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From the Senior Pastor 
 

Greetings in the Name of 

our Good Shepherd, 

 

     I used to have a 

hamster with the original 

name of “Hammy.”  

Hammy the hamster spent 

hours every day running 

on his wheel.  I’d love to 

know how many miles 

that little guy ran in his 

lifetime!  But he never got 

anywhere. 

     Little did he know it, 

but Hammy the hamster 

taught me a key lesson 

about life.  I realized I had 

my own personal 

“wheels” – demands, 

deadlines, aggravations, 

ambitions.  At times, I’ve 

felt like I was running in 

stressful circles going nowhere.  I found myself asking, “Where’s my peace?” 

     And then I came across these words from Psalm 34: “seek peace and pursue it.”  

Peace isn’t automatic or passive.  Peace needs to be pursued.  Not only that, but 

peace is also a result of a right relationship with the Lord.  So I re-enthroned the Lord 

as the Good Shepherd of my life.  Peace became more of the norm, instead of the 

“wheel” being more of the norm.  And this relationship is something I need to 

intentionally pursue daily.  If anyone else needs to re-enthrone Christ as their Good 

Shepherd, please take to heart the message in the box above. 
 

Christ’s peace to all,  

Chuck 

 

St. Luke’s 2020 Charge Conference will be Sunday, November 8th at 
6:00 p.m. by ZOOM.  Only members of the Administrative Council may vote.     
All Church members are invited to attend.  Please contact the Church Office for 

the ZOOM link if you would like to attend. 

WORSHIP 

SERMON SERIES 
“Practicing God’s  Promises”                        

October 25, 2020                               
REFORMATION SUNDAY                                          
11 a.m. Sanctuary  & 11 a.m. 
Hispanic Service Youth Bldg.                       

“Struggling for Faith”               
The righteous will live by faith.  

Romans 10:17 Hebrews 12:2a             
Pastor Chuck   

November 1, 2020                               
ALL SAINTS SUNDAY            

11 a.m. Sanctuary  & 11 a.m. 
Hispanic Service Youth Bldg. 

“New Life for Dry Bones”               
Over the dreary valley of dry 

bones, the sunrise of hope rises 
with Christ.       Scripture:                        

Ezekiel  37:1-14  John 11:24-26    
Pastor Chuck  

November 8, 2020                               
11 a.m. Sanctuary  & 11 a.m. 
Hispanic Service Youth Bldg. 

“Cruising the Current of 
God’s Tailwind”                            

The plans of God will never lead 
us to where the love of God will 

not enable us. Jeremiah 29:11        
Pastor Chuck   

November 15, 2020                               
24th Sunday after Pentecost 
11 a.m. Sanctuary  & 11 a.m. 
Hispanic Service Youth Bldg. 

Scripture    Pastor Monica  

November 22, 2020                               
Christ the King Sunday                          
Celebrate Thanksgiving 

COMMUNION                           
“The Best Way to Thank God”                                            
The best way to thank God is to 

imitate God.                                                 
11 a.m. Sanctuary  & 11 a.m. 
Hispanic Service Youth Bldg. 

Scripture: Eph. 4:25-5:2                    
Pastor Chuck 

November 29, 2020                               
1st Sunday of Advent                           

11 a.m. Sanctuary  & 11 a.m. 
Hispanic Service Youth Bldg. 

ADVENT SERMON SERIES          
“ Immanuel: Our Prince of 
Peace”  He invites us to move 
from fretful stress to peaceful.                                                    

Scripture: Isaiah 9:6-7,                             
Matthew 1:23    Pastor Chuck                       

(Please note: we leave room for the 
Holy Spirit to adjust  above schedule.)  

 

God ALWAYS KEEPS           

HIS  Promises 



IN MEMORIAM 

Laura Elfreed Shirley Armstrong  

March 5, 1934 - September 24, 2020 

“Blessed are the dead who died in the Lord for they cease from 
their labor and their works do follow them.” 

Sincere sympathy of the pastors and the congregation  

is extended to the family of Elfreed “Pete”  on her homegoing. 

Christian Sympathy of the pastors and congregation to the 
families of: Margaret and Travis Langford in the death of  their 
daughter, Rebecca Clements of Hickory; the family of Steve and Mary 
Renner in the death of their son-in-law, James Johnson of Greenville, 
NC; the family of Vicky Villanueva in the deaths of her nephew Juan 
Tirado of Reynosa, Mexico and her niece Socorro Tirado of Monterrey, 
Mexico; to the family of Wade Scronce in the death of his brother 
Wilford Paul Scronce; the family of Louise Humphrey in the death of 
her niece, Debbie Benton of Concord, NC.  

Administrative Council will meet Monday, 
November 16 at 6:00 p.m. for an in-person 

and ZOOM meeting.                                               
Location to be announced.   

IN MEMORIAM 

Dorothy Cook Jarvis 

August 30, 1939 - September 27, 2020 

“Blessed are the dead who died in the Lord for they cease from 
their labor and their works do follow them.” 

Sincere sympathy of the pastors and the congregation  

is extended to the family of Dot on her homegoing. 

Congratulations! 

Sunday October 18th, we celebrated 
Laity Sunday with a wonderful and 
inspiring message from Beth Osbahr, 
Congregational Care Coordinator. 
Beth reminded the congregation of the 
importance of both laity and clergy 
working together to fulfill the mission 
of the church. Each year the United 
Methodist Church recognizes a laity 
person who lives out their faith serving 
in the name of Jesus demonstrating 
what it means to be a faithful disciple 
of Jesus Christ.  Beth received the 
2019 Laity Service award and 

continues to grow and serve in extraordinary ways.  

Sunday, the 2020 Laity Service Award was presented to Mack 
McLeod. Mack is committed to the Church. He serves with passion 
and excitement exuding the love of Christ. Since 2000, he has served 
on Youth Council, Usher Team, United Methodist Men, Generosity 
Team, and many other areas. 

In the last year, Mack has given himself in service by: being a 
part of the “Dish Washing Team” at The Gathering, Security 
and Transportation Team for Westview, President of the 
United Methodist Men, and Finance Chairperson. During 
COVID Mack took on the task of assembling a team that 
handled all the hospitality and logistics for outdoor parking lot 
worship. Mack has a big heart and is a bright light to our 
church and community. We are proud of what God is doing 
through Mack and cannot wait to see how others maybe 
inspired to serve with the same humility and passion. We 
congratulate Mack and are truly blessed to serve alongside him 
in ministry. 

Why do we give an offering?  Why do we give 
to the church?  Everyone who professes belief 
in God is commanded to give an offering, to 
return a portion of their income to the 
Lord.  It’s not optional.  Jesus talks more about 
money than any other topic and that’s because 
money can become an idol, and Jesus wants to make sure 
that our finances are in such order that we give the first 
portion back to Him.  So, when do you start?  You start 
now.  If you try to wait until you have enough, when exactly 
will that be? So, start now.  Give now.  Choose an amount 
and give it regularly, whether it be weekly or monthly.  As 
you begin to see God’s blessings and understand the 
kingdom significance of your gift, you will be able to see 
that you don’t miss that money at all.  God demands your 
trust and obedience. 

If you don’t believe that God will pour out blessings because 
of your giving, then maybe you should try it and find 
out.  Lisa Lail, Church Administrator 

YTD Income as of Oct. 20:             $ 730,339. 

YTD Expense as of Oct. 20:           $ 765,840. 

Hickory City Schools Outreach Continues! 

A huge thank you to all who wrote personalized cards to 
each of the 100+ teachers and staff of Hickory High 
and those who came out to shower them with Chick Fil 
sandwiches and other goodies on Wednesday, 
October 21.  As we continue to search for ways to 
support our educators during this pandemic through all 
of their hard and creative work, we learned through 
conversation with Hickory City schools student services 
director that there was no other organization reaching 
out to the high school. This act was a way to support 
this school and encourage their dedication. 

Our support of Viewmont Elementary continues 
through our United Methodist Women in supporting 
teachers and through our focus on the schools NC Pre 
K program teachers as well.  We are providing craft 
supplies to supplement needs that they have.   

Our goal of helping to purchase water coolers that 
are required to maintain a touchless contact for the 
children refilling water bottles continues. Each cooler 
costs  $ 2,000 and Viewmont long range will need 4 of 
these. Our goal is to purchase two. So far we have 
received $ 1,625.00 toward this purchase. Donations 
are welcome and you may indicate Viewmont Water 
Coolers on your donation.   

It takes a village and we are so blessed by the work 
God continues to do through each of you in being 
that support for our educators!! 

For more info. on ways that you can serve through this 
outreach please contact Pat McKim                   
pmckim@slumc.org. For a quick word from God, read 2 Chronicles 7:14 and pray! 

mailto:pmckim@slumc.org


THANK YOU CHURCH!!! 
 

St. Luke’s Kids Zoom 
Sunday School 

Join us in November for ZOOM Sunday School 
each Sunday morning at 10:00 a.m. Check 
your e-mail link for Zoom or contact Pat to get 
one.  pmckim@slumc.org 

Come check out in your Bible how the church 
got started in the book of Acts!  

Meet some pretty interesting people and come 
join in the laughter as we begin November 1st 
with a crazy dessert game (come find out more 

 )  

We are celebrating a month of being thankful! 

New Online Prayer Request - St. Luke’s recognizes that there 
are many prayer needs in our Church and community. We are now offer-
ing an online platform for   individuals to submit prayer requests to the 
pastors, Prayer Team and/or the Church Prayer List. Visit this link for 
Online prayer tutorial or visit https://slumc.org/home/online-prayer-
requests to submit your request.  

PRAYER LIST 

> All Students, Teachers and Educators 

>Law Enforcement Officers around the country 

>Holly McNeil  

>Caroline Bogue 

>Thomas Theis 

>Hope Allen, sister of Sharon Noyes 

>Jacqui Gaffney, Beth Osbahr sister-in-law 

>Glenda Marti, visitor Hispanic congregation  

>Caroline Thomas  

>Kimberly Moore 

>Mike Loyd 

>Luke Messick 

>Gary Henson 

>Jean West, Dan Causey's sister 

>Sam Mask, Pat McKim’s friend and Sam’s brother 

>Dottie Ford, mother-in-law of Jackson Schonewolf 

>family of Louise Humphrey in death of  her niece Debbie Benton 

>Ned Hudson, brother of Coy Hudson 

>Terri Mull, Tina Lowman's sister 

>Sue Winnell 

>Ann & Doug Trent 

>Frank Willis 

>Debbie, Donna Chipley's daughter 

>Katrina Swartz, friend of Jessica Stamey & Peter  

>Wendy Mumford, Cindy Schonewolf’s sister 

>Cindy & Dick Schonewolf  & Pastor Addie Jo 

>Vicky Villanueva in the death of her nephew, Juan Tirado of Reynosa, 
Mexico 10/5/2020 

>Vicky Villanueva in the death of her nieces Josefina & Socorro Tirado of 
Monterrey, Mexico 10/11/2020 

>Juanita Castillo, sister of Vicky Villanueva 

>Tim & Tammy Curtis & family, Pastor Monica’s, brother & family 

>Michelle Fox & Sandy Estes, Pastor Monica’ friends 

>Jose Louis Dominguez, friend of Karina Yañez 

>Melanie Vaughn, Pat McKim’s friend  

>Peace in our country 

 

  

Pumpkins, Pumpkins, Pumpkins!!  

Please come pick yours out.  Many to choose from. 

The patch is a fundraiser for our Crossflame Youth Choir. 

PUMPKIN PATCH HOURS             

Monday-Friday: 10 a.m.-8 p.m.  

Saturday: 9 a.m.- 8:00 p.m.            

Sunday: 12:30 p.m.- 8:00 p.m. 

We have volunteer sign up sheets 
available in the Church Office if 
would like to help in the Patch. We also have an online 
registration to volunteer, as well. Just go to: https://
m.signupgenius.com/#!showSignUp/4090b4faeaa2ca5fa7-
pumpkin to sign up to help sell pumpkins! 

Thank you for all that you do 
and your support of Crossflame.                           
We know that, with God’s help 
and grace, we will sing again!             

-Marie Denig 

                          We continue our Ministry                  

  Outreach to our neighbors at   

  Westview on Tuesday evening 

at 5:30 p.m. As the days get cooler we plan to 

return to inside worship and providing food.  

If you would like to help with this ministry, 

contact Pastor Monica Childers. 

Purposity 
Purposity is an app that will assist Hickory Public 
Schools to partner with our community to meet the 
real time needs of our students. We are striving to 
reach the goal of 300 followers and we need 
you!  Once we have the followers, we will be able 
to launch the app and fulfill the needs of our          

students and families. Here’s link. https://docs.google.com/document/
d/1fgmP4k5TQGECJ6hWtjfqc0pieXQYLTeWqQIHmX41dd4/edit?usp=sharing  
If you have any questions, please contact Angela Simmons at 
simmonsan@hickoryschools.net or (828) 322-2855. 

mailto:pmckim@slumc.org
https://vimeo.com/user34367172/review/446502085/1a460b1ae0
https://slumc.org/home/online-prayer-requests
https://slumc.org/home/online-prayer-requests
https://m.signupgenius.com/#!/showSignUp/4090b4faeaa2ca5fa7-pumpkin
https://m.signupgenius.com/#!/showSignUp/4090b4faeaa2ca5fa7-pumpkin
https://m.signupgenius.com/#!/showSignUp/4090b4faeaa2ca5fa7-pumpkin
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fgmP4k5TQGECJ6hWtjfqc0pieXQYLTeWqQIHmX41dd4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fgmP4k5TQGECJ6hWtjfqc0pieXQYLTeWqQIHmX41dd4/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:simmonsan@hickoryschools.net


Joe Westfall, Senior Pastor 

Raymundo Villanueva, Hispanic Pastor 

Monica Childers, Associate Pastor 

Pat McKim,  Director of Children’s Ministry 

Marie Denig, Director of Music & Arts Ministry 

Jessica Stamey, Associate Director of Music &  

Creative Arts 

Lisa Lail. Church Administrator 

Paulette Gregory, Church & Membership Secretary 

Steve Spivey, Hospitality Coordinator 

Cindy Schonewolf, Childcare Coordinator 

Dawn Huffman, Director of Child Development Center 

Garry Hill, Building & Grounds Maintenance 

Greg Knight, Pianist 

Tom Spiggle, Organist 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Tel .(828) 327-9837  Fax: 828-327-4043   web: slumc.org 
Church Office Hours…..Monday thru Thursday, 8:30 am - 5 pm 
                                     CLOSED FRIDAY 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE………Thursday before printing  
Eblast Deadline………………….………..Wednesday, 4 p.m.  
Bulletin Deadline………………..………..Wednesday, 4 p.m. 
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Chuck Baker, Senior Pastor 

Raymundo Villanueva, Hispanic Pastor 

Monica Childers, Associate Pastor 

Pat McKim,  Director of Children’s Ministry 

Charlie Brown, Director of Youth & College Ministry 

Marie Denig, Director of Music & Arts Ministry 

Jessica Stamey, Associate Director of Music & Creative Arts 

Lisa Lail, Church Administrator 

Paulette Gregory, Church & Membership Secretary 

Steve Spivey, Hospitality Coordinator 

Cindy Schonewolf, Childcare Coordinator 

Child Development Center Director, TBD 

Garry Hill, Building & Grounds Maintenance 

Greg Knight, Pianist 

Tom Spiggle, Organist 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Phone 828) 327-9837        Fax: 828-327-4043        web: slumc.org 
Church Office Hours…..Church Office is currently closed to public. 

 
                                      

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE………Thursday before printing   
Bulletin/ Eblast Deadline…………...……..Wednesday, 4 p.m.  

Come worship with us Sundays 

11 a.m. Blended Service in the Sanctuary 

11 a.m. Hispanic Service in the Youth Building 

Worship Services offered online through the St. Luke’s Web  

Page www.slumc.org, YouTube Channel and Facebook  

Page http://www.youtube.com/stlukesumc2010 

SERVICIOS DE ADORACIÓN 

11 a.m. Servicio en el Santuario 

11 a.m. Servicio hispano en el edificio de la juventud 
  

>If you will be worshiping in-person, please 
 

pre-register online (slumc.org) by 10 p.m. Saturday evening or call 
 

 the Church Office this week by Thursday, 4:30 p.m. 

  

>Pre-worship check-in begins at 10:15 a.m.  
 

Please arrive early so there are no lines when worship begins. 

https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=&msgid=172591&act=111111&c=1653901&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fstlukesumc2010

