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August 28, 2022                  
12th Sunday after Pentecost  
Blessing of the Backpacks & 

New School Year                        
9:00 a.m. Sunday School                  
10 a.m. Blended Service (S)                               

10 a.m.  Hispanic Service (CH) 
 

September 4, 2022           
COMMUNION                  

13th Sunday after Pentecost                         
9:00 a.m. Sunday School                  
10 a.m. Blended Service (S)                               

10 a.m.  Hispanic Service (CH) 

 

September 11, 2022                  
14th Sunday after Pentecost                         

9:00 a.m. Sunday School                  
10 a.m. Blended Service (S)                               

10 a.m.  Hispanic Service (CH) 

 

September 18, 2022                  
15th Sunday after Pentecost                         

9:00 a.m. Sunday School                  
10 a.m. Blended Service (S)                               

10 a.m.  Hispanic Service (CH) 

 

September 25, 2022                  
16th Sunday after Pentecost                         

9:00 a.m. Sunday School                  
10 a.m. Blended Service (S)                               

10 a.m.  Hispanic Service (CH) 

 

October 2, 2022                  
WORLD COMMUNION 

SUNDAY                          
17th Sunday after Pentecost                         

9:00 a.m. Sunday School                  
10 a.m. Blended Service (S)                               

10 a.m.  Hispanic Service (CH) 
 

October 9, 2022                  
18th Sunday after Pentecost                         

9:00 a.m. Sunday School                  
10 a.m. Blended Service (S)                               

10 a.m.  Hispanic Service (CH) 

Masking is recommended            
but not required.    

I have been unearthing the last of my packed items in the church office. I know. I know. I have stretched the unpacking out for too 
long. :-) Nonetheless, it has been a final push towards organizing, and I have enjoyed (re) discovering items that are meaningful to 
me—special photographs, gifts from churches, artwork made by my daughter, and that hodgepodge, full-of-surprises stack of 
papers. I found in those papers a beautiful prayer that a friend shared with me in 2020 not long after the world shut down. It is 

written by Rev. Ted Loder and originated in his book, Guerrillas of Grace. It resonated with me…again. 

“I Praise You for What Is Yet to Be” 

Wondrous Worker of Wonders, I praise you, not alone for what has been, or for what is, but for what is yet to be, for you are 

gracious beyond all telling of it. 

I praise you that out of the turbulence of my life a kingdom is coming, is being shaped even now out of my slivers of loving, 

my bits of trusting, 

my springs of hoping, 

my tootles of laughing, 

my drips of crying, 

my smidgens of worshiping; 

that out of my songs and struggles, out of my griefs and triumphs, I am gathered up and saved, for you are gracious beyond all 
telling of it. 

I praise you that you turn me loose to go with you to the edge of now and maybe, 

to welcome the new, 

to see my possibilities, 

to accept my limits, 

and yet begin living to the limit, of passion and compassion until, released by joy, I uncurl to other people and to your kingdom 
coming, for you are gracious beyond all telling of it. 

This time around I heard very clearly the words, “for what is yet to be.” It is as if this prayer pulls us along with an invisible thread of 
God’s grace, moving us with expectation and hope for who we are becoming—for where we are going—and for the kingdom that 
is unfolding. I need that thread of grace, and maybe you do, too. When the workload is overwhelming—when the burdens of the 
world are heavy—when the daily problems are mounting—when we feel discouraged or disappointed—when grief hurts—when 

we are sick and tired—when we are lonely—when we want more for our life, for our family, for our church, and for our community. 

Wherever we are with whatever yearnings we might have, this prayer reminds us that God is “gracious beyond all telling of it.” 
There is expectation and hope for who we are becoming—for where we are going—and for the kingdom that is unfolding. I want to 
encourage you “for what is yet to be” and offer the words of Isaiah 40:28-31, which might be the scriptural fuel that we need to help 

us trust in God and to feel that pull of grace whether we are trudging along or walking lightly. 

“Don’t you know? Haven’t you heard? The Lord is the everlasting God, the creator of the ends of the earth. He doesn’t 
grow tired or weary. His understanding is beyond human reach, giving power to the tired and reviving the exhausted. 
Youths will become tired and weary, young men will certainly stumble; but those who hope in the Lord will renew their 

strength; they will fly up on wings like eagles; they will run and not be tired; they will walk and not be weary.” (CEB) 

As we continue to live and serve as Jesus followers, I am grateful by the spirit of joy, deep compassion, and exploring faith that we 
share as St. Luke’s. I feel that pull of grace for our Church. With a distinct and heartfelt focus on helping people find and follow 
Jesus, we are seeing exciting progress around campus and through our ministry. The Children’s Building renovation is moving 
steadily beyond asbestos abatement and demolition while the use of space in the Youth Building for children has been a positive 
transition in the interim. The Family Life Center is in the final stages of tech upgrades as we wait for remaining equipment and for 
internet enhancement. We are awaiting the start of updates in the Sanctuary, which is tentatively scheduled for September. We 
welcomed Becca Easterling as St. Luke’s new Leader of Modern Worship, and she has begun her work in leadership for new 
worship in the fall. In light of this progress, we anticipate that 10:00 a.m. worship will continue through September. In the coming 

weeks as work progresses, we will reassess and let you know more specific details. 

I am thankful that I thumbed through that stack of papers and excavated the simple treasure of a prayer—I praise you for what is 
yet to be. I am clinging to it, and as I offer it to you, I pray that you will be encouraged and hope-filled—that you will be renewed in 
the strength of God, who pulls us with grace “for what is yet to be.” Please reach out if you would like to meet for prayer or 
conversation. It would be a joy for me to share time with you (especially if you want to drop by my newly organized office :-)). Feel 

free to email me at amy@slumc.org or call me at the Church Office. Grace and peace—Pastor Amy 

mailto:amy@slumc.org


The Gathering- Dinner Church will kick 
off again on Wednesday’s September 14th 
5:30-6:30 p.m. Fellowship Hall                      
As we move forward in our vision to 
“Help people find and follow Jesus” 
we will provide a safe space for people 
to find hope in fellowship,  community in 
conversation, peace through prayer, 
truth from the Word, and simply fun in 
the interaction. You will not want to 
miss this year’s themes and activities as 
well as the beloved Salad Bar! Yes, the Salad Bar is back 
along with many new and exciting opportunities for all      
ages. Invite your friends and neighbors to come sit at the 
table, where we seek to connect with others one meal at a 
time. 

A Grateful Thank You                                                                    
We wish to express our sincere heartfelt thank you to all who 
prayed, sent cards, and expressed sympathy since the 
homegoing of our son, John. Your comforting words and 
prayers have help us through this most painful and difficult 
time in our lives. Sincerely, David & Sharon Noyes 

Christian Sympathy of the pastors and congregation to 
the family of Debbie Cashion in the death of her mother, 
GlennaSherrill; to the family of Heidi Bedington in the recent 
death of her father, Tom Pollard;  and to the family of Bill 
Garlow in the homegoing of his brother, Bob Garlow of  
Kernersville, NC. 

What is God calling you to 
do?  The Staff and Ministry 
Teams are busy making plans 
for various disciple-making 
events, and these plans 
extend into next year. Are you 
looking for ways to serve and 
support ministries?  Keep 
watch for upcoming 
opportunities!  These events 
are only possible because 
you give your tithes and 
offerings! 

St. Luke’s has integrated text to our 
communication with the Congregation. 
Pastor Monica sends out a text message 
on Tuesday’s called Tuesday Text to offer 
a daily word or encouragement, thought, or 
information. Our hope is that each person 
that receives these messages will share and offer thoughts 
or encouragement for others. If you are not currently 
receiving and would like to opt in, text the word “News” 
to 828-373-3349. You will receive a link that you will need 
to click and enter your information. We have had 
tremendous response and we hope everyone will use this 
opportunity to stay connected. 

September 14th 2022  Community Game Night!                              
Let’s Kick Off a New Season with Games & Prizes!          
BBQ Ribs or Chicken Tenders, Mac & Cheese, Baked Beans 
Green Beans, Fruit Salad, Salad Bar, Texas Toast, Beverages 
 

September 21st 2022 A Taste of Italy                                  
Spaghetti & Meatballs, Italian Oven Roasted Chicken           
Tuscan Style Roasted Carrots, Italian Green Beans, Salad 
Bar, Cherry Fruit Salad, Bread Sticks, Beverages & Desserts  
 

September 28th 2022 Super Heroes Night                                 
Come as your favorite Super Hero                          
Hero Sandwich w/fixins, Beef Stew, Tater Tots, Salad Bar, 
Cooked Apples, Corn Bread, Beverages & Desserts 
 

October 5, 2022 Chasing Unicorn & Rainbows                 
Chicken & Rainbow Pasta w/Alfredo Sauce,                                
Unicorn Horn Cooked Carrots, Green Beans, Salad Bar,              
Rainbow Fruit Salad, Garlic Bread Sticks                                       
Beverages & Desserts 
 

October 12, 2022 Sock Hop-Hey all you Dolls & Cool 
Cats, Roll up your Jeans and Let’s Shake, Rattle & Roll 
the Soda Shoppe! Be There or Be Square                              
Hamburgers or Hot Dogs w/fixins, French Fries,              
Salad Bar, Fruit Salad, Beverages & Milk Shakes 
 

October 19, 2022 Fall Festival                                             
Chicken Bake w/Apple Cranberry Stuffing & White Cheese 
Sauce, Pizza,  Mashed Potatoes & Gravy, Broccoli, Corn,           
Salad Bar, Mandarin Oranges, Rolls, Beverages & Desserts  
 

October 26, 2022 Wizard of Oz Cast Potluck                                             
Dorothy’s Ham, Wicked Witch Green Beans, Scarecrow’s 
Corn Pudding, Tin Man’s Cooked Apples,  Lion’s rrrgh rrrgh 
Roughage Salad Bar, Auntie Em’s Biscuits, Munchkin Land 
Mini Desserts, Glenda’s Sparke Pink Lemonade & Desserts 

Ever wanted to walk 
the steps of Jesus and 

the Apostle Paul? 

Rev. Monica Childers 
is a host for a  

Lands of the Bible Cruise 

Oct. 1-14, 2023, 12-Nights Aboard the Odyssey of 
the Seas- round Trip from Rome, Italy.                                              

Join us to learn more about how you can make your 
dreams a reality. 

Thursday, September 8 at 6:00 p.m.  or 

Sunday, September 18 at 2:00 pm 

Both gatherings will be held in the Administrative 
Building Conference Room #202. 



On Thursday, September 15, at 
7:00 p.m., the UMW is pleased 

to be joined by                               
Adina Gabor-Gagea.   

The war and tragedies in Ukraine have opened our eyes 
to what is happening to women and children from this 
country.  Being from Romania, Adina can offer us a new 
perspective on the experiences of immigrant women and 
their children during the immigration process and shortly 
afterwards.  Adina will share with us about some of the 
challenges immigrant women face.  The evening will be 
very informative and enlightening for us as women.  All 
women in the church are welcome.  Feel free to bring 
your friends too!!!   

We are so thankful for all of the new things that God is building in our church, 
and we’re excited to offer new opportunities for you to use your musical or 
technical gifts to lead others in worship.  

As we look to re-launch a modern worship service at 
St. Luke’s, our team is holding OPEN AUDITIONS for 
vocalists and musicians of all ages and experience 
levels. We’re also seeking to grow our production 
team. So whether you’re a guitar hero, secret shower 
singer, or you have a knack for computers, sound, or 
visual aesthetics, we’d love to have you join the team!  

We’ll be holding auditions on Tuesday, August 30 
and Wednesday, August 31 at 7 pm each night. Sign-ups are required. To sign up or for 
more information, text “WORSHIP22” to (828) 373 -3349 or contact Becca Easterling at 
becca@slumc.org 

In the Digital Ministry Department, we are excited that our new upgrades to the audio and video components of 
the Fellowship Hall are now complete. We are training technicians and always looking for a few more if you would 
like to learn the new systems. The upgrades and enhancements to the audio and video systems in the Sanctuary 
will take place this fall. Stay tuned for more information!   

Jessica Stamey, Director of Digital Ministry 

Youth Ministries News 

We have had a really great group 
for our gathering time prior to the 
10 a.m. worship!  It’s so great to 
have that  time to connect each 
week and we welcome any rising 
6th-12th graders to join us at 
9am in the Youth Center. 

As the summer draws to a close we are getting excited 
about the fall season for our students.  We will begin 
fall programming on Sunday, September 11 and will 
have some really great things planned for the fall.  We 
will have more details soon but make sure you mark 
your calendars for our Fall Retreat, Friday October 21-
Sunday, October 23!  This will be a great weekend          
opportunity for all rising 6th-12th graders!   

Sunday mornings, 
September 11 check 
out a new year!! 

All Children are 
invited to join us in 
the Youth Building 
(current location during 
renovation.) 

Toddlers, Pre-Schoolers and Elementary Children 
will experience learning about the Bible and how to 
GROW in faith.  Check out our Rocket Launch in the 
Courtyard September 11!  We begin at 9:00 a.m.! 

Children’s Bible Sunday is         
September 25 at 10:00 a.m.       
Worship in the Sanctuary. 

All children who are in                      
Kindergarten through 3rd grade   
will receive a special gift Bible from 
St. Luke’s 

We also missed a few of our children 
receiving their Bible during Covid 
and want to add you to our list as 
well. 

Join us in helping ground our children in God’s Word! 
Please contact Pat McKim pmckim@slumc.org to put 
your child on our list to receive a Bible on this special 
Sunday. 

              Save the Date!!                                   
         Treasures & Treats at the Point!     
  Wear your costume, come find the hidden 
  clues to AMAZING TREASURE and enjoy

   lots of  SWEET TREATS!!!                 
  Saturday, October 29! 

mailto:becca@slumc.org
mailto:pmckim@slumc.org


Choir & Handbell Fall News 

Our Chancel Choir leads worship for our          
11:00 a.m. Service weekly by leading the 
congregational singing in worship from the choir loft 
and by providing special songs and anthems. We are 
starting to prepare for our Christmas Cantata, Let There Be 
Christmas, by Joseph Martin, which will be presented with guest 
musicians on December 11 for our 11:00 a.m. Worship 
Service.  We would love to have anyone who would like to sing for 
Christmas join us! We meet Wednesday nights at 7:00 - 8:15 p.m. 
in the Music Suite #418 behind the Sanctuary.   

Our Adult Handbell Choir reconvenes August 24, 5:45 - 6:45 p.m. 
in the Sanctuary. The Handbells will play once a month this fall, 
and will be involved with the Christmas Cantata. They will 
provide a special worship Concert of Christmas Music the 
afternoon of Sunday, December 18, 2:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary. 

If you’d like more information for any of these opportunities (or 
others!), please contact Director of Music, Marie Denig in the 
Church Office.   

CROSSFLAME FALL 2022                     
Rehearsals will be Tuesday, 4 till 5:30 p.m. We need 
adults! This isn’t a change- but I know a lot of us have had changes 
in our lives. We need volunteers to drive the church buses to pick up 
singers from the local schools, and we need adults who will ride with 
them. We need adults who will come along with our singers and be 
present with them in rehearsal and in the time before rehearsals.  We 
need adults that have a heart for youth- whether 
you can sing or not!  We need adults that are 
willing to be cheerleaders and mentors- men and 
women who can be examples of Christian love and 
support for these young singers as we rehearse, 
sing at St. Luke’s, in our community and world. - 
Marie Denig, Director of Music & Fine Arts (336) 

978-0954 or marie@slumc.og 

“I Beg to Differ: Navigating Difficult 
Conversations with Truth and Love” – A Small 
Group Study, Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m., August 30 thru 

October 4 in the Classroom #131 Family Life Center 
Effective communication is vital to sustaining relationships, but how do we 
communicate when people disagree with us? In today's polarized world, 
family, friends, and strangers clash with each other over issues large and 
small. Communications expert Tim Muehlhoff provides strategy for having 
difficult conversations using insights from Scripture. Register by calling the 

Church Office or go on line to: https://stlukesumchky.wufoo.com/forms/
knbse1o0g3xszv/. books from Cokesbury or Amazon. For information 

contact Pastor Bill Garrard, 828-962-7566 or pastorgarrard@hotmail.com 

Upcoming Disciple Making Studies...  

This 4 week study will begin on Wednes-
day, September 21 - October 12 from 
10:00—11:30 a.m. in Classroom 131, 
Family Life Center                                                
Let’s explore 4 women of the Bible who 
had to wait for God and how their lives 
were transformed. Sometimes God’s best 
work is in the middle.   

Contact Pat McKim at pmckim@slumc.org or the Church 
Office to register. Bring a friend!   Please purchase your         
Student book  through Amazon or other book sellers.         
Pat McKim  

Our Men’s Group has been     
meeting for several years and 
studies selected Books of the 
Bible. We are currently in the 
Book of John and will begin 
Chapter 16 this Thursday, 
August 25. We read each 
verse and share, if you wish, what we believe God is trying to 
teach us. As we discuss the passages, we find ourselves 
applying the scripture  to our personal lives which leads to a 
deeper understanding of God’s impact on all of us. You 
certainly don’t have to be a Bible expert to participate, (none 
of us are) but we enjoy the fellowship, hearing different 
perspectives, debating at times, and finding a deeper 
understanding as we read familiar scripture again. No 
pressure, no need to speak if you desire, just listen, and 
hopefully learn. We meet each Thursday at 9 a.m. in the 
Administration Building’s Conference Room #202. Come 
join us! We ZOOM for our guys who can’t be with us in 
person. 

Music Opportunity for Young People                                                   
Kids Point Music 2nd-6th Grade begins 

Wednesday, September 14, 4:30 - 5:30 p.m. 

Cross Flame 7th-12th Grade  begins Tuesday, 
September 13, 4:00 p.m.  

Pre-School Nativity starts                                
Wednesday, November 2,  11:00 - 11:40 a.m. 

Performance Wednesday, December 7  

SAVE THE DATE...THE PUMPKINS ARE COMING!                          
We invite you, your friends, family and neighbors to come and help us un-

load pumpkins!  Our first truckload will be here on September 24 at 
9:00 a.m.  We have ways that everyone can help! Also, we are planning 
several events throughout October in the Patch as outreach opportunities 
for our church!  If you are willing to help plan or to participate, please contact 
Marie Denig,  marie@slumc.org or (828) 327-9837.                                       
(Our 2nd load of pumpkins will arrive October 16                                                                             
at 12:00 noon. We will unload right                                                                             
after Church!) 

As St. Luke’s continues to live in faith and help people find and follow Jesus, I am aware that there is conversation, curiosity, and question within The United 
Methodist Church more widely and nearer to home about the denomination with 2024 General Conference on the horizon. Unfortunately, in some cases, the 
engagement of conversation, curiosity, and question brings mistruth and misinformation. I recently reviewed materials that were distributed within churches 
in our Catawba Valley District, which share information that misrepresents our theology and mission. Sadly, when even some of our United Methodist 
brothers and sisters begin to explore and share mistruths, it weakens and does harm to our wider mission. So, I want to encourage you to reach out to me if 
you have questions. amy@slumc.org I recently had a fruitful conversation with someone who was willing to reach out and ask some questions. I welcome 
and appreciate connecting with you as we seek to bear faithful witness to Jesus in all that we say and do. I invite you to read a document written by the UM 
Council of Bishops, which was distributed by our District Superintendent, Rev. David Christy, and by our WNCC Bishop, Rev. Ken Carter again online. You 
can find the document at this link https://tinyurl.com/continuingUMC or you may call the Church Office to receive a hard copy. Let us continue to pray for            

St. Luke’s and the UMC with a focus on being strong and faithful in sharing Jesus with others. Prayers and peace—Pastor Amy 

www.wnccumc.org 

mailto:marie@slumc.og
https://stlukesumchky.wufoo.com/forms/knbse1o0g3xszv/
https://stlukesumchky.wufoo.com/forms/knbse1o0g3xszv/
mailto:pmckim@slumc.org
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mailto:amy@slumc.org
https://tinyurl.com/continuingUMC


St. Luke’s Missions Alive - 2022 

Fun Bunch Lunch, Tuesday, 

September 6 - Bingo                           
11:30 a.m. Cost: $10, 

Fellowship Hall. Bring a Friend!                                                                    
Menu: Baked Chicken filled with a cranberry & 

apple filling with a Swiss Cheese Sauce, roasted asparagus, 

new potatoes, rolls,  beverage & dessert.  We will be playing 

Bingo and offering prizes. Please bring $1 or $2 prizes (serious or 

silly). Sign Up sheets are outside the Kitchen in the Fellowship 

Hall or  call the Church Office 828-327-9837.    

                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             From the “Luau” August 2
             building sand castles 
             desserts!                            
October 4 fis the next Senior Adult “Fun Bunch” 
Lunch and it will feature “Flavors of Fall”                       
Menu: Apple Butter Pork Loin, Mashed Potatoes/Gravy, Roasted 
Vegetable Medley, Cooked Apples, Beverages & Dessert.  
11:30 a.m. Cost: $10, Fellowship Hall. Bring a Friend!                                                                    

Congregational Care Ministry Moment                                      

St. Luke’s Church Library – Update                  
The Library is in the process of being reorganized to make it 

more accessible for Pastors, Staff, and Church Members. 

We’re cataloging all materials using the Dewey Decimal 

Classification System that a lot of you may remember! Lots 

of progress has been made, and many materials are now 

available to be borrowed simply by signing a check-out form. 

Eventually we hope to have a database of all materials that 

can be viewed online. Coleman Setzer is working on the 

database, and Courtney Osborne is helping with many 

details. Please feel free to contact me with any questions or 

suggestions you may have for new materials. We’ll have an 

Open House” when the process is completed, but please feel 

free to come check out our progress at any time!                          

Louise Humphrey at louisehum@gmail.com or call me at 

828-302-4061. 

Methodism Classes—Fall 2022                      
 The Catawba Valley District is offering classes in                   

Methodism for clergy and laity who serve in leadership       

positions in the church. The classes meet requirements for           

Advanced Lay Servant courses in the District.  All classes are 

taught by Dr. Jonathan LeMaster-Smith. Books are required.                        

 Three—2 days classes offered in UM History, UM         

Doctrine, and UM Polity. Classes are Friday and Saturday at 

Rehobeth UMC (2036 Rehobeth Church Rd., Shelby, NC and 

the dates are September 16 & 17; October 14 & 15, and          

November 18 & 19, 10 a.m. till 4 p.m. The cost for each 2 day 

class session  is $50 (CVD provides $25 scholarship for all 

members of CV District) and includes refreshments, breakfast 

and lunch. You must register for each 2 day session. To register, 

go to cvdistrictumc.org or call 704-865-3580.                                                           

**Certificates will be issued, which can then be uses for CEU 

credit for Catawba Valley District Lay Servant Course credit 

Power of You! Leader Training, Sunday, Sept18th  8:45 a.m. 
to 9:45 a.m. in the Family Life Center.                                    
We are kicking off the fall season with a focus on helping people grow a 

deeper relationship with Christ. How you ask? Through YOU! Come hear 

about our comprehensive plan of discipleship; new small group classes 

for all ages; fall and winter curriculum options; and more. Who should 

attend? Everyone passionate about helping people find and follow Jesus 

Christ. 

mailto:louisehum@gmail.com
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CONTACT INFORMATION 

Phone : 828-327-9837      Fax: 828-327-4043                                          
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Church Office Hours….. Monday thru Thursday            
9 a.m. till  5 p.m.     Closed Friday 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE…Thursday before Monday printing  

 Bulletin/ Eblast Deadline…………...……..Wednesday, 1 p.m.  

All students are invited to 
bring their backpacks to 

Worship this Sunday      
August 28th at 10 a.m.    

We will join in Blessing together for the 
new school year and give out backpack tags 
for each one. All teachers, school staff 
and administrators are also invited as 

we share in a time of blessing and 
dedication over you as well as Parents/

Guardians, you too will be blessed and prayed over as you continue the 
nurturing that God has placed    in you to raise these children to honor 

Christ. Come join in this celebration for new beginnings!!!                                    

See you Sunday, August 28 at 10:00 a.m.!  

Join Camp Do Good!                 

Donate Blood.                                    

Help Save Lives at St. Luke’s.                                     

Thursday, September 1st,                           

1:00 to 6:00 p.m.   Fellowship Hall                                                               
Please visit RedCrossBlood.org and enter: St Luke UMC to             

schedule an appointment. Complete your pre-donation reading and 

health questions and save 15 minutes.  


