landscape Study (http://www.pewforum.org/religious-
landscape-study/state/oregon/).  Are we a “diaspora” church?  What does it mean to 
be the church in a region where most people are not regular churchgoers?  How might 

we bear witness to the Good News in our distinctive cultural landscape?   

April 26: Our Daily Bread 

Every Sunday – and maybe even more frequently – we ask God to “give us this day our 
daily bread.”  Most of us probably speak those words without much conscious thought.  
This month let’s spend some time thinking more intentionally about our relationship to 

the food we eat and God’s provision for our sustenance.  What does the Bible say about 
eating and food?  How does our relationship to the food we eat – how we shop for, 

grow, and consume our “daily bread” – relate to our lives as Christians?   

May 24: Stained Glass?  Modular Furniture?  
Physical Space and Christian Witness 

The late, great Lutheran theologian Joseph Sittler once reflected that “[t]oo many church-
related buildings look like they could just as well house some insurance company….I don’t know 
how we stumbled into the stupidity we have committed whereby we affirm grace and create 
banality, affirm beauty and create ugliness.  It makes no sense at all.”  Commenting further 
on the arts and the church, he queried, “[i]s the result of being devout that one becomes 

intellectually and aesthetically insensitive so that the actualities of this world are no longer 
available to us?”  Sittler’s words have your friendly local ToT facilitator wondering: how might 

the church best reflect God in the world, aesthetically speaking?  Cathedrals: yay or nay?  
Do we lose something when we replace pews and spires with conference chairs—

or do we see benefits to a different type of church aesthetic?  
Does the type of physical space we create matter? 

http://www.pewforum.org/religious-landscape-study/state/oregon/)
http://www.pewforum.org/religious-landscape-study/state/oregon/)




January Library Article…… 

RESOLVE TO READ 

The Resurrection Library makes it easy to check out books and DVDs. Just remove the 
card from the pocket in the back of the book or DVD, sign your name, the date, and 
your phone number, and place the card in the box on the Library Desk. 

We have three separate collections from which to choose.  When facing the shelves you 
will find the Resource Section on the left, the Memorial Collection in the middle, and 
the General Section on the right.  There is a binder on a shelf in each section that 
contains a listing of all the materials in the section.  Entries are listed with the last 
name of the author or editor first.  The shelves are labeled to aid you in finding the 
category of books you are interested in.  ENJOY perusing our fine collections in 2018. 

Post Traumatic Stress Disorder ~ 
A Conversation/Resource about a New Normal
Saturday, January 20th from 10:00-2:00pm

If you are interested in participating, attending or finding 
out more information, please contact Dixie Antle

@ 503/253-4821

2018 EASTER EGG HUNT

This year's hunt will be held on 
Saturday, March 31st @ 11:00am.

Donations of Easter candy are needed.
Volunteers are needed also.
Please see Jerry Sharpe. 

JANUARY MISSION OF THE MONTH 
SHEPHERD’S DOOR 

Please find wish lists and baskets in the  
Fellowship Hall



A Note from Sue…….

Happy New Year!  It is hard to believe but here we are in 2018 which promises to hold many 
exciting things for RLC, especially the promise of a new Pastor.  Many people, mainly the 
transition team, call committee and Pastor Sue, have worked very hard in 2017 to get us to this 
stage of the process.  The Council is very grateful for the hours of work and effort these people 
have spent getting us to this point.  As a reminder, the transition team participants were John 
Antle, Cheryl Beam, Dennis Chapple, Judy Crook, Laura Gifford, Gene Heil, Leslie Sawyer, and 
Judy Wheeler.  The new call committee participants are Tom Martin, John Antle, Ben Fredricks, 
Laura Gifford, Sally Gustafson, Sandy Getman, Katy Tinker and Judy Crook.  Thanks again to 
these members who agreed to serve our congregation in this way.

Last month I updated you on some projects the council has been tackling.  I wanted to let you 
know the roof has been repaired for now.  It is a temporary repair.  We still need to work out a 
long term plan for the flat portion of our roof.  It is in need of replacement.  If you have any 
suggestions, talk to a council member.  The exterior sign is scheduled for refurbishing/replacement 
in January. The council had a suggestion to move the monthly Herald to a quarterly distribution.  
This would save time and resources for the church office.  We did vote to implement this but it 
will not occur until next summer.  We want to make sure we have adequate communications in 
place before we implement this project.  We now have the weekly email distribution so we keep 
you updated there.  We also have the printed weekly updates available at worship.  We will update 
you as more ideas generate in this area.  If you have questions or concerns in this area, I suggest 
you talk to me, other council members or the church office.  We don’t want you to miss any news.  
We will keep you updated on the other projects mentioned last month as progress is made.

In the November 27th weekly email, I told you Steve Dougherty had submitted his resignation as 
Council President.  Steve's term of office was due to be up as of the end of January 2018.  He 
resigned a few months early.  I want to reassure you, Sara Ritchie and I as vice presidents will 
see the council through the end of the council year.  There will be the regular election of council 
officers in February.  Thanks to Steve for his service to the council.  We appreciate his leadership.

Last month I also updated you on our financial situation.  While we have done a good job of 
keeping expenses under control, our concern continues to be our contributions.  We now have 
another month of reporting (November) and our contribution deficit continues to grow.  We are 
approximately $20,000 below expected contributions for the year.  Even with the expense control, 
we are having a negative effect on our cash on hand balance.  There are likely several reasons for 
the contribution reduction.  Some of the reasons could be the number of members we have lost 
through death this year.  Some could be because we are in transition and for some that period 
can be a time of wait and see.  We are hesitant to commit fully financially until we see where 
RLC is headed.  For some in our midst, this is a difficult financial time.  Unemployment, illness, 
family responsibilities and many other issues add extra stress and anxiety on us.  For some, 
church financial support has not been a habit.  I hope you will see God at work at RLC even 
through this time of transition.  “God’s Work, Our Hands”!  That says it all.  RLC wants to serve 
God by serving people in our community.  As we start a new year, I hope you will look for ways 
you can support the many ministries and missions here at RLC.  One way is financial.  Other ways 
include your participation in worship, committees, service projects and other church events.  



The transition team, when identifying our style of church (pastoral) recommended we work on 
deepening our relationships with each other and of course, in the process, our relationship with 
God.  The council has started talking about how we might get RLC started with this.  The council 
wants to be good role models.  One thing we thought we would try is to make an effort to talk to 
someone (member, regular worship attender or visitor) on a little deeper level.  So if a council 
member comes up to you and starts a conversation that feels like they want to know more about 
you, don’t be surprised or freaked out.    They do want to know you better.  They will also share 
stuff about themselves so you know them better.  We think we will all work better together if we 
know each other better.  We invite you to do the same with others in the congregation.  Let’s all 
get to know each other better!

“And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works,”  Hebrews 10:24“And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works,”  Hebrews 10:24“And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works,”

 Sue Hiersche
RLC Council Vice President

RLC Communication Procedures for Cancellation of Worship Services or Events

Due to Inclement Weather and Other Emergency Conditions

In the event of inclement weather or emergencies threatening the safety of travel to 
church events, the following communication vehicles will be used to convey needed 
information to RLC members and friends as soon as the decisions to close have been made:

1.  A Mail Chimp group distribution email will be sent to friends and members who have 
signed up for the Mail Chimp service.  If you are not on the distribution list but would like 
to be, contact Sue HIersche (shiersche@aol.com) to be added to the distribution.

2.  A  Flash/Alert notification will be sent to the 4 major TV station websites (KATU, KOIN, 
KGW and KPTV).  This only affects the closure notice section of the TV station’s websites.  
Individual TV stations make decisions from the Flash/Alert notification whether the 
information is shown on live TV:  

3.  We will try to put a notification (sign) on the main doors of the church.

4.  A notice will be put on the church Facebook page. 

5.  A notice will be posted to the church website.

So in the event of inclement weather or emergencies, please look to the 
above communications for information.  Stay safe!

mailto:shiersche@aol.com
mailto:shiersche@aol.com


      JANUARY  
              BIRTHDAYS!

1st  Shirley Brown 
3rd  Dale Kellams 
4th  Jessica Babikoff Hodgin 
 Ken Molinari 
5th    Doug Perkins 
6th  Kara Bodack 
 Trevor Griffin 
 Brenda Kayser 
7th  Dan Standley 
9th Carolyn Anderson 
 Jerry Sharpe 

12th  Mauritta Helberg 
13th  Bill Lambert 
 Deborah Nichols 
14th  Fran Johnson 
 André Dettinger Knapton 
17th  Sally Ritchie 
18th  Joey Dietz 
 Valerie Perkins 
19th  Sue Hiersche 
20th  Holly Lippert 

21st  Cecilia Cardenas 
 Todd Dolton 
 Raymond Schmitz 
23rd  Dorothy Dehning 
24th  Robert Bauer 
 Claire Dobesh 
 Emma Dobesh 
 James Grady 
25th  Patricia Cross 
26th  Diane LaFrenz 
30st  Lynne Schmidt 

     JANUARY  
            ANNIVERSARIES!

Date Years 

   3rd                       Roger & Jean Fuchs                      47

  10th                                 Mike & Sally Ritchie                      42

  12th                             Todd & Jennifer Dolton                     23

  13th                            August & Marjorie Olson                     62

  20th                          Jerome & Geraldine Hubert                   69 
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Simple Will $50.00
Injuries • Family Law • Accidents 
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Social Security Disability • Real 
Estate Bankruptcy • Immigration

503-233-8550
Toll Free 1-877-233-8550

737 SE Sandy Blvd. • Portland

In Christ's Love, 
Everyone is 
Someone

Cottages • Apartments • Skilled Rehab • Long Term Care
1280 NE Kane Dr. • Gresham, OR

503-667-1965
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Wanted: Handbell Choir Members!

The RLC Handbell Choir needs additional 
members, and youth are more 

than welcome to join. 

Some music background would be helpful, but it 
is not necessary. An interest and a 

willingness to learn is all one really needs. 

The Handbell Choir rings during a worship 
service once or twice a each month, and it 

rehearses on Tuesday evenings. 

If you would like more information or have 
further questions, please contact its director, 

Barry Fadness 
971-270-0172 handbells@rlcpdx.org.

http://www.rlcpdx.org
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