
Confirmation Celebration Worship 
 

Please join us on Sunday, May 16th, as we celebrate a special group 
of young people, our Confirmands, as they join our congregation. We 
will celebrate during both our 8:30 and 11 a.m. services that day. If 

you see any of these special young people, congratulate them on being the newest members of Sierra Vista UMC. 
 

  Aidyn Ashlee   Shane Dymond   Abby McMillan 
  Judson Bright   Maddy Haddad   Kinley Owens 
  Jaylee Brinlee   Rudy Haddad   Cameron Owens 
  Jordan Chitsey   Preston King   Reid Robertson 
  Sutton Cole   Grier Lewright   Mason Van Sickle 
  David Darby   Renner Love   Clara Wike 
  Ella Dupre 

Graduating Senior Recognition Worship 
 

Please join us on Sunday, May 23rd, as we celebrate our 
high school graduates. They have all worked hard and de-
serve recognition. Here is a list of our 2021 graduates. 
 
Laura Bean   John Dymond   Averi Owens 
Maci Beeles   Mason Edwards   Drew Palmer 
Reagan Beeles   Will Foster   Luke Taylor 
Lilliann Bright   Kaleb Glasscock  Will Taylor 
Caleb Bush   Falyn Guy   Gabbie Turner 
Will Carson   Hailey Hawkins   Brooke-Lynn Wamer 
Noah Clanton   Willow Joyce   Hunter West 
Desiree Dotson   Kieryn Moffat   Avery Zesch 
Miles Duncan   Jaron Ochoa 
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Hi folks, 
 

We have received a lot of positive feedback on our new logo and mission state-
ment, and there have been those who have asked as to the story behind it.  Well to 
be honest, there has been an ongoing conversation (although sporadic) since my 
arrival in 2015 about updating Sierra Vista’s logo and mission statement.  The one 
that we have used has been very effective but was born out of a different time and 
chapter in the life of our church, and the desire was to better reflect a current reality 
of who we are as a church and what we are about.  This article will speak to the 
creation of our new logo. 
 

During last year’s (2020) sunrise service, the positioning of worship service in the parking lot allowed for 
an amazing picture of the sun rising behind the tower of our church which offered a powerful perspective 
of the promise and ministries that God has placed here.  That event fueled the conversations as to how this 
church could best relate its mission and identity to our surrounding community. 
 

For better than six months, many in our ministry staff conversed seeking to create something exciting and 
accurate in depicting SVUMC to the community around it, but there came a time when it became evident 
that professional help was needed.  That help came through the gifts and ability of a local graphic designer, 
Michael Strzelczyk.  He was recommended by a member of our church, and as we met, we shared many of 
the attributes, strengths, and visions of our church. 
 

In response to our time together, Michael (through God’s help) created a logo that incorporated the “S” 
and “V” of our name into the design, was geared to be family oriented, and spoke of casual and relational 
nature that is Sierra Vista UMC.  Michael also shared this about his design: “This design is representative 
of what most families and individuals are seeking in today’s world – a clean, bright future, the promise of a 
better tomorrow, a feeling even deeper and more fulfilling than hope (the promise of salvation), and a clear 
pathway showing us how to get there.  The logo is inviting others to join your congregation’s journey.” 
 

If you have seen the logo, it is amazing how all of these ideas, which speak to who SVUMC is at its core, 
come together as a visual testimony and invitation.  If you have not seen it, I encourage you to go to our 
website www.sierravista.org to check it out and get involved as we live our God’s vision and dream for us. 
 

Blessings, 

PRAYER  CONCERNS 
 

Recent concerns: 
Cynthia Hodges  Marcella Woehl  Shawn Beeles 
Debbie Sartain  Vernon Sartain  Aiden Snyder  
Shirlene & Ken Klein Ella Jo Hughes  Jean Ann Owens 
George Samuels  Dennis Sartain  Ray Lumry 
Barbara Wright  Wilma Haga  Barbara Scott 
Amy Bloebaum  Julie Skiles 
All those deployed in service to our country 
Doctors, nurses & first responders 
Workers facing unemployment & furlough 
People in nursing homes & assisted living facilities 
Our church, community, nation & world 
 

Sermon Link  
 

Saturday & Sunday’s  
sermons are now available 
on the Sierra Vista website 
at ww.sierravista.org 
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Dear Friends, 
   Thank you very much for your 
donation, from your Birthday Box,  
of $74 to the CVHG/CES. We ap-
preciate your continued generosity. 
Sincerely, Terri Dry, Admin. Asst. 

The deadline for articles 
in the Vista News will be 
5 p.m. on these dates: 
 May 13th 
 June 10th 

Gifts were given: 
 

In Memory of: 
 

Charlie Low, 
 by Glenda & Pat Maddox to Youth 
Colleen LaBaume, 
 by Joyce & Royce Sprott to Music 
Lew King, 
 by Carolyn & Jim Strappel 
 by Jan Haynes 
 by Laura & Alan Bloebaum to SAM’s 
 by Joy & Sam Allen  
 by Robin & Greg Allcorn 
Louann Harvey, 
 by Joy & Sam Allen to Building Fund 
 by Judy & Mike Carmichael 
 by Jolena & Charlie Miller 
 by Dee & Jerry Lackey to Choir 
 by Susan & Doug Schultz 
 by Marsha & Eddie Housley to Choir 
 by Margaret & Richard Trussell  
  to Capital Campaign 
 by Karlene & Bruce McLaren to Choir 
 by Coral Jean & Clyde Warren  
  to Memorial & General Fund 
 by Vicky & Keith McCutchen 
 by Brenda & Charles Wyatt 
 by Shirley & Mike Oliphant 
 by Joyce & Royce Sprott to Music 
 by Mr. & Mrs. Melvin Taylor and 
      Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Hofferbert 
  To Choir & Camp Scholarship   

New Platform  
for On-line Giving 

 

Our on-line giving may 
be accessed through: 

sierravista.org/giving 
 

Please be aware that if 
you have set up recurring gifts through Pushpay, our 
contract with them expires in October. You may set up 
recurring gifts through our new vendor, ShelbyNext. 
Please call Donna Tallas, 325-944-4041, if you have 
any questions. Thank you for your support. 

sierravista.org/giving
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Worship Opportunities 
 

We are back to having in-person worship, for both Saturday night and Sunday morning services, in our 
Sanctuary. But if you are considered “at risk” or are uncomfortable with worshiping in person you are en-
couraged to stay home and worship remotely. 
 

We’re still broadcasting worship services live via the following online options: 
 

SVUMC website www.sierravista.org 
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/sierraunited 
YouTube  http://www.youtube.com/c/SierraVistaUnitedMethodistChurch 
 

For those who aren’t online, please know that we are also broadcasting our 11:00 a.m. service on KKSA, 
1260AM. 
 

Please know how important our community is to so many; we pray our ability to come together in these 
formats will bind us together even. See y’all in worship! 
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Music Notes from Micah 
 

In Paul’s letter to the Ephesians he writes, “We are God's accomplishment, created in Christ Jesus to do 
good things. God planned for these good things to be the way that we live our lives.” (Eph. 2:10, CEB) 
Lovely words to describe the wonder of creation we each carry within ourselves. As we enter springtime 
and begin acclimating to the post-COVID world, I wanted to offer an encouragement – connect to your 
creativity.  
 

You all know that I’m always looking for new choir members or handbell players, and those are wonder-
ful ways you can share your creativity with our congregation in worship. But too often it seems we ignore 
our personal creativity because we mistakenly feel it’s “not good enough”. Please understand that I’m 
not saying that everyone has creative gifts that would allow them to have their works displayed in a mu-
seum or to have a song on the radio. However, I am a firm believer that all of God’s creatures are de-
signed with innate creative impulses and when we ignore them, we are missing out on something im-
portant.  
 

As we move towards summer and enjoy this beautiful spring, I encourage you to take some time to ex-
plore your God-given creativity. Perhaps you may draw or paint, sing or play or dance, and those are typi-
cally what we think of as “creative” efforts. But when you think about it, lots of other pursuits are crea-
tive. Building things with wood or metal, tending a garden, repairing things, caring for animals – all of 
these are creative in nature and are, I believe, expressions of God’s creativity that is placed within us all.  
 

So, take some time this spring and find your creativity. I hope that for some of you that means joining our 
worship programs at church. But for those of you not musically inclined you are creative too and discov-
ering your creativity is a joyous journey that is worth taking. 

Sanctuary Choir & Handbells 
 

Just a reminder that our Sanctuary Choir meets at 6:30 p.m. every Wednesday 
evening in the Choir Room. The Celebration Ringers, our Adult handbell group, 
meets every Thursday evening at 6:00 p.m. in the Bell Room. Call Micah McBay 
at 325-944-4041, for more information about either of these groups. 

http://www.sierravista.org
http://www.sierravista.org
https://www.facebook.com/sierraunited
http://www.youtube.com/c/SierraVistaUnitedMethodistChurch


Soda Can Pulls 
 

Remember to continue saving your soda 
can pull tops. 24 pounds of pulls will help 
a family of 4 spend a night in the Ronald 
McDonald House. Thank you for all your 
support! 
 

Stained Glass & Scenic Note Cards 
 

We have packages of note cards of the stained 
glass windows of Sierra Vista. They are $8.00 for 
a package of 12 cards.  
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BUILDING UPDATE APRIL 2021 
 
We are nearing the end of our building project.  
We will finish the fire sprinkler system, all paint-
ing and trim work and carpet in the Sanctuary by 
April 16.  The music area and restrooms are com-
plete.  The renovations to the Fellowship Hall are 
moving ahead with sheetrock, taping, floating, and 
texturing to be completed by mid-April.  Painting 
will begin around April 20 with ceiling grid and 
flooring to follow.  We anticipate being complete 
with this final portion of work around the first of 
May.  We have been very fortunate to have a great 
team of professionals from Lee Lewis to assist us 
in this project.  They have saved us a lot of money 
through their efforts and hard work and I am very 
thankful for all they have done to make this pro-
ject successful.  Thank you for all the prayers and 
gifts that have made this project possible.  Feel 
free to contact me with any questions.   
Stevevh65@gmail.com 

Steve 

Need a Name Tag? 
 

If you need to order a name tag, please call the 
Church Office, 325-944-4041. Thanks! 

Sierra Vista’s Food Ministry 
 

All families who are facing legitimate food needs are invited to call 325/650-9932. They will be asked for 
some basic information and then be provided two weeks of grocery staples for their family. All are wel-
comed and encouraged to call!  
 

How Can I Help? 
 

If you are feeling led to be a part of this ministry, please email to kduke@sierravista.org.  This program is 
always in need of volunteer shoppers. 

 

“In the Weeds” Bible Study 
 

The young adult Bible study has started gathering for 2021. Ages 18 through 30 are invited to join the 
group on Wednesdays (minus holidays) at 6-7 p.m. in Life Center Room 206. Supper is provided, and all 
are welcome any Wednesday! For more information, email to kduke@sierravista.org. 

Senior Adult Ministries 
We’re Back!!! 

 

1st Tuesday, May 3rd 
     9:15 a.m.  - Fun Fest in the Life Center 
Fellowship, Devotional, Games, Lunch will be 
provided.  
 

2nd Tuesday 
 Circuit Singers 
   We’re communicating with nursing homes to 
determine when they will be ready for Circuit 
Singers to return. Watch for announcements, 
hopefully soon. 
 

3rd Tuesday, May 18th 
     10:00 a.m.  - SAM’s  Outing  -   
 Roger Ellison’s 
  Bus leaves SV at 10 am or you may go to  
Roger’s in your own car  - be there by 10:15 am 
 

      We’ll visit Roger in his shop, where he de-
signs and creates fine heirloom furniture. Roger is 
a true artisan and craftsman. He is currently work-
ing on four pieces of liturgical furniture that will 
grace the front of our beautiful sanctuary. This is a 
gift from the Ellison family, and includes an altar, 
pulpit, baptismal, and flower stand. He will ex-
plain the thought, scripture and other factors that 
enabled him to form the concepts used to design 
these beautiful pieces. Lunch (optional) will fol-
low at one of San Angelo’s fine restaurants. 

mailto:kduke@sierravista.org
mailto:kduke@sierravista.org


Reminder:  if all or portion of your check is for 
the Capital Campaign (Building Fund), please  
indicate the amount on the memo line. 

Did you know 
that there 

are 3  
different 

ways  
to make a  

donation to  
Sierra Vista 

UMC 

CHURCH STAFF 
Senior Pastor 
   Stan Whites 
Associate Pastors 
  Tamara Strehli-Hubert 
   Kelly Duke 
Director of Family Ministries 
   Madison Woehl 
Director of Music Ministries 
  Micah McBay 
Director of Youth Ministries   
   John Scott 
Director of Adult Ministries   
  Gary Booth 
Director of Discipleship Ministries   
  Nancy Knight 
Accompanist 
  Linda Sylva  
  Sallie Jett 
Saturday Music Leader 
  Angela Ochoa 
Financial Director 
  Donna Tallas 
Administrative Assistant &  
      Facilities Manager 
  Ann Dodgen 
Administrative Aide 
  Troi Middleton 
Nursery Ministries  
   Jennifer Hedges 
Preschool Director & KDO  
     Program Coordinator 
  Tracy Herrington 
 Technology 
  Ethan Clark 
Custodians 
  Alma Moreno, Lulu Ortega, Gena 
Muehlstein & Jerome Walters 
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FINANCIAL SUPPORT 
 

2021 Budget    $1,642,626.00 
Anticipated Monthly Expense  $   135,000.00 
 

Anticipated JAN-FEB 2021  $   270,000.00 
 

Budget Income JAN 2021  $   121,590.95 
Budget Income FEB 2021  $   118,317.75 
Total Income JAN-FEB 2021  $   239,908.70 
 

Budget Expense JAN 2021  $   122,503.90 
Budget Expense FEB 2021  $   122,695.83 
Total Expense JAN-FEB 2021  $   245,199.73 
 

Net FEB 28, 2021   $      -5,291.03 
 

Restricted Gifts JAN 1-APR 4, 2021  
Alta Loma    $          150.00 
A/V Special    $       1,636.00 
Capital Campaign: Abundantly More $   116,814.69 
Celebration Box    $          573.00 
CDC Scholarship   $            45.36 
Children’s Bed Project   $          844.00 
Children’s Special   $            25.00 
Food Ministry Special   $       1,370.00 
Honduras Mission Trip   $          516.00 
Mary Lee Children’s Art Fund  $            20.00 
Methodist Children’s Home  $          200.00 
Mid-Week Ministries: KICK  $          617.00 
Music (including Choir)   $          255.00 
Permanent Endowment   $          120.00 
Project Dignidad   $       2,130.00 
Project Dignidad: food value  $          478.00 

Altar Rail Account (Pastors’ Discretionary Fund): 
 

Beginning balance JAN 1, 202  $       5,673.35 
Received JAN 2021   $          345.90 
Spent JAN 2021    $          120.00  
Balance JAN 31, 2021   $       5,898.35 

ATTENDANCE 

      

   MAR MAR    MAR MAR  
        7   14    21   28        
5:30 p.m.      61    66    61   39      
8:30 a.m.   188  137  159 248   
11:00 a.m.   140  113  188 206  
Total    389  316   408 493   

Ramp Project    $          500.00 
Senior Adult Ministries   $            25.00 
Youth Special    $            50.00 


