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WORSHIP                               

July 3 2022                   
4th Sunday after Pentecost                         

9:00 a.m. Sunday School                 
10 a.m. Blended Service (S)                               

10 a.m.  Hispanic Service (CH) 

 

July 10, 2022                  
5th Sunday after Pentecost                         

9:00 a.m. Sunday School                  
10 a.m. Blended Service (S)                               

10 a.m.  Hispanic Service (CH) 
 

July 17, 2022                  
6th Sunday after Pentecost                       

9:00 a.m. Sunday School                 
10 a.m. Blended Service  (S)                               

10 a.m.  Hispanic Service (CH) 

 

July 24, 2022                  
7th Sunday after Pentecost                         

9:00 a.m. Sunday School                      
10 a.m. Blended Service (S)                               

10 a.m.  Hispanic Service (CH) 

 

July 31, 2022                  
3rd Sunday after Pentecost                         

9:00 a.m. Sunday School                  
10 a.m. Blended Service (S)                               

10 a.m.  Hispanic Service (CH) 

 

August 7, 2022                   
9th Sunday after Pentecost                         

9:00 a.m. Sunday School                 
10 a.m. Blended Service (S)                               

10 a.m.  Hispanic Service (CH) 

 

August 17, 2022                  
10th Sunday after Pentecost                         

9:00 a.m. Sunday School                  
10 a.m. Blended Service (S)                               

10 a.m.  Hispanic Service (CH) 
 

  (Please note: we leave room for           

the Holy Spirit in above schedule.) 

Masking is recommended            
but not required.    

Welcome to summertime! Mary 
Oliver, beloved poet, reflected on the 
season in this way. “I went out of the 
schoolhouse fast and through the 
gardens and to the woods, and spent 
all summer forgetting what I’d been 
taught—two times two, and diligence, and so forth, how to be modest and useful, and how to 
succeed and so forth, machines and oil and plastic and money and so forth. By fall I had 
healed somewhat, but was summoned back to the chalky rooms and the desks, to sit and 
remember the way the river kept rolling its pebbles, the way the wild wrens sang though they 
hadn’t a penny in the bank, the way the flowers were dressed in nothing but light." 

These beautiful words remind me of my own experience of summer days—running free for 
hours, seeking shade at every turn, and feeling the joy of seemingly endless daylight—kind of 
like those flowers “dressed in nothing but light” that Mary Oliver describes at the close of her 
poem, Just as the Calendar Began to Say Summer. There is something wonderful about the 
light of summertime because light is life-giving. And in scripture, light is one of the most 
significant images. I think specifically about John 8:12. “When Jesus spoke again to the 
people, he said, ‘I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in 
darkness, but will have the light of life.’” Again, light is life-giving. The Light, Jesus, reflects 
into the world and casts out darkness. 

And thinking a little more about those flowers, I want to be dressed in nothing but light. I 
want to see the light. I want the light to shine on me and in my life. I want to reflect that light 
in all that I say and do. That is my hope for my life and our church—that St. Luke’s will see 
and be illuminated by and reflect the light of Jesus. As we remain faithful in following Jesus 
and believe that God is leading us, I pray that in all we say and do we will truly help people 
find and follow Jesus. You may be thinking, “How exactly can I help people find and follow 
Jesus?” I will share four opportunities, which we offered with our vision launch. 

First, PRAY. Specifically, pray for our Church to invite and bring out-of-church or 
unchurched people. Pray for St. Luke’s to reach people through baptism. And pray for 
wisdom and guidance for church leaders. 

Second, INVITE. When we invite others, we give them the opportunity to experience love 
and belonging. A simple invitation is the first step in connecting others with God and with 
church community. 

Third, SERVE. If you are not currently serving with St. Luke’s, we encourage you to take this 
very important and rewarding step. If you have stepped away, now is the perfect time to 
restart. 

Fourth, GIVE. The Bible teaches that mission and vision are made possible by the generosity 
of the church through giving. We can give our time, talent, and financial resources through 
tithes and offerings. If you already give, thank you. If you have never taken a next step in 
generosity through financial giving, we encourage you to start by giving online at the church 
website, via text, or with a check by mail or in person on Sundays. Learn more about giving at 
www.slumc.org/give.  

With the long days of summer, let’s be “dressed in nothing but light” so that we can truly help 
people find and follow Jesus. Let’s be reminded of the Light, who shines in the darkness and 
guides our way. Let’s be inspired to invite others to see that Light. Let’s be moved to reflect 
the Light with people and in places that need to be illuminated. May it be so.  

Blessings—Pastor Amy 

http://www.slumc.org/give


Christian Sympathy of the pastors and congregation to 
the family of Steve Hunt in the death of his mother, Janette 
Hunt; to the family of Pastor Monica in the recent death of her 
great uncle Edwin Reed; to the family of Mark Rash in the  
recent homegoing of his brother, Patrick James Rash; and to the 
family of Beverly Schoendube, a friend of St. Luke’s, in her 
recent death on May 5, 2022. 

Indeed heaven and the highest heavens belong to the LORD your God, also the earth                               

with all that is in it.  Deuteronomy 10:14 

2022 has been a year of change, a time of new visions and purpose, a time of renewal; through it all, your 
steadfastness, enthusiasm and generosity has made all the difference!  Thank you for stewarding resources given to 

you by God, and returning a portion to St. Luke’s so that mission and ministry can continue through us. 

Welcome New Members 

We welcome David and Karen Bost to 
the family of God at St. Luke’s on 
Sunday, June 12 by transfer from a 
United Methodist Church. 

   
We welcome 
Craig and Pam 
Bramble to the 
family of God at St. Luke’s on June 12 by 
transfer from University City UMC in 
Charlotte, NC and Plymouth First UMC, 
Plymouth, MI. 

 

We welcome Charlie Brown to the family 
of God at St. Luke’s on June 12. He comes 
to us from Wedding United Methodist 
Church in Charlotte, NC.  Charlie is our 
Director of Youth & College Age 
Ministries 

 

We welcome David Childers to the 
family of God at St. Luke’s on June 12. 
He comes to us by transfer from Grace 
Chapel United Methodist Church in 
Caldwell County.  He is the husband of 
Pastor Monica. 

 

 

We welcome David Moncada and 
Hannah Reynolds Moncada to the 
family of God at St. Luke’s on June 12 by 
transfer from another denomination.  They 
have two children Stephen, 3 and Sophia 
who is 1. Hannah is part of our Praise 
Team and Jessica Stamey’s sister. 

 

We welcome Drew and Andrea 
Ward to the family of God at St. 
Luke’s by transfer from Springs Road 
Baptist Church, Hickory, NC. They 
have two children, Ben who is in the 
8th grade at Arndt Middle School and 
Lily who is in the 3rd grade at Snow 
Creek Elementary.  Drew is self 
employed and Andrea is a Spanish 
teacher. 

Sacrament of Baptism                          
Sunday, June 12 Amiri Lee Bowen, received the 
Sacrament of Baptism during the worship service.  She is 
the daughter of Ashley Bowen and Charlie Simmons and 
the granddaughter of Tracy and Ernestine Battle.  

IN MEMORIAM 

Phyllida Hart Bein “Penny” Walker 

January 30, 1920 - June 15, 2022 

“Blessed are the dead who died in the Lord for they cease from 
their labor and their works do follow them.” 

Sincere sympathy of the pastors and the congregation  

is extended to the family of Penny Walker on her homegoing. 

The Staff Parish Relations 
Committee is pleased to announce the 
newest member of our staff, Becca 
Easterling. Becca will be joining us officially 
in August as our new Leader of Modern 
Worship. Becca’s part-time role will be to 
lead our praise and worship team in a modern 
setting to create an inspiring, relevant, and 
welcoming worship experience. She will be 
collaborating with St. Luke’s staff to develop, 
plan, and execute worship and coordinating 
the  technical, production, and support requirements for worship.  

Becca is a graduate of East Gaston High School. She attended both Catawba 
Valley Community College and Wingate University working towards a 
Bachelor of Arts Degree in Music Performance. While at CVCC, she earned 
a NC early childhood credential. Becca lives in Newton and is no stranger to 
St. Luke’s. She was a part of Crossflame as a teenager. Becca brings to St. 
Luke’s experience as a team leader, vocalist, musician, song writer, and 
music producer. She served as a Worship and Production Intern at Christ 
Church, Hickory, NC, before moving on to serve as Music Director, Student 
Band Director, and Worship Leader at Passion Community Church in 
Central, VA. Most recently she has served as Communication Lead at Lake 
Forest Church, Denver, NC. 

We are excited to welcome Becca back to St. Luke’s, and we look forward to 
you meeting her soon.                                                                
Steve Winnell, Chair, Staff Parish Relations Committee 



May 16 Administrative Council Bullet Points  

A job description has been released for a new open position called Leader of Modern Worship 

The Finance Team reported that April ended with an actual income of $286,996.96 and  expenses of $339,348.96.  
 To date, there is a deficit of $52,351.97  

The Capital Campaign has a total of $1,411,000 in pledges and cash to date. 102 giving units, with 82 in  pledges and   
 18 non-pledges, contributed.  

Expenses for the Capital Campaign total $34,900 for consulting, materials, and the Big Event. 

The Administrative Council approved the return of $62,000 of Capital Campaign funds to the Trustees and church reserves for a cash 
 advance approved in 2018 to purchase new screens and projectors for the Sanctuary. 

The Trustees have signed a contract to replace the roof of the Administration Building at a cost of $27,000.  

Sunday School teachers for elementary aged children are a high need. 

Starting May 29 at 9:00 am, youth who are rising sixth graders through college ages will be meeting in the Youth Building to engage in 
 age-appropriate discussion groups.  

A new Congregational Care Ministry, Hearts and Hammers, has formed to provide help to congregants who are unable                  
 complete small home projects. 

Called Charge Conference May 16, 2022 

The Administrative Council approved the sale of undeveloped Church-owned acreage by the Trustees for $7,500. 

The Administrative Council approved the securing of a Capital Campaign loan through the United Methodist Foundation so that projects 
 may be completed. Funding for projects will come from Capital Campaign cash first and from the loan thereafter.  

Senior Adult “Fun Bunch” Summer Series! 
Join us the 1st Tuesday of each month at 11:30 a.m. for a Fun Bunch Lunch. 

Watch for “Fun Bunch - On the Go Outings” 
during the Summer! Bring a Friend and enjoy an outing  

somewhere you will enjoy!  Reservations may be made by  

calling the Church Office 828-327-9837 or sign up on the-

Reservation Form outside the Family Life Center Kitchen. 

  

                                                                                            

Tuesday, July 5th — Lunch - 11:30 a.m. - Cost: $10 in the Fellowship Hall 

The 4th Celebration continues with a Star Spangled Lunch and Games! 

Menu: BBQ Chicken, Broccoli 

Slaw, Potato Salad, Watermelon, 

Beverages & Apple Pie 

  

Tuesday, August 2 — Luau Theme 

Lunch - 11:30 a.m.  Cost: $10 in 

the Fellowship Hall.  

Watch for additional details.   

  

Picture from our first Fun Bunch Lunch, 

come join us! 

Western NC Annual Conference met at Lake Junaluska June 17-19. Pastor Monica, Angela and Ric Vandett, Vivian Morphis,        
Raymundo Villanueva and I represented St. Luke’s as Delegates. Jessica Stamey, Pat McKim, and Beth Osbahr represented the 
Catawba Valley District as Delegates. This in-person gathering was the first one since 2019 with Bishop Ken Carter and                     

Rev. Kim Ingram leading the Conference. You may read a recap from each day at the following links. 

WNC Annual Conference Recap #1  WNC Annual Conference Recap #2       WNC Annual Conference Recap #3 
 

General information from Annual Conference is available at www.wnccumc.org/ac2022. If you have questions or would like to have some 

conversation regarding Annual Conference, please let me know. Grace and peace — Pastor Amy 

https://www.wnccumc.org/detail/16533140
https://www.wnccumc.org/detail/16533245
https://www.wnccumc.org/detail/16534419
http://www.wnccumc.org/ac2022


K-5th graders, parents 
& grandparents                                                                                  

Join the Road Trip 
this Summer!           

Each Sunday at 
9:00 a.m.                  

...we will travel to the Beach, Play Outside, Go 
to Summer School,  Head to the Museum, 

Summer Camp, The Fair and the Pool!  Moses, 
Jonah, and the disciples are just a few that will 

travel with us!    We meet in the Children’s 
Building - Rooms 412 & 414 

“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, 
as working for the Lord, not for human 

masters” Colossians 3:23                                               

June 26 “Summer School”                                            
July 3 “Museum”                                                                      

July 10 “Summer Camp”                                                   
July 17 “The Fair”                                                                      

July 24 “The Pool”                                                                    
July 31 “Summer Celebration” 

Monday, July 11 thru           
Friday July 15, 5:30-8 p.m. 

Children 4 yrs. Old - 5th 
Grade are invited to join 
the fun on the campus  of 
St. Luke’s Church 

Climbing Wall, Scavenger Hunts, 
Water Play, Animal Encounters and 
More… Come learn about God’s  

        creation! 

(A meal will be served each evening at 5:30 p.m. with a fam-
ily meal on Friday evening.) 

Registration Limited to the first 125 to register.                             
Please share our link and pass on to friends and neighbors 

www.slumc.org/connect/kids. 

to create a camp like 
atmosphere for the children to come experience God’s 
creation and His love for them.  We need an amazing 
team of servants to make this happen.  Places to serve 
include: Registration Team; Meal Servers, Pre-School 

Rotation Center Leaders; Family Group Leaders & Assistants; 
Rotation Stations;  Special Group Hosts; Family Night Planning 
Team; Parking Lot Greeters; Decoration Team.  Contact Pat McKim at 
pmckim@slumc.org to volunteer. 

It  will take a village to come together! 

SAVE THE DATE                                                
THE PUMPKINS ARE COMING! 

Saturday, September 24, 9:00 a.m. Come out, 
bring a friend and help us unload                              
a semi full of pumpkins! 

Marie Denig 

The Western North Carolina Annual 
Conference, June 16-19 at Lake Junaluska 
was a great experience. It was wonderful to 
gather and meet again in Stuart Auditorium after 
being unable to meet for two years. The music 
was beautiful; the preaching was inspirational 

and hopeful. Bishop Carter led the Conference with respect for all 
participants and showed his dedication to moving forward into the future. I 
was especially proud of Pastor Monica Childers and Jessica 
Stamey.  Monica had several leadership roles and participated in worship 
services including serving communion to the Annual Conference 
participants. Jessica Stamey also served as an usher for the 
Conference.  St. Luke's can be very proud of our staff members who were 
leading at the Conference level. The United Methodist Church is moving 
forward into the future with hope, respect, and mercy.                                 

Angela Vandett, Delegate for St. Luke’s 

St. Luke’s 
First Annual 
Children’s 
Choir Camp 
for 2nd-6th 

grade 

Have a young person in your life? We’d love to have them 

join us  Monday, August 15 through                      
Thursday, August 18                                        

9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. for our                       
first Annual Children’s Choir Camp!   

We will play musical games, sing, learn about how our 
voices work, sing, and have a daily mystery visitor!  Oh, 
and SING!!  There is no cost for the camp, and children 
will need to pack a lunch. If you have a 2nd-6th grader, 
who would want to come and be a part of this fun musical 
opportunity. Contact Marie Denig at (828) 327-9837 or           

marie@slumc.org Open to the community, bring a friend!  

Music Rehearsals for the Summer 

The Handbells had the last rehearsal for this season. 
They will reconvene on Wednesday, August 24.                 

The Choir will not meet for rehearsals this summer on                   
Wednesdays July 6, 20, and August 3.   

It’s time to reinvest in the Children and Youth of our 
community through Music Ministry!  This cannot happen 

without YOU!  Please consider being a part of helping these 
ministries to “reboot” next Fall through volunteering to drive, ride or 
be a rehearsal chaperone!  If you can help, please contact me:                   

marie@slumc.org or (828)327-9837, ext. 206. 

http://www.slumc.org/connect/kids
mailto:marie@slumc.org


St. Luke’s Missions Alive - 2022 

Members in Missions 

The City of Hickory Community 
Relations Council had its annual 
Banquet and recognized individuals 
that have gone “above and beyond” 
in promoting good relations in 
Hickory for 2021 and previous years 
due to COVID. The Rev. William 
“Bill” Garrard was recognized in 
2021 with a video announcement. 
Cudos again Pastor Bill! 

The Congregational Care Team Calendar 

Thursday, July 7 — 7:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  Fun Day 
Apart at JAARS Center (sign-up required). Call the 
Church Office. 

Thursday, August 11 — 6:00 p.m. Dealing with 
Anxiety and Depression with special guest Rev. 
Katherine Sherrill  

Sunday, September 11 — 2:00 p.m.- 5:00 p.m. An Act 
of Love Event- Planning for your Future  

Saturday, October 1 — 10:00 a.m.- 2:00 p.m. Dealing 
with Compassion Fatigue and Burnout led by Rev. 
Katherine Sherrill (lunch is included and registration is 
required). 

November TBD — Caring for Our Children and Youth 
with special guest Rev. Melisa Gepford  

Thursday, December 1— 5:30 p.m. Caring for our 
Care Givers Celebration  

Summer Youth & 
College                      

Programming 
We are offering special programming for people who are 
rising 6th graders all the way to college on Sunday 
mornings throughout the summer. We begin at 9:00 
a.m. in the Youth Center with a time of conversation 
centered around the scripture and sermon that week, 
then transition to the Sanctuary to join the rest of our 
congregation in the weekly worship service.   

We are already a couple of weeks into the summer and, even 
at 9:00 a.m., it's been so great to gather together.  We have a 
range of ages and perspectives represented in our discussions 
and the conversation has really helped us to prepare for 
worship.  If you are, or know, a rising 6th grader through 
college age person who may be interested in joining us Sunday 
mornings we would love to have you!  Since we just started, 
everyone is a new face so it’s a great time to come check it out. 

Children’s Building Action Team 

The Trustee appointed Renovations Team has been 
meeting regularly, determining the steps needed to 
begin the upgrades to the Children’s Building.  Many 
decisions have been made and details ironed out.  The 
plans have been finalized and we are waiting on bid 
proposals.  We hope to have a contractor identified by 
mid July. The congregation will be informed when the 
work is scheduled to begin. 

Bo Bell, son of Rob and Kathy Bell is on a bicycle ride 
with 100 other guys crossing the country for The Ability 
Experience.  A nonprofit organization, it has one simple 
mission: to create shared experiences to support people 
with disabilities and develop the men of Pi Kappa Phi 

into servant leaders. 
The Journey of Hope 
Team will ride an 
average of 75 miles per 
day, participating in 
friendship visits with 
fellow Pi Kappa Phi 
members and visiting 
people with disabilities 

to celebrate the abilities of all people at each stop. They 
will travel a combined 12,000 miles and arrive at the 
Capitol Lawn in Washington, DC. Well done Bo! 

Much is going on and prayers are needed more 
than ever with COVID rearing its head again,  our 
Representatives in conflict, war torn Ukraine and 
Russia and our faltering economy, many stresses. 

And, first and foremost our Church family prayer needs.   

The Prayer Team is in the Chapel Wednesdays from 11:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. in prayer.  Please pray with us at home or in person, your 
prayers are needed.  We continue to pray Ephesians 3: 14-21 for our 
Church-wide mission to bring new souls to know God and His Word as 
members of St Luke's. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayers!  
Prayerfully, St. Luke's Prayer Team 

Our Lighting and Technology Sub-Committee 
which oversees the lighting 
and technology upgrades of 
the Capital Campaign has 
wonderful news to share. 
The audio/visual upgrades 
have begun in the 
Fellowship Hall! We are 
looking forward to our new 
equipment and what it 
means for our church in the 
future. Internet upgrades 
are underway and we will 
hopefully have some 
improved capabilities in the 
very near future.  
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CONTACT INFORMATION 

Phone : 828-327-9837      Fax: 828-327-4043                                          
 web: slumc.org 

Church Office Hours….. Monday thru Thursday            
9 a.m. till  5 p.m.     Closed Friday 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE…Thursday before Monday printing  

 Bulletin/ Eblast Deadline…………...……..Wednesday, 1 p.m.  

In our distress, we prayed to the Lord, 

and he answered us and set us free 

(Psalm 118:5) 


