
Rio Bocay Update - October 2016 

We traveled to the river on October 22 with Pastor Reid, Craig and Mark from St. Luke’s UMC of 

Lexington, KY to dedicate a school they had helped build in the community of Yakalwás.  We 

were also joined by Terry from Roopville, GA.  He is sponsoring the building of a one-room 

school in the small indigenous (Mayagna) community of Pueblo Nuevo.  After delivering cloth to 

the maternity house in Ayapal, we left in boats for Kayaskita.  (The maternity house is used by 

pregnant women from the river to await the delivery of their babies; they will use the cloth to 

make diapers and clothes for their babies.) 

That afternoon we hosted a group of forty youth from the Kayaskita church.  Jelver, the leader 

of the youth group, had attended a week of training with the History Makers Program.  Joy and 

Wes Griffin from Carrolton, GA had given us scholarships to allow seven youth to attend this 

conference.  Jelver came back to his community and, using the knowledge he had been given in 

the conference, built a dynamic youth program.  Pastor Carlos from Managua delivered an 

encouraging message to the youth. 
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The following day we traveled one and a half hours down the river and met with the Pueblo 

Nuevo community where we completed an agreement for the building of a school. 

 

Jelver is on the right next to the guitar player 

Pueblo Nuevo community 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The pastor of Pueblo Nuevo shared with us that his church needed a keyboard.  Pastor Carlos 

and his congregation had an extra keyboard and had been praying about giving it to a church 

that needed one. The pastor was very happy when Carlos made the donation.  This little church 

had just recently been established; they have small benches and a dirt floor. 

We then traveled back up the river and stopped in the Molejones Community where we signed 

an agreement for the building of a church and a one-room school.  Molejones is a small 

community and we will be using a new model for this project.  The buildings will be joined 

together; one room will be the school and the second room will be the church and will also be 

used as a preschool.  Dr. Dan and Mary from Lexington, KY are sponsoring this project in honor 

of their parents. 

 

 

 

Donor and signing of agreement 

Molejones community 



We then headed back to the clinic, beating the rain by about 15 minutes. On our way up the 

river, we saw several crocodiles sunning themselves on the banks. 

The following day we traveled back up river to the community of Yakalwás for the school 

dedication.  When we arrived, the community was still painting, hanging doors and installing 

the metal windows.  All the kids were dressed in the uniforms their parents had made. 

 

While the villagers completed the last minute details of the school, the team began assembling 

backpacks for all the kids. They were very excited!  The team also brought books and supplies 

for the teachers.  We had prayer by the local pastor, speeches from the community leader and 

Pastor Reid and Craig shared with the students that he had brought ten laptops for the school.  

Their solar system was installed and they were happy to have a computer and printer.  Mark 

made many pictures.  We were invited to have lunch and the kids had Kool-Aid and cookies. 

  

 

 

We then left and started our trip home, spending the night in El Cuá and traveling to Managua 

the following day. 

Yalkawas school 

Yalkawas School Pastor Reid gives a photo of his home 

church, St. Luke’s UMC, to Leonardo, 

community leader of Yalkawas 


