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January 29. 2023          
4th Sunday after the Epiphany                        
9:00 a.m. Modern Worship (FH)                

10 a.m. Sunday School                  
11 a.m. Traditional Service (S)                               

11 a.m.  Hispanic Service (CH) 
 

February 5. 2023          
5th Sunday after the Epiphany 

COMMUNION                         
9:00 a.m. Modern Worship (FH)                

10 a.m. Sunday School                  
11 a.m. Traditional Service (S)                               

11 a.m.  Hispanic Service (CH) 
 

February 12. 2023          
6th Sunday after the Epiphany                        
9:00 a.m. Modern Worship (FH)                

10 a.m. Sunday School                  
11 a.m. Traditional Service (S)                               

11 a.m.  Hispanic Service (CH) 
 

February 19. 2023          
Transfiguration Sunday            

9:00 a.m. Modern Worship (FH)                
10 a.m. Sunday School                  

11 a.m. Traditional Service (S)                               
11 a.m.  Hispanic Service (CH) 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY      
February 22, 2023          
6:30  p.m. Ash Wednesday (S)    

 

February 26. 2023          
1st Sunday in Lent                                 

9:00 a.m. Modern Worship (FH)                
10 a.m. Sunday School                  

11 a.m. Traditional Service (S)                               
11 a.m.  Hispanic Service (CH) 

 

March 5. 2023                       
2nd Sunday in Lent                       

COMMUNION                               
9:00 a.m. Modern Worship (FH)                

10 a.m. Sunday School                  
11 a.m. Traditional Service (S)                               

11 a.m.  Hispanic Service (CH) 

                             
                        

Last year when I arrived to serve with St. Luke’s, we were still burdened by pandemic 
weight and yearning to see the light at the end of the tunnel. There was an uncertainty about 
what a future clouded by unexpected leadership transition, Covid, and a lack of “normalcy” 
would look like. The balance between excitement and discouragement were realistically and 
understandably palpable. Yet, even with the burdens and uncertainty, it was clear that St. 
Luke’s had not lost hope and remained in close step as Jesus followers. St. Luke’s simply 
didn’t know how to move forward or what the right next steps should be. It may have felt 
like a car that is stuck in the mud with tires spinning and spinning without enough traction 
to go anywhere. 

 

The online Google dictionary defines “stuck” in these ways: 

“Be fixed in a particular position or unable to move or be moved.” 

“Be unable to progress with a task or find the answer or solution to something.” 

“Remain in a static condition; fail to progress.” 

 

 

While looking towards an unknown future and unsure how to gain traction and move 
forward, St. Luke’s leadership discerned a need for prayerful evaluation, reflection, and 
strategic planning, read a book called The Unstuck Church by Tony Morgan, and in turn, 
identified The Unstuck Group to help guide St. Luke’s out of a stuck place and into a way 
of transformation and growth. 

Within weeks of the start of my tenure, I had the privilege of beginning the visioning 
process with a faithful and exceptional team of St. Luke’s folks. It was one of the many 
wonderful firsts that I experienced soon after my arrival. The Visioning Team began 
working directly with Chad Hunt, Ministry Consultant with The Unstuck Group. 
Through prayerful discernment, extensive evaluation, and faithful perspective, a vision 
came into focus—helping people find and follow Jesus. First steps included intentional 
emphasis on communication (how do we invite, welcome, and connect with new people?), 
children (how do we create formative ministry for children?), and worship (how do we 
engage people in meaningful and inspiring worship?). 

Since we launched the vision last March, we have gained traction and seen growth in those 
three key areas of focus (e.g., increase in average worship attendance, exceeding goal of 
first time guests, and a growing number of people serving with children’s ministry). It has 
been an exciting year, and we have certainly learned along the way. Nothing is ever perfect. 
Yet, we are trusting in God, moving forward, and adapting along the way. And our work 
with The Unstuck Group and Chad Hunt continues. 

On Saturday, February 4, Chad will be back in Hickory with St. Luke’s, and the Visioning 
Team will gather to check in, evaluate, and reflect on where we have been and where we are 
going. I am excited about the next steps for St. Luke’s in 2023, and I would ask you to 
continue praying for our direction and vision and our shared ministry, as we help people 
find and follow Jesus. Be on the lookout in February for more information from the 
visioning team and from me. Grace and peace—Pastor Amy 

 

“Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far 
more than all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to 
all generations, forever and ever. Amen.” (Ephesians 3:20-21 NRSV) 



The Gathering- Dinner Church Menus & 
Themes now thru February                          
5:30-6:30 p.m. Fellowship Hall                      
Our vision is to “Help people find and follow 
Jesus.” Invite your friends and neighbors. . 

Christian Sympathy of the pastors and congregation to 
the family of Susan Wilson in the death of her brother Jimmy 
Jackson; to the family of Betty Jean Smith, a former member; 
the family of  Jackson Schonewolf in the death of his mother-in-
law Dottie Ford; to the family of Keevan Johnson in the recent 
death of his sister, Andrea Meisenheimer; and to Alisa Brake 
in the homegoing of her sister Kathy Meeks.  

 

January 25, 2023 Chinese New Year                                     
Menu: Honey & Sesame Pork Loin, Chicken Nuggets, Rice, Snap Peas, 
Cooked Carrots, Egg Rolls,  Salad Bar, Beverages & Desserts   

February 1, 2023 Ground Hog’s Day Breakfast for Dinner          
Menu: Bacon & Sausage, Scrambled Egg Casserole, Hash Brown        
Casserole, Cooked Apples, Salad Bar, Pastries, & Beverages 

February 8, 2023 Souper Bowl                                               
Menu: Broccoli & Rice Soup, Chicken Noodle Soup, Chili,                 
Sub Sandwiches, Chips, Salad Bar, Beverages & Desserts 

February 15, 2023 Be My Valentine                                     
Menu: Spaghetti & Meatballs, Cooked Carrots, Green Beans,               
Salad Bar, Beverages & Desserts   

February 22, 2023 Chinese New Year                                     
Menu: BBQ Chicken, Cajun Rice, Corn, Salad Bar, Beverages &       
Desserts    

Ways to Give? Online at the St. Luke’s website https://
slumc.org/give. Texting (Text “give” to 828-348-1832) or you 
may mail a check to  52 16th Avenue NW, or give in person 

on Sundays or through the week. 

Your gifts to St. Luke’s make a difference in the church body, the community and   
surrounding areas.  Thank you for being so generous! 

“Words of Life”- Jesus and the Ten                      
Commandments Today begins Wednesday 

February 1 at 6:30 p.m. in the Koinonia 
Room #131 of the Family Life Center.   

Jesus saw these commandments not as onerous 
burdens, but as guideposts to help us experience a 
good and beautiful life. Come join Angela Vandett as she 
leads people through 11 weeks of considering the meaning of 
each commandment in Hebrew, unpacking how Jesus                 
reinterpreted them and showing how every commandment 
was intended to point to a life-giving action. 

IN MEMORIAM 

Peter Clark (Pete) Sanders 

April 10, 1939 - December 28, 2022 

“Blessed are the dead who died in the Lord for they cease from 
their labor and their works do follow them.” 

Sincere sympathy of the pastors and the congregation  

is extended to the family of Pete Sanders on his homegoing. 

IN MEMORIAM 

Leeann C. Murdock  

May 6, 1960 - November 24, 2022 

“Blessed are the dead who died in the Lord for they cease from 
their labor and their works do follow them.” 

Sincere sympathy of the pastors and the congregation  

is extended to the family of Leeann Murdock on her homegoing. 

Welcome New Members 

We welcomed Amy Phillips and Alison, Alisha and        
Rev. Jonathan Brake into St. Luke’s congregation  on 
Sunday, December 18.                                                                    
Amy Phillips joined by transfer from First United 
Methodist Church, Asheboro, NC.                                                                   
Alison and Alisha joined us from Woodmont United 
Methodist Church in Reidsville. Jonathan is a member of 
the WNC Annual Conference. 

IN MEMORIAM 

Judy Thrift Lineberger 

July 13, 1941 - January 6, 2023 

“Blessed are the dead who died in the Lord for they cease from 
their labor and their works do follow them.” 

Sincere sympathy of the pastors and the congregation  

is extended to the family of Judy Lineberger on her homegoing. 

Tuesday,  February 7 is the Senior 
Adult  “Fun Bunch” Lunch at 

11:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 
LOVE IS IN THE AIR with 

Valentine Games, Crafts & 
Fellowship—we would love for you to join us 
and bring a friend!  Menu: Cheese Tortellini with Rosa 

Sauce, Roasted Carrots, Salad, Bread Sticks, Beverages &  
Desserts. Cost  $10. Sign up in FLC, Sanctuary or Church Office. 

https://slumc.org/give
https://slumc.org/give


ALL Children K—5th Grade are 
invited to join us as we GROW each 
Sunday at 10:00 a.m. in the Youth 
Building!  Come as we learn... 

Infant-4years are also located in the Youth 
Building. Through music, play and wonderful 
adults friends we GROW together! 

Very Helpful Book ALERT!! 

I just read Gary Chapman’s little book  Anger - Taming a 

Powerful Emotion. What a WOW of revelation! I learned 
three important things: God’s perspective on anger, the 
difference between “bad” and “good” anger, and how to USE 
anger for positive change.                                                                                                   
In today’s world - just because we are human - anger is a 
reality of life. It can be loud and explosive or quietly fuming. 
It can damage relationships with spouse, children, co-
workers, neighbors, and fellow citizens. It can damage our 
health. It can even compromise our relationship with God.                                                                    
Why do we get angry? What can we do about it? Both 
questions are clearly answered in this important little book.                                                                
You can check it out, and other life-changing books, from our 
St. Luke’s LIBRARY located at the end of the hall in the 
administrative building. Many thanks to Louise Humphrey 
and others who have organized this free resource available to 
bring excitement and spiritual growth to our faith 
community. ~Barbara Appling 

The Children’s Ministry Team is excited to host a 
community event called “Just a Click Away… 

Digital Safety and Your Child” with renowned 
speaker, Richard Guerry, on Sunday, February 5 
from 3 – 5:00 p.m. in the St. Luke’s Sanctuary. We 
will address how to keep children safe online and 
what every person should know to prevent digital 

abuse. We invite anyone in the community 13 years 
old and up. Childcare will be provided. 

After the gathering, we invite parents for coffee and cookies 
and for an opportunity to ask questions of the speaker. The 
Children’s Ministry Team is asking for cookie donations with 
the hope of having 400 cookies available. If you can provide 
cookies, please contact Jennifer Garlow at 828-612-5224 or 
email jsgarlow@yahoo.com. Please drop cookies off by 
Thursday, February 2 at the Church Office, or bring them that 
Sunday to designated carts at the Welcome Desk in either 
worship area. Thank you! 

ORGANIZATION AWARD 

     This year’s organization award goes to a relationship-building 

discussion group that has been meeting in our area for over a 

decade. People from all walks of life are drawn to the group  

because of their shared issues of concern around racism, racial 

profiling, racial justice, and a mutually vested interest in racial 

reconciliation.  

     Twice a month, the group, made up of clergy leaders, people of 

faith, community representatives, educators, the Hickory  Police 

Dept., as well as other city and council officials, come together in 

the spirit of confidentiality to discuss timely issues  in our world, 

nation, and community, always looking for greater        

understanding and ways individually they might be a catalyst  for 

change from whatever sphere they operate. 

     Dr. King once said, “But the end is reconciliation, the end is 

redemption, the end is the creation of the beloved community.                

It is this type of spirit  and this type of love that can transform 

opposers into friends.” 

I am honored to present  the 2023 Spirit of King Organization 

Award to the Hickory Racial Justice and Reconciliation Group. 

accepting the award today on their behalf are co-facilitators,          

Rev. Bill Garrard and Rev. Reggie Longcrier.  

New Kids Point Small Group To Begin 

GATHERING KIDS, a new group 
for children 4yrs-5th grade begins 
Wednesday February 1 from            
6:30—7:30 p.m. 

Join us for an evening play group with a discipleship 
purpose.  Get ready for games and 
more…… 

Watch for location!  Parents are 
invited to our first meeting to 
hear more and register your child. 

Contact Pat McKim for information 
pmckim@slumc.org or 828-327-9837 Ext 216. 

Confirmation classes started up in January and we are 

so very blessed with the group of  

students and adults God has brought 

together!  We are meeting each 

Wednesday evening and discovering/

rediscovering the very basics of what 

we  believe and how we live it.  It’s a great group and we trust  

and are excited for all that lay ahead for us.   

Each Sunday morning, youth are serving in our services and 

we are excited to help any interested 6-12th graders find 

ways to serve here at St Luke’s!  In between each of our  

Sunday services we have a time for those in 6-12th grade to 

gather in the Youth building. New faces are always welcome 

and celebrated!   

mailto:jsgarlow@yahoo.com
mailto:pmckim@slumc.org




St. Luke’s Missions Alive - 2023 

Please help support the Hickory Soup Kitchen by purchasing              

tickets to the annual spaghetti dinner. See David or Jean Gay or 

call phone Jean, 828-320-3471 for tickets.  

Capital Campaign Projects Update 

The new year has brought a flurry of 
activity on the Capital Campaign 
projects. Most notable is the work 
that has begun in the Sanctuary.  

CO-DA began installing the 
overhead LED lighting in the 
Sanctuary the week of January 
16. Upon completion of the lighting, they will install the new 
audio, camera, and sound system. The work will be done during 
the week without disruption of Sunday services expected. Their 
progress will be evident as you attend worship service each 
Sunday. Expected completion of the lighting is late January and 
the A/V technology is late February. 

The Children’s Building renovation continues to move forward at 
a steady pace now that several change orders have been approved 
by our Trustees and given to Moss-Marlow. These changes 
concerning restroom plumbing and fixtures, flooring, overhead 
insulation, lighting, casework, cabinets, door frames, and 
hardware, etc. were necessitated by code requirements and revised 
usage plans. Expected completion of the renovation is April-May. 

The technology upgrades for the Family Life Center remains at 
95%, pending receipt and installation of the final component of 
the audio/video and sound systems, a DSP controller. While the 
system is operational, the DSP controller when installed will 
expand the system to its full operational capability. Expected 
completion of work is late February. 

Funding for the Capital Campaign Projects continues to be 
provided by the generosity of our Church family. Of the 
$1,425,669 pledged and cash donations, a total of $832,172 has 
been received as of December 31, 2022. That is more than half of 
the total amount of the campaign funds received in the first year of 
the three-year campaign. The result is that expenses incurred have 
been met with having to borrow only $79,728 from our pre-
approved loan with The United Methodist Foundation.  

May God continue to bless our generosity.                             
Capital Campaign Team 

St. Luke’s Church Library                                             
If you’ve visited the Church Library recently, you’ve noticed several 
improvements! The nonfiction collection has been reorganized and 
catalogued using the Dewey Decimal Classification System, used by 
public libraries to organize materials by topic and content.  A majority 
of the adult nonfiction collection in the Church Library can be found in 
the Religion category of 200-299. The adult fiction collection is 
organized alphabetically by the author’s last name, then the first three 
letters of the title. Work has recently begun on the juvenile and 
children’s nonfiction and fiction collections. I see a great need for 
improvement in these areas and welcome suggestions from parents 
and kids for new and relevant books. While we don’t yet have online 
access to the collections, a print list of all materials is available. Please 
feel free to visit the library located in the last room on the right in the 
Church Administration Building or contact Louise Humphrey: 
louisehum@gmail.com 828-302-4061. 

Methodist Men 
will be delivering 

pine straw on          
Saturday,                                  

February 11                
beginning at 

8:00am.  

The cost is $7.00 per 
bale, with free delivery 
in the greater Hickory            

area with orders of 
10+ bales. See a Mem-
ber of the Methodist 

Men to place order or 
call the Church Office 

at 828-327-9837.  
Thank you! 

mailto:louisehum@gmail.com
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CONTACT INFORMATION 

Phone : 828-327-9837      Fax: 828-327-4043                                          
 web: slumc.org 

Church Office Hours….. Monday thru Thursday            
9:00 a.m—5:00 p.m.     Closed Friday 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE…Thursday before Monday printing  

 Bulletin/ Eblast Deadline…………...……..Wednesday, 1 p.m.  

Beloved, let us love one another, for love 
is from God, and whoever loves has been 
born of God and knows God. Anyone 
who does not love does not know God, 

because God is love.  1 John 4:7-8 ESV  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+4%3A7-8&version=ESV

