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WORSHIP                               

April 3, 2022                  
5th Sunday of Lent                           

8:45 a.m. Celebration Worship       
11 a.m. Blended Worship &                                

11 a.m.  Hispanic Service               

April 10, 2022                  
Palm Sunday                                  

8:45 a.m. Celebration Worship       
11 a.m. Blended Service                                

11 a.m.  Hispanic Service 

April 14, 2022                  
HOLY THURSDAY                          

6:30 p.m. Worship with Commun-
ion in the Sanctuary 

APRIL 17, 2022                  
EASTER SUNDAY                      

7 AM SONRISE SERVICE                
on The Point                                 

8:45 a.m. Easter Worship                      
11 a.m.  Easter Service                                

11 a.m.  Hispanic Easter Service                 

April 24, 2022                  
2nd Sunday of Easter                         

8:45 a.m. Celebration Worship       
11 a.m. Blended Worship &                                

11 a.m.  Hispanic Service               

May 1, 2022                  
3rd Sunday of Easter                         

8:45 a.m. Celebration Worship       
11 a.m. Blended Service                                

11 a.m.  Hispanic Service 

May 8, 2022                  
4th Sunday of Easter                         

8:45 a.m. Celebration Worship       
11 a.m. Blended Service                                

11 a.m.  Hispanic Service 

May 15, 2022                  
5th Sunday of Easter                         

8:45 a.m. Celebration Worship       
11 a.m. Blended Service                                

11 a.m.  Hispanic Service  

  (Please note: we leave room for           

the Holy Spirit in above schedule.) 

WNCCUMC strongly  recommends  
wearing of masks at all  indoor ministry                 

activities, including worship. 

    

On March 20, we celebrated St. Luke’s and embarked on a 
new season of ministry as we formally kicked-off the Holy 
Plans for Holy Purpose Capital Campaign. With jubilant 
worship, uplifting music, inspiring testimony, and heart-
warming table fellowship, St. Luke’s was buzzing with joy and 
reveling in God’s grace. It was the culmination of many years 
of faithful planning and effort. And really, it was just a lot of 
fun. 

We received an invitation from Dan Causey and Jeff Kerley to 
support the Holy Plans for Holy Purpose Capital Campaign 
which will fuel ministry through worship and with children. 
My family and I are excited personally to give in support of 
these purposeful plans and look forward to seeing them come alive through            St. Luke’s. 
The Capital Campaign team has asked that campaign pledges be submitted by Sunday, 
April 10. I hope that you will prayerfully consider giving. 

Alongside the Capital Campaign Team, the Visioning Initiative Team is discerning and 
planning next steps for St. Luke’s vision. I invite you to look at this document that Pastor 
Monica and I presented at The Big Event luncheon. (See inside Messenger.) It provides an 
overview of the principles and the process for the Visioning Initiative Team, and it includes 
another invitation for you. The Visioning Initiative Team invites you to learn more about 
the vision and the implementation of our vision on the evening of Sunday, May 1. We 
will share more details in the coming weeks. 

The words of Ephesians 3:14-21 have been on my heart lately. Knowing that this prayer is 
shared with a community of Jesus followers, I can’t help but relate. In my almost three 
months with St. Luke’s, we have already shared many significant experiences, and it 
certainly is an exciting time. There is a movement of the Spirit that is stirring joy and 
expectation and creating momentum in the hope-filled direction of change. I am grateful to 
serve alongside you and want to offer the Ephesians prayer, as we forge ahead in a direction 
that has not yet come into clear focus but is shining brightly on the horizon. 

For this reason, I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and 
on earth takes its name. I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that 
you may be strengthened in your inner being with power through his Spirit, and that Christ 
may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love. I 
pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth 
and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, 
so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. Now to him who by the power at work 
within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, to him 
be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 

Blessings to you as we go together, trusting in God’s power at work in us— Pastor Amy 
 

******************************************************** 

 

Holy Plans for Holy Purpose    April 10 is our target commitment date 
for the Capital Campaign to Revive the Children’s Ministry, Refresh 
our Sanctuary, and Renew our Technology. Please participate with your 
gift or pledge if you have not yet.  Help build the future of St. Luke ’s!  You 
may view the new video message at this link:                                        

https://slumc.org/home/capital -campaign-2022  
 

“Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly 
or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”  2 Corinthians 9:7 

https://slumc.org/home/capital-campaign-2022


Christian Sympathy of the pastors and congregation 
to the families of Chris Kale in the  recent homegoing of his 
grandfather, William Sherrill Davis; to the family of Kevin and 
D’Ann Grell, in the death of their granddaughter, Ava DelRae 
Ford; and to the family of Pastor Mark Vickers of New Hope 
UMC, in his recent homegoing. 

Page 2 

One way that we worship is through our financial gifts.  Obedience is a sign of worship, and when we read 
scripture we are not left wondering whether we should align our finances in order to be able to give to the 

Lord.  He expects us to give an amount proportionate to our income; He watches what we give and He 
rewards our giving.  We can never outgive God! How can you not give to a God that gave His own Son to die 

for your sins? 

Join us for The Gathering  
April 6 Showers May Bring May 
Flowers                                               
Menu: BBQ on Bun  Cole Slaw    Potato Salad   
Baked Beans     Beverages & Desserts  

Dinner begins 5:30 p.m. Studies 
begin 6:30 p.m. 

April 13 / Easter                                                            
Orange Glazed Ham   Mac & Cheese   Asparagus or Green Beans    

Carrots    Rolls   Beverages & Dessert 

April 20 / Earth Day                                                
Chicken Fettuccine Florentine with Alfredo Sauce Green 

Beans    Cooked Apples    Bread Sticks Beverages & Dessert 

April 27 / Celebrate the Child                                        
Chorizo Sausage & Rice Casserole with Black Beans & 
corn served on shredded lettuce     Tortilla Chips & Salsa      

Fruit Salad      Beverages & Dessert  

Daniela - WELCOME TO THE ST. LUKE’S FAMILY! 

The Staff Parish Relations Committee 
would like to welcome our newest 
member of the team,   
 Daniela Chanelo Lopez! 

Daniela joined us this past Sunday,  
March 20 as our new Nursery Ministry 
Lead Teacher working under the 
supervision of Pat McKim, Director of 
Children’s Ministry.  Daniela’s part-time 
role is to provide infant - age 3, childcare during Sunday worship 
services and Wednesday night gatherings. 

Daniela has a B. S. in Psychology from Western Carolina 
University.  She brings to St. Luke’s considerable experience in 
teaching and caring for children in a variety of settings.  She 
served as a Youth Care Worker with Children’s Hope Alliance in 
Bryson City, NC; a Child Protective Services Investigator for  
Davie County DSS in Mocksville, NC; and currently works for 
Enola Head Start as an Early Childhood Educator in Morganton, 
NC. Daniela worked as a Registered Behavior Technician with 
Autism-360 in Hickory. She speaks Spanish fluently. 

We are excited to have Daniela as part of our Children’s 
Ministry Team. When you have the opportunity, please take the 
time to meet and welcome her to St. Luke’s. She is anxious to 
connect with parents and demonstrate her ability to provide a 
nurturing and safe environment for our children.  

BLESSINGS TO YOU DANIELA – CONGRATULATIONS 
ON YOUR NEW ASSIGNMENT! 

Steve Winnell, Chair, Staff Parish Relations Committee  

Join us for a Women’s          
6 week Bible Study,                 
Wednesday’s 10 -11:30 a.m. 
in the Koinonia Class #131 
in the Family Life Center. 
The Study began March 30 
through May 4. Still time! 

Contact Pat McKim for more 
info or to register                          
pmckim@slumc.org. 

New Sunday School Class - The Grace Class  
meets at 9:45 a.m. in Room 306 on the lower level of 
the Administration Building.                                         
Here are the first two (2) studies that were selected:                                            
1)  "24 Hours That Changed The World"                                      
 by Adam Hamilton                                             
2)  "Anxious For Nothing: Finding Calm In A Chaotic 
 World" by Max Lucado                                                                                                          
We would love to have you join us this Sunday!   
 Mack McLeod & David Noyes. 

Thank You! Bob and I would like to express our 
thanks to our wonderful church family for the cards, 
food, visits and especially we covet your prayers for 
continued support. God Bless each of you.                      
Bob & Linda Suggs 

Congratulations!                                         

We celebrate with Dave and Jari Willoughby in the recent birth 

of a great-grandson, Oliver Judah Willoughby;  we celebrate 

with Barbara and Hugh Appling in the birth of a grandson,                 

Teddy Roan Appling.  

Our Very Newest Members! We celebrate 
the birth of Avery Waymaster on March 24, 2022 to Catie 
and Alex Waymaster of Lenoir. Proud grandparents are Bruce 
and Becky Beerbower. 
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Gathering Kids  K-5th Grades 

We meet each Wednesday at 6:30 
p.m. in Room 132 in the Family Life 
Center. Learn what it means to follow 
Jesus by the way we treat each other 
and help those who are in need.  Join 
Hunter, Jessica, Barbara, Pat and 

K-5
th

 graders and Parents/
grandparents! Join us March 
27, April 3 and April 10

th
  as 

we learn about friendship from 
the very best friends that Jesus 
had. Come meet Mary, Mary 
and Lazarus, John, Peter and 
Mary Magdalene.                                                     

Our memory verse is: “You are 
my friends if you do what I 
command.” John 15:14 (NIV) 
 

Children’s Building to Open for all ages Easter 
Sunday!  Please enter through the Sanctuary Hallway 
and through the Balloon Arch. We will have Worship 
Nursery for Infant—3 years at all services and also      
9:45 a.m.   

Pre-School Sunday Morning for 4-5 years at         
9:45 a.m. and K-5

th
 grade will begin together and then 

break into small groups based on age at 9:45 a.m. Bring 
a friend! 

Save the Date!!!  St. Luke’s 
Day Camp, July 11-15 

Age 3 yrs. - 5th Grade. 
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.                      

with extended time for early drop off 
or pick up.  Experience God’s creation on St. Luke’s Campus!    

United Methodist Men Announce “Time  

for Scholarship Applications”                               

Applications for both the Charles M. Snipes Scholarship and the 
Charles M. Snipes Undergraduate/Graduate Scholarship are now 
being accepted at the Church Office (Deadline is April 15). Both 
scholarships are sponsored by St. Luke's United Methodist Men. 

The Charles M. Snipes Scholarship is awarded to graduating high 
school seniors, those who have graduated within the past three (3)
years, or who have earned or will earn their GED by June 30, 2022. 

The Charles M. Snipes Undergraduate/Graduate Scholarship is 
awarded to a member(s) of our congregation who is pursuing higher 
education and is already enrolled in an undergraduate or graduate 
level program. Eligibility for a graduate level scholarship is limited to 
those persons who are pursuing a degree in Christian Education or 
the Ministry. 

The number and value of the scholarships awarded will depend upon 
the amount of money available in the scholarship fund. The 
scholarship (s) will be available for the Fall 2022 academic year.        
Scholarship recipients will be announced Graduation Sunday. 

Applications for both scholarships are available in the Church Office.  

New from United Methodist Women  
The United Methodist 
Women (UMW) have 
changed their name to 
United Women in 
Faith.  This has been 
done to be more 
inclusive of all women.  So even though for business 
purposes the name will continue to be UMW, we 
welcome our new name and identification.  We 
welcome all women in St. Luke’s to our ministry!  
Come check us out! 
 Our April meeting will be April 21 at 7 p.m., 
Conference Room #202, Administration Building. 
We’ll be decorating boxes that will be used for lunch 
boxes for teachers and staff at Viewmont Elementary.   
We will also have a program. Watch the bulletin and 
eblast to find out what we are planning. 
 Come join us all who would like a deeper 
understanding of the plight of the Ukrainians. Join all 
United Women in Faith as we hold the Ukrainians up in 
prayer for safety, strength, and faith.   

32 amazing people shared in a 4 day clean up to organize our 
Children’s Building for a new future!  They moved and hauled and 
made spaces ready. **Thank you for your servant hearts: Mike Dewitt,      
Betty Gast, Bill Roberts, Vera Link, Bruce and Becky Beerbower, 
Beth Osbahr,  Jeff Eyre, Don Margarita, David and Karen Bost, 
Rebecca Wright, Monica Childers, Deda Helms, Ginger Starnes, 
Rose Arant, Judy Cain, Kelly Boone, T Edwards, Charlie Jones, 
Jennifer Garlow, Sylvia  Trimble, Kimberly Moore, Kevin Grell, 
Josh, Jessica and Peter Stamey, Tiffany Canady, Jill Docherty, 
Andrew Straw and Zach from the Boys and Girls Club. Items we           
were unable to use were donated to Hospice, Resource  Warehouse, 
Salvation Army, Exodus Ministries, First UMC and Viewmont 
Elementary.  **Please forgive me if I left your name off.                           

Thank you! Pat McKim  

Greater Hickory Ministerial Alliance & Hickory Area            
Ministers Annual “Lent at Lunch.” It begins at 
noon each Wednesday and last for about 30 minutes.          

A light lunch provided donations accepted.  The service 
will be at  St. Andrews Lutheran Church at  629 8th Street NE,   

April 6—Rev. David E. Roberts II, Sr. Pastor Morning Star                
First Baptist Church 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/15-14.html


St. Luke’s Missions Alive - 2022 

You may be aware that The United Methodist Church (UMC) has been navigating a 
process of discernment in the past several years to determine a way forward for the 
United Methodist denomination and for churches wanting to separate from the UMC. 
This process is carried out by General Conference, a global, representative body, who 
typically meets every four years. St. Luke’s is represented through the Western NC 
Conference (WNCC) by a delegation of laity and clergy who are part of General 
Conference. 

Late last week, the UMC announced that the in-person gathering of General Conference 
has been postponed and, therefore, will not happen until 2024. You may read more about this decision here. https://
www.umc.org/en/content/general-conference-further-postponed-to-2024 In response to this decision, Bishop Ken Carter, our 
bishop for the WNCC and for the FL Conference, shared this statement which you may read here. https://www.wnccumc.org/
detail/bishop-carter-pastoral-response-to-the-general-conference-announcement-16384698 The UMC announcement about 
postponement of General Conference also prompted confirmation of the official, May 1st launch of the Global Methodist Church. 
This new denomination will begin the process of connecting churches who wish to disaffiliate with The United Methodist 
Church. 

What does the postponement of General Conference mean for St. Luke’s? At this time, simply stated, it means that we continue 
our shared ministry through St. Luke’s and in Hickory and anticipate how God will use us to carry out our ministry in new ways 
with new people as a new vision unfolds. While inevitable change is on the horizon for the wider denomination of the UMC, I 
remain faithful in my ordination and calling with the UMC to make and nurture disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation 
of the world. I am deeply committed and excited to serve alongside you in this season. We can trust that our God of resurrection 
and new life will guide St. Luke’s with hope and expectation, and I look forward to going with you on this hope-filled journey. If 
you would like personally to share further conversation, I would be glad to hear from you. Feel free to email me at 
amy@slumc.org.  

Peace in Christ, Pastor Amy 

FAQ: The crisis in Ukraine  

FAQ: The crisis in Ukraine - Global Ministries (umcmission.org) Global 
Ministries offers an 8-question guide to the history of Methodism 
in Ukraine, how UMCOR is responding, and the best ways for 
you to help now. 

United Methodists and others wishing to provide humanitarian assistance 
to the Ukrainian people in the wake  of the Russian invasion of their coun-
try may contribute to UMCOR International Disaster Response and 
Recovery. This fund will provide direct assistance to those in Ukraine as 
well as assistance to Ukrainians fleeing to neighboring countries. You may 
donate through a gift to St. Luke’s, and note that the gift is for 
Ukraine.  Because of our apportionment dollars  at work, 100% of all do-

nations go to the designated cause. 

March 21, 2022, Administrative Council Bullet Points  

The Finance Team reported that February ended with an actual income of 
$131,290.74 and expenses of $162,429.22. To date with careful budgeting by 
staff, there is a deficiet of $31,138. St. Luke’s holds a current value of 
$18,895,785.50 in assets which include cash, savings and investments, and 

buildings, land, and equipment.  

The Administrative Council approved a motion from the Trustees that 

masks are now optional.  

The Trustees reported that it has been determined there is no urgent need 
to replace the Sanctuary roof as previously reported. However, the 

Administrative Building roof must be replaced, and bids are being received. 

The Capital Campaign team reported that the current campaign cash 
donation total is $219,615. Pledge totals will be compiled and reported after 

April 10. 

The Staff Parish Team announced the hiring of Daniela Chanelo Lopez 

who will be working in the nursery on Sundays and Wednesday nights. 

Reports from Administrative Council teams included the following:  

 A community wide Easter Egg Hunt will occur on April 9 at The Point 

 and playground.  

 A nursery and classes for preschool and elementary children will be 

 open in the Children’s Buildingbeginning Easter Sunday. 

 A summer day camp will be held on the church campus July 11-15 

 for third through fifth graders. The camp is from 9: am until 4 pm. 

 The Hispanic congregation will hold a Children’s Day on April 27 on 

 the Church Campus. 

 A new Sunday School class, the Grace Class, is meeting on the 
 ground level of the Administrative Building in Room 306.  Rev. David 
 Noyes along with Mack McLeod is leading the class and all ages are 

 welcome. 

Contact the Church Office to receive the complete Administrative Council 

Meeting Minutes. 
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SAFE SANCTUARY TRAINING 

Two ways for your convenience, Monday, April 4 by 
ZOOM, 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Register with Lisa for ZOOM 
link.  

Wednesday, April 6, 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. in person,           
Conference Room #202.  Again please register with Lisa 
at lisa@slumc.org or for more info call 828-327-9837. 

https://www.umc.org/en/content/general-conference-further-postponed-to-2024
https://www.umc.org/en/content/general-conference-further-postponed-to-2024
https://www.wnccumc.org/detail/bishop-carter-pastoral-response-to-the-general-conference-announcement-16384698
https://www.wnccumc.org/detail/bishop-carter-pastoral-response-to-the-general-conference-announcement-16384698
mailto:amy@slumc.org
https://umcmission.org/umcor/faq-the-crisis-in-ukraine/


New Guest Connection Goes Live April 3  

Did you know that St. Luke’s averages 8 guests a month in worship? When we think of new people 

coming to the church, the question that most commonly comes to our mind is “Are they coming back?” 

As the leadership has pondered this very question, we have possessed a greater question, “What can 

we do to retain our guests and further invite them into the community?”  

Our goal in meeting new people is helping them find and follow Christ. To accomplish this goal, we are implementing 

a new process using the Text in Church system that will allow us to help connect with guests through: A Plan a Visit 

link on our website where we are able to connect with guests before they even arrive; Digital Connection Card 

where guests will text the word “Welcome” to 828-373-3349 in worship; A paper Connection Card in the pew or QR 

Code guests can scan from the bulletin; signs and at our welcome desk. Once they connect using one of the 

Connection Card options, they will be invited to go to the Welcome Desk to receive a free gift from the Church. The 

new Welcome Desk located in the Lobby of the Family Life Center and the Sanctuary, will allow a central point for 

guests to get more information about the Church, pick up a free gift, or get assistance with any needs. 

This new process will allow us to gather information on our guests and put them into an automatic follow-up process 

which will include emails, texts, and personal connection over a 5 week period. We want to reach our goal by 

connecting with every guest in an intentional way. Our hope is that we build a culture of connection and family where 

every guest is not only greeted as they walk through the door but are engaged in conversation by others in worship. 

As we roll out this new process, you can help us connect by getting to know people's names, find out a piece of their 

story, and watch and listen to those around you. You might be surprised who you might meet or get to know. 

Ushers, Greeters, Security & Parking Lot and Altar Guild Training,  

Sunday, April 3   Lunch offered from 12:00 noon until 12:30 p.m. 

in the Family Life Center. 

Training will follow from 12:30 until 2:30 p.m.    

12 New Congregational Care Ministers 

On March 5 and 6, St. Luke’s Congregational Care Ministry held a training 

where twelve new participants gathered to learn the theology of care and 

examples of how the Holy Spirit empowers us through our own life story to care 

for others. Because Christ cares for us, we are able to embody a Christ Like 

nature to extend care to others. We are excited for these twelve individuals and look forward to commissioning 

them into service on Sunday, April 3 in the 8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. worship service.                                          

Come celebrate our new Congregational Care Ministers. 

WNCC Celebrate Women’s History Month—Rev. Dr. Dolores Barus Queen                                                                                 

During 1989 Annual Conference, Bishop L. Bevel Jones, III stated that in 1990 he would appoint the first female 

District Superintendent in the history of the Western North Carolina Conference. That promise 

was fulfilled when he appoint Rev. Dr. Dolores Queen as District Superintendent of the 

Salisbury District at Annual Conference in 1990. Dolores responded to God’s call of ministry 

as a 2nd career and received her B.A. from Lenoir Rhyne in 1979 and her M. Div. from Duke 

Divinity School in 1984, and her D.D. from High Point University in 1994.  Prior to seeking 

ordination in the United Methodist Church, she served under Rev. June Green as Associate 

at 1st UMC, Lenoir. Ordained as a Deacon in 1983 and as and Elder in 1986, Dolores served 

Mt. Hebron 1983-87, Lawndale–Double Shoals, 1987-90, Salisbury District Superintendent, 

1990-96, Aldersgate in Shelby, 1996-2001, and retired in 2001 but served as pastor at Mt. 

Hermon, Caldwell County, 2002-03. In 1992, she served at the first clergywoman to head the WNC Conference 

Clergy delegation to General Conference. She would serve again in 1996 and at the SEJ Conference in 2000. She 

has served as a member of General Council on Ministries 1992-96 and as a member of the Board of Ordained 

Ministry, 1988-90 and 1996-2000. 
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What principles guide the vision planning process? 
 

 Gain perspective before planning 
 Understand current and emerging truth about the church 
 Engage through facilitation 
 Develop the plan as a team—“We is better than me.” 
 Create focus that drives momentum 
 Build action plans—“Plans die without action.” 
 Lead through incremental change 

 

What is included in the visioning initiative process? 
 

Form a visioning team—Bring together 14 people representing varying adult age groups who have a deep 
commitment to Jesus, to St. Luke’s, and to the visioning process and were willing and able to dedicate 18 in-person 
hours to the facilitated process 
 
Complete a church health assessment—Provide facilitator with comprehensive data about St. Luke’s, which is 
assessed and presented by the facilitator and then reviewed collectively by the visioning initiative team—what 
emerged from the health assessment—St. Luke’s is in a maintenance season, meaning that systems are sustained but 
growth has slowed, but that St. Luke’s has great potential, passionate leadership, and generous giving 
 
Create a St. Luke’s storyline—Narrate St. Luke’s story by charting 20 years of history, noticing significant events 
and remembering where we have come from and how we got here—over the past 15 years, St. Luke’s has 
experienced decline (from an average of 700 to 250 people in worship) 
 
Review a “secret shopper” assessment—Receive feedback and perspective from the facilitator after a Sunday 
guest visit—friendly atmosphere with a facility that has good curb appeal and high visibility 
 
Gather demographic information (Mission Insight)—Evaluate demographic report and data presented by the 
facilitator (based on a 20-minute radius around the St. Luke’s church facility)—median age is 35-45 years old/37% 
with young kids—Hickory is growing and is the 149th largest metropolitan area in the US (behind Ann Arbor, MI) 
 

Implementation and Vision 
Knowing that Hickory is growing while St. Luke’s is declining, the visioning team is developing a plan which will be 
initiated within the first 90 days and assessed before the end of that 90-day period. This accountability will be 
essential in guiding and motivating St. Luke’s and will continue every 90 days throughout the course of a year. 

The visioning initiative team has identified a vision  
with laser focus on helping people find and follow Jesus. 

 
 

Celebrate St. Luke’s vision with an introduction night on Sunday, May 1. 
Come and learn more about the vision and the plan. Stay tuned for more details. 

 

—The St. Luke’s Vision Team: Donnisha Battle, Rob Bell, Charlie Brown, Monica Childers, 
Mike DeWitt, Donna Ferber, Jennifer Garlow, Jean Gay, Jessica Henley, 

Beth Osbahr, Erin Roberts, George Snow, Amy Spivey, and Gary Stafford 
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Leaning into our vision, one of the Action Teams has researched “What would bring people to a life of faith? What 

would it take to draw them into community at St. Luke’s?”  Based on research the found that millennials answered 

these questions by stating they are looking for a community that: Seeks authentic change; a place that is 

judgment free (Matt 7:1-4); meets people where they are; loves all people (James 2:1); offers relevant 

teaching; desires to connect to young people; and provides community outreach. These responses were not 

surprises yet, they offer us a new perspective of how we can engage, connect, and journey with people in our 

community. 

Currently, if you ask an unchurched person in the community where St. Luke’s United Methodist is they typically do 

not have a clue. If we offer directions or an address it is as if a light bulb goes off and they reply with: “Oh yeah, the 

Pumpkin Church”, “The Church on the corner”, “The Church that helps 

people”, or “The Church with the music program”.  Times have changed 

and people who did not grow up in a life of faith do not connect to the 

same traditions of old; instead, they are tied to places of connections 

and relationships that have impacted their life. St. Luke’s wants to be a 

connection point for all people, not only here on campus but in the 

workplace, schools, homes, and community. To help people find and 

follow Jesus means going out and finding where He is already at work 

and be that point of connection to others.  With that being said, we are 

leaning into using a new simple image in the church that reminds us 

that we are called to “Go out and make disciples of Jesus Christ” and also 

be a place where people can discover Jesus. As we roll out this image to 

market our vision in the coming months, I invite you to lean in to where 

God is leading us here at St. Luke’s because our journey begins now  
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Netflix For the Church 

We have a wonderful curriculum resource through Amplify Media which is like Netflix for the church. Leaders are 
able to pull any study published from Methodist Publishing House and each church member is able to create an 
account and enjoy documentaries, listen to webinars, enjoy children’s programs and learn more in all areas.  

To Set up an Amplify Media account to view studies, videos and other resources visit: https://my.amplifymedia.com/
stlukesumchickorync 

When it asks for your code, enter this: GPTHLZ 

Create your log in information, then explore! Let us know if you have any questions.  Go to You Tube to view 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=h-J1qa0pJJY&t=26s. 

¡Ayúdanos! 
Spanish speaking Volunteers Needed! 

Do you speak Spanish and 
want to help you local 
community? GHCCM 
needs volunteers to help us 
communicate better with 
our Spanish-speaking 
neighbors! Call Bonita Ferretti, Volunteer 
Coordinator GHCCM at 828-327-9070 or go 
to outreach@ccmhickory.org. 

ROAD  
TO  

CALVARY  
An Easter  

Experience 
 

at Grace Chapel UMC Walking Park  
(Bring a lawn chair.) 

 
Sunday, April 10 at 7:00 p.m. 

See, hear and feel the powerful story of the  
Resurrection brought to life. This is an experience 

for the whole family! 

https://my.amplifymedia.com/stlukesumchickorync
https://my.amplifymedia.com/stlukesumchickorync
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Joe Westfall, Senior Pastor 

Raymundo Villanueva, Hispanic Pastor 

Monica Childers, Associate Pastor 

Pat McKim,  Director of Children’s Ministry 

Marie Denig, Director of Music & Arts Ministry 

Jessica Stamey, Associate Director of Music &  

Creative Arts 

Lisa Lail. Church Administrator 

Paulette Gregory, Church & Membership Secretary 

Steve Spivey, Hospitality Coordinator 

Cindy Schonewolf, Childcare Coordinator 

Dawn Huffman, Director of Child Development Center 

Garry Hill, Building & Grounds Maintenance 

Greg Knight, Pianist 

Tom Spiggle, Organist 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Tel .(828) 327-9837  Fax: 828-327-4043   web: slumc.org 
Church Office Hours…..Monday thru Thursday, 8:30 am - 5 pm 
                                     CLOSED FRIDAY 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE………Thursday before printing  
Eblast Deadline………………….………..Wednesday, 4 p.m.  
Bulletin Deadline………………..………..Wednesday, 4 p.m. 

Joe Westfall, Senior Pastor 

Raymundo Villanueva, Hispanic Pastor 

Monica Childers, Associate Pastor 

Pat McKim,  Director of Children’s Ministry 

Marie Denig, Director of Music & Arts Ministry 

Jessica Stamey, Associate Director of Music & Creative Arts 

Lisa Lail, Church Administrator 

Paulette Gregory, Church & Membership Secretary 

Steve Spivey, Hospitality Coordinator 

Cindy Schonewolf, Childcare Coordinator 

Dawn Huffman, Director of Child Development Center 

Garry Hill, Building & Grounds Maintenance 

Greg Knight, Pianist 

Tom Spiggle, Organist 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Tel .(828) 327-9837  Fax: 828-327-4043   web: slumc.org 
Church Office Hours…..Monday thru Thursday, 8:30 am - 5 pm 
                                     CLOSED FRIDAY 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE………Thursday before printing  
Eblast Deadline………………….………..Wednesday, 4 p.m.  
Bulletin Deadline………………..………..Wednesday, 4 p.m. 

Amy Spivey,  Senior Pastor 

Monica Childers, Associate Pastor 

Raymundo Villanueva, Hispanic Pastor 

Beth Osbahr, Lay Pastor 

Pat McKim,  Director of Children’s Ministry 

Charlie Brown, Director of Youth & College Ministry 

Marie Denig, Director of Music & Arts Ministry 

Jessica Stamey,  Director of Digital Ministry 

Lisa Lail, Church Administrator 

Paulette Gregory, Church & Membership Secretary  

Steve Spivey, Hospitality Coordinator 

Daniela Chanelo Lopez, Nursery Ministry Lead Teacher  

Garry Hill, Building & Grounds Maintenance 

Tom Spiggle, Organist 

 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Phone 828-327-9837      Fax: 828-327-4043        
web: slumc.org 

Church Office Hours….. Monday thru Thursday            
9 a.m. till  5 p.m.     Closed Friday 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE…Thursday before Monday printing  

 Bulletin/ Eblast Deadline…………...……..Wednesday, 1 p.m.  

 

Sunday, April 10, PALM SUNDAY                                                         
8:45 a.m. Worship, 11 a.m. Worship & 11 a.m. Hispanic Worship 

Thursday, April 14, HOLY THURSDAY 6:30 p.m.                             
with Communion in the Sanctuary 

Sunday, April 17, EASTER SUNDAY CELEBRATIONS 

SONRISE SERVICE, 7:00 a.m. on The Point                    
followed by breakfast provided by the United Methodist Men                                   

in the Fellowship Hall  

8:45 a.m. Early EASTER WORSHIP in Fellowship Hall 

11 a.m. Blended EASTER WORSHIP in Sanctuary  

11 a.m. Hispanic EASTER WORSHIP in Chapel 


