
Resurrection 
Lutheran Church 
1700 NE 132nd Ave - Portland OR
503.255.8772   www.RLCPDX.org

Christian Baptism
What is Baptism?

Throughout our history we humans have used physical signs and given them non-physical 
meanings. We shake hands with someone to indicate friendship; we shake our fist to indicate 
anger or dislike; we nod and wave and kiss and exchange wedding rings and use all kinds of 
other physical gestures and symbols.

In the sacrament of Baptism, God takes a physical action and combines it with spiritual 
power. In the Lutheran tradition, there are two Sacraments - Baptism & Holy Communion.  
We understand something to be a Sacrament  that (1) is commanded by Jesus, (2) Has a 
promise of Presence and (3) Has a physical element. The Bible gives us two records of Jesus 
commanding his first followers to baptize new Christians:

‘And he said to them, “Go into all the world and proclaim the good news to the whole 
creation. The one who believes and is baptized will be saved; but the one who does not 
believe will be condemned”’ (Mark 16:15-16).

‘And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and earth has been given to me. 
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age” (Matthew 
28:18-20).

In these verses we can see that Jesus was sending his followers out to the whole world to 
spread his message, the ‘Good News’, and to call people to become his disciples (a word 
which is very close in meaning to our modern word ‘apprentices’). The early Christians went 
everywhere and told people that because of Jesus’ death and resurrection human beings 



have been reconciled to God, and that the power of God in Jesus can set us free. They invited 
those who heard their message to put their trust in Jesus as their Rescuer (‘Savior’) and 
Master, and to commit themselves to a lifetime of learning the new way of life Jesus taught, 
in company with other Christians. Those who accepted this offer were baptized as a sign that 
they were becoming followers of Jesus.

Baptism in not just an entry rite into a community - like learning a creed or secrete 
handshake.  Baptism is infused with the Holy Spirit - something actually happens in the rite 
of Baptism - something that is in God’s control.  We are remade in the image of God in and 
through the water of baptism.  In a real sense, we die to our old selves and we rise, reborn as 
children of God and inheritors of eternal life.

The first generation of new Christians were mainly adults who put their faith in Jesus and 
were baptized almost simultaneously. There is some indication in the Bible, however, that 
the children of people who were becoming Christians joined their parents in baptism so that 
entire households were marked as followers of Jesus together. In later generations the 
majority of Christians came to believe that it was right for the children of followers of Jesus 
to be baptized as babies. After all, in baptism we become ‘disciples’ (learners, apprentices), 
and it is never to early to begin to learn the new way of life Jesus is teaching.

Baptism is something which is common to all Christians. There is no such thing as ‘Lutheran 
baptism’ or ‘Presbyterian baptism’; baptism is not a sign of becoming a Lutheran but of 
becoming a follower of Jesus - a Christian.

What does it mean to be baptized?
If you are an adult or older child going through baptism, you are simply saying “I believe in 
Jesus, I am thankful for all that he did for me, and I want to commit myself to a lifetime of 
learning to follow him in company with other Christians.”
What does it mean to have a child baptized?
You are saying “I myself am a follower of Jesus and a member of his Church. I believe that 
the Christian Faith is the best gift I can pass on to my children, and I want them to grow up to 
hear the Good News, believe in Jesus and follow him. So I am having them baptized as a 
sign that they belong to Jesus, and I commit myself to bringing them to church regularly, 
passing on the Gospel to them, and teaching them (by my words and my example) to believe 
it and put it into practice”.



Please note that in the Lutheran Church we do not believe that a child who dies unbaptized 
will eternally be separated from God and the Heavenly Kingdom. To believe this would 
reduce baptism as a magical rite protecting a child from the cruelty of a monstrous god. 
Rather, infant baptism is a sign of a family’s and communities commitment to following 
Jesus together in the company of fellow-Christians in Christ’s Church and to raise the child 
in the covenant that God has made them.  Since the child cannot understand the new 
relationship that God has made, it is the responsibility of the family, friends and the entire 
church to raise the child in the covenant of Baptism.

When are baptisms held at Resurrection?

Because baptism is not only about coming into a relationship with Jesus but also about 
becoming a member of the community of his followers, baptisms are held at the time when 
the community is gathered together - Sunday morning and/or Wednesday evening worship. 
Furthermore, in order that people can be properly prepared for baptism, the sacrament will 
normally be administered after the Pastor has a chance to meet with the person being 
baptized, parents, etc so that there may be a time of preparation.

Preparation?
In the Bible people were baptized after they had heard the Gospel and indicated that they 
believed it and wanted to live by it. Therefore, before people are baptized or bring their 
children for baptism we ask them to go through a period of instruction with our Pastor, 
Michael O’Berg, in which he can explain the Gospel, how baptism fits into it, and what the 
baptismal promises mean. This period of preparation will involve at least one meeting. 

Also, since the baptismal promises include a commitment to bring up your child as a 
member of the gathered community of followers (for mutual support, love, encouragement 
and accountability), we ask that you make a habit of joining us for Sunday worship. If you 
are not already doing so, we ask that you get into this habit before we begin a conversation 
about the baptism of your children. At Resurrection we are not prepared to baptize the 
children of parents who are not in the habit of regular worship attendance. This sort of 
baptism would be as meaningless as enrolling a child in school when there was no intention 
for the child to actually attend classes.



What about godparents?
In the first years of Christianity, when people were becoming Christians out of paganism 
and the Church was being persecuted, candidates for baptism were required to have other 
Christians who would vouch for the genuineness of their faith in Christ. They were called 
‘sponsors’ and they often went through the baptismal preparation with the candidates. Later 
on, when the custom of infant baptism became general, the ‘sponsors’ became ‘godparents’, 
and they committed themselves to helping the children grow in their Christian faith.

Because of this commitment, sponsors or godparents should be baptized Christians who are 
prepared to take on this spiritual responsibility.

If a chosen godparent is unable to attend the service, it is possible to have another person 
stand as their proxy.

It is also quite acceptable for parents to stand as godparents for their own children.

What sort of support is there for children at Resurrection?
At Resurrection we have two Sunday services, at 9.15 and 11.15 a.m. Both services are 
equally open to including the Baptismal Rite. It is a value of our community that families 
worship together so there is no requirement, at either service, that children leave.  Our 
Sunday School hour is held in between worship service.  We have a “cry room” and a staffed 
nursery for parents to use - only if they choose to do so, no one will ever ask you to take 
your child out of the worship space.

During the school year there are many in worship, many of them pre-school, so there is no 
need to worry about people noticing a child who makes a noise! 

We also have worship on Wednesday nights from 6:15 - 7:00.  This worship is more 
informal.  Our nursery is also staffed for this worship but there is no requirement that anyone 
use the nursery during this service.  We like having a nursery available just in case parents 
would like to use it.

We have an active, ongoing ministry for and with children, youth and families.  We have 
two dedicated staff members to our youth ministry team in order to meet the needs of 
children and families.  We want to be a place of encouragement, love and support - 
whatever your needs might be.



Mrs Tara Mealue is our Director of Children’s Ministry and is responsible for our Ministry 
focused on the needs of Elementary Age children.

Mr. Troy Lutz in our Minister of Youth and Family Discipleship.  He is responsible for the 
breadth of our Ministry and works primarily with Middle School through High School 
Youth and their Families.

You may contact Tara or Troy at Resurrection (503) 255-8772 or by email

Troy: youthministry@rlcpdx.org
Tara: mealue94@msn.com


