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On September 14, Nicaragua’s Independence Day, our team of Harry, Javier, Rich, Elvin and I traveled to 

Ayapal.  Each town, along the way, was preparing for a celebration activity at their local school. 

 

The next day we delivered two sewing machines to 

the maternity house in Ayapal.  The maternity 

house is a home for mothers from the river 

communities to stay the last two weeks before 

delivery of their baby.  Thank you, Elaine and Janice, 

for your donations for these two machines. 

     

Then, our boat from Kayaskita (donation from Dalton 

First United Methodist Church, Dalton, GA) arrived and 

we loaded it with shelves, books, globes, maps, 

teachers’ supplies, tables, chairs, whiteboards and a 

solar system for the school in Yakalwas.  Leonardo, a 

man in his 70’s and a very active and vocal leader in 

Yakalwas, met us to help us load the boat.  We stopped in Tunawalán to pick up a block mold and a generator.   

 

We then continued to Kayaskita, arriving shortly after noon.  We began to repair the fence, do electrical work 

on the solar system, paint and build boxes to grow vegetables. The next day many community members joined 

us in the work.   

 

On Saturday, Harry, Rich and I, along with Pastor 

Ramiro, travelled one and a half hours down the 

river to meet with two communities. The first 

community, Molejones, was ready and we were 

able to complete the agreement to build the 

school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The other community, Mayagna, had not been notified of the meeting and was not ready; most of the people 

were working in the fields.  We set a new time for next month to complete the agreement.  While there, we 

gave out Christmas bags, donated by Bountiful Grace of Lexington, KY. 

 

    

 

We returned to the clinic/training Center in 

Kayaskita.  In our absence, the school children 

had brought 260 bags of soil to fill the 

vegetables boxes (raised beds).  Javier, Harry and Elvin had made 120 blocks for the foundation of the storage 

building and the fence was completed.   

 

A big rain came that lasted several hours; we were in bed by 7:30 pm.  At 5:00 the next morning, the coffee 

was made on the gas stove and a new day began.  We continued our work painting, working on the fence and 

clearing brush.  We then had a devotional time with all the workers.  That afternoon, we had a clinic board 

meeting with all the board members in attendance. 

 

The next day, we packed up and headed back up river, stopping at Kayaska were the community was making 

blocks and stacking the ones that were dry.  They are excited about building their school. 

 

 



We then traveled to Yakalwás and, 

together with the community 

members, we hung posters and 

whiteboards in the school. The 

workers were painting and putting 

shelves together. They are getting 

ready for the dedication of the 

school next month.    

 

We then returned to Ayapal, 

arriving at noon. We had lunch, 

bought construction supplies and 

started our trip back to Managua in 

a major rain storm. 

 

We thank you all so much for being 

part of what God is doing here in 

Nicaragua. 

 

Ronnie and Angi Hopkins 

Missionaries in Nicaragua 


