LYONS Lyons, Georgia
First United Methodist Church

Hope
for the

Future
Capital Campaign

Message
from the

Pastor

Everyday, I find myself in humble awe of what God does through the Lyons First United Methodist Church.
Our love for God, our love for people, our warm and inviting family, and our hunger to be in prayerful mission
and ministry is an inspiration to me and to all we meet. As I’ve experienced our church and surveyed our
history, I see a long trajectory of rising up to the call of God. For 125 years, we have demonstrated the faith
and courage to live as people of hope and vital ministry.
God has strategically placed Lyons First in our community with a compelling
vision for the Kingdom of God: to make disciples of Jesus Christ who love God,
love each other, and love outside the walls. The world thirsts for God and
our community is in desperate need of what God has called us to offer.
We are here today because of the courageous leaders who hoped and
dreamed about God’s hopes for the future of our church. Now we have
a chance to provide the same thing for our congregation, for our
children, our grandchildren, and those who will become disciples of
Jesus Christ along with us in the future. We have a chance to provide a
future with hope.
That’s why I’m excited to invite you to participate in the
Hope for the Future Capital Campaign!

“We are here today because of the
courageous leaders who hoped and
dreamed about God’s hopes for the
future of our church.”

Our goals in this campaign are to:
1) Eliminate the burden of our debt.
2) Fund facility repairs and updates.
3) Create a facility reserve fund by raising $265,000
over the next 3 years.
Yet this campaign is about so much more than these things.
It is about casting off the spiritual burden of debt, it is about
paving a pathway of confidence that will allow us to
follow God’s dreams for our church, it’s about responding
to God’s call by preparing ourselves to receive God’s full
blessing for our future. This brochure captures this vision
and invites you be a part of this important work.
It is a great time to be a part of the Lyons First United
Methodist Church. It is also a great time to invest in Lyons
First’s future through this campaign. We’ve done it before
and we can do it again!
May we all be a part of providing hope for the future!

Jim Morrow

“We have a chance to provide
a future with hope.”

Message
Campaign
Director
from the

I love the Lyons First United Methodist Church. It has been my church
home for 60 years. My church family has rallied around me during my
many times of grief and rejoiced with me during my happy times as
well. During this time, I have seen every building replaced.
My first Sunday school class was upstairs and my high school class
met in the basement in a room with knotted-pine paneling. Then
the social hall was built (currently The Backyard). Then the parsonage
was built on the present site. Before then, it was the small white
wooden house next to the sanctuary. The former parsonage was
used as the nursery and Sunday school rooms for a while. Then
the little white house was removed to make way for the Robert
Garbutt Educational Building. After that, the new sanctuary was
built and later the new social hall replaced the old sanctuary.
Later, the youth building was purchased. A miracle Sunday
was held and this congregation of this church paid off the
cost of the building as well as some repairs that needed to
be made. So for the past 60 years, faithful members of
the Lyons First United Methodist Church have always
provided funding for these facilities.

“Oh may all who come behind us find us faithful
May the fire of our devotion light their way
May the footprints that we leave
Lead them to believe
And the lives we live inspire them to obey”

--Steve Green
Now this is an opportunity for all of us to give. In our capital
campaign, we are asking you to give over and above your regular,
yearly giving overa three-year period to eliminate debt/pay for projects
outside of the normal budget. This sacrificial giving will enable us to pay
off our debt and use the funds made at the Mission Outreach Center to further
God’s Kingdom outside of the walls of our church.

There is a song that keeps coming to my mind as we begin this capital
campaign: “May All Who Come Behind Us Find us Faithful.” The chorus
reminds us that we need to provide our future church members with a
place where they can love God, love each other, and love beyond the walls.
Please prayerfully consider what God is calling you to do in response to
our Hope for the Future Capital Campaign.

Mary Alice Wilder
Hope for the Future Capital Campaign Director

Hope
for the

Future
3 Year Plan
$100,000
Eliminate debt.

$65,000
Facility repairs.

$100,000
Facility reserves fund.

3 Year Goal:

$265K

Introducing

Lyons First UMC’s
Three-Year
Capital Campaign
“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and
not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”
–Jeremiah 29:11

Hope for a Future:

A Legacy

Forty years ago, the courageous and hope-filled
leaders of Lyons First United Methodist Church broke

Groundbreaking for our Fellowship Hall.

ground and began building the Robert Garbutt
Educational Building and the beautiful sanctuary
of our church.

Each Sunday we walk the halls of these buildings,
sharing the warmth and love of Christ with each
other. We gather in these very rooms to study the
Holy Scriptures, to fellowship, and to worship the
God of all creation. We are blessed with a church
facility that allows us to fulfill our God-given call to
make disciples of Jesus Christ who love God, love
each other, and love outside the walls.

“We are blessed with a

church facility that allows us
to fulfill our God-given call to
make disciples of Jesus Christ
who love God, love each other,
and love outside the walls.”

I can only imagine that those dedicated leaders
had us on their minds as they dreamed,
sacrificed, and led courageously. They had a vision
that those who would come after them would have
all that they needed to focus on Jesus Christ. They
had a vision of hope, trusting that God had a high

Groundbreaking for our
Sanctuary.

calling on the people called Methodist in Lyons,
GA and that God would bring growth and renewal
to our church. The hope for their future is now
our present reality. For their leadership and courage,
we are thankful and inspired.

The tradition of preparing for future generations
continued with the acquisition of the Connie Partin
Youth Building and the miraculous efforts of our

“G od has amazing

things in store for our
children, our grandchildren,
and residents of our
community who will
come to Christ through
the ministry of Lyons
First UMC.”

congregation to pay off the mortgage. Again our
church gave hope for the future when we set aside
the funds that would be later used to replace the
roof on the education building without requiring debt.

Throughout our 125-year history, our church has
paved the way for those who would come later.
Their hope for the future is now our present reality.
Now it’s our turn. God has amazing things in store
for our children, our grandchildren, and the residents
of our community who will come to Christ
through the ministry of Lyons First UMC. The trail
has been blazed. Let’s provide a future with hope.
Robert Garbutt, for whom our
educational building was named.

The Vision of

Freedom
of
Mission & Ministry:
Eliminate Debt: $100,000
As a part of our “Hope for the Future” Capital Campaign,
we will eliminate our debt within 3 years and be free
to focus on the dreams and visions for the future of
our mission and ministry.

Two years ago, our church had a vision: to redeem
the corner of E. Wesley Ave. and State St. On this
site sat the old Dr. New Building and a historic gas
station. Over time, this area had become overgrown
and run down. It was a hiding place for illicit activity.
Our church had a new vision for this property:
transform it into a haven of hope for the hungry,
naked, and impoverished. Through the effort and
sacrifice of our congregation, we have established
the Wings of Hope Mission Outreach Center.

The Wings of Hope Mission Outreach Center
now houses our Thrift Store, which opened its
doors in 2013, and our Food Pantry. After
partnering with America’s Second Harvest, our
Food Pantry now feeds nearly 150 people per
month. Similarly, in 2014, our church needed to
repair and renovate our parsonage.

“Through the effort
and sacrifice of our
congregation, we
have established the
Wings of Hope Mission
Outreach Center.”

Without any funds available for such large projects, it
was necessary to borrow money and use a small
amount of reserved funds. Currently, we are paying
nearly $10,000 per year in debt service from our
operating budget preventing us from using these
funds for disciple-making ministry. Similarly, all of the
proceeds from the Thrift Store are tied up by debt
service.

Our debt-free vision is to free our general budget
for ministry and to use the Thrift Store proceeds
to fund the growing mission opportunities possible
through the Wings of Hope Mission Outreach
Center. Imagine what our church can do in the
name of Jesus Christ when this happens!

The Vision of

Hospitality
Our steeple stands tall in the Lyons skyline, a
beacon of hope and good news to our community.
Our sanctuary is reminiscent of Noah’s Ark, telling our
city that we offer the saving presence of God in
a world that is in desperate need. When someone
new walks into our facility, they will find a warm,
inviting environment, filled with people who will
love them and help them grow as disciples
of Jesus Christ.

Fund Facility Repairs:

$65,000

Our sanctuary offers a beautiful place for worship.

In addition, the interior of the Gas Station will be

The Connie Partin Youth Building is a testament to

completed and outfitted as a multi-use space allowing

our commitment to the youth of our community.

for small group meetings, community space, and more.

The Backyard and Children’s Wing are perfect spaces
to share the Good News of Jesus Christ with our children

Our “Hope for the Future” Campaign will allow us to

and their families. Our Sunday School rooms and social

meet all of these needs ensuring that Lyons First will

hall provide for discipleship for adults and people of

continue to live into its legacy of a welcoming and

all ages. The Wings of Hope Mission Outreach Center is a

hospitable place to experience God.

strategic facility for loving outside the walls of our church.
These are the gifts that our church has given to us
and to the community. In order for our facility
to continue such strong witness for the Gospel,
we must continue to keep it in good repair and in
such condition that it continues to extend hospitality
to our church members and the community.
Currently, there are areas of our exterior that need
repair and attention. New gutters are required around
the facility to prevent water from irreparably damaging
our brickwork and grounds and to prevent further
water from seeping inside the building. Soffits, trimwork, and fascia boards need to be replaced and
painted. In order to prevent deterioration of our
steeple, we need to clean and paint it. Other small, yet
important items need attention on the interior as well.
The Gas Station is near completion. One of the most
pressing needs is to complete the grading and paving
between the Mission Outreach Center and the Gas
Station. A lot of work has already been done, but
the project needs to be completed. Currently, rainwater
runoff causes inhospitable conditions on our sidewalks,
and potential damage as it runs undirected along
the back of the Mission Outreach Center.

O ur “Hope for the Future” Campaign

will allow us to meet all of these needs
ensuring that Lyons First will continue to live into
its legacy of a welcoming and hospitable
place to experience God.

The Vision of

Legacy
Create a Facility Reserve Fund:

$100,000

A few years ago, the roof on the education building

for in advance. At the same time, with no plan in

needed to be replaced. Thankfully, our church did

place, these events will become emergencies that

not have to divert its focus from disciple-making

will require us to divert money, focus, time, and

ministry in order to deal with an emergency. Why not?

energy away from the ministry of our church.

Because our past leadership was wise enough to

Our “Hope for the Future” Capital Campaign will

set aside a substantial amount of money to be

allow us to create a Facility Reserve Fund that is

used for future needs, like replacing that roof.

specifically designed to meet these needs. This
fund will be a designated fund to be used specifically

Now it is our turn to provide the same security and

for future repair and replacement needs.

resources for the inevitable repair of our facility.
With this fund in place, we can ensure that our
Any homeowner knows that things like air

church is poised to be stewards of the facility that

conditioning units, water heaters, paint, roofs,

is entrusted to us without resorting to debt. As this

and appliances are not eternal. Eventually, they

fund grows, so will our ability to focus on God’s vision

will need to be repaired or replaced. The same is

for a future for Lyons First—a future with hope.

true with our church building. For example, within
the next few years, we will need to replace heating
and cooling units and other items in our facility.
Our church does not currently have any reserve
funding for such events. With no other option to
make these necessary repairs, we will be faced with
either borrowing money again or launching an
additional capital campaign. Neither of these
options is desirable, especially considering that
these repairs are inevitable and can be prepared

“L

yons First United Methodist Church is where I found
a solid foundation of faith and generosity that reaches far
beyond the immediate walls of the church.

“M

y family was not originally from Lyons, but we became a part

of Lyons First Methodist twelve plus years ago. I was Baptist and Alexis
was Methodist but what mattered was that we both wanted a church that

The faithfulness of our congregation has been passed on to
several generations through service, dedication and love for God,
family and community.

opened its doors to the hearts of everyone and the people of this church and

The generosity is always expanding . . . reaching out to the
community. There's hope abounding with food, some meals
and encouragement weekly at the food pantry; clothing and
other items are donated and available through Wings of
Hope Thrift store.

to Love God, Love one Another, and learn to Love Outside the Walls of our

Lyons First United Methodist
Church is my home church
because God is the center of
our worship through song,
word and deed.”

“T

Marilyn Cowart

the desire to serve God and his community was on display from the very
beginning . Now that our little boy is a part of this church we want him to learn
church through our church
ministries for years to come.”

“O

Mark Montfort

ver fifty years ago, I moved my membership to Lyons First United

Methodist Church to join with my husband, Powell Collins. This was a number
one priority for both of us to unite in a church that we thought would help us

here are many things I love about Lyons First United

to become more deeply rooted in our faith. We joined the John Durst Sunday

Methodist Church. Being a member has always made me feel

School Class and from that day forward, our lives have been richly blessed

welcome and the love and care that the people show is tremendous.

through Bible study and fellowshipping with our brothers and sisters in Christ

The congregation always welcomes new members and takes time

who have mentored us in our faith. Again, our lives were blessed with

to get to know and speak with you. It seems as if LFUMC is like one big

outstanding teachers who taught our children the importance of loving The

family, very loving and close.
I feel as if Lyons FUMC is vital to our community because it is the
simple process of giving that serves to the community and makes

Lord Our God with all heart, soul and mind. I like to think of Lyons First United
Methodist Church as ‘The Lighthouse At The Top Of The Hill’ that shares God’s
Light and Love with all who come our way through our Nursery, Children,

people happy. Whether it is sharing the word, inviting somebody to

Youth, and Adult Departments, United Methodist Women, Men’s Club,

church that doesn’t go, or simply volunteering with the many

Hillclimbers Group, and the Missions Outreach Programs. We truly believe

activities that we coordinate, LFUMC is a huge part of our community.

that Lyons First United Methodist Church fulfills our purpose through first loving
God, second, loving others, and third, loving beyond the walls of this church.

Giving/generosity has impacted my life in many ways. The act of
giving something makes both the giver and the receiver happy.
It always puts a smile on my face when I see that somebody else
is just as equally happy. Being generous is
one of the best
qualities a person
can have in this

Courtney Johnson

We have been richly blessed with an Outstanding Music Program and many
Wonderful Pastors who have shared God’s Message with us through the years.
To God be the glory!!”

Powell & Joy Collins

world.”

“W

hen I think about ”home”, I think about my family, my childhood home on East Grady Avenue, Partin Park, and Lyons First United
Methodist Church. All of these people and places molded and shaped me in some special way. I was fortunate to have a family that encouraged
me to attend church, grow in faith, and serve others. Through all my years, I have always known that I have the support, prayers, teaching, and
encouragement of the people of this great church. I am blessed to have watched and learned from great leaders in our church, who taught me
the importance of Christian Service. I believe LFUMC is a beacon of hope in our community capable of reaching others for Christ for years to come
with our focus of “Loving God, Loving Others and Loving Beyond Our Walls. As I think about
my daughters and other children growing up here, I know that they can have that same sense
of ”home” and build spiritual foundations if we are faithful stewards of what Christ has blessed
us with today.”

Jeremy Joyner
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