
Sermon Questions for your Small Group/LifeGroup to think on…  

Sermon: Under the Undershepherd, 1 Peter 5:5-7  
  

This week’s sermon talking points:  

1. All of you… The elders and those under their care. Peter recognizing the tension involved here both in the 
leadership and the submission within the local church.  

2. Clothing yourself spiritually is more important than physically. 

3. Humility and Pride are the filters through which our thoughts, attitudes, and motives are sifted before they 
are expressed to the world. 

4. The only way the outfit of humility fits is if we shed other things first. 
5. HUMILITY- Lived Out… 

a. Not simply compliance, or keeping your mouth shut, practicing self-abasement for the sake of self-
abasement… but lowliness of mind. 

b. Setting aside yourself so that God and others can be the focus of your attention. (J-O-Y) 
Deferring to others as a sign of spiritual maturity. As you are personally sanctified, others become 
more important. 

c. Pride is self-focused satisfaction at the expense of the fair valuation of others and ultimately God 
himself. 

d. Living in pride- setting yourself up to be God habitually, is to be at odds with God himself. 
e. Understanding that self-concern for the sake of ego isn’t necessary... BECAUSE, you know God has it 

under His control.  
f. Humility then is being freed to love God and love others. 

6. What should this look like for EBC and the pastor?  
a. The calling on the undershepherd in verses 2-4 are impossible without humility. 
b. If he wants/feels as if God is calling us to do something, try something new, etc., as long as it isn’t 

against Scripture, we should be open and willing to support it. 
c. As noble Bereans, allow your pastor to teach you God’s Word. 
d. Allow him to lead, even when you may disagree (methodologically or preferentially). 

i. Our personal pride often hides so long as we are able to view our leaders as a puppeteer does 
his puppet… so long as we are the puppeteer. 

e. Just like we honor God honoring our parents, or love Jesus by loving our neighbor, submitting to our 
spiritual leaders is akin to submitting to God.  

i. The way we demonstrate our obedience, love, and surrender to God is by living it our 
physically with the people He places in positions and roles around us. 

f. This isn’t to be a power play… either direction…. All of you clothe yourselves with humility. 
g. Honor a pastor by holding him biblically accountable. 

i. It isn’t that the church has authority over him, it’s that they recognize that they are all under 
the same biblical directives and commands. 

h. Don’t knit-pick them if they don’t meet all of your preferences… because I won’t. 
i. Love him and his family… Love covers a multitude of sins… Love is the fulfillment of the Greatest 

Commands. 
j. Stay committed to one another, your pastors, your church faith family, and this local community. 

 
Questions:   

1. What stuck out to you from this weekend’s message? Why? 

2. How do you define humility? What makes humility hard? How do you know you when you have become 
humble? 

3. Why is pride so bad? Why is God opposed to those who are proud? 

4. Why is humility essential for a healthy relationship between elders and congregation? 

5. Of the applications of humility within the church listed above, which one sticks out to you? Why? 

6. What other point would you add, beyond those listed, that is important for a biblically healthy 
elder/congregation relationship? 


