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On Wednesday, August 10, we traveled to Ayapal with Pastor Bill, Janice and Beth from St. 

Luke’s UMC in Hickory, N.C.  We were joined by six university students from San Diego outside 

of Jalapa, as well as Byron from Somoto, who served as an interpreter.  The students are 

scholarship students who have been sponsored by St. Luke’s UMC.  Members of St. Luke’s have 

been ministering in the community of San Diego for five years and are now exploring other 

areas where they might serve. 

  

We traveled down the river on Thursday and stopped at the Kayaska community to meet with 

the directive board and to complete an agreement to build a school. The meeting went well.  

The community had already begun to pile sand for making the blocks. 

 

 
 

Jennifer, a teacher in our hometown of Cedartown, GA brought a small group to the river this 

past June.  She and a group of her colleagues have taken this school as their project.   

 

We then traveled on to Kayaskita, picking up teachers along the way to participate in teachers’ 

training at the clinic/training center.  We did construction work at the center, stuccoed walls, 

painted, did electrical work and yard work.  

 

The following day, we continued our 

construction.  Then the team waded 

through the swamp to the school where 

they spent the morning teaching.  They 

returned around 1:00 pm in the middle of 

a rain storm, completely soaked. 

 

 

 

 

 



That afternoon was spent with Beth, helping the health promoters practice taking blood 

pressures, temps and respirations. 

 

 
 

 

We finished the day with a bonfire and 

marshmallow roast. 

 

On Saturday, we traveled down the river 

to visit three communities:  Boca de 

Siviwás, Los Molejones and the 

indigenous (Mayagna) community, 

Kudalwás.  We began the first phase of 

discussions with the leaders to build the 

school in Kudalwás. The community of 

Kudalwás is very poor and has a small 

wooden church.  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

In the afternoon, we returned to the training center.  While traveling up the river, we saw one 

crocodile and several toucans.  After another rain, we prepared for an evening church service 

with the community.  Pastor Bill delivered the message.  Around sixty people showed up for the 

service.  

 

On Sunday, we traveled to the Tunawalan community and attended the morning church 

service.  We had lunch at the center and then loaded everything for our trip back up the river. 

We settled into the hotel in Ayapal and had an evening meal. 

 

On Monday, the team worked at the Casa Materna (maternity house).  They led a devotion and 

did crafts with the expectant mothers.  We delivered some mosquito nets that the team had 

bought as well as lots of baby clothes donated by friends and families in the States.  A couple of 

the youth taught English in a local high school.  Pastor Bill did some marriage counseling with 

one of the community leaders. 

 

Around 1:00 pm, the students caught the bus to El Cuá.  The rest of us traveled by truck on our 

way back, and met them that afternoon in El Cuá. That night we had a big dinner with friends 

from the El Cuá area and spent the night at a local hotel. The next day we all traveled back 

home. 
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