
Revelation 19 
 
 

Review of Chapter 18 
• An angel announced that Babylon the Great had fallen, and described Babylon’s sins. 
• The kings of the earth, who had committed adultery with Babylon, pronounced a series of 

“woes” upon Babylon 
• An angel picked up a bolder, threw it into the sea, and described Babylon’s fall. 
 
 
Outline of Revelation 19 
  I. A Great Multitude in Heaven, 1-5 
 II. Heaven Rejoices in the Preparation of the Marriage of the Lamb, 6-10 
III. Christ, the Warrior King on a White Horse, 11-16 
IV. The Fall of the Beast, the False Prophet, and Their Forces, 17-21 
 
According to verse 1-3, what did John hear from the roar of a great multitude? 
• 4 times in verses 1-7 we read “Hallelujah” = “God be praised” or “Paise the 

Lord” (hallel—to praise; jah, a shortened form of YHWH—God) 
→ Revelation 17 is the only place in the New Testament where the word hallelujah is found. 
• From verses1-2, search for all the truths about God you can find 
• For the phrase “the smoke from her goes up for ever and ever” see Revelation 18:8. From 

this phrase we can assume that Babylon’s destruction is final; she never will rise again. 
 
From verses 4-5, who next chimed in with praises to God? 
• The 24 elders and 4 living creatures fell down and worshiped God, shouting “Amen,      

Hallelujah!” 
• “Falling down” showed total humility and submissiveness to God 
• Next, a voice from heaven added praise to God 
• The verse does not tell us the identity of this “voice from heaven,” but most Bible teachers 

say the voice likely came from one of the 24 elders 
• How does verse 5 show who should praise God and why? 
 
Verses 6-10 describe the coming of the marriage supper of the Lamb. What can we learn 
from these verses? 
 

Wedding customs in New Testament times had 3 parts: 
1. First, a marriage contract was signed by the parents of the bride and the bridegroom, and 

the parents of the bridegroom or the bridegroom himself would pay a dowry to the bride 
or her parents. This part began what was called the betrothal period—what we would  
today call the engagement 

2. The second step in the process usually occurred a year later, when the bridegroom,      
accompanied by his male friends, went to the house of the bride at midnight, creating a 
torchlight parade through the streets. The bride would know in advance this was going 
to take place, and so she would be ready with her maidens, and they would all join the    
parade and end up at the bridegroom’s home. This custom is the basis of the parable of 
the ten virgins in Matthew 25:1–13.   

https://www.gotquestions.org/bridegroom.html
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2025.1%E2%80%9313


 
• The sound of the great multitude in verse 6:  
 Like the roar of rushing waters 
 Like the sound of loud peals of thunder 
• God is praise because He r________. 
• Verse 7—Because God reigns what is our 3-fold response? 
• Verse 8—describe the bride’s apparel 
• What wonderful words did the angel speak to John in verse 9? 
• From verse 9b, how can we know that the Marriage Supper of the Lamb will be a reality 

one day? 
• From verse 10, what did John do next, and what was he told. What should we learn about 

our worship from verse 10. 
• According to verse 10b, what does the Holy Spirit do in our lives and in our worship? 

3. The third phase was the marriage supper itself, which might go on for days, as illustrated 
by the wedding at Cana in John 2:1–2. 
 
What John’s vision in Revelation pictures is the wedding feast of the Lamb (Jesus Christ) 
and His bride (the Church) in its third phase. The implication is that the first two phases 
have already taken place. The first phase was completed on earth when each individual    
believer placed his or her faith in Christ as Savior. The dowry paid by the bridegroom’s      
parent (God the Father) would be the blood of Christ shed on the Bride’s behalf. The 
Church on earth today, then, is “betrothed” to Christ, and, like the wise virgins in the       
parable, all   believers should be watching and waiting for the appearance of the            
Bridegroom . 
   The second phase symbolizes the rapture/resurrection of the Church, when Christ comes 
to claim His bride and take her to the Father’s house.  
   The marriage supper then follows as the third step, and takes place in heaven.  
   Today, we are in the waiting period between steps 1 &2 and step 3.  
   The marriage supper of the Lamb is a glorious celebration of all who are in Christ! The 
full description of this supper is described in Revelation 21—22. 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%202.1%E2%80%932


Revelation 19:1-10  -  4 Views 
Historicist 
• The Fall of Babylon is the fall of the papal system of the Roman Catholic Church 
• With the fall of the papal system, the church is prepared to join Jesus in further conquests 

of the nations through the gospel and to celebrate Jesus’ triumphal reign 
• Historicists believe Jews will just at, or after this catastrophe, be converted and join, and 

perhaps take the lead in, the earthly church’s song of praise in vv.1-8 
• The marriage of the Lamb (v.7) is understood variously among historicists: 
1. It represents the future state of the true church sometime in the future, or 
2. It refers to the true church in the present, and this relationship with Jesus will only           

intensify, or 
3. The true church is to be recognized as Jesus’ faithful bride; the church no more appears as 

a decorated harlot as it had during the papal supremacy 
• The rebuke to John for foolishly falling down to worship the angel stands as a reminder of 

the sinfulness of worshiping any created being or thing, something the great apostate 
church failed to learn: Mary, popes, saints, relics, nor angels are to be worshiped. 

 
Preterist 
• The late David Chilton, a noted preterist, has presented a side-by-side comparison of the 

first 6 verses of Revelation 19 with the last 5 verses of Revelation 11 . . .  
 Loud voices in heaven 11:15; 19:1 
 The declaration of the commencement of the reign of God 11.15, 17; 19:1,6, 
 The 24 elders fall on their faces in worship 11:16; 19:4 
 The avenging of the blood of God’s servants 11:18; 18:24: 19:2 
 A reference to God’s servants who fear Him, great and small 11:18; 19:5 
 Loud noises, including thundering 11:19; 19:6 
• The marriage of the Lamb v.7 is the equivalent to the opening of the Temple and the full 

establishment of the New Covenant with the inclusion of Gentiles 
• Note 2 matters from vv.7-8: (1) The righteous acts that comprise the Bride’s wedding attire 

are a gift of God’s grace given to her by God, and (2) The Bride has made herself ready. 
These 2 points bring out both our part and God’s part in the sanctification of the church 

 
Futurist 
• The “Bride” is to be seen as the Church of the New Testament; the marriage supper is a 

figure of the ultimate union of Christ with His people 
• The timing of the marriage supper will be immediately after the rapture of the church       

although futurists say the rapture occurred 15 chapters earlier in Revelation 4:1, so here in 
19:7-8 that supper is only officially announced 

• Since the church is the bride at the marriage, the invited “guests” (v.9) are saved persons 
from the past and future ages. Another futurist sees the church as both the bride and those 
invited guests 

 
Idealist 
• This is the 5th time in the Book of Revelation when we are brought to the end when Christ 

will return: 6:12ff; 11:15ff; 14:14ff; 16:17ff; and 19:1-10 
• The day of the marriage supper is the day of Christ’s return 
• The “fine linen, v.8, worn by the bride is “the sum of the saintly acts of the members of 

Christ, wrought in them by the Holy Spirit.” 



As the heavens were opened to John (vv.11-16), search these verses for the 14 things John 
saw. 
→ In Revelation 4:1 a door opened into heaven, but here heaven itself is opened for further  
     revelations to John 
1. A white horse, v.11 = a symbol of victorious conquest; see Revelation 17:15-18 
2. Its rider was called “Faithful and True,” v.11= in contrast with the faithless and deceitful 

Babylon of Revelation 18 
3. This rider judges justly and wages war, v.11; see Revelation 16:5-7 
4. His eyes are like blazing fire, v.12 = nothing can be hidden from the Messiah 
5. On his head are many crowns, v.12 = The dragon wore 7 crowns and the first beast had 10 

crowns, but Christ has “many crowns,” Jesus’ unlimited authority and sovereignty 
6. He has a name written on him that no one knows but himself, v.12 = shows the mystery of 

His person; our finite minds never will grasp all that can be known about Jesus 
7. He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, v.13 = blood from the enemies He has conquered; 

Isaiah 63:3 
8. His name is the Word of God, v.13 = see John 1:1 
9. The armies of heaven were following him, v.14 = a symbol of Christ’s victory 
10. They, too, rode on white horses and were dressed in linen, white and clean, v.14; see      

Revelation 19:8 
11. Coming out of the mouth of the rider of v. 1 is a sharp sword used to strike down the        

nations, v.15 = the lethal power of His judgments; Hebrews 4:12 
12. He rules the nations with an iron scepter, v.15 = the “iron” suggests that the Messiah is 

strong and unyielding in His mission 
13. He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty, v.15 = the Lord’s wrath 

against sin 
14.On his robe and on his thigh are written these words: King of kings, and Lord of lords, v.16 
= not just any king but THE King, and not just any lord, but THE Lord 
 
 

Revelation 19:11-16 —4 Views 

Historicist 
• The white horse is symbolic of the ongoing victories accomplished by the church 

through the Word of God 
• The sword is symbolic of His words and doctrines, as penetrating the hearts of people 
• The robe dipped in blood and treading the winepress are word pictures that come from 

Isaiah 63 
• The “armies in heaven” (v.14) are the redeemed who accompany Him as witnesses of 

His victory, and to participate in the joy of the triumph 
 
 
 

Preterist 
• These verses do not show the return of Jesus, but show the continuing warfare of the 

church through the proclamation of the gospel following the fall of Babylon (Ch. 18) 
• The battle here is waged and won by the Word of God 
• The sword represents that by preaching, teaching, and testimony the Word of God      

conquers the world for Christ. 



 

What do we see in verses 17-18? 
• An angel standing in the sun, crying out in a loud voice to all the birds  (refers to birds of 

prey such as eagles and vultures) 
• The angel cried out, “Come, gather together for the great supper of God, so that  you may 

eat the flesh of kings, generals, and the mighty, of horses and their riders, and the flesh of 
all people, free and slave, great and small.” 

 
 This battle scene shows Christ’s victory of the beast and his followers 
 An angel summons birds of prey to be reader for the greatest supper they will ever eat 
 John saw the beast and his followers, the kings of the earth and their armies, and the false 

prophet gathered to go against the Rider on the white horse and His army. 
 These 2 verses describe the single most gruesome act of carnage ever in the history of     

humankind; the entire army will come to do battle and, with the Word of Christ, they will 
be totally annihilated. 

 Their flesh will be left for the birds of prey to eat 
 This battle mentioned previously in Revelation 14:20 
 This “great supper” contrasts with the Marriage Supper of the Lamb (19:9) 
 These 2 verses mirror Ezekiel 39:17, 20 
 Many Bible teachers see this scene as the Battle of Armageddon (see Revelation 16:16, and 

outpouring of the 7th bowl of judgment, vv.17-21) 
 
 
Verses 19-21 describe this great battle in more detail 
• The beast, his armies, and the kings of the earth gather to wage war against the Rider on the 

white horse 
• The beast is captured 
• The false prophet who had performed signs on the beast’s behalf also is captured 
• We now see that the beast had deceived his followers when he talked them into getting the 

mark of the beast and worshiping the image the beast had set up 
• The beast and false prophet were thrown into a fiery lake of burning sulfur 
• The rest were killed with the sword coming out of the mouth of the Rider on the horse 
• Bird of prey gorged themselves on the flesh of the fallen 
 
 In the end, only 2 armies remain: the beast’s armies and the Lord’s armies. Only one group 

survives. The rest become bird food 

Futurist 
• The armies in heaven (v.14) are coming in victory and judgment to establish His          

millennial kingdom on earth. These armies are the redeemed, the church 
• The sword—the only weapon used in His warfare is the Word of God 
 
 

Idealist 
• He has “mystery” because He is faithful and true, wields the Word of God, and has a 

name written that no one knew except Himself. 
• The armies in heaven are the glorified redeemed who are not in the company of Jesus 
• The sword = shows the word that Christ will speak to judge people in the last day 



 We do not read here that Jesus’ army ever struck a blow. Nor do we read that this battle is a 
prolonged one going on for months or even years. This victory was Christ’s victory, and 
His victory alone, total victory. And He accomplished the victory with the breath of His 
Word 

 The battle had been won long before when the Rider died on a cross 
 The “fiery lake of burning sulfur” mirrors Revelation 14:10 
 Only 1 enemy is left, the dragon (Satan), and his demise is described in Revelation 20 
 
 

 
Application of These Verses to Our Lives 
1. When you are on Jesus’ side you are on the winning side, every time. 
2. God will eventually remove all evil, suffering, and persecution. 
3. Eternal punishment for unbelief is real. 
4. “This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith” (1 John 5:4). Keep on   

living for Jesus. 
5. Each day we live as believers, we do not go out to “gain a victory.” We go out in the power 

and authority of a victory already won. The cross is that victory. 

Verses 11-21—4 Views 
 

Historicist 
• The Lord’s army = the host of the redeemed, the saved. While they go to battle dressed 

in white clothing, their leader’s clothing had been dipped in blood (the cross). 
• The end of the beast and the false prophet show the end of Papal power. 
 
Preterist 
• The battle described in these verses mirrors the battle of the fall of Jerusalem in 70 AD. 

After that fall, Israel became a sacrificial corpse 
• The rider on the white horse is Jesus. As one preterist has written 

  “The rider on the white horse is still riding on.  
Let  the church follow, clothed in line, white and clean.” 

 
Futurist 
• The beast, the false prophet, and their followers (armies) foolishly join in the battle 

against Christ and His armies. The outcome never is in question. In the end, the beast 
and the false prophet are captured and assigned to the lake of fire, while the rest of those 
resisting Christ are killed with the sword out of His mouth. 

 
Idealist 
• Most idealists see this scene as the time when Jesus returns and make one final assault 

on unbelief, the spirit of anti-Christ. 
• At Christ’s second coming, Satan’s persecution of the Church (symbolized in the beast) 

and his power to deceive on earth (shown by the false prophet) shall cease forever. 


