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*December 18, 2022          
4th Sunday of Advent                         

9:00 a.m. Modern Worship (FH)                
10 a.m. CHRISTMAS BRUNCH 

11 a.m. Traditional Service (S)                               
11 a.m.  Hispanic Service (CH)  

 

*December 24, 2022          

Christmas Eve                        
7 p.m. Communion Candlelight                 

Service (S)     
                             

*December 25, 2022        

ON LINE Service Only                                    
11 a.m.  Hispanic Service (CH)  

 

January 1, 2023           

Epiphany Sunday 

Communion                        
10 a.m. Sunday School                  

11 a.m. Traditional Service (S)                               
11 a.m.  Hispanic Service (CH  

 

January 8, 2023           
Baptism of the Lord                         

9:00 a.m. Modern Worship (FH)                
10 a.m. Sunday School                  

11 a.m. Traditional Service (S)                               

11 a.m.  Hispanic Service (CH) 
 

January 15. 2023          
2nd Sunday after the Epiphany                        
9:00 a.m. Modern Worship (FH)                

10 a.m. Sunday School                  
11 a.m. Traditional Service (S)                               

11 a.m.  Hispanic Service (CH) 
 

January 22. 2023          
3rd Sunday after the Epiphany                        
9:00 a.m. Modern Worship (FH)                

10 a.m. Sunday School                  
11 a.m. Traditional Service (S)                               

11 a.m.  Hispanic Service (CH               
 

               

One year ago, my preparation and anticipation during Advent and Christmas was multilayered. As I look back, it feels like just 

yesterday and a long time ago all at once. It is an understatement to say that a lot can happen in a year. 

At the close of 2021, I had led Monticello UMC through the holidays, celebrating the gift of Jesus, while also concluding my time as 
their pastor. I ended my tenure after five and a half years, giving thanks for the life and ministry that we shared. It was a season filled 

with many emotions. I formally completed my time with Monticello on December 31. And the preparation continued. 

Ringing in the new year and welcoming 2022, I switched gears to focus on the final details of a memorial service for my mother. We 
had waited almost 13 months to honor her memory in a formal and public way. On January 8, we gathered at First United 

Methodist Church in High Point with family and friends for worship and remembrance. And the preparation continued. 

During the first week of January, I shifted my focus towards being ready for new ministry with St. Luke’s. I had first received a phone 
call from Rev. Lory Beth Huffman on October 20 about the possibility of moving to Hickory. After prayerful consideration and 
conversation with Tim and Laura-Clare, other family, and several trusted friends, I felt confident in God’s leading. So, after a season 

of much preparation, I started my appointment with St. Luke’s on January 10. 

I look back now one year later with gratitude, thinking about all that has transpired since then. 

I have deeply appreciated serving alongside St. Luke’s during an exciting and historic year. We gained clarity for a growing future 
through a process with The Unstuck Group and, in May, launched a new vision, focusing on worship, children, and communication. 
We are extending welcome and hospitality to first time guests every week. We are offering opportunities for service and are seeing 
more people than ever sharing their time and gifts on Sunday mornings, Wednesday nights, and throughout the week, especially 

through our Congregational Care Ministry (CCM). 

We reignited a capital campaign and launched this work in March. We gathered for a wonderful celebration lunch and filled the 
family life center with people and with excitement about the future and about the upgrades that would be accomplished through the 
capital campaign. The response in pledges and in giving was amazing. In pledges, we exceeded the total goal, and in this first year, 
we have received more than half of what was pledged for a three-year period. Your faithfulness and generosity are inspiring and 

enlivening as we look forward to how God is leading us in helping people find and follow Jesus. 

We witnessed much of the work, made possible by the capital campaign, in progress throughout 2022. The technology upgrades 
are almost finalized. The children’s building renovation is very close to completion. In a remarkable way, these projects align directly 
with the vision, as we prioritize worship and children’s ministry. We will keep you updated about a completion date, knowing that the 

excitement is growing and that you are eager to see the newly updated children’s building. 

And now after another season of preparation and anticipation, I am counting my blessings and looking ahead to 2023. 

St. Luke’s will continue the visioning work with The Unstuck Group. The Visioning Tam—Rob Bell, George Snow, Charlie Brown, 
Beth Osbahr, Jean Gay, Jennifer Garlow, Mike DeWitt, Donna Ferber, Donnisha Battle, Jessica Henley, Monica Childers, and me)
—will meet again in person in February with consultant and coach, Chad Hunt, for a vision review. This time together will enable us 

to reflect on the first year and equip us for the second. I’ll update you again in a couple of months. 

We will keep having conversations around the current United Methodist Church so that St. Luke’s has accurate information. Having 
already met with some small groups, I will appreciate new opportunities for listening, asking questions, and sharing. If you have 

questions, please reach out and let me know. 

We will invite and worship and serve and give and welcome and study and learn and gather. We will love and hope and care and 

praise and pray and trust and grow. 

And in all things, we will believe that God is working in and through us and will seek to help people find and follow Jesus. This 
purpose offers the greatest hope in Jesus, as we share his love and grace with others. The word “rooted” has been put on my heart 
for 2023. How will I remain rooted in God’s love and purpose? In what ways will I be rooted in the vision for St. Luke’s? This word 

has brought me back to the scripture that I have prayed repeatedly in 2022—Ephesians 3:14-21. 

“For this reason, I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth takes its name. I pray 
that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may be strengthened in your inner being with power 
through his Spirit and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love. I 
pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth and length and height and depth 
and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. Now to him 
who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, to him be 
glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.” 

I pray that you will come alongside me for ministry in 2023 and be open to how God can use you. I pray that we will wholeheartedly 
trust in God’s guidance and faithful provision every step of the way. Let’s go into 2023 ready for another year filled with blessings! 

Amen—Pastor Amy 



The Gathering- Dinner Church Menus & 
Themes now thru January 25               
5:30-6:30 p.m. Fellowship Hall                      
Our vision is to “Help people find and follow 
Jesus.” Invite your friends and neighbors. . 

Christian Sympathy of the pastors and congregation to 
the family of Shelbey Bradshaw Bolter, in the homegoing her  
sister, Sydney Bradshaw;  and to the family of Salema Mells in 
the homegoing of her aunt, Frances Payne; to the family of 
John Riddle in the homegoing of his sister, Diana; and to the 
family of Paulette Gregory in the recent death of her cousin, 
Melanie Moretz Starr. 

 

December 21,2022 Christmas Eve, Eve, Eve, Eve                                        
Menu: Ham, Broccoli Casserole, Sweet Potatoes, Salad Bar,  Rolls, 
Beverages & Desserts 

December 28, 2022 NO GATHERING 

January 4, 2023 Welcoming the New Year Together   Menu: 
Kielbasa Sausage or Chicken Nuggets, Sauerkraut, Black Eyed Peas, 
White Rice, Corn, Cooked Apples, Salad Bar, Cornbread, Beverages 
& Desserts  

January 11, 2023 Winter Getaway Cruise                          
Menu: Tilapia with Creamy Dill Sauce, Ham, Broccoli, New Potatoes, 
Cole Slaw, Hush Puppies, Salad Bar, Beverages & Desserts   

January 18, 2023 It’s Everybody’s Birthday Party           
Menu: BBQ Pork on a Bun or Hamburger with Fixins, Mac & Cheese, 
Roasted Vegetables, Fruit Salad, Salad Bar, Beverages & Desserts  

January 25, 2023 Chinese New Year                                     
Menu: Honey & Sesame Pork Loin, Chicken Nuggets, Rice, Snap Peas, 
Cooked Carrots, Egg Rolls,  Salad Bar, Beverages & Desserts   

In this season when we celebrate the birth of Jesus, we cannot escape the reality that we could 
never outgive God!  His generosity in giving His only Son inspires our own generosity in giving back to 
Him a portion of our own blessings.  “Thanks be to God for His indescribable Gift!”  2 Corinthians 9:15 

 Your year-end financial gifts will help us finish 2022 in a strong position leading into the new year. 

 Your offerings may be given in a variety of ways: 

 ◆Place your check in the offering plate at each worship service 

 ◆Mail your check to St. Luke’s, 52 16
th

 Avenue NW, Hickory, NC  28601  

 ◆Use the bill-pay option through your bank 

◆Visit the church website at www.slumc.org and give on-line 

◆Ask your financial adviser about giving through your IRA distributions or other retirement accounts 

◆Gift your appreciated stocks and securities through the UM Foundation; you can avoid capital gains taxes and get a tax   

       deduction too! Call Lisa at the church office for more information if you choose this option. 

**Please remember that your donations must be given, initiated or postmarked by December 31 to be considered a 2022 

donation. 

Most of you can say with certainty that you have prospered this year.  Even in these difficult times, God remains faithful and we 

give Him honor and show gratitude through our offerings to Him.  Thank you for your generosity! 

A “special Thank You” to                               

Greg and Sharon Coley who for             

over 30 years have been part of the        

installation and decoration of the   

Chrismon Tree each year.                                             

By the rest of the Chrismon Tree Team 

KNOW, GROW, GIVE, SERVE 
Stay in the KNOW with our weekly text, 
eblast, or monthly newsletter.   

•Tuesday Text— receive a encouraging 
note or pertinent information about what is 
happening that week in the life of the 
congregation by texting the word “NEWS” to  
828-373-3349 or by scanning the QR code. 

 

Weekly Eblast—email Paulette Gregory at 
paulette@slumc.org or call the Church Office at 828-327-9837. 
 
Monthly Newsletter is a way of learning about all that is 
happening in the life of the congregation, ways to get involved, 
and calendar event happening on campus. To subscribe visit 
www.slumc.org 
 

GROW and SERVE 
Serve in the church or community and/or Grow through study. 
To find out more and to get started visit the website 
www.slumc.org or contact Pastor Amy or Pastor Monica for 
more details. 
 

GIVE 
When we give, we invest in changing lives. Here are ways you 
can give: Cash or Check via worship or mail: 52 16

th
 Ave. NW, 

Hickory, NC 28601, Online through electronic giving or by 
texting “Give” to 828-348-1832 and Assets, Stock or qualified 
distributions from your retirement. For further information 
contact Lisa Lail, Church Administrator, lisa@slumc.org  

http://www.slumc.org
mailto:paulette@slumc.org
http://www.slumc.org
http://www.slumc.org
mailto:lisa@slumc.org


Come GROW with us each Sunday 
at 10:00 a.m. in the Youth Building!  
The fun begins January 8th!                                      
Infant-4years—Share in story, music and play each week 
as we share in the Christmas story and Baby Jesus.                                                                                
Kindergarten - 5th Grade —Take a Walk-through 
Christmas and learn about the GOOD NEWS! 

WEARY… Many of 
us can resonate with 
this word, whether it 
be because of the 
unsteadiness of our 
global and political 
climate, stressors at 
work or in our 
community, or 
because of disorder or tension in our own homes, we all experience 
weariness. And yet, as we move through the season of Advent, 
looking toward the celebration of Christ’s birth, we are invited to hope, 
to have peace, and ultimately, to rejoice. As we move into a season 
that is marked by celebration and singing and family gatherings, it can 
feel impossible to navigate the tension of weariness and rejoicing. 
How do we reconcile our pain or our questions with the hope of a 

coming Savior?  Join us December 20th  at 7 p.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall as we set aside a unique time of worship and 

reflection designed to help us acknowledge the grief and loss that so 
many of us have experienced this year and in years’ past. Through 
words, music, art, and prayer, we seek the comfort, hope, and healing 
that only Christ can bring. Come as you are, and invite those that you 

know who are hurting this year to join us for a “Blue Christmas” 
worship experience. 

Photos from Christmas 

Camp In Sat. Dec. 10 



The Congregational Care 
Ministry in Review  

We began our Congregational Care Ministry at St. Luke’s in the summer of 
2020.  During those fairly early months of the pandemic, we began with 
probably the most important ministry for the time, Our Prayer Team.  Now 
almost 2 and ½ years later, we have 17 different ministries under the umbrella 
of Congregational Care. Our main objective has been to create and sustain a 
culture of care in everything we do here at St. Luke’s.  We do this by continuing 
to learn how to care better and we are led by the Holy Spirit as we focus on 
praying first and always in everything we do.   
 

Some of the ways we have cared for our Church in 2023 are:   
◆Continually praying for the needs of our members and loved ones that are 
brought to our attention. We reach out with calls, cards, and visits. We have a 
new hospital visitation team that has begun to assist the Pastors to visit those 
in the hospital, rehab, or people who have been discharged to home.   
◆Our Card Connection Team made up of adults and children has sent  
nearly 150 cards this year to people that needed acknowledgment or 
encouragement for something going on in their lives.   
◆We have 2 different clothing ministries. The Grace Space in the Lower 
Level of the Administration Building meets with clients by appointment to help 
people from Exodus House, The School System, or DSS to pick out clothes 
that they need.  Since the summer, 75 people have come for clothing. In 
addition, Pastor Raymundo takes clothes every Wednesday morning to the 
Hickory Soup Kitchen and allows people to get clothes they need.  
◆The He-Art Craft Ministry has offered open times for doing crafts in  
its home in the lower level of the administration building and more recently has 
been seen in action at most of our Children’s Ministry events.  We have found 
that children love doing crafts and Becky Beerbower and her team of helpers 
have offered great experiences for children at our Easter event, Summer Day 
Camp, during the Music Camp, and at the Christmas Camp Out.  Through 
crafts, we have reached out to well over 100 children this year. The Knit Wits 
keep the Pastors stocked with prayer squares, blankets, and lap throws for 
those in need. They have also started making gloves and hats for the Grace 
Space and for children at Viewmont Elementary that are in need for a winter 
supply.  
◆You must stop by the Library on the main floor of the Administration  
Building.  We have a beautiful room that looks like a library now. There are 
approximately 600 nonfiction books and 125 adult fiction. Presently the team of 
Louise Humphrey, Courtney Osborne, and Coleman Setzer are cataloging and 
compiling a database of juvenile and children’s collections.  
◆Fran and Sally Pyne and Felip McMakin have been leading a Bible  
Study group at Woodland Manor Apartments for over 2 years. Not only do they 
discuss Bible stories, but they’ve become Mentors and actually like family to 
the group, walking with them through dfficult times as well as celebrating 
birthdays and other occasions. 
◆We have started a new ministry called Hearts and Hammers to do simple 
repairs for people in our congregation .                                                                     
◆Our Bereavement team has been able to resume their vital ministry of 
providing meals for people who have lost a family member, whether this is at 
the home or during a Celebration of Life Ceremony.                                                       
◆This year, we have lost 77 people who were either members, family of 
members or close friends.  We have a Grief Ministry that reaches out to those 
who have suffered a loss.  The team tries to maintain contact with these people 
for several months up to a couple of years, depending on the need.                                                                                                                         
◆Our Barnabas ministers are assigned people in our congregation that may 
have special needs or just unable to get out of their home environment very 
often.  Because they see them regularly through the year special relationship 
are formed.  Barnabas ministers have made over 360 visits this past year to 
people fortunate enough to have this very special friend.                                  
 
 
(Continued at top of page) 

St. Luke’s is Helping the Community 
One Donation at a Time. To reach our vision in 

helping people find and follow Jesus sometimes that means 
providing basic resources to people in need. Each Sunday we have 
an opportunity to give from our resources to help others in our 
church and community. January’s Mission focuses are: 

December 18th - January 14th- Coats, Hats, and Gloves for 
all ages (donations will support the need at Hickory City 
Schools and the Grace Space) 

January 15th - February 4th - Men’s’ clothing items 
(pants, tops, underwear, t-shirts, socks NO SUITS please) to 
replenish the Grace Space 

All donations can be dropped off in the bins in lobby of the 
Family Life Center and the Sanctuary or at the church 
office. For more information contact Pastor Monica 
monica@slumc.org. 

St. Luke’s Missions Alive - 2022 

On behalf of the Hickory Soup 
Kitchen Board, Staff and Clients 
I would like to thank you who 
volunteer or support this 
organization.  We are so grateful 
for the service and support to 
this vital community ministry. 
Providing hot nutritious meals 
cannot be done without 
volunteers like you! 
 

If you would like to volunteer for the Food Pantry, Kitchen 
prep, or dining room service (between the hours of 8 a.m. 
and 11 a.m.) contact Bonnie Salisbury at 828-327-4828. 
Currently we are blessed by having a full slate of volunteers 
for St. Luke’s monthly scheduled serving line; however, we 
need substitutes who can be added to our call list.  This is 
for serving the fourth Tuesday of each month from 
11:15. a.m.  – 12:30 p.m. If you are interested, please call 
David Gay at 828-234-4217. 
 

In addition to the above opportunities to serve, The Hope 
Center at the Hickory Soup Kitchen needs volunteers to 
transport clients from jobs.  This is an opportunity to help 
individuals trying to achieve self-sufficiency. The Hope 
Center needs volunteers to drive the Hope van one or two 
afternoons per month.  The route varies and the shifts are 
2:30.p.m. – 4:30 p.m.  Requirements are a valid driver’s 
license and up-to-date Covid-19 vaccinations.  If interested 
please contact Jean Gay at 828-320-3471 or Laura Sigmon 
at HSKHopePoject@gmail.com. 
Best Regards, David Gay  

In addition to these ministries, we have individuals who are trained to help 
people when they are going through a crisis or an especially difficult time.  
They may help with resources, counseling, or just walking alongside 

people during their struggles.   

For anyone who would like to become a Congregational Care Minister (a 
CCM), we will be holding a training in the new year.  If you are interested, 

contact Pastor Monica or Beth Osbahr.   

Through these ministries, our CCMs have provided hundreds of hours of 
care within our church and community this past year.  We feel that we are 
being a better church by using what we’ve learned to be the hands and 

feet of Jesus.  Thanks to all for the opportunity to serve.   

mailto:monica@slumc.org


We are already looking forward to the next 
one in February!  Our next Retreat in 
February will be part of the Confirmation 
program beginning on Wednesday 

evenings in January. Through this program we aim to prepare, 
recognize and affirm the moment in the participant’s faith journey 
when they assume personal responsibility to live the vows of their 
baptism and church membership. The classes will cover all of the 
basics of Christianity, Discipleship, and the Church and are offered to 
any students 6th grade and up. Look for more details in our weekly 

enews (eblast) in December and January. 

We continue to lean into weekly worship on Sunday mornings and love 
seeing youth involved each week in both of our Services!  Between the 
9 a.m. and 11 a.m. Service the Youth Center is open and we 

welcome students to stop by, hang out, and connect with one another!   

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

The Digital Ministry of St. Luke's has had an exciting year. We have new equipment in the Fellowship Hall and are eagerly 
anticipating our new equipment in the Sanctuary. Our website underwent a transformation. We are beginning to livestream to 
YouTube as well as Facebook. 

We are still in need of screen operators at the 11:00 a.m. service. The qualifications to operate screens include being able to 
read, click a mouse, and follow along with the service. If this is something you would like to learn more about,                                 
contact Jessica Stamey 

With more and more ways to communicate in a culture that encourages sharing the details of 
our lives, there exists greater and greater opportunity for disagreement. Our differences seem 
more pronounced. Our words sound more divisive. Even as Christians, we struggle to get 
along. The Apostle Paul wrote to the Christians living in Corinth about this very thing, 
encouraging them to not ridicule one another but to work together to show the love of Christ. 

Women’s Bible Study Begins January 11 @ 10:00—11:30 for 6 weeks. Please register 
through the Church website www.slumc.org.   Pat McKim will lead this Bible Study. 
Books may be purchased at the bookseller of your choice. Invite a friend!!  

Dear Family and Friends, 

As we prepare our hearts for 
this special season, we want 
to take a moment to let you 
know once again how thank-
ful we are for each of you.   

From the Hopkins-Gomez 
family in       Nicaragua, we 
wish all of you a                           
Merry Christmas. 

(From left to right, Yimileo, Emily, 
Xiomara, Angi, Margellin, Lotti, Lucy,         

Peanut and Ronnie) 

“Words of Life”- Jesus and the Ten Commandments Today  Begins Wednesday February 1 at 
6:30 in the Koinonia Room #131 of the Family Life Center.   
Nearly everyone has heard of the Ten Commandments, the list of "thou-shalt-nots" found in the Bible. 
Jesus saw these commandments not as onerous burdens, but as guideposts to help us experience a good 
and beautiful life. Come join Angela Vandett as she leads people through 11 weeks of considering the 
meaning of each commandment in Hebrew, unpacking how Jesus reinterpreted them and showing how 
every commandment was intended to point to a life-giving action. 

Join Pastor Monica on the Passages of the Bible Cruise 
October 5-17, 2023.  Explore Bethlehem, Jerusalem, Sea of 

Galilee, Athens, Corinth, Cairo and the Pyramids of Giza, 
Alexandria, Ephesus and more. Register by January 4

th
 for  

a $100.00. For information contact Pastor Monica at 
monica@slumc.org. 

http://www.slumc.org
mailto:monica@slumc.org


We’ve heard in the news that a lot of people are getting sick from RSV this fall.  Here’s some 
information that may be helpful to you about this virus.   

RSV stands for Respiratory Syncytial Virus.  It is one of the causes  that produces common cold 
symptoms.  In fact, it produces one of the most common illnesses in childhood and most children have 
been exposed to RSV by their 2nd birthday.  Children and adults may have repeat infections with this 
virus throughout their lives.  From the time of exposure, people will develop symptoms between 4 to 6 
days.  The infection usually lasts about a week and not longer than 2 weeks.   

For most children and adults, it may cause a fever, runny nose, sore throat, cough, sneeze, wheezing, a 
decrease in appetite, headache, irritability (in children) and fatigue.  Sounds familiar, right?   

Most people that get RSV treat the symptoms as any cold, with OTC medications, fever medications, and plenty of fluids.  It’s fairly rare that 
someone would need to be hospitalized for more supportive treatment such as oxygen and IV therapy.  Hospitalization, if needed, usually is 
only needed for a couple of days.   

The issue with RSV is that in small infants and older adults, it can progress to lower respiratory inflammation and/or infection and cause 
bronchiolitis and pneumonia.  Although most infants can be managed at home, a few that get RSV may need the more supportive care of 
hospitalization, such as those who are born premature, have weakened immune systems, have congenital heart or chronic lung disease, or have 
a musculoskeletal disorder.  In fact, these at-risk infants are usually known to pediatricians and doctors and are given a monthly preventive 
injection of Synagis (palivizumab) during the height of RSV season, which is fall and winter.   

Older adults at risk for developing complications from RSV are those with underlying heart or lung disease, those with asthma, and people 
who are immunocompromised.   

RSV is transmitted through common routes; through droplets spread by coughing and sneezing, direct contact by kissing, or touching surfaces 
that have the virus on them.   

The best ways to prevent the spread of RSV are all the ways we’ve learned so well through the COVID pandemic:  

Cover our noses and mouths when we cough or sneeze 

Wash our hands frequently with soap and water for 20 seconds 

Avoid close contact with babies and older people when you’re sick or you’ve been exposed to someone who is sick, especially activities such 
as kissing, shaking hands, or sharing cups and utensils 

Frequently clean doorknobs and mobile devices 

Don’t touch your face with unwashed hands 

Wear a mask anytime you feel it necessary 

Unfortunately, there are no treatments for RSV at this time but researchers are working on developing a vaccine and an antiviral for RSV.   

If you have concerns that your infant, small child, or older adult may have RSV, there are rapid tests that can be performed in the office to 
determine if RSV is what you are dealing with.  Your doctor will be able to provide good information about how to care for your loved one as 
well as providing follow-up care if the condition worsens. Beth Osbahr, Lay Minister 



Christmas Brunch, December 18th, 10:00 a.m. — 11:00 a.m.                                                                     
Everyone is asked to show up at 9:45 a.m. and bring a covered dish to share. Food tables will be set up in the Sunday school 

hall on the right of the Fellowship Hall in the Family Life Center. Those attending the 9:00 a.m. worship service that are bring-

ing a dish and would like to keep your food dish warm the food warmer will available in the kitchen. All other items can be 

placed on the table. The food service will begin promptly at 10:00 a.m. with a blessing given at the end of the 9:00 am service 

and another after everyone has their plate. There will be a couple of point people available to help assist the congregation as 

you bring your food items in and offer directions.  We look forward to our time together and hope you will invite a friend to 

join you for Christmas brunch.  



November 29 Administrative Council Meeting Bullet Points  

◆Renovations to the Children’s Building are expected to be complete in April 2023          

if all supply chain issues are resolved. A completion date for renovations in the                

Sanctuary is projected for January 2023. 
 

◆The Staff Parish team recommendations for pastor salaries were approved at the November 13 called 

meeting. 
 

◆Advertisement for a part-time Leader of Traditional Music and an accompanist position has been          

released by the Staff Parish team.   
 

◆The Vision Team reports that the church has almost reached its goal of engaging 75 new people and 

retaining 20%. There is a goal of increasing Church attendance to 750 persons in all services within 

five years. 
 

◆The Capital Campaign reported that $62,000 in cash was received in the month of November.  

A complete copy of the Administrative Council meeting minutes may be requested from the Church Office.  

WE ARE GROWING in our WORSHIP and Life Together! Throughout our vision process since May, we have been 
diligently tracking our worship attendance, guest numbers, new engagement, and guest retention. Our average              
worship attendance has increased by 75.6 people, with more than 94 guest visits, and 24 new people now engaged. 
We are excited to see how God is at work.  
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CONTACT INFORMATION 

Phone : 828-327-9837      Fax: 828-327-4043                                          
 web: slumc.org 

Church Office Hours….. Monday thru Thursday            
9:00 a.m—5:00 p.m.     Closed Friday 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE…Thursday before Monday printing  

 Bulletin/ Eblast Deadline…………...……..Wednesday, 1 p.m.  

The new year often prompts 
us to look back—to reflect on 
where we have been. It can 
be very helpful to take 
account and learn from our 
reflections. However, once 
we have done that, it is 
important to turn around and 
face forward—to consider 
where we are going. What is 
your direction? Are you 
feeling lost? What are your 
next steps? In a season 
when resolutions start strong 
and often fizzle out, how can 
the way of Jesus give us 

direction and purpose? 

On Sunday, January 8, we will kick off a new worship series—Looking for   
Direction: Where Am I Going and How Do I Get There? If you are looking 
for direction, seeking purpose, searching for the right next steps in your life, or 
yearning for more in your faith, we invite you to journey with St. Luke’s in the 
new year. We hope that you will join us. Invite a friend or neighbor or relative! 

Happy New Year!! 


