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Revelation: Four Views Chapter 10 

William Edward Nation / General 

  

Revelation: Four Views- Chapter 10 

In this chapter there is an interlude between the 6th and 7th trumpet 

judgments.  

Here is another “calm before the storm” moment similar to the one between the 
6th and 7th seals when there was about half an hour of silence in heaven 

(Revelation 8:1). 

The Little Book and the Seven Thunders (vs.1-4) 

What are your observations about this angel? What is this little scroll? 

What do you think the seven thunders refer to? 

Why do you think John was not allowed to write down what he heard? 

If he couldn’t write it down, then why did God allow him to see it? 

What does the fact of this “secret” tell us about what we know of God’s plans? 

Historical 

After Rome fell to the barbarians in 476, as signified in the first four seals, the 
power of the papacy arose in its place in western Europe. The popes and the 

system that sustained their authority became incredibly corrupt. In fact, they 

became the Antichrist, the principal opponent of the pure faith of Christ in 

Europe.  
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Elliott speaks for most Historicist interpreters in identifying the following 
details: The mighty angel (v. 1) can be none other than Christ, since the little 

book (v. 2) in His hand is open—and Christ was earlier declared to be the only 

one in heaven and earth authorized to open the book (5:3). This book is the 
Bible, which before the Reformation had been confined to a few inaccessible 

copies written in languages (i. e., Hebrew, Greek, Latin) incomprehensible to 

common Europeans. 

During the period immediately following the fall of the Byzantine Empire, the 

Bible became available (an open book) to the masses after two developments: 
the invention of the movable type printing press in 1436 or 1437, coupled with 

the making of several translations into the contemporary European languages. 

Preterist  

The preterist view holds that the mighty angel is non other than Jesus Himself 

and He has an open book in His hand. 

He has his left foot on the land and his right foot on the sea (v. 2). David Chilton 

explains: In the Bible, and especially in the Book of Revelation, “Sea and Land” 
seem to represent the Gentile nations contrasted with the Land of Israel (2 Sam. 

22:4–5; Ps. 65:7–8; Isa. 5:30; 17:12–13; 57:20; Jer. 6:23; Luke 21:25; Rev. 13:1, 11). 

But what is this book in his hand? According to David S. Clark: Evidently the 
reasonable explanation is that it was the same book that we saw in the fifth 

chapter sealed with seven seals; or rather what is left of it. The seven seals have 

been opened, so this book appears opened. We are now in the seventh seal that 
disclosed seven trumpets and we are in the events of the sixth trumpet. . . . Little 

remains of the contents of that book and it is now described as “little.” 

Futurist 

The descending angel (v. 1) that dominates this scene is thought by some (e.g., 

Gaebelein, Ironside, Henry Morris, Walter Scott) to be Christ Himself. Others 

(e.g., Walvoord, Ryrie, J. B. Smith) disagree, believing that “the evidence seems 
to support the idea that here is a holy angel to whom has been given great 
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power and authority” (Walvoord). The little book (v. 2) in the angel’s hand is 
interpreted in a variety of senses. Walvoord, for example, writes: The contents of 

the little book are nowhere revealed in Revelation, but they seem to represent in 

this vision the written authority given to the angel to fulfill his mission. Mounce 
thinks it “plausible that the little scroll is a message for the believing church and 

is to be found in the following verses (11:1–13).” Gaebelein believes that the 

book “stands for the prophecies in the Old Testament relating especially to 
Israel during the time of the great Tribulation, what is yet to come upon the 

earth, culminating in the personal and glorious appearing of the Lord to begin 
His millennial reign.” Morris, who said that the seven-sealed scroll of the fifth 

chapter was “the title deed to the earth,” suggests that this smaller book may be 

a little title deed. It could represent the portion of Christ’s inheritance given to 

His heirs.  

Idealist  

The mighty angel (v. 1) who appears here is either Christ Himself or a special 

envoy of Christ bearing a striking resemblance to Him (cf. 1:13–16). Those who 
do not believe it is Christ usually point out that the word another (Gr. allon) 

means “another of the same kind” (i.e., as the previous angels mentioned); this 

could hardly refer to the one who is the Lord over all angels. Hendriksen also 
points out that John did not worship this angel, as he did Christ (cf. 1:17). This 

angel has a message for the whole world, indicated by his having a foot on the 

land and a foot on the sea, though the open book in his hand is said to be little 
(v. 2). Wilson writes: “No great stress should be placed on the diminutive. The 

‘little’ book contains prophecies of worldwide significance (vv. 6, 11), yet it was 

small enough for John to eat.”  

The seven thunders (vv. 3, 4) represent “the voice of the Lord” (cf. John 

12:27–31). The expression probably summarizes the contents of Psalm 29, 
wherein it is said: “The voice of the LORD is over the waters; the God of glory 

thunders” (v. 3). Altogether, the expression, the voice of the Lord, occurs seven 

times in that Psalm (vv. 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9). 

Application: Redirect the energy and time you spend speculating/researching 

on unanswerable questions to learning and applying the clearly taught truths in 
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Scripture. 

 

No More Delay (vs.5-7) 

What does this passage teach us about God? About angels 

What does the angel swear? 

What does his promise that there would be “no more delay” refer to? 

What is the trumpet call in verse 7? 

Why is it important that God announced these things to his prophets ahead of 

time? 

Historical 

As the Jews had been given many centuries to repent of their rebellion against 

God, so the apostate papal church had been given centuries to mend its ways 
and return to God. The Jews had killed those who were sent to rebuke them; the 

papal church had killed thousands who resisted its corrupt doctrines and 

practices. The ministry of Jesus and His apostles represented the last 
opportunity for the Jewish nation to repent prior to its destruction in AD 70. 

Now the announcement is made that there should be delay no longer (v. 6), that 

is, that the papal church was being given its final opportunity to return to God 
before coming under divine judgment. This opportunity was embodied in the 

Reformation. It is interesting that Jesus came to Israel approximately 1,500 

years after its founding, and the Reformation came to the church about 1,500 

years after its founding. 

Preterist 

The martyrs seen under the altar in chapter 6 were told to wait “a little while 
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longer” until the proper time for vengeance to be taken upon their murderers. 
Now we read that the little while has passed and there should be delay no 

longer (v. 6). David S. Clark writes: Now we see Christ come down with that same 

book in his hand with every seal opened to declare that the time is up; and the 
prayers of his saints are to be answered; and the blood of his martyrs judged or 

avenged; and the last great catastrophe shall fall on the first great persecutor of 

the Christian church. The completion of the mystery of God (v. 7) refers to the 
fact that the “predominantly Jewish nature of the church was to be ended by 

the destruction of the temple, the distinctive feature in which it centered” 
(Adams). The mystery itself, of course, is that of which Paul frequently speaks, 

namely, as Adams writes, “that the Gentiles should come into the church on an 

equal footing with the Jews, not first having to become Jews themselves—cf. 
Ephesians 3:3–6.” Chilton similarly identifies this mystery with Paul’s use of the 

same term: “This ‘Mystery’ is a major aspect of the letters to the Ephesians and 

Colossians: the union of believing Jews and Gentiles in one Church, without 

distinction.”  

Futurist  

Kelly identifies the mystery of God (v. 7) as “the secret of His allowing Satan to 

have his own way, and man too (that is to say, the wonder of evil prospering and 
of good being trodden underfoot).” This view is affirmed by Lindsey and 

expressed by Gaebelein: How great has been that mystery! Evil had apparently 

triumphed; the heavens for so long have been silent. Satan had been permitted 
to be the god of this age deceiving the nations. . . . And now the time has come 

when the mystery of God will be completed. Walvoord has another opinion: The 

reference to the mystery of God seems to mean truth concerning God Himself 
which has not been fully revealed. It is often overlooked, however, that the 

mystery is said to have been “declared to his servants the prophets” (v. 7).  

The mystery of God which is declared as subject to fulfillment is unfolded 

therefore in the Old Testament in many passages which speak of the 

establishment of the kingdom of God on earth.    

Idealist 
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The most frequent means of identifying the mystery of God (v. 7) is to 
cross-reference with Colossians 2:2, Romans 16:25, and, especially, with 

Ephesians 3:3–6. There Paul speaks of the union of Jews and Gentiles in one 

body in Christ as that mystery revealed clearly for the first time to the apostles 
and prophets of the New Testament era. Robertson believes this mystery refers 

to “the whole purpose of God in history.” Wilson writes that “the consummation 

of this mystery includes the final judgement of the wicked, and ‘the full 

salvation of the saints in the perfected kingdom’ (Beckwith).”  

That the mystery of God would be finished (v. 7) does not mean that it would 

terminate, but that it would “be carried out in its entirety” (Hailey). 

Application: Do not mistake God’s patience for indecision. Neither should you 

look at the world and think, “Jesus is not coming. Everything is the same every 

day.” When it is time, His end time plans will happen swiftly. 

 

John Eats the Little Book (vs.8-11) 

Whose is the voice from heaven? 

Why would the angel ask John to eat the scroll? 

What other times in Scripture do we see similar events? 

Why would it be sweet in the mouth and bitter in the stomach? 

Historical 

The eating of the little book (v. 10) represents the church’s reception of the Bible 
at the time of the Reformation. For the first time, the Scriptures were available 

to the common man and printed in his own tongue. It was sweet as honey in the 

mouths of those who received it. Having been starved of God’s Word for 
hundreds of years, forced to subsist on legends of saints and traditions of the 
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church, the common Christians in Luther’s day were ready to receive the Word 
of God with relish. The consequence of it becoming bitter in the stomach is seen 

by Barnes and others to refer to the opposition and persecution raised by the 

Catholic Church against the Protestants. 

Preterist 

The action of eating the little book (v. 10), and reference to how it affected the 

mouth and stomach, is an imitation of the identical actions of Ezekiel the 
prophet (see Ezek. 3:1–3, 14). Ezekiel’s prophecy was about the destruction of 

Jerusalem at the hands of the Babylonians in 586 BC. John’s similar action also 

is connected with his prophesying the destruction of Jerusalem, this time by the 
Romans in AD 70. John notes that, as he had been told to expect, the book was 

as sweet as honey in the mouth. But after the book was swallowed, his stomach 

became bitter (v. 10). 

 The command that John must prophesy again (v. 11) is taken by some (e.g., 

Stuart, Clark, Adams), who see the second half of Revelation as a prophecy of 

the fall of Rome, to be an indication that the second prophecy will not concern 
Israel. Hence he is told he must next prophesy about many peoples, nations, 

tongues, and kings. David S. Clark notes that “though this book was ended and 

all its seals opened there would be other things to follow and we will see this to 

be true in the next half of Revelation. 

Futurist  

Ryrie suggests that the meaning of John’s eating the little book (v. 10) “is simply 
that it is necessary for the prophet of God to let the Word of God affect him first 

before he ministers it to others.” Ironside makes a more universal application: It 

is only as we feed upon and digest the Word of God, that we ourselves are 
nourished and built up in the truth of our most holy faith, and in a right 

condition of soul to use that Word for the help and instruction of others. Since 

Walvoord considers the book itself “to be a symbol of the Word of God as it is 
delivered to men, that is, divine revelation already given,” he explains John’s 

bittersweet experience in eating it as follows: To John the Word of God is sweet, 

https://www.logos.com/
https://ref.ly/logosref/BibleESV.Eze3.1-3
https://ref.ly/logosref/BibleESV.Eze3.14


Page 8.  Exported from Logos Bible Software, 2:39 PM November 8, 2022. 

in that it is a word of promise, a word of grace, and a revelation of the love of 
God. . . . More particularly, however. the Word of God is bitter in that it not only 

contains promises of grace but, as the book of Revelation itself abundantly 

illustrates, it reveals the divine judgments which will be poured out on the earth 
as God deals in wrath with the wicked world. Mounce writes: “The prospect of 

no further delay in the fulfillment of God’s eternal purposes is sweet indeed. 

That it will involve a bitter prelude is hard to swallow.” 

Idealist 

The prophecy of the little book (v. 10) that John eats and which he must 

thereafter speak is thought by some to be found in chapter 11, and by others in 
chapters 12 through 22. The alternate sweetness and bitterness of the book in 

the mouth and stomach are explained variously. According to Hendriksen: The 

scroll is the Word of God, His gospel in which the mystery of salvation is set 
forth. That gospel is in itself glorious and sweet. But its proclamation is always 

followed by bitter persecution. . . . The apostle must not merely understand and 

digest the message of the gospel; he must experience both its sweetness and 
the suffering, the cross-bearing, which is always the portion of those who 

truthfully proclaim it. Another angle is that of Leon Morris: The true preacher of 

God’s word will faithfully proclaim the denunciations of the wicked it contains. 
But he does not do this with fierce glee. The more his heart is filled with the love 

of God, the more certain it is that the telling forth of “woes” will be a bitter 

experience. The statement that he must prophesy again (v. 11) refers to the fact 
that he has “to some extent set forth God’s will in the earlier part of the book; 

and he is now required to proceed with the delivery of his message” (Plummer). 

The persons to whom John must prophesy are identified by a fourfold 
enumeration—peoples, nations, tongues, and kings (v. 11)—suggesting that all 

of mankind must hear his message (four being the number of the world). 

Application: Many of the prophesies are hard (bitter). But nonetheless they 

were necessary. Knowing the judgment to come could encourage people to 

seek His mercy now. 

https://www.logos.com/

