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“God,.
what do You
want to do

 through me?”

In the opening words the Apostle Paul shares in his letter to the Church at Philippi you will find these 
words, “I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy 
because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, being confident of this, that he 
who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” These words 
pretty much sum up my feelings for you. Since our arrival, Tina and I have been blessed and amazed 
by your genuine love, warmth, and faithfulness to the Gospel. There is something special about Sierra 
Vista United Methodist Church.

These last eight years have gone by so quickly that it is difficult to fully comprehend all that God has 
accomplished in and through our time together. Not long after I arrived in 2015, we began to consider 
the future vision God had for SVUMC, and in 2018, we boldly stepped out in faith with an extensive 
expansion and renovation of our campus that would provide needed space to better serve our 
children, get to know our neighbors, and grow our connections with God and each other. Who could 
have imagined that a global pandemic was just around the corner? But even so, your understanding 
of who you are and your desire to allow God’s love to impact our world provided the way for God’s 
vision to become a reality.

As I said before, there is something special about Sierra Vista United Methodist Church, and Tina and 
I have been blessed to share these last eight years in ministry with you. As we consider my upcoming 
retirement, one of our greatest hopes and desires is to finish well. It is almost impossible to look back 
at this church’s history and not be excited for God’s plan for its future. Deep in the DNA of Sierra 
Vista’s makeup is the need and ability to touch lives by allowing God’s love and power to impact and 
transform the lives and situations of all we encounter, and that reality will be never more important 
than it is in our time.

As we began our church’s expansion and renovation, we knew that the size and scope of the project 
would require a two-step plan. In 2018, your generosity and faithfulness allowed us to greatly reduce 
the cost of the project, and our hopes through this debt reduction campaign will be to reduce our 
debt by one-half or more freeing up the funds which will allow us to focus more fully on ministry 
rather than mortgage. With each dollar of debt we eliminate, we provide the space for God to reach 
a child… fill a belly… or touch a life. It is just who we are. That was at the foundation of this church’s 
birth; it is who we are today; and it is who God calls us to be in our future. We are Sierra Vista. 

As I think and reflect on the many encounters, conversations, and accomplishments we have shared, 
there can be little doubt as to God’s presence and plan for this church. I hope that 
you will join me in opening the way for this church to continue to live into who we 
are by asking, “God, what do You want to do through me?” The journey from there 
will be different for each of us, but together, God’s love and God’s desire for Sierra 
Vista will continue “the good work” that we shared on to completion. 

Thanks be to God.

In Him, 
Pastor Stan

“God, what do You want to do through me?”
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community
Sierra Vista UMC has a rich tradition of Christian fellowship and service among our congregation 
and in the greater San Angelo community. As long-time church members, we have experienced 
life in and through the various people, programs, and opportunities that make Sierra Vista what it 
is today. The founding members created a strong foundation of Christian love that has provided a 
caring, supportive environment where we’ve raised our families, made life-long friends, celebrated 
accomplishments, grieved our losses, and worshiped together in this place we call our “church home.”

Thanking God for the blessings of the past, we continue to move forward as we embark on a debt 
reduction campaign. We are excited and committed to support this campaign since debt reduction 
ultimately provides additional resources for Sierra Vista UMC to meet the needs of our church 
family, our community, and our larger world – basic needs of food, clothing, and shelter, as well as 
needs of the heart through an understanding of God’s amazing love for each and every one of us.

God has given us the greatest sacrifice — his only Son. In doing so, he left us with a true example 
of what it means to give. He asks us to sacrifice as an act of worship before Him. And, when we 
obey, He will bless us. 2 Corinthians 9:6-8 says, “The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also 
reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each one must give as 
he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 
And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all 
times, you may abound in every good work.” This is our opportunity to demonstrate stewardship 
in a tangible way so that others may encounter Jesus through the ministries of Sierra Vista UMC.

Past, present, and future. Our past was established by a faithful body of believers. Our present 
provides consistent love and support for members and beyond. Our future depends on each of 
us as we consider the path forward and the legacy we want to leave for generations of Christians 
to come — a future that exemplifies Matthew 5:14, “You are the light of the world. A city on a hill 
cannot be hidden.” Please join us as we prayerfully consider how we can glorify God through our 
generous gifts and be a light that can’t be hidden.

Blessings,

David and LuAnn Lupton
Steve and Sue Van Hoozer

We Are Community

Sierra Vista UMC has roots back to the Methodist Protestant Church in 1904. While 
the church’s name didn’t become Sierra Vista United Methodist Church until 1975, the 
congregation’s desire to seek, connect, and interact with its neighbors and community 
has held true for over a century. 

In 2025, Sierra Vista turns 50. In those past (almost) 50 years,

➤   We have supported over 50 different ministries, both within the walls of the church 
and the community of San Angelo, reaching out and being the hands and feet of 
Jesus through mission work and fundraising.

➤   We have provided the community a place to enjoy special times in their family, 
hosting events such as the Harvest Festival, Pumpkin Patch, and Neighborhood Block 
Parties, as well as drawing others to Christ through our Living Nativity, Women’s 
Advent Service, and other special services throughout the years.

➤   We have opened our doors and provided a space to host outreach ministries, such 
as scout troops, senior adult ministries, concerts, expansive Easter and Christmas 
services, and our Sierra Vista CDC.

As we approach this hallmark anniversary, our presence in our community will only 
grow as we seek to help each other build and grow in our relationship with Christ.

54



compassioncommitment We Are Compassion

At the heart of Sierra Vista UMC, there has always been a need and desire to touch and 
transform lives as we share the Gospel and promise of Jesus Christ. 

Jesus himself was motivated wholly by compassion – compassion for the sick; compassion 
for the outcast; compassion for the children. He lived his life leading by example how 
to love others fully, regardless of their race, gender, or position in society.

As Sierra Vista moves into the future, we move working to be the hands and feet of 
Jesus, and demonstrating compassion to each other and our surrounding community 
through our words and our actions.

Praise be to the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the Father of compassion 
and the God of all comfort, 

who comforts us in all our troubles, 
so that we can comfort those 

in any trouble with the comfort 
we ourselves receive from God. 

2 Corinthians 1:3-4

We Are Commitment

Sierra Vista UMC thrives on being a mission-driven church. We work to serve our 
community, have compassion for others, and connect with those in our city, region 
and state. Most importantly, we make a commitment, both individually and to each 
other, to see the mission of the church through. 

In 2018, we began an extensive expansion and renovation of our campus that would 
provide needed space to better serve our children, get to know our neighbors, and 
grow our connections with God and each other. In doing so, we made a commitment 
that in four years, we would again come together to work to reduce the debt accrued 
to accomplish this project.

The original project cost us $7.6 million. Thanks to funds previously raised through 
the first Capital Campaign 2019-2021, our loan was for much less. At present, we 
have a debt of $3,659,351. The recent financing on the debt has been interest only, 
but beginning in 2026, we are scheduled to move to principal plus interest. By then, 
we would like to have the principal as low as possible, which will greatly reduce the 
payments that will be made from the budget.

If we raise $2 million, our debt 
will be reduced to $1.65 million.

If we raise $2.5 million, our debt 
will be reduced to $1.15 million.

       We Are Sierra Vista Debt Reduction At A Glance

➤   Original Project Cost:   $7.6 million

➤   Paid Off 2018-2022:   $3.94 million

➤   Remaining Principal as of Jan. 2023:   $3.65 million

➤   Current Yearly Interest:   $155,000

➤   Yearly Principal Required:   $160,000*
         * To commence if the principal balance is not reduced.
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connectionWe Are Connection

At Sierra Vista, we thrive on connection.

Connection with each other;

Connection with our inner self;

Connection with the community;
and most importantly,

Connection with God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit.

Our mission is to grow a community that reflects Christ through love, faith, and service. 
We have ministries for all ages, allowing anyone and everyone to plug into our church 
family and grow in their faith. 

We continue to set our church in a position to be more welcoming and connectional 
with guests and the congregation. Our newest facilities provide ample opportunities 
for gatherings, allowing us to reach new heights with our ministry and create areas 
(both physical and spiritual) that will allow us to share the Good News of Jesus Christ 
as we minister to the current needs around us.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
1.  Why are we having this campaign now?

To more effectively serve our community and our congregation, Sierra Vista UMC expanded and renovated 
strategic parts of its campus in 2020. The cost of these projects was $7.6 million and the remaining debt as 
of now is $3.7 million.

Beginning in 2026, we will be moving from “interest only” financing to paying principal and interest. 
Without any further capital fundraising, annual debt service will increase by $160,000 per year EVERY year 
beginning in 2026. Reducing our debt by more than half over the next three years will not only prevent us 
from having to reduce funding for ministry. It will position us well for the future and help us invest more 
in ministry and less in mortgage. The feasibility study conducted last fall indicated overwhelming support 
for moving forward with this vision of growing ministry and responsibly reducing and managing long-
term debt. And the time to do this is now.

2.  What is our fundraising goal for We Are Sierra Vista?

The goals for We Are Sierra Vista will be announced on Sunday, February 26. The initial campaign vision 
statement distributed last fall communicated that the hoped-for fundraising benchmark is $2 million or 
more over a three-year period. This would cut the current debt of $3.7 million by more than half. For We Are 
Sierra Vista, the more funds raised, the greater the impact this campaign will have on the future ministry 
and mission of the church.

3.  How will my financial contributions to support the vision of We Are Sierra Vista be stewarded?

One hundred percent of every dollar given in support of the We Are Sierra Vista campaign will be applied 
to the reduction of the principal balance of the debt. The annual fund will continue to cover the interest 
portion of the loan payments..

4.  How long is the contribution period for We Are Sierra Vista? When does it begin?

The contribution period for We Are Sierra Vista begins on Announcement Sunday, April 2. This also begins 
the month-long First Fruit Offering season, during which all who have made a three-year commitment will 
be invited to make a first-portion gift in the month of April.

5.  Can’t we just absorb the existing debt payments into the annual fund (operating budget)?

No. Not doing anything now to reduce the long-term debt will result in an annual $160,000 increase in debt 
service three years from now in 2026.

6.  What are you inviting me to do in response to the We Are Sierra Vista campaign vision?

We believe that generosity doesn’t call for equal gifts, but equal sacrifice. A small gift numerically for one 
person might be a very large gift for another. That’s why we are simply inviting every household in our 
church to be a part of this season of prayerful discernment, praying a simple prayer, “God, what do You want 
to do through me?” We believe that God will lead us in determining our respective parts in the We Are Sierra 
Vista campaign. God may inspire you to give a gift that surprises even you. God may ask you to give nothing 
at all. In short, we trust God and we invite you to trust God during this season of prayerful discernment.

98



Campaign Leadership Team

Co-Chairs
David and LuAnn Lupton
Steve and Sue Van Hoozer

Donnie Bowers
Doug Chitsey
Jan Chitsey
Daniel Counts
Jennifer Counts
Kelly Duke
Francine Gilbert
Gary Gilbert
Bobbie Jo Griffith
Lonnie Griffith Jr.
Jennifer Hedges
Fred Key
Danna Mantooth
Rick Mantooth
Brad McIver
Tracy McIver
Kim Meyer
Mike Meyer

Brittney Miller
Joe Mims
Libby Mims
Kelly D. Moore
Laure Moore
Doug Schultz
Susan Schultz
Tamara Strehli-Hubert
Jimmy Sikes
Judy Sikes
Mary Gail Stinnett
Randy (Tank) Tankersley
Stephanie Tankersley
Frank Tipton
Sherri Tipton
David White
Mary Anne White
Stan Whites
Ben Woodward
Gwen Woodward
Madison Woehl
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Sierra Vista United Methodist Church

4522 College Hills Blvd.  ➤  San Angelo, TX 76904

325-944-4041  ➤  sierravista.org

We Are...


