
Rev. Karin Ellis, Pastor 

Dr. Kristen Simpson, Music Director 

Vica Simonian, Accompanist 

Liberty Vigran, Administrative Assistant 

Hymn  “The God of Abraham Praise”      UMH, #116 
 

 

*Blessing 
 

 

Musical Blessing         “Shalom to You”      UMH, #666 
 

 

Postlude 

  



GATHERING 

 Prelude 
  

  

  

*Call to Worship  

From generation to generation, God names us and claims us. 

Blessed be the Lord, our God. 

When we try to tell God what to do, Christ leads us back onto the paths 

of life. 

Let all who draw breath come back to the Lord. 

From our earliest steps, the Holy Spirit guides our steps and sets before 

us the ways of life. 

Let the faithful rejoice in the mysteries of our God. 

From generation to generation, God names us and claims us. 

Let heaven and earth praise God’s holy name. 
 

  

  

 *Hymn           “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”       UMH, #103 
 

 

 

*Opening Prayer  

Spirit of the ages, name us and claim us according to your purposes, 

as you once called Abram and Sarai long ago. Train our ears to hear 

your call, and tune our hearts to open at the sound of your voice. As 

we pick up our cross and follow you, raise us to newness of life. For 

you call us to be children of your covenant, heirs with your Son, and 

disciples of your grace. Amen. 
 

 

 

Passing of the Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

PROCLAMATION 

 

Word for Children 
 

 

 

Prayer Song “Prayer Is the Soul’s Sincere Desire      UMH, #492 v. 2 

2ND SUNDAY IN LENT     FEBRUARY 28TH 2021, 10:30 AM 

Prayer of Confession 

Gracious God, you reached into Abraham and Sarah's lives and asked them 

to dream the impossible dream— that you would transform what appears to 

have been a barren and lifeless situation into one overflowing with promise 

and hope— and, through faith in you, they believed your promises. 

Forgive us, O God, if we never get beyond thinking of your call on our 

lives as an impossible dream or even as an unwelcome interruption. 
 

 

Merciful God, Jesus revealed the great depth of your love in his determina-

tion to defeat evil even when this meant giving up his own life. 

Forgive us, O God, when we allow the power of evil to flourish because 

we fear that taking up one's cross would be just too costly an exercise. 
 

 

Gracious and loving God, forgive our lack of trust in you; have mercy on us 

and forgive us. Help us when we hesitate and strengthen us when we are 

weak. 

Breathe your Spirit afresh into our hearts and minds—our lives— so 

that we have the courage to follow Jesus wherever he takes us. Amen. 
 

 

Silence 
 

 

Words of Assurance 

The good news is that by following Jesus, we find faith, forgiveness, heal-

ing, and wholeness. Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

 

Scripture         Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 
 

 

Message         “Change”              Rev. Karin Ellis 

 

RESPONSE  

 

Offerings to God 

 Offertory 
 Doxology                UMH, #95 

*Prayer 

God of abundant blessings, we offer our gifts to you, asking that 

they may be used to help a world in need. May our gifts help  

others hear your voice as you call their names. In the spirit of 

your grace and peace, we pray. Amen.  


