
Sermon Questions for your Small Group/LifeGroup to think on… 

Sermon: When Your Lot in Life Isn’t Fair, 1 Peter 2:18-20 

 

This week’s sermon talking points: 

1. Just as we are called to submit to our governing authorities, we are also called to submit to those other institutions 
which hold authority over us.  

2. It’s not about defending or defeating an institution on moral grounds, instead it’s about living out our faith well in 
the context in which we find ourselves.  

3. In these conditions where we don’t have a natural means or biblical warrant to escape, we then are called to 
submit.  

4. It is often through suffering (unjustly) that we most clearly demonstrate our trust in God’s sovereignty, His 
authority and His ultimate control. Our submission is a testimony to our faith and trust in God. Our unwillingness 
to retaliate like the world professes our faith in Someone vastly different than the world! 

5. If you’re an employee and you don’t like how things are being handled and you have the ability to change 
professions, locations, etc. Then do it. This is not prohibited here. In fact, Paul references this idea in 1 Corinthians 
7:21 “Were you called while a slave? Do not worry about it; but if you are able also to become free, rather do 
that.” But to stay and fight against leadership, to strike, etc., is found nowhere in Scripture. 

6. Life isn’t fair. Most times, we just need to be quiet, submit and leave room for God. (Rom 12:9-21) 
7. Submit from the heart and honor God. 

8. When we endure, for the sake of the Lord, this is what finds favor with God. 
9. Life is an ever-present opportunity for worship through surrender, especially when it’s tough. 
10. Our standing in Christ is never an opportunity to sin, but a chance to demonstrate the work of grace in our lives. 
11. If we cannot submit to the sovereignly ordained authorities in our lives, do not kid yourself that you will surrender 

to the Holy Spirit’s will in your life. The two cannot be separated, they proceed from the same source.  

 

Questions:  

1. We live in a culture, as one commentator puts it, “is motivated by the belief that everyone is equal in every way 

and entitled to exactly the same things as everyone else.” What are the pro’s and con’s of such a statement? 

2. Pastor BJ gave a list of different kinds of “rights” that we hear about. List some of these. What are some others 

that you have heard about? What’s the craziest you’ve heard of? 

3. Though the passage here in 1 Peter speaks to slaves, Pastor BJ connected it to us in principle. From the message, 

in what ways can we relate to this kind of relationship? 

4. Give examples of relationship in which we might find ourselves in life? Which of these would we describe as 

“permanent,” which are “temporary?”  

5. Why doesn’t Peter condemn slavery here? Why do none of the NT writers offer instruction to demand to be 

freed from and/or nullify such a condition? What is Peter’s overarching goal in the passage? How does that offer 

implication to us today? 

6. Considering point #3 above, of what reasons could we remind ourselves to stay and submit when it’s difficult 

and unfair? 

7. When we submit from the heart in difficult relationships, what happens? What does it demonstrate to those 

watching on? 

8. If life isn’t fair, shouldn’t we push to make it so? Why or why not? 

9. How have you seen Christians exploit their faith to get out of different relationships/obligations they don’t like? 

10. Consider point 11 above. Do you agree, why or why not? 

11. What was one of the biggest thing that stuck with you from the service this weekend?  


