
 

“Now to him who is able to do im-

measurably more than all we ask or 

imagine …” —Ephesians 3:20 

If you are experiencing financial hardship, 

don’t let your inability to give at this time  

keep you from participating and serving in 

church.  Remember that God honors our 

faithfulness and that your acceptance is not 

based upon your capacity to  give.  Please let 

our pastor know of your situation so that he 

can pray for you and support you. 
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I humbly acknowledge that everything I 

have comes from and belongs to you, and 

I come to you filled with gratitude and 

thanksgiving. 

 

Lord, I desire to serve you and to invest in 

your work through my church.  I ask for 

your wisdom and courage as I seek to de-

termine your will for my life as it relates 

to the sharing of my financial blessings 

 

Please accept my gift and multiply it to 

fulfill your plans for Lyons First United 

Methodist Church as we imagine more 

and fulfill your mission in the world.   

 

In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Dear God, 

Stewardship 
 
 

Guide to  

Prayer 

& 

Preparation 



An Annual Commitment 

Each year, we ask each member of the church to 

return an annual commitment card, pledging 

their tithes and offerings for the coming year.  

The process of prayerfully asking God to guide 

your decision and then making an commitment 

is an act of worship, gratitude, praise, and an 

opportunity to serve God with your financial 

resources. 

Your tithes and offerings support our church’s 

ministry and mission.  The annual commitment 

cards make it possible for our church to budget, 

plan, and expand our ministries in the coming 

year.   

Begin with Prayer:  Thank God for 

blessing you and ask God for guidance and 

discernment about  your commitment.  Your 

offerings express your desire to serve the Lord 

and your investment in God’s work. 

Assess your Finances:  This is a good tim e 

to look at your budget.  What does your 

spending say about your priorities?  If you’d like 

to learn more about biblically based financial 

management, we can help you with resources. 

Make a Generous Commitment:  

Determine the percentage of your income that 

you will give in the coming year and complete 

your Estimate of Giving Commitment Card.  

Will you grow towards a tithe?  Will you  join 

others in giving in excess of your tithe?  If you 

are not yet tithing, consider taking a step.  Set a 

percentage of your income that you can increase 

each year until you reach the tithing goal 

Celebrate your Commitment:  On 

Imagine More Stewardship Sunday (October 

23rd), we present our commitments to God.  

A Guide to Giving 
 

Worship 

“Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; bring an offering and come before him.  Worship he Lord in 

the splendor of his holiness.”  1 Chronicles 16:29 

 

Our annual giving represents an act of worship in which we thank God for our blessings and symbolically 

return the first fruits of our labor as an offering to the Lord.  The Bible teaches us to give a tithe, or the first 

ten percent, of what we earn to God and God’s work 

 

Stewardship 

“The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it.”  Psalm 24:1 

 

Stewardship, which means to serve as one who manages another’s property, finances, or affairs, is not just a 

means for the church to raise money.  For Christians, stewardship is a way of life that recognizes that every-

thing we have is God’s, and we are simply managing those resources while here on earth  Through our stew-

ardship, we are the heart, spirit, and hands of God, reaching out in love to share with our world. 

 

Ministry 

“Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, people will praise God for the obedience that 

accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with 

everyone else.”  2 Corinthians 9:13 

 

Our tithes and offerings support our church’s ministry and mission.  Over the years, we have committed our 

resources to God, and God has truly blessed and used them to change lives, transform our community, and 

renew the church.  Worship, programs for children and teens, adult Bible studies and Sunday school classes, 

pastoral care and support, missions, and community projects are all supported by annual giving that pro-

vides the operating funds for our church.  The annual commitment cards make it possible for our church to 

budget, plan and expand our ministries in the coming year. 

 

Commitment 

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all 

your mind; and love your neighbor as yourself.”  Luke 10:27 

 

Commitment is a spiritual act.  It challenges us to meet the goals we strive for.  Members of Lyons First Unit-

ed Methodist Church make commitments to uphold the church with their Prayers, Presence, Gifts, Service, & 

Witness. 

 

We don’t tell you how much you should give to support the ministry of the church, but the bible teaches us to 

give a tithe, or 10 percent, to God.  For many, the tithe is just the beginning, and they experience the joy of 

generosity by giving far more to God.  If you are currently not tithing, our hope is that you will commit a per-

centage of your income and increase that amount as you are able in the future until you reach the tithe.  You 

should celebrate each step you take as you anticipate your growth in generosity! 


