
 
 
 
 
 
Last month we returned from a week on the Rio Bocay.  We joined local MINSA (Ministry of Health) staff 
for three days of clinic in Kayaskita. 
 
Nine doctors and nurses, including the director of the Ayapal Clinic, provided consults, immunizations, 
ultrasounds, laboratory testing, flu shots and cancer screening.  Patients from many surrounding 
communities traveled to the clinic to be seen. 
 
The Kayaskita Clinic board, Morlan, head nurse and Ronnie had a meeting with the director and assistant 
director of the MINSA office in Bocay.  We worked on an agreement to place the clinic under MINSA, 
initially designating it as a health post for four surrounding communities – Kayaskita, Tunawalan, Sala de 
Dios and Siviwas II. After the communities have been assessed for the number of families, type of 
diseases and general needs, the post will be upgraded to an official clinic.  Initially, a nurse will be 
provided and after the upgrading, a doctor will be added.  The agreement is scheduled to start July 2021.  
Morlan will be the nurse in charge. 
 
The Bocay director praised the construction of the clinic.  Thank you, Bountiful Grace of Lexington, 
Kentucky.  Medical teams from the US have been coming for twelve years, providing consults and training 
for the health promoters (brigadistas and midwives).  The director strongly encouraged the continuation of 
these teams.  She told us they were a major part of the improvement in the health of the river communities 
and said that they would always be welcome. 
 
We also met with the brigadistas and midwives and discussed issues they are encountering in the 
communities and the changes that would be happening with the clinic.  We had good participation by 
these health promoters… they expressed their 
gratitude for the training that has been provided by the 
teams. 
 
Once Marlon is in charge of the clinic, we will begin to 
work on plans for the medical teams. We discussed a 
more targeted approach in consultation with the 
Ayapal director. Appointments would be made for 
specialty consults; these would take place in both the 
Kayaskita clinic and a smaller clinic in Kantayawas.   
Health promoter training and some home visits would 
continue. 
 
We now have nebulizers, glucometers and fetal 
stethoscopes for each of the communities.  Our plan is 
to have all the health promoters trained on the use of 
these instruments by the fall.  
 
We still need $500 for special milk and vitamins for malnourished children. 

 
On a very sad note, one night at 3:00 a.m., Morlan came running to the clinic, jumping over the gate and 
calling the doctors to come for a medical emergency in one of the local homes.  A young woman was in 
labor… unfortunately the baby did not survive (please see attached report).  
 
There was also one case of COVID reported – in the community of Nueva Luz.  Morlan will be keeping us 
posted on this situation. 
 
Blessings, 
Ronnie and Angi 
June 2021 
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