
 

Rio Bocay Update April 2017 

 

We traveled to the Rio Bocay on April 8 with fourteen people from St Luke’s UMC of Lexington, KY. The 

team was led by Pastor Reid Buchanan… fellow missionary with TMS-Global.  The team flew in at mid-

day.  We arrived in Ayapal the following evening and traveled to Tunawalan by IVA (big truck) and then 

by boat.  After an evening service with the community, we settled in for the night. 

 

 

The next day the nurses on the team did training for the brigadistas.   Several teachers worked in the 

Saladedios school and provided teacher training in the afternoon.  Craig, who had previously donated 

twenty laptops to the Kayaskita and Kayaska schools, visited the school in Kayaskita to teach and repair 

computers for the teachers.  We also had several pastoral staff who worked with the youth leadership 

team on discipleship training. 

     



      

The next day the teachers traveled to Tunawalán to work in the school.  The medical trainers taught first 

aid to the brigadistas and then worked with the sewing group. The computer team taught a beginner’s 

course for ten people at the clinic while the discipleship team worked with pastors and lay leaders.  

After lunch we all traveled to Tunawalan and then back to Ayapal where we settled in the hotel. 

 

The next morning the team traveled to Yakalwás community where they had provided the material for 

the community to build a school. The medical team did health screenings for the children.  They found 

the major problem to be dental decay due to poor dental hygiene and the recent easy access to candy 

and chips.  Teaching on preventing dental decay and loss will continue to be an important part of our 

training.  The teachers worked in the school.  The high school students came for computer training. The 

discipleship team worked with the pastors and lay leaders.  One of the college students on the team 

made family portraits. 

   



 

The following two days we worked in Ayapal.  The teachers worked in the school.  The medical team 

worked with the women in the maternity house and the discipleship team worked with pastors and lay 

leaders at the local church.  The team also went to the local radio station and did a small presentation.   

On our return home, we spent the night in La Dahlia.  We arrived in Managua the next day and had the 

afternoon to shop for souvenirs.  Our first stop was at the camp where the Sewing Seeds had brought 

their handmade bags, oven mitts and towels to sell. The Sewing Seeds are a group of women from Mira 

Luz, a local barrio.  With the help of Maria Dilia of Tipitapa and a group of friends from Northside UMC 

of Atlanta, GA they have learned to make beautiful crafts which they sell to earn income for their 

families.  If your church might be interested in helping with the sale of these crafts, please contact Angi 

The team also visited Catarina and the Masaya volcano at night before catching a midnight flight back to 

Kentucky. 

 

Upcoming Teachers’ Conference 

While in Ayapal, we also met with the teachers’ committee for the June 23 - 25, 2017 Teachers’ 

Conference.  This is a project Yesman is working on as a part of his internship with Dalton First UMC of 

Dalton, GA.  He is collaborating with Exar and Ramon, two Nicaraguan teachers, who also completed the 

Dalton First UMC Internship Program.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So far we have three teachers and a nurse led by Jennifer from Young’s Grove Baptist Church, 

Cedartown,GA to teach at the Teachers’ Conference.  They are in the last stage of fundraising to provide 

the material for the Kayaska community to build a school.  We hope to dedicate the school with the 

community on June 22.  

We are still trying to recruit more teachers to help with the Teachers’ Conference.  If you might be 

interested, please let us know.  We also need to raise the funding to cover the costs of the conference… 

please see attached budget.   

In many of the river communities, the children drink water from the river or streams near their homes.  

The water is contaminated and they are often sick from drinking this water.  We are trying to address 

this problem with the clean water projects, bringing clean water from the mountains to the 

communities below.    



 

Currently we have two water projects under 

construction - in the communities of Kayaskita and 

Siviwas #2.  We have been hauling truckloads of 

pipe, cement and a water tank to the river.  The 

communities do all of the labor. 

 

The villagers in Kayaskita are building their own 

water tank with concrete made from sand in the 

river.  The community of Siviwas #2 is three hours 

removed from the river so the villagers were not 

able to make their own tank.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you come to work on the river, you 

might be riding Nica-style ☺ 

     

    

               

   

 

 

Donations for our support may be made by sending a check to: 

TMS-Global (formerly The Mission Society) 

P.O. Box 922637, Norcross, GA 30010 (indicate Hopkins Support #0287) 

or electronically via www.tms-global.org/give, scroll down to “Give to a Missionary” 

and type in our names Ronnie and Angi Hopkins 

We can receive letters and small packages at: 

Ronnie and Angi Hopkins 

Apartado postal #16, Tipitapa 

Nicaragua, Central America 

Please feel free to contact us at ronnieangi@gmail.com  phone: 609/632-0446 

 



 


