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MISSION STATEMENT            
“Living to Communicate God’s 

Love to Our Neighbors”                                                                            

 VISION STATEMENT   
“Meeting the Earthly and Spiritual 
Needs of All People Through  the 

Transforming Work of Christ” 

Dear Friends, 

     A year ago, who could imagine that we would not be holding in person worship services 
due to a pandemic. This certainly is not what I had planned for my final months serving             
St. Luke’s. But life is about adjusting as things happen and I am appreciative of you for 
faithfully continuing to support the church through your prayers, offerings, and by 
worshipping online. I also know that many of you are participating in weekly Zoom small 
group gatherings as we attempt to stay connected during this time of social distancing. I 
truly believe God will see us through this time of difficulty as the Psalmist proclaimed                
long ago, “The Lord is my strength and my might: he has become my salvation.” 

     So, what has Pastor Joe been doing over the past six weeks? In addition to adjusting to          
a new norm with pastoral responsibilities, Lori and I have been gradually packing up our 
home and, on the weekends, transporting items by car to our townhouse in Kernersville.    
Our plan is to move furniture the second week of June and this will give the Parsonage 
Committee and Trustees a couple of weeks to prepare the home for Pastor Baker when he 
moves in on June 30th. We have thoroughly enjoyed living in the 25th Ave NW parsonage 
and am very appreciative of all who made this house such a beautiful home. 

     In closing, I look forward to meeting Reverend Baker soon and assisting him as he makes 
the transition to St. Luke’s UMC as your new Senior Pastor. I do ask for your prayers for 
him as he prepares to leave one congregation and is welcomed by you. 

In Christ, Pastor Joe 

Special Announcement 

St. Luke’s is please to announce the appointment 

of our new senior pastor,  Dr. Chuck Baker.  

Chuck grew up in Charlotte, received a B.A. 

from UNC-Chapel Hill, a Masters of Divinity 

from Duke University,  and a Doctorate in 

Preaching from Gordon-Conwell Theological 

Seminary, Charlotte.  He is divorced and has two 

adult children; William and Elizabeth. 

He is currently the pastor at Bethlehem United 

Methodist Church in Advance, North Carolina. 

In addition to Bethlehem Church, he has served 

churches in Lexington, Concord, Greensboro, 

Elkin, and Belmont. He says that the theological 

themes that drive his ministry are Grace and Discipleship, and he characterizes his 

leadership style as based on trust, teamwork, and consensus-building.  As we prepare to 

bid a fond and grateful farewell to Pastor Joe and Lori, we must also prepare to welcome 

Pastor Chuck to the St. Luke’s family.  

In addition to Pastor Chuck Baker’s appointment, our District Superintendent has 

informed us that Associate Pastors Monica Childers and Raymundo Villanueva have 

been reappointed to St. Luke’s for another year. 

Andrew Straw, Chairperson , Staff Parish Relations Committee 

WORSHIP 

Upcoming Worship Services: 

May 10, 2020  “Eternal Hope” 
John 14:1-4                                      

Speaker: Pastor Joe 

May 17, 2020  “Recognizing Our 
Graduates” John 14:15-21 
Speaker: Pastor Monica 

May 24, 2020  “Hymn Sunday- 
Retelling the Stories of Some              

of Our favorite Songs”               
Psalm 146 

May 31, 2020 “Pentecost Sunday” 
Acts 2:1-21                                   

Speaker: Pastor Joe 

June 7, 2020   “We Are Not Alone” 
Matthew 28:16-20                         

Speaker: Pastor Joe 

June 14, 2020 “Justified in Christ” 
Romans 5:1-8                                    

Speaker: Pastor Monica 

June 21, 2020 “Raised with Christ” 
Romans 6:1-11                                

Speaker: Pastor Joe 

June 28, 2020 “Reflections on 
Thirty-Five Years of Pastoral 

Ministry”                                       
Speaker: Pastor Joe 

(All Worship Services continue to           
be offered only online through the  

St. Luke’s Web Page, YouTube  
Channel and Facebook Page. Once 
Governor Cooper institutes Phase 

2 of the NC Covid19 guidelines 
than we as a congregation may 

begin worshipping in person (50 
max). Please note that your             

worship staff is in the process of  
putting together guidelines for how 

worship will take place during 
Phase 2.) Until then use link below.                                                

http://www.youtube.com/
stlukesumc2010   

https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=&msgid=172591&act=111111&c=1653901&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fstlukesumc2010
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=&msgid=172591&act=111111&c=1653901&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fstlukesumc2010


From Pastor Monica 

When the Corona virus pandemic started, the youth counselors and 
I wanted to stay connected with students at St. Luke’s. Charlie 
Brown and I started recording a weekly podcast that posed a 
question around a specific topic or situation that would spark 
conversation and engage individuals to think theologically about 
what is happening in our world during COVID-19.  We have met 

together using Zoom for the past five weeks and have experienced some 
feedback  which lead to some deep conversation from our students. This is not what our 
leaders had in mind in trying to shape our students but it has provided meaning for many 
involved. We invite everyone in the congregation to listen to the weekly podcast at : 
https://anchor.fm/charliebrown/episodes /How-should-Christians-respond-to-conflict-with-

those-you-live-with-and-love---in-quarantine-ecpg1b 

Congregants can dialogue via email at presence@slumc.org or by joining us on Sunday 

evenings via Zoom at 8:00 p.m. to discuss. Zoom URL: https://zoom.us/j/835819408 

***********************************************
Living to Communicate God’s Love to Our Neighbors                 

Living in quarantine has isolated us from being together, yet being in quarantine has not 
stopped St. Luke’s from being the hands and feet of Christ in the world. The first week of 
COVID-19 Catherine Crooks, a college student, stepped in to help youth understand 
what the Corona Virus was and the impact it was making in the lives of those diagnosed. 
This initial conversation sparked compassion in our youth to make calls to church 
members to make sure they were safe and assist with any food or needs church 

members might have.                     

In the weeks to follow, church members were making food and taking them to families, 
students made grocery store runs for folks, Sunday school and small group leaders 
assembled new ways to host interactive learning using Zoom,  children and parents 
logged on to Facebook to hear a bedtime story with Pat McKim, and compassionate 
givers gave money to Christian Aid fund to provide monetary support for those affected 

by COVID-19.  

Since that time, our community has seen a rise in the number of homeless or those 
needing food. The local churches are collaborating with Hickory Soup Kitchen to offer 
monetary support, volunteer help in cooking and serving, as well as, preparing meals 
from stored food in church freezers to provide extra food for the Hickory Soup Kitchen 
and to give their volunteer cooks a break. With the rise in the number of homeless in 
Hickory and lack of bathroom facilities open, hygiene has become an essential need. 
Pastor Raymundo started a clothing closet at Westview providing free clothing for anyone 
in need. Since Westview is unable to meet, St. Luke’s is now teaming up with the Hickory 
Soup Kitchen to provide an onsite clothing closet starting Tuesday, May 5th.  St. Luke’s is 
able to provide for those in need by using the resources already given. In addition, we are 
able to check on our Westview family that attend Hickory Soup Kitchen in the process. 

This is a blessing.  

Words are a powerful thing, St. Luke’s Card Ministry has used this time to send 
encouraging and prayerful cards each week. As of today, we have mailed over 250 cards 
to those in the congregation and community. God is working in around us in so many 
ways even if we all cannot see what is happening.  We might not be able to worship 
together, but worship is still happening. Based on our online tracking, we have reached 
more than 3000 people in worship each week. This is more than we normally would 
reach onsite. Praise be to God. Even though we are not able to be together, God is 
surely at work. I encourage each of you to continue to use your gifts to serve in innovative 

ways during this pandemic.  Pastor Monica 

Honoring Our Graduates in COVID 

St. Luke’s has 16 High School Graduates. On 
Sunday, May 17th  we will honor them in a new way: 
Sunday Worship Online and by hosting a Graduation 
Parade. Since the graduates are not able to come to  the church, we are 
going to take the church to them. We invite the congregation to gather, in 
cars, in the church parking lot on Sunday, May 17th at 5:00 p.m. We will 
form a caravan parade and drive by each graduate’s house where a church 
staff will give them balloons and a card. We hope that you will join us in 

celebrating these students’ accomplishments. 

If you know a high school or college graduate that is not listed below, 
please contact Pastor Monica at monica@slumc.org or Paulette at 

paulette@slumc.org 
 

2020 High School Graduates 

Bo Bell, son of Rob and Kathy Bell, will graduate from North 

Carolina School of Math and Science.  

Justin Beltran, son Karina Roche, will graduate from St. Stephens 

High School . 

Samantha Guerrero, daughter of Eduarda Hernandez, will 

graduate from Hickory High School and plans to attend University of North 

Carolina at Greensboro. 

Dawson Clifford, granddaughter of Sandy Turner, will graduate 

from Hickory High School. 

Landon Docherty, son of Bill and Jill Docherty, will graduate 

from South Caldwell High School. 

Maron Florian, son of Jesus and Linda Florian, will graduate 

from Hickory High School and plans to attend college in the fall. 

Maribella Gagea, daughter of John and Adina Gagea, will                    

graduate from Challenger High School and plans to attend University of 

North Carolina at Charlotte in the fall. 

Francess Gonzalez, daughter of Delia Godoy, will graduate from 

St. Stephens High School.  

Donnisha “Battle” Henry, daughter of Tracy and Ernestine 

Battle, will graduate from Challenger High school and plans to attend 

Western Carolina University in the fall. 

Mayda Hernandez, daughter of Rafael and Lamar Hernandez, 

will graduate from Hickory High School and plans to attend Lenoir Rhyne 

University in the fall. 

Ashley Rojo, daughter of Karina Yanez, will graduate from Hickory 

High School and plans to attend Appalachian State University in the fall. 

Hayden Kerley, son of Jimmy and Sonya Kerley, will graduate 

from St. Stephens High School.  

Noah Messick, son of Larry and Dana Messick, will graduate 

from Fred. T. Foard High School. 

Samantha Pittman, daughter of Wayne and Nancy Pittman, will 

graduate from St. Stephens High School. 

Andey Pegueros, daughter of Pedro and Deyanira Pegueros, will 

graduate from Hickory High School and plans to attend Catawba Valley 

Community College in the fall to study nursing. 

Jisel Hernandez, daughter of Santos Hernandez & Emma 

Sanchez and will graduate from St. Stephens and plans to attend 

Catawba Valley Community College. 

Aviso al Ministerio Hispano: 

Hola a todos seguimos en comunicación todos los 
días tenemos oración a las 10 pm cada quién en su 
hogar y además tenemos los mensajes en la pagina 
web de la iglesia. Los miércoles en la tarde y los 
domingos en la mañana a las 9:30 am. Les 
invitamos a que nos sigan por este medio de 

comunicación y en cuanto a las actividades seguirán suspendidas hasta 
nuevo aviso. Gracias por su apoyo y soporte en este tiempo tan difícil que   
Dios los bendiga. Atentamente                                                                       

Pastor Raymundo Villanueva Ministerio Hispano 

https://anchor.fm/charliebrown/episodes%20/How-should-Christians-respond-to-conflict-with-those-you-live-with-and-love---in-quarantine-ecpg1b
https://anchor.fm/charliebrown/episodes%20/How-should-Christians-respond-to-conflict-with-those-you-live-with-and-love---in-quarantine-ecpg1b
mailto:presence@slumc.org
https://zoom.us/j/835819408
mailto:monica@slumc.org
mailto:paulette@slumc.org


From the Church Host 

Dear St. Luke’s Family, 

I miss our Wednesday Nights together at             
The Gathering. I want to share with you how 
the Kitchen is working to support or community 
during this time. Perishables in the fridge were 
donated as soon as this started. I am now 
working on donating items in the freezer by 

preparing food for the Hickory Soup Kitchen. This allows us to 
be good stewards with our resources and to give the people at the 
Soup Kitchen a break sometimes. The numbers at the Soup 
Kitchen have risen up to as many as 350 people served per day. 

Now for a couple of hints to help you use your own resources. I 
have looked at items I have, especially those that I never seem to 
use and challenged myself to use them up in an effort to limit my 
trips to the grocery. I have found many times that if you go online 
and google a few items that you feel might could 
be used together, recipes will come up containing 
the items. Also many people don’t realize that you 
can freeze milk that is going out of date. When 
thawed the texture will be different so you might 
not want to drink it or have it with cereal but it is 
fine to cook with.  

I pray everyone will be safe. Steve Spivey 

From the Office of 

Administration 

The days are unprecedented. No one 
could be expected to walk through 
them perfectly, without mistakes or 
missteps. But, dear friends, you have 
shown your love and trust in God and 
your love for the mission and ministries 
of St. Luke’s over the past few weeks.  “How did we do 
that?” you might ask. You have been so consistent and 
intentional in your financial gifts to the church. As we long 
for the day when we can gather again in person, your gifts 
have enabled us to continue ministry. In order to ease their 
financial burden, we have continued to pay our nursery 
staff, hospitality staff and building maintenance staff.  We 
continue to support our local missions, like GHCCM as 
they meet the needs of a hurting community. THANK YOU 
for how you show God’s love through your tithes and 
offerings. 

Lisa Lail, Church Administrator 

FYI Budget as of 4/30/2020 

YTD Budget $ 366,950           YTD Income $ 283,947          
YTD Expenses $ 319,292 

Hello, St. Luke’s 
Family!  I hope that you 
are well and safe! 

Covid-19 has challenged all of us in 
new and interesting ways.  Ways that 
we each continue to learn to mitigate, 
but also to overcome. Working from 
home, becoming my child’s parent 
AND educator, trying to stay in touch 

without touching and in contact while social distancing has been 
a challenge. However, I find myself hugely blessed and largely 
because I am a member of the St. Luke’s community.   

Looking forward in the music ministry is difficult, at the 
moment. I was disheartened when I read that although Germany 
has allowed corporate worship to reconvene in person, they 
have banned congregational singing. I know, as we as a staff 
have looked and brainstormed about how worship will vary 
from our previous time together, when we first reconvene, one 
of the changes will be a limited number of musicians. We will 
also probably all be masked. I hope that we as a Church can rise 
to these challenges and not allow our sung praises to God to be 
lessened.  

I’m not sure when choir rehearsal will begin again. Hand Bells 
and CROSSFLAME will hopefully begin again in the Fall, as 
these groups don’t meet in the summer during a normal year. 
CROSSFLAME’s 2020 Summer Tour has been cancelled. The 
New York/Carnegie Hall trip is still tentatively on track. I spoke 
with our contact with the booking company in New York last 
week, who stated that they think that the concert will still 
occur. We can hope and we will wait. I pray that God will bless 
each of you as we do just that.  

Marie Denig, Director of Music & Creative Arts Ministry 

Dear St. Luke’s Children 
and Families, 

I miss each of you and can’t wait to be 
together again hopefully very soon!  I 
miss laughing and sharing in games and 
stories that I hope hold for your children 
a seed of the gospel story that through 

Christ will grow in them. Even though we cannot meet in 
person, I am trying to reach out to each of you to check in, to 
let you know that your Church Family loves and cares for 
you as the family of faith through St. Luke’s.   

We are sharing through our drop off Easter Egg Hunt, 
Facebook Live Bedtime Stories with Ms. Pat each Monday 
and Thursday, Zoom Sunday School each Sunday at 9 a.m., 
Drive by Birthday Celebrations of your child, Remind texts,  
e-mails and cards. 

If you need information to connect to any of these ways that  
I am seeking to be in touch with you please let me know! 
Most especially please let me know of prayer needs and how 
I can reach out to your child to encourage them in any way! 

If your family would like to send cards to some of our adults 
who live alone and could use encouragement and love please 
let me know and I will be glad to pass on names. You could 
share drawings by your child, a note, a picture of your family. 
What a time  to bless someone! 

Finally I am honored to be in the lives of your children and 
you even though from a distance right now. I pray blessings 
over your family that this be a time of renewal and 
intentionality of relationship together.   

You are a blessing to me!  All my love in Christ!               
Pat McKim, Director Children’s Ministry 
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St. Luke's &                       The Hickory 

Christmas Parade            Friday, 

November 22nd                Parade starts 

at 6 PM and loops downtown. We will need people to 

ride and wave, decorate, and walk alongside and give out candy and 

Church information.  To sign up or if you have any questions, contact 

Jessica Stamey at jessica@slumc.org  or call the Church Office (828) 327

-9837. 
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In Paul's letters to Timothy, he strives to exhort and build up the young 
preacher by reminding him of his calling and encouraging him to press on 
regardless of what is happening or how people perceive him. As I reflect 
over the past few weeks, I am reminded of one of those exhortations given 

to Timothy: "be instant in season and out of season." (2 Timothy 4:2) 

For me, this exhortation is a reminder of how we have all had to adapt to 
new ways of life, work, and worship. I used to have a full week of rehearsals, meetings, 
and worship preparation, with some social media and website updates as needed. Now,  
I spend most of my time at the computer, doing daily/weekly updates to our social media 

accounts and website, editing film, and meeting via Zoom.  

In spite of this disruption, I have come to love some of the things this season has 
brought. I enjoy reading your comments on our Sunday morning worship videos on 
Facebook. I love being a part of the Hispanic Ministry's messenger group and being able 
to share news, devotions, and videos with them. I am thrilled whenever you send me 
pictures or videos for projects so that we might use them to connect to our community. I 

am humbled by your kind words of appreciation and thanks.   

I do not possess the knowledge of when things will return to normal, or even what the 
new normal will look like. But I know that as I strive to adapt and be instant no matter the 

season, I can count on God to give me strength and guide me through.  

Jessica Stamey, Associate Director  of Music & Creative Arts 
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