
ThroughouT iTs hisTory, 
the Church has baptized us into the world 
and buried us on our way out.  As church 
cemeteries filled up and as vacant land 
everywhere became more expensive, 
churches largely abandoned the 
accustomed role of providing a place 
for burial.

Commercial cemetaries began to fill this 
void and soon even the sacrament of 
burial began to be conducted in funeral 
parlors, totally removed from the context 
of the church.

As burial of the dead became more and 
more commercialized, it also became 
more and more expensive until it was in 
danger of losing its religious meaning.

Concerned with the fulfillment of the 
church’s ministry to its members at the 
time of death, St. Luke’s UMC, aligned with 
The Terrace Columbarium, now offers the 
option of a Memorial Garden beside the 
Family Life Center where members and 
their families may place or scatter the
ashes of their loved ones.

This practice of burial is consistent with 
our understanding of the Christian faith, 
and the beauty and serenity of The Gar-
den will be a proclamation of our faith in 
the resurrection of the dead.

The Garden will serve as a place of rest, 
meditation and prayer and expresses 
the ideal of Christian burial the Church-
upholds.

The Garden
A MeMoriAl
AT sT. luke’s

The Memorial Garden Committee
began researching and planning during 
the late summer of 2018 to establish a 
place of beauty and serenity sacred to the 
memory of loved ones.  It was our Goal 
to create a place of rest, meditation and 
prayer available for the families of SLUMC 
to memorialize loved ones by interment 
or scatter of human ash remains.  Based 
on meetings with the Pastor, Church 
members and visits to existing Memorial 
Gardens at other churches, plans for this 
project have now been approved by the 
Board of Trustees, The Finance Commit-
tee and the Administrative Board and now 
ready for initial marketing activity.  

This Phase will include an offering of 73 
burial niches and 120 Memorial Plaques 
for the Wall and will begin on a first come 
first serve basis.  Initially, we will offer 20 
Niches in order to begin construction of 
The Garden.   We anticipate completion in 
the latter part of 2020.

This is an important ministry for St. Luke’s 
which has been designed to provide for 
present and future needs of our Church.   
In The Garden, families may entrust their 
loved ones to the care of the Church, 
with the assurance that their remains are 
secure and protected  in a reverent and 
enduring setting.
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A complete package of information
containing guidelines, rules and regulations, 

as well as application forms, is available upon 
request from the church office.

Mail To:

St. Luke’s Methodist Church
52 16th St. NW

Hickory, NC 28601
Attn: Beverly Ballard or Lisa Lail

I am interested in learning more about
The Memorial Garden

Name:________________________________

Phone:_______________________________

Email:________________________________

Please remove this and mail to Church Office 
or place in the Offering Plate during service.

Description and Pricing

Burial Niche and Marker
12” x 12” marker –  Blue Granite

6” x 9”  Bronze Plaque

Pricing                   $1,500.00

Wall Memorial for Scattering 
6” x 9” inches  Bronze Plaque

Pricing                           $800.00

St. Luke’s 
United Methodist Church
Hickory, North Carolina



eligiBiliTy
Applications for site reservation for 
the burial of human ash remains or 
the scatter of human ash remains in 
THE GARDEN may be made by (for) 
current SLUMC members, as well as 
by (for) former members of SLUMC, 
their spouses and family members, 
which may include children and 
step-children, parents and step-
parents.  Current and former pastors 
of the church and their family mem-
bers are also eligible.

DETAILS
Pricing include one niche and 
installation of standard blue granite 
12” x 12” x 4” marker with a 6” x 9” 
bronze plaque inscribed with Name, 
Date of Birth, and Date of Death; as 
well as burial and maintenance of 
THE GARDEN.  A 2” x 2” Etching de-
sign can be added to the plaque for 
an additional fee.  

Urns and costs of cremation and
other funeral services are not 
included in fees paid to the church.  
The service arrangements must be 
made separately.

The Garden
will be along the West side of the 
Family Life Center and will allow 
ease of access for families holding 
a memorial service in the Sanctuary.  
The landscaping and benches will 
provide a quite area for visitation 
and meditation.

Q – Who accepts or declines and controls the 
applications?
A – SLUMC Board of Trustees
Q – How am I assigned a plot after I complete 
the registration and pay the fees?
A – Plots are chosen on a First Come First 
Serve Basis.  The Church office will keep a list 
of the plots and after fees are paid and regis-
tration is completed, the purchaser can pick 
any available plot(s).  These will then be as-
signed to the purchaser.
Q – What does my fee of $1,500 for a plot 
include?
A – The fee covers the choice of available plot; 
a 6x9 Bronze plaque with the Name, Date of 
Birth, Date of Death of the deceased; a 12x12x4 
piece of Blue Granite that the Plaque will attach 
to; installation of the Marker; Plot preparation 
and burial; and perpetual upkeep.
Q – What else is my responsibility to pay for a 
plot?
A – In addition to the one-time fee above, the 
family (purchaser) is responsible for all funer-
al costs including cremation; the Urn or other 
container for the human cremains, as well as 
any additional etching that is desired/approved 
on the Plaque other than mentioned above.
Q – What does my fee for the Memorial Wall 
plaque of $800 include?
A – The fee covers a 6x9 Bronze plaque with 
the Name, Date of Birth, Date of Death of the 
deceased; installation of the plaque on the 
Wall; perpetual upkeep of the plaque/wall and 
surrounding area; as well as choice of any scat-
tering of human cremains.
Q – What else is my responsibility for scatter 
and/or installation of a Memorial plaque?
A – In addition to the one-time fee above, the 
family (purchaser) is responsible for all funeral 
costs including cremation; as well as any ad-
ditional etching on the Plaque that is desired/
approved.

Q – Who can conduct any ceremony prior to 
burial?
A – Any ordained minister can conduct the 
ceremony.  Any exceptions must be approved 
by the Pastor of SLUMC.
Q – Can I put flowers or other ornamentations 
on the Marker?
A – Flowers are allowed for 3 days after bur-
ial.  No other ornamentation or flags are al-
lowed without the permission of the Board of 
Trustees.  Trees, Shrubbery, Benches, or other 
monuments can be donated for use in The 
Garden in memory or honor of a loved one 
with the permission of the Board of Trustees.
Q – Can I sell, will or transfer my plot after 
date of purchase?
A - Plots cannot be sold, transferred or re-
turned after final purchase without the express 
permission of the Board of Trustees.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q – What constitutes my ownership of a plot?
A – The purchaser must read the Guidelines, 
initial each page, sign the Guidelines, have the 
Board of Trustees sign the Guidelines; read 
and sign the applicable Agreement; pay the 
appropriate fees and choose the numbered 
plot.  Records will be kept in the SLUMC office.
 

DONATIONS ARE WELCOME IN THE 
MEMORY / HONOR OF A LOVED ONE

 TO THE SLUMC MEMORIAL GARDEN FUND.  
CONTACT CHURCH OFFICE, BOARD OF 

TRUSTEES, OR COMMITTEE MEMBER.

All funds are reimbursable if The Garden 
is not completed.


