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WORSHIP                               
  

February 6, 2022                  
5th Sunday after Epiphany  
COMMUNION SUNDAY     

8:45 a.m. Celebration Worship       
11 a.m. Blended Service                                

11 a.m.  Hispanic Service                 

February 13, 2022                  
6th Sunday after Epiphany                           

8:45 a.m. Celebration Worship       
11 a.m. Blended Worship &                                

11 a.m.  Hispanic Service               

February 20, 2022                  
7th Sunday after Epiphany                           

8:45 a.m. Celebration Worship       
11 a.m. Blended Service                                

11 a.m.  Hispanic Service 

February 27, 2022                  
Transfiguration Sunday           

8:45 a.m. Celebration Worship       
11 a.m. Blended Service   

MARCH 2, 2022                  

ASH WEDNESDAY                         
6 :30 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service                                 

March 6, 2022                  
1st Sunday of Lent                           

8:45 a.m. Celebration Worship       
11 a.m. Blended Worship &                                

11 a.m.  Hispanic Service               

March 13, 2022                  
2nd Sunday of Lent                  

8:45 a.m. Celebration Worship       
11 a.m. Blended Service                                

11 a.m.  Hispanic Service 

March 20, 2022                  
3rd Sunday of Lent                                

ONE UNITY SERVICE                                         
11 a.m. Blended Service                                

followed by a Luncheon Program          
in the Fellowship Hall.                                                   

  (Please note: we leave room for           

the Holy Spirit in above schedule.) 

WNCCUMC strongly  recommends  
wearing of masks at all  indoor ministry                 

activities, including worship. 

    

What a wonderful time to be in ministry with St. Luke’s UMC! It is a new year and a new beginning, as we embark on 
new ministry together. Recent months have brought significant transition for St. Luke’s and for my family, and change 
can be unsettling and even difficult. Yet, it can also be very exciting, sparking promise and hope. Of course, our lives 
of faith rest on the promise and hope of new beginnings. 

In chapter 28 of the Gospel of Matthew, Mary Magdalene and Mary went on the Sabbath to look at the tomb where 
Jesus had been buried. To their astonishment, the women are told that Jesus has been raised to new life. In a moment 
of complete surprise, the women meet life and not death. And the gospel writer says that the women leave “afraid yet 
filled with joy.”  

I recall becoming a parent almost 16 years ago, and I remember thinking and probably saying, “What in the world are 
we supposed to do!” and “This is so amazing!” all at the same time. And honestly, Tim and I couldn’t believe that we 
drove home with a baby. While cradling Laura-Clare in my arms, gazing into the face of new life, and embarking on a 
new beginning in parenthood, I was both terrified and delighted. Being a new parent isn’t the first time that I remember 
newness stirring these kinds of feelings. 

I remember moving to High Point when my sister, Emily, and I were nine and six years old. My dad left a successful 
and stable career, and my parents bought a PIP Printing franchise. Dad used his gifts in management and sales. Mom 
used her gifts of finance and bookkeeping. Yet, they had to learn the new-to-them trade of printing. They poured their 
resources, time, and energy into something completely brand new—into a venture with no certainty for success. This 
new beginning was both frightening and exciting.  

Have you become a parent or been closely connected to a friend or relative who has become a parent? Have you taken 
a leap into a completely new venture where there was a lot at stake? Have you had some other kind of experience that 
ushered you into something new and created significant change in your life? If so, maybe you can relate to the feeling 
of being simultaneously terrified and delighted or frightened and excited or in the words of the gospel writer, “afraid 
yet filled with joy.” 

In this season of change and new beginning, I am balancing unsettledness and excitement. I am anticipating challenge 
and celebration. But, mostly, I am remembering that our faith is anchored in the promise and hope of the new life that 
Mary Magdalene and Mary witnessed one early morning long ago. 

I have come into ministry alongside you during a pivotal time for St. Luke’s. In fact, I was in a conversation recently, 
discussing just how significant a time it is in the history of St. Luke’s and for us as God’s church. And as a newly 
appointed leader, I do not take that lightly. I have joined you as St. Luke’s is taking bold and trusting steps towards 
future ministry and is preparing our faith community and facility for that ministry. 

On January 23, the vision initiative team met for the first time with Chad Hunt from The Unstuck Group. This team, 
including Beth Osbahr, Jessica Kerley Henley, George Snow, Mike DeWitt, Jean Gay, Erin Roberts, Gary Stafford, 
Donnisha Battle, Charlie Brown, Jennifer Garlow, Rob Bell, Donna Ferber, Pastor Monica, and me, shared an 
afternoon of prayer, reflection, honest conversation, and even some laughter. It was a privileged time of listening and 
learning, and I was deeply moved by the commitment and passion of these Jesus followers. 

In a season of new beginnings and with a desire to share the love of God and reach new people for Christ, this team 
has been tasked with the responsibility of identifying essential ministry on which St. Luke’s will be focused and 
creating a specific plan for how this ministry will be accomplished. With God’s grace and leading, this work goes well 
beyond the vision initiative team.  

It will be the responsibility of all of us to see the vision that will come into focus and find our own ways to contribute to 
its fruitfulness. We may find ourselves uncomfortably stretched in new directions. We may feel the uncertainty that 
comes with change. We might be invited into new ways of thinking and new ways of being church. But, as the vision 
initiative team was reminded, without change growth is not possible. 

If we are truly called and deeply committed to sharing the Good News of Jesus and reaching new people, then, like me 
when I was a new mother and like my parents when they started a brand new business, we might just experience 
unsettledness and feel challenged. Or maybe like the women at the tomb we will even feel afraid. However, I 
encourage us to remember that we will certainly also discover excitement and celebration and joy. 

Join me in prayer for our church’s vision initiative and for each person who is part of the team. We will continue the 
vision initiative process on Saturday, February 26 and Sunday, February 27, as Chad Hunt returns to lead us. If you 
have questions, please do not hesitate to speak with those who are representing you or with Pastor Monica or me. 

While chapter 28 of Matthew’s gospel began with Mary Magdalene and Mary leaving the tomb both afraid and 
joyful, the chapter ends with Jesus’ words, “And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” Matthew’s 
gospel concludes with this reminder that amidst change and growth, we are not alone. We are in this together, and that 
is good news. Like I said before, what a wonderful time to be in ministry with St. Luke’s! Before us is the promise and 
hope of new life.  Grace and peace, Pastor Amy  



Christian Sympathy of the pastors and 
congregation to the families of Thomas Theis in his 
recent homegoing; to the family of Donna Chipleyin the 
recent homegoing of her daughter Debra Hobart; to the 
family of Anita Doran in the death of her father, Wilbur 
Doran; and to the family of Charlie Sapp in the recent 
death of his brother Jerry Sapp. 
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I want to congratulate you on giving cheerfully during 
what was a hard year for many.  You give cheerfully to 
the Lord’s work.  Some of you give out of commitment. 
Some out of habit. Some out of worship. Some out of 
obligation. These motives may not all equal in 
spirituality; but while we wait for a motive of spirituality, 
we continue to do right until our feelings match our 
actions. Thank you for supporting the mission and 
ministries of St. Luke’s! 

Join us for The Gathering on 
February 9th                      
Menu: Super Bowl Pre-Party 
BBQ Pork on Bun or Chicken 
Nuggets  Coleslaw                          
Corn on the Cob   Baked Beans     
Beverages & Desserts 

Dinner begins 5:30 p.m. Studies begin 6:30 p.m. 

It was a true blessing to be able to start our Gathering and 
to reconnect with amazing people and share a meal 
together. Small groups and Bible studies for adults are 
being offered along with  for children and youth followed 
the meal and are both off to a great start. We also have 
several great options beginning for adults in the next few 
weeks. Our hope is to share a meal together, fellowship, 
and to provide a time for discipleship. We hope to see you 
Wednesday, 5:30 p.m. Please feel encouraged to invite 
friends!   

February 16/Love is in the Air                          
Spaghetti with Meatballs     Corn       Green Beans 
Tossed Salad       Garlic Bread        Beverages & Dessert  

 

February 23/President’s Day                                         
Ham     Sweet Potatoes      Broccoli Casserole    Corn 
Rolls    Beverages & Dessert  

January 24, 2022, Administrative Council  

⚫Finance Team reported that 2021 ended with an actual income of 
$1,023,000 and expenses of $990,665 which resulted in a year end 
surplus of $32,335. St. Luke’s holds $18,961,097 in assets which 
include cash, savings and investments, and buildings, land and 
equipment.  

⚫The Administrative Council approved a recommendation from 
the United Methodist Men to expand the scope of the Charles M. 
Snipes Scholarship fund. It is now the Charles M. Snipes 
Undergraduate/Graduate Scholarship and includes those pursuing  
a master’s degree in Christian studies or seminary. 

⚫The Administrative Council reviewed a list of members that we 
have lost contact with and were presented before the 2021 Charge 
Conference for removal. Members of Administrative Council will 
attempt to reach these members within a year’s time to determine if 
they would like to continue in membership before they may be 
removed at the 2022 Charge Conference.. 

⚫The Trustees reported that a leak in the Sanctuary needs to be 
addressed and the roof replaced per recommendation from our 
insurance adjuster. Bids are currently being sought.  

⚫In a Boy Scout update, it was reported that the bankruptcy 
portion has been resolved but that the chartering process will be 
addressed. More information released in March.  

“The Lord’s Prayers” Bible Study on                       
Wednesday evening at 6:30 p.m. has begun. 

You may still come and be part of this class that 
meets in the Koinonia Classroom (#131 of the 

Family Life Center) and continues till March 23. 
Angela Vandett  facilitates Adam Hamilton’s study 
“The Lord’s Prayer, The Meaning and the Power 
of the Prayer Jesus Taught” You can get a hardback 

edition or a large print edition on Amazon Books.  Hope you can join 
us., Angela Vandett  amvandett@gmail.com 

David Gay is now serving as the liaison 
between St. Luke’s and the Hickory Soup 
Kitchen. Austin Pierce, Executive Director, 
shared that St. Luke’s was one of the reasons 
the Hickory Soup Kitchen never missed one 

day of serving our community’s hungry and homeless during 
the pandemic. St. Luke’s members volunteered to serve, 
transported resources to the kitchen and Steve Spivey, Food 
& Hospitality Director, prepared food during this trying 
time.  In addition to physical manpower, St. Luke’s has given 
monetarily to support this ministry in several ways. Thank you, 
St. Luke’s family, for your stewardship in giving to the Primary 
Ministry Fund which extends God’s loving hand out to 
community. 

The Big Event – March 20 

You won’t want to miss this unprecedented milestone 
in the history of our Church.  Two important teams 
have been hard at work this winter. The Capital 

Campaign Team is putting into action the 
congregation’s vote last summer to revive our 

Children’s ministry, refresh our sanctuary, and renew 
our technology. The Vision Initiative Team is 
collaborating with a consultant to evaluate the 

church’s current state and chart our course for the 
next five years. On Sunday, March 20, they will  

share their work and paint the picture of tomorrow.   
St. Luke’s will have one Unity Service at 11:00 A.M. 
in the Sanctuary followed by a luncheon program 

for all in the Family Life Center. Come and soar 
together into the future of St. Luke’s and be part of 
both these efforts as we share and celebrate as a 

church community. 

mailto:amvandett@gmail.com


St. Luke’s Missions Alive - 2022 

Children & Families Join Us For 

FUN IN THE SON Youth 

Building Sundays at 

10 a.m. for... 

Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 12:12 
“There is one body, but it has many 
parts. But all its many parts make up 
one body. It is the same with 
Christ.” 

February 6 - Gifts That Create (Music, Art, Drama)             

February 13 - Gifts of the Spirit (Prophecy,                      
Discernment, Tongues) 

February 20 - Finding Your Gifts     

February 27 - Using Your Gifts  

Worship with Children 

8:45 a.m. Celebration Service in Fellowship Hall - Check 
out the PRAYGround for interactive activities for               
children during worship. 

11:00 a.m. Blended Service in Sanctuary - Please pick up 
a child’s Worship Bag with activities for both Age 3+ and 
Ages 7+ to use in worship and take home. 

Congregational CARE News 

*Training Planned for the Chair or Leaders of the following 

teams: Altar Guild for the Contemporary and Traditional 

Services, Ushers, Greeters, and Parking Lot Greeters/Security on 

Sunday, February 13th at 10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  

Congregational Care Ministry Provides 

Resources For Those Hurting 

St. Luke’s CCM (Congregational Care Ministry) Team 
recognizes the ongoing need for people dealing with intensely 
emotional situations and are now providing a resource called 
Care Notes for concise easy-to-read guidance and support. 
Care notes are 5X7 small booklets that speak to those dealing 
with difficult emotions or situations in life. 

There is a range of topics and situations for people to choose 
from Topic include: trust, loneliness, depression, illness, 
anxiousness, busyness, suffering, chronic pain, loss of a loved 
one, cancer, grief, Alzheimer, dementia, etc.  

These Care Notes are a down-to-earth style of spiritual 
guidance that offers relatable advice to help people heal – 
mind, body and spirit. 

We invite the congregation to take advantage of this 
wonderful free resource. Visit the welcome desk in the Family 
Life Center or the Narthex of the Sanctuary and take one of 
these useful resources for yourself, a friend, or neighbor.          

If for some reason you do not find a Care Note for a specific 
need, please contact Rev. Monica Childers for additional 
resources available. 

CCM Grief  Ministry 

The year 2021 was a difficult time for many in our church 
family. In the past year, we experienced numerous losses of 
church members, family and friends of our members, friends 
from Westview and others in our community. The Grief 
Ministry wants to ensure that anyone experiencing a loss is 
supported for as long as needed. Grief does not end with a 
funeral service but continues for a long time. The Ministry 
touches those in grief through cards and calls to offer 
encouragement and a listening ear. Literature giving 
guidance in dealing with grief and help in finding hope is 
mailed and can be found in both the Family Life Center and 
the narthex of the Sanctuary. If a family needs help with 
services or aid in sorting out an estate, there are people 
available who have the expertise to help directly or to be a 
guide to community resources. 

To help everyone be prepared for their own or a family 
member’s future, we offer the An Act of Love: Preparing 
for Your Future Event. It was successful in 2021 and will 
be offered again in 2022 along other learning opportunities. 

The greatest gifts we can give to those in grief are our 
presence and our prayers. St. Luke’s entire congregation are 
members of the Grief Ministry Team simply by putting 
these gifts into action. Give a grieving person a call, pray for 
them daily or sit with them in silent support. What a 
difference this makes to someone whose heart is hurting.  

If you have questions or needs, please contact Pastor Monica 
Childers, Beth Osbahr, or Susan Dickens.  

Saturday, 9:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. & Sunday, 12:00 to 5:00 p.m. 

Gathering Kids        
K-5th Grades 

Join us each Wednesday 
from 6:30-7:30p.m. in 
Room 132.  Come meet         
Jessica, Hunter, Barbara 

and Pat as we learn about what it mean’s to follow Jesus 
in school, at home with friends and wherever we go.  Games, 
storytelling and more…… Bring a friend! 







Joe Westfall, Senior Pastor 

Raymundo Villanueva, Hispanic Pastor 

Monica Childers, Associate Pastor 

Pat McKim,  Director of Children’s Ministry 

Marie Denig, Director of Music & Arts Ministry 

Jessica Stamey, Associate Director of Music &  

Creative Arts 

Lisa Lail. Church Administrator 

Paulette Gregory, Church & Membership Secretary 

Steve Spivey, Hospitality Coordinator 

Cindy Schonewolf, Childcare Coordinator 

Dawn Huffman, Director of Child Development Center 

Garry Hill, Building & Grounds Maintenance 

Greg Knight, Pianist 

Tom Spiggle, Organist 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Tel .(828) 327-9837  Fax: 828-327-4043   web: slumc.org 
Church Office Hours…..Monday thru Thursday, 8:30 am - 5 pm 
                                     CLOSED FRIDAY 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE………Thursday before printing  
Eblast Deadline………………….………..Wednesday, 4 p.m.  
Bulletin Deadline………………..………..Wednesday, 4 p.m. 
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Amy Spivey,  Senior Pastor 

Monica Childers, Associate Pastor 

Raymundo Villanueva, Hispanic Pastor 

Beth Osbahr, Lay Pastor 

Pat McKim,  Director of Children’s Ministry 

Charlie Brown, Director of Youth & College Ministry 

Marie Denig, Director of Music & Arts Ministry 

Jessica Stamey,  Director of Digital Ministry 

Lisa Lail, Church Administrator 

Paulette Gregory, Church & Membership Secretary  

Steve Spivey, Hospitality Coordinator 

Cindy Schonewolf, Childcare Coordinator 

Garry Hill, Building & Grounds Maintenance 

Tom Spiggle, Organist 

 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Phone 828-327-9837      Fax: 828-327-4043       web: slumc.org 

Church Office Hours….. Monday thru Thursday            
9 a.m. till  5 p.m.     Closed Friday 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE………Thursday before printing   
Bulletin/ Eblast Deadline…………...……..Wednesday, 4 p.m.  

 

2022 First Pine Straw Delivery 
Saturday, February 19 will be the first delivery for 2022.  The 
cost is $6.50 per bale with free delivery for 10 or more in the 

Hickory area. For more information, see a member of the                               
United Methodist Men. 


