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WEEK NINE DEVOTIONS

Set apart
Holy, holy God We are Yours alone

You are worthy God
Reign in our hearts 

and home



Set ApaRt 
BUT YOU ARE A CHOSEN RACE, A ROYAL PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, 

A PEOPLE FOR HIS OWN POSSESSION, THAT YOU MAY PROCLAIM THE EXCELLENCIES 
OF HIM WHO CALLED YOU OUT OF DARKNESS INTO HIS MARVELOUS L IGHT. 

–  I  P E T E R  2 : 9  –   

V E R S E  1  
Holy, holy God, we are Yours alone 

You are worthy, God; reign in our hearts and home 

P R E C H O RU S  
All we have, all we hold is from Your hand 

We’re not our own 

C H O RU S  
We are set apart, created for Your glory, shining in the dark the light of Jesus 

We will live for You, and tell the world Your story through the way we live and how we love 
May every moment of our lives be a living sacrifice, good and beautiful in Your sight 

V E R S E  2  
Shepherd of our hearts, keeper of our souls 

We cling to You for truth we’ll trust and follow You 

P R E C H O RU S  

C H O RU S  

B R I D G E  
We choose holiness, we choose surrender 

We choose obedience; Lord, Your ways are better 
(Repeat Bridge) 

Oh, they’re better 

C H O RU S  

TA G  
Good and beautiful in Your sight 
Good and beautiful in Your sight

Words and Music by Emily Martin.      ©2020 JME Sounds (BMI).     All Rights Reserved. Used by permission.
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SCRIPTURE 

Set apart
DAY ONE

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for His own 
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of  Him who called you out of  

darkness into His marvelous light.

1 Peter 2:9

We are set apart, 
created for Your glory

Shining in the dark 
the light of Jesus

We will live for You and 
tell the world Your story
"rough the way we live 

and how we love

May every moment 
of our lives, be 

a living sacri$ce
Good and beautiful 

in your sight
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     DEVOTION 

'R�\RX�KDYH�D�IDYRULWH�FDQG\"�+RZ�DERXW�D�IDYRULWH�ÁDYRU�6NLWWOH�RU�FRORU�0	0"�+DYH�\RX�HYHU�RSHQHG�
up a package of  candy with friends and picked out all the red Sour Patch Kids for yourself  so that you could 
make sure to have them all? Maybe you’ve made a batch of  cookies, where only a few of  them turn out just 
right, and you set the bad ones on their plate so you can keep all the good ones to yourself? These are funny 
examples, but this is kind of  what it’s like when the Bible tells us that we are set apart for God.

To be “set apart” means to keep or save something for a special purpose and to be of  a quality that 
makes something better or different from other things. When the Bible talks about Christians being 
a “holy nation,” it means that we are set apart as people that belong to God and have a special purpose in 
the world around us.

As God’s people, we are to be different, shining like lights in the dark, because we love God and obey 
His commands. Most of  all, we are to tell the world about the greatness and goodness of  the one true 
God, who through Jesus Christ, has saved us and changed our lives forever.

         FAMILY QUESTIONS

1. Is there anything you do as a family that is different from the world around you because you 
believe Jesus Christ is Lord?  
Try to name three things. How do these things show the world that you love and belong to God? 

           PRAYER

God, we are so thankful that we belong to You! Thank You for saving us and for calling us out of  the 
darkness of  our sin and into the light of  Your Son. Help us not to forget that You have given us a special 
purpose in this world every day. Help us to have the courage not to blend in, but to stand out and to 
show the world that You are God by the ways that we love and obey You. Amen!

”All true Christians are a chosen generation; they make one family, a people distinct from the world: of  
another spirit, principle, and practice; which they could never be, if  they were not chosen in Christ to be such, 
DQG�VDQFWLÀHG�E\�KLV�6SLULW��7KHLU�ÀUVW�VWDWH�LV�D�VWDWH�RI �JURVV�GDUNQHVV��EXW�WKH\�DUH�FDOOHG�RXW�RI �GDUNQHVV�LQWR�
a state of  joy, pleasure, and prosperity; that they should show forth the praises of  the Lord by their profession 
of  His truth, and their good conduct. How vast their obligations to Him who has made them his people, and 

has shown mercy to them!” - Matthew Henry
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SCRIPTURE 

Set apart
DAY TWO

Or do you not know that your body is a temple of  the Holy Spirit within you, whom 
you have from God? You are not your own, for you were bought with a price. 

So glorify God in your body.

1 Cor. 6:19-20

Holy, holy God We are Yours alone You are worthy God Reign in our hearts 
and home
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     DEVOTION 

We learned yesterday that being “holy” means to be set apart, sacred, and separate from other things. 
God has set us apart and called us holy as believers, not because we are holy or perfect in and of  our-
selves, but because HE is holy, and we are His and called to be like Him.

In the old testament, God made His holiness very clear to His people. In the temple, where God’s 
people worshipped, there was a special room, separated from all the others by a big, heavy curtain (or 
veil). This room was called the “holy of  holies.” It was the place where the presence of  God was, and no 
one could come inside except for a few chosen people that were called by God to serve Him.

When Jesus died on the cross for our sins, the Bible says that this curtain was ripped in half ! And 
now, for those of  us that believe in Christ, that same presence of  God, His Holy Spirit, lives inside of  us, 
making us a temple where the holy presence of  God dwells! We are like walking sanctuaries, showing and 
telling the world that God is holy and that He is our King and we are His.

         FAMILY QUESTIONS

”We are purchased; we belong to God; we are His by redemption; by a precious price paid; and we are bound, 
therefore, to devote ourselves, body, soul, and spirit, as He directs, to the glory of  His name, not to the 

JUDWLÀFDWLRQ�RI �WKH�ÁHVK���µ���$OEHUW�%DUQHV

1. If you think about yourself as a holy temple that has been bought by Jesus Himself, how does 
that change the way you think about the things you watch, wear, say, and do?  
Everything we say and do in our lives should show that we belong to God and not to the world. The 
way we spend our money, our time, and the way we love others should look different than the world 
around us. We can look to His Word and the life of  Jesus to see what holiness looks like. 

           PRAYER

God, You alone are completely holy and perfect. You are the one true light when all the world is 
ÀOOHG�ZLWK�WKH�GDUNQHVV�RI �VLQ��+HOS�XV�WR�UHPHPEHU�WKDW�LQ�&KULVW��ZH�DUH�WHPSOHV�RI �\RXU�+RO\�6SLULW��
because You bought us to be Your own at a great price! Help us to remember this today as we work, play, 
and love our family, friends, and strangers.
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SCRIPTURE 

Set apart
DAY THREE

For everything comes from You, and we have given You only what comes from 
Your own hand.

1 Chron. 29:14

All we have all we hold Is from Your hand We’re not our own
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     DEVOTION 

“Mine, mine, mine!” This is a word we hear a LOT in the Martin house lately. And if  you have little 
EURWKHUV�RU�VLVWHUV��\RX�PLJKW�EH�KHDULQJ�LW��WRR��´1R���ÀOO�LQ�WKH�EODQN�µ�WKLV�LV�´P\�WR\�µ�´P\�ERRN�µ�RU�
“my lollipop”! Or maybe if  you’re old enough, there might be a lot of  conversations going on in your 
house about “my phone,” “my games,” or “my money.”

Though this applies to every human on the planet, no matter what your age, it can be a little easier 
to understand from a kid’s perspective. Kids, where did your food, your games, or your toys come from? 
Did you buy them or were they given to you by your parents? And if  you did buy them, where did you 
get the money? How did you earn it? Probably from your parents or from a job where you worked hard 
and used your talents. And where did you get a mind and a body that can work hard and do creative 
WKLQJV"�2QO\�IURP�WKH�*RG�WKDW�FUHDWHG�\RX�LQ�WKH�ÀUVW�SODFH�

You see, no matter what is that we say we “have or hold,” nothing we have is ours! God “made the 
world and everything in it” (Acts 17:24), and so anything that we might call ours is His—to begin with! 
When we can admit this, it opens our hands—the same way that a kid might be quicker to share when he 
realizes that every toy in his room was given to him by his parents. When we realize that everything we 
have is a gift from God, it helps us to say with our things, our money, and our time, “all we have is from 
Your hand—we are not our own!”

         FAMILY QUESTIONS

1. What is one thing in your life you are tempted to say “that’s mine!”?  
When you remember that this thing is really a gift from God, does it change how you feel about it? 
Does it change how you might use it or even share it with others? 

           PRAYER

Father God, thank You for reminding us today that everything we have comes from You alone. 
The world is Yours and everything in it. God, You have given to us so generously! You’ve given us life, 
breath, food to eat and a beautiful world to live in. Most of  all, You gave us Your Son Jesus to die for 
our sins so that we could be with You forever! We belong to You, God, and we want to offer back to 
You every part of  our lives. Help us to be people that live with humble hearts and open hands to how 
You might call us to be a blessing to those around us.

“Of  thine own have we given thee—’For from thy presence all good comes, and of  the blessings of  
thy hands have we given thee.’” - Adam Clarke
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SCRIPTURE 

Set apart
DAY FOUR

The Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green pastures. He 
leads me beside still waters. He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of  righteousness 

for His name’s sake.

Psalm 23:1-3

Shepherd of 
our hearts

Keeper of 
our souls

We cling to You 
for truth

We’ll trust 
and follow You
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     DEVOTION 

What is the job of  a shepherd? What makes a shepherd a good shepherd? It turns out there is a LOT 
PRUH�WR�VKHSKHUGLQJ�WKDQ�MXVW�KDQJLQJ�RXW�ZLWK�D�EXQFK�RI �FXWH��ÁXII\�VKHHS��$QG�WKDW�LV�PRVWO\�EHFDXVH�
sheep are tricky animals to care for! They’re stubborn, they wander off  and get lost, they’re defenseless against 
predators, they fall over and can’t get back up, they can easily eat plants that might kill them, and even if  they’re 
LQ�D�ÀHOG�RI �KHDOWK\��JUHHQ�JUDVV��WKH\�DUH�TXLFN�WR�RYHUHDW�DQG�PDNH�WKHPVHOYHV�VLFN��0\�JRRGQHVV��6KHHS�QHHG�
a lot of  help and care from a strong and tender shepherd to survive!

Isn’t it amazing then to think about how the Bible talks about God being OUR Shepherd? We humans, 
are a lot more like sheep than we might like to think. We have a lot of  needs. Our hearts wander off  and get us 
into trouble when we try to do things our own way. We make bad decisions that might make us feel like we’ve 
IDOOHQ�DQG�FDQ·W�JHW�EDFN�XS��:H�UXQ�WR�WKLQJV�WR�WU\�DQG�ÀOO�XV�XS�WKDW�RQO\�PDNHV�RXU�KHDUWV�VLFN��:H�1(('�D�
shepherd—a Shepherd that will love us, feed us, lead us, and protect us.

Psalm 23 tells us that the Lord is our Shepherd. He gives us everything we truly need. He leads us in paths 
that are for our joy and our good. He protects and restores our souls from the greatest enemy in our lives—
our sin—by sending Jesus, the good Shepherd, to die for us and defeat sin and death forever. We are safe and 
can lie down in peace under His amazing care.

Since we, like sheep, are so in need of  a shepherd, and since Jesus is the best one there is, shouldn’t we 
cling to Him for what is good and true in our lives? Let’s make the choice each day to trust our Shepherd and 
follow Him.

         FAMILY QUESTIONS

1. What are some areas of your life where you feel like you need a shepherd?  
These can be any habits or things you tend to cling to that don’t bring peace or joy into your life. (Par-
ents, this is a great time to share and confess weaknesses in front of  your kids. Share with them why 
you need a shepherd and how God ‘s Word helps us to follow Him into “green pastures.”) 

           PRAYER

Lord, thank You for being our good Shepherd. Thank You for loving us more than we can imagine 
and for caring about every moment of  our lives. We confess that we need Your presence and help to stay 
on the right paths. On our own, Lord, we get into trouble and choose things that bring destruction in our 
lives. Help us to cling to Your words for truth. Help us to trust and follow You.
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SCRIPTURE 

Set apart
DAY FIVE

Trust the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding. In all your 
ways acknowledge Him and He will make your paths straight.

Proverbs 3:5-6

We choose 
holiness

 we choose 
surrender

We choose 
obedience

Lord your ways 
are better
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     DEVOTION 

“Look both ways before you cross the street.” “Don’t touch the stove.” “Wash your hands.” “Brush 
your teeth.” “Don’t eat too much sugar.” “Don’t run with scissors.” “Share your toys.” “Tell the truth, no 
matter what.” “Time for bed!” These are just a few instructions we’ve probably all heard from parents at 
some point in our lives. We don’t always understand these things as kids, but eventually, as we grow older 
and wiser, we begin to see that they were for our good! However, in the moment of  actually needing to 
REH\��EHIRUH�ZH�XQGHUVWDQG��ZH�ÀQG�WKDW�DW�WKH�KHDUW�RI �REHGLHQFH�LV�WUXVW�

Trust has a lot more to do with “who” than it does about “what.” If  you trust the person who is 
talking to you, that he is truly good, wise, and have your best interests at heart, it’s a lot easier to 
do what he might ask of  you. Just like a kid with a scraped knee learns to trust his parent to clean and 
bandage the cut even if  it stings, the Lord asks us to obey out of  a heart that trusts Him. He asks us not 
to lean on our own ideas of  what’s best or the most fun and to trust Him, because the promise is that He 
will take care of  us, protect us, and make our paths straight.

This world is calling out to us all the time to trust in other things—to obey other voices of  what’s 
right and good—and we each have daily choices to make. If  we know that we belong to the Lord and 
LI �ZH�EHOLHYH�WKDW�+H�WUXO\�ORYHV�XV�DQG�NQRZV�EHVW��ZH�FDQ�FRQÀGHQWO\�DQG�KDSSLO\�VXUUHQGHU�DQG�REH\�
Him in all things, even before we understand.

         FAMILY QUESTIONS

1. Go around the table and share a time when you chose to obey someone before you understood.  
Was that person trustworthy? What did you discover after you obeyed? 

           PRAYER

Lord, we thank You for being such a good Father to us. You made the universe with a word and You 
are holding it together, even now. You also made us, love us and know us completely. You’ve given us 
Your Word so that we can know how to follow You and to see how You have been faithful to each gener-
ation of  people that have trusted You. You even gave your Son’s life to show us just how much You de-
sire to give us life in You! Lord, we confess that we are stubborn and slow to obey. We don’t know what’s 
best but sometimes we just want to do things our own way. Lord, help us to trust You and not our own 
understanding. Help us to obey You in everything because we are Yours and You are worthy of  our trust.

“Submit your whole mind to the Scripture. Don’t think you know better than God’s word. Bring it to 
bear on every area of  life. Become a person under authority.” - Tim Keller


